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In this issue:

Review of the Tectonic History
of the Lower Rio Grande
Border Region, South Texas and
Mexico, and Implications for
Hydrocarbon Exploration
Thomas E. Ewing — San Antonio, Texas
Note: Since 1999 SIPES has been publishing
articles in each newsletter that have been
submitted by SIPES Chapters. This article from
the Corpus Christi Chapter is the second article
in a new series. Thomas E. Ewing’s paper was
presented in April 2003 at a program in San
Antonio, Texas entitled, “Structure and
Stratigraphy of South Texas and Northeast
Mexico: Applications to Exploration” that was
co-sponsored by the CGSSEPM Foundation and
South Texas Geological Society. The paper was
presented in May 2003 to the SIPES Corpus
Christi Chapter; it is copyrighted to GCSSEPM
Foundation, and is published with permission.
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The Lower Rio Grande border region or
“Rio Grande Embayment” (South Texas –
Coahuila – Nuevo Leon – Tamaulipas) lies
at the junction of the Gulf of Mexico and
Cordilleran tectonic provinces. Despite its
division by today’s political units, the
region is united by a common climate and
vegetation, and a common cultural history.
Geologically, it marks the transition zone
between two major post-Paleozoic tectonic
provinces. To the east is the Northern Gulf
of Mexico Basin, shaped by Triassic and
Jurassic extension, subsequent basin-centered subsidence, Cretaceous alkaline volcanism and local uplift, and profound
gravity tectonics over Jurassic salt and
Tertiary shale. To the south and west is the
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TECHNOLOGY
CORNER
High GOR Rod Pumped Wells
Wendy G. Storbeck, #2491
Midland, Texas

Many SIPES members may or may not
have experience in rod pumping high GOR
wells. Recently, I applied a type of pump
that was instrumental in eliminating gaslocking problems. The well has a pump
depth of 11,500 feet and a daily producing
GOR between 2,700 and 15,000 scf/bbl,
with the average being 7,000 scf/bbl.
Initially, the foam interface was up near
5,000 feet in the annulus with actual fluid
at 11,400 feet. The most obvious options
(Continued on Page 21)

Pr esident ’ s Column
The SIPES Foundation and National
Board of Directors held their mid-year
meetings on June 6th and 7th in Santa Fe,
New Mexico. Santa Fe, the membership’s
top choice for a “destination location”
national meeting, was in fact chosen for
SIPES National meeting to be held in April
2005.
On Friday evening, the Board and guests
gathered at the La Fonda Hotel, the leading
facility to host the 2005 meeting. Located
just off the square in downtown Santa Fe,
the combination of the La Fonda and this
old, charming North American city will
offer a very exciting change from holding

(Continued on Page 24)
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CORRECTION
In the May 2003 SIPES
Newsletter, the 2003
SIPES Convention
Technical Session topic,
“Barnett Shale - A
Significant Gas Resource in
the Fort Worth Basin” was
listed on page 23 as being
available on either tape or
DVD. This talk was not
filmed, and is not available
in either format.

The following information on national, state and environmental issues was presented to the SIPES Board of Directors on June 6, 2003 in Santa Fe, New Mexico by reports
from Vice President of Natural Resources Brian Calhoun; Dan Reynolds, chairman of
the SIPES State Legislative Affairs Committee; and Mike Austin, chairman of the
SIPES Environmental Committee.

 Economic Considerations
Financial: Continued uncertainty seems to be the key phrase in the financial
markets. The stock markets continue to languish and investors seem to be
searching for some good news that will confirm that the nation is at last out of
this “so-called recession” and is ready to start growing the economy again.
Many industries such as the airlines and domestic energy providers continue
to struggle, and will continue to flounder until the market fundamentals eliminate those weaker competitors without the management and financial infrastructure to sustain competition for the long haul. Fallout from the Enron and
Dynegy collapses and other corporate ethic scandals has resulted in the perception that corporate management teams are not necessarily trustworthy.
Corporate strategies that focus on short term goals and the support of stock
price, contribute to the long-term ill health of many corporations.
The ongoing international political uncertainty also serves to destabilize the
financial recovery. The “War with Iraq” has been called a victory, but without
the discovery of large caches of “Weapons of Mass Destruction,” or the man
who would employ them. The entire Middle East seems to still be an explosive
situation. At this writing, a possible peace accord is in the works between Israel
and the Palestinians, but forces on both sides, who desire to see the elimination
of each other, will surely attempt to undermine its success. The Axis of Evil
focus, now that Iraq has been defeated, has now shifted to Iran and North
Korea. Terrorist threats to the USA and it citizens remain at a high state of
awareness, and the threat of a global epidemic from SARS looms large. All of
these unstable factors continue to be a deterrent to further investment and
growth.
In spite of healthy market fundamentals, including excellent product pricing,
low cost drilling and service contracts, and industry confidence, outside
investor money is having difficulty finding its’ way into the oil and gas exploration and development market. Slow response is probably also due to the
memory of how quickly the market can change, spurred recently by the gas
price upturn during the winter of 2000 and the sudden decompression of
prices in the following spring. In addition to the nation’s financial uncertainty,
those funds available for investment in oil and gas seem to be risk adverse.
Most of the dollars seem to be chasing growth through merger, acquisition of
producing properties, or development-type drilling. Capital for true exploration type prospects is limited. The slow, but steady growth of the onshore
drilling rig count seems to be mostly generated by internal profits, resulting
from the improved product prices. Are the days of the explorationist gone forever, or have they just all moved overseas?
The lack of capital affects the smaller oil and gas independents, who rely
totally on outside financing to generate capital for their deals. They are impacted by this market situation. Independents with proven tract records, strong
management teams, and quality prospects can expect to prosper in the current
environment. Strong product prices, reasonable drilling cost, and a deficit of
experienced competition (due to a twenty-year exodus of talent), portend of
good economic parameters for the next few years as the industry continues to
expand.

(continued)
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National, State & Environmental News Continued
Insurance: All have been affected
by the recent increases in the cost of
liability insurance. According to Mr.
Messenger and Boquist of the Oil and
Gas Investor magazine, in the last two
years oil and gas operators have experienced increases as much as 400%.
“In the decade before 2001, energy
operations experienced the softest
cycle in the insurance industry’s history. Two events created an environment for a sudden and severe correction: a) The March 2001 loss of the
Petrobras 36 drilling platform off the
coast of Brazil cost the insurance
industry $500 million, half of the
worldwide base, and then b) the
events of 9/11 completed the turn by
casting all of the property casualty
markets into turmoil.” Predictions are
that insurance rates for energy operations will continue to rise for the
remainder of this year.

SIPES
41st Annual Meeting
March 17-20, 2004
San Antonio, Texas

Reserve Your Ad By
9/15/03
Ads will be printed in the
Convention Registration Book,
2003-04 Photo Directory
CD-ROM, and the
convention program book

 Drilling Activity
According to the IHS Energy Rotary Rig Activity Survey for the week ending
May 2, 2003, 972 rigs were drilling for oil and gas in the United States and offshore waters. This represents a 14.8% net increase over numbers from a year
ago. Surprisingly, all of the increase is in the onshore category with an 18.8%
increase, while offshore drilling has decreased by 16.0%. Of the 873 rigs
drilling onshore, 818 were targeting natural gas. The biggest increase appears
to be occurring in the search for deep gas, as reflected in the increase in drilling
activity for wells below 10,000’.
The slow but steady increase in drilling activity is a healthy indicator of the
recovery of the drilling sector which was devastated by a total collapse in the
spring of 2001, which followed a robust and optimistic fall and winter of 2000.
Industry experts do not believe that this current level of activity is substantial
enough to replace rapidly depleting natural gas reserves. (See below)
Total drilling permits issued in the United States for March 2003, totaled
3,535. Onshore permits increased 9.6% to 3,433 from 3,133, year earlier numbers. Texas led all states with 922 permits followed by Oklahoma - 289,
California – 177 and New Mexico – 176. Offshore drilling permits increased
50% from 68 to 102. The large increase in offshore permitting is also an indicator of the upward pressure to find significant reserves of natural gas.

 Natural Gas
I can not find anyone who is not bullish on natural gas prices for the next
four or five years. It is hard not to get caught up in all of the optimism, but after
almost thirty years in this industry, I keep reminding myself that we’ve been
here before and that in the past, the boon has been short-lived. None-the-less,
all of the fundamentals appear strong, and the down cycles seem to be getting
shorter. Perhaps this is the opportunity for which all of us have been waiting.
Count on continued volatility in the market, but long term almost all of the
volatility will result in upward price pressures.
Almost all of the articles I collected to use for this report were from oil and
gar or energy publications. Now it appears the consumer sector is becoming
aware of the economic pressure on natural gas prices. The obvious signs to the
consumer are their utility bills for natural gas and electricity.

 Crude Oil
At this writing, Iraqi oil production is estimated to be 800,000 bbl/day, with
the expectation that total production will reach 2,500,000 by the end of July
2003. Anxiety over the war with Iraq pushed crude prices above $39/bbl before
falling almost $14 in March to $26.30. Current price for WTI is around $29/bbl.
Fear of a Middle East supply disruption drove the price up, and visions of a
sudden resurgence of Iraqi production, coupled with OPEC over-production
fueled the downturn. As in a lot of futures trading, it is perception that drives
the market rather than reality. Alan H. Livine, writing for the Oil & Gas Investor
magazine is bullish on crude. Factors that he mentions that will help support
oil prices in the $30/bbl range include: a) continued difficulties in Venezuela
and Nigeria in meeting their OPEC quotas, and b) oil demand that continues
to be strong in spite of a slow world economy. Due to economic growth in
developing countries, world oil demand should continue to increase by 1.1%
per year. Experts are forecasting that demand will eventually surpass supply
later this century.

 Energy Legislation
Meeting Co-Hosted by
SIPES San Antonio Chapter &
SIPES National Organization

Congress continues to work on a “comprehensive” energy bill. The U.S.
House of Representatives in the 108th Congress has passed a version of a
national energy bill and is now waiting to see what the Senate accomplishes.
(continued)
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National, State & Environmental News Continued
A similar attempt was made last year
but failed to get “pushed through.”
Expectations are that, with the
increased awareness of potential
energy shortages and the past abuses
and manipulations of the energy markets, the Republican control in both
houses of Congress will be able to
complete this energy policy legislation. As I read the commentary on
this legislation, I am encouraged that
perhaps there is at last a beginning of
awareness of the overall poor health
of the energy industry in the U.S. If
the compromise bill passes both houses, we should begin to see a more
favorable environment for domestic
oil and gas exploration, development,
and production. The alarmist in me is
cautious. As always has been the case
in the past, increased legislation is
generally coupled with increased regulation and compliance requirements. The following is a summary of
the congressional action to date.

 HR 6 – “The Energy Policy
Act of 2003”
The House proposal offers $18.7 billion in tax incentives over 10 years for
oil and gas, nuclear, utility and
renewable
energy
industries.
Introduced on April 7, and passed
April 11 on a 247-175 vote, the package is a slimmer version of the $35 billion energy bill that the House passed
in 2001.
The legislative package seeks to
increase domestic oil and gas production and supply through tax incentives and royalty breaks. It also
adjusts environmental protection regulations, and opens the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge to drilling.
According to a summary prepared by
the House Ways and Means
Committee, HR 6 extends and modifies the Section 29 tax credit for producing fuel from a nonconventional
source. It allows taxpayers to claim
the credit for fuels produced at wells
placed in service after enactment and
before January 1, 2007, and makes
Section 29 a regular business tax credit, so it can be carried back and carried
forward. Qualifying fuels are oil from

shale or tar sands, and natural gas from geopressured brine, Devonian Shale,
coal seams, or a tight formation.
HR 6 also suspends both the 65 percent and net income taxable income limitations on percentage depletion for marginal production. The 65 percent of
taxable income limitation would be suspended for tax years 2004-06, while the
existing suspension of the net income limitation, which is due to expire at the
end of this year, would be extended through 2006 under HR 6.
Among the other tax provisions described by the committee: HR 6 amortizes
delay rental payments over twenty-four months. In the case of abandoned
property, remaining basis may no longer be recovered in the year of abandonment. It amortizes geological and geophysical expenditures for oil and gas
exploration over twenty-four months. New business-related energy credits
provided by HR 6 would not be subject to the AMT. The proposal would apply
for taxable years 2004 and 2005. The bill repeals the AMT preference for intangible drilling costs for independents for tax years 2004-2005. It allows the
enhanced recovery tax credit to be taken against AMT in 2004-2005. It treats
natural gas gathering lines as a seven-year property for tax purposes.
HR 6 also includes provisions to exempt hydraulic fracturing from regulation
as underground injection under the Safe Drinking Water Act. The amendment
would change Section 1421(d) to define “underground injection” as the subsurface emplacement of fluids by well injection, and exclude the underground
injection of fluids or propping agents as part of hydraulic fracturing operations
related to oil and gas production activities, and the injection of natural gas for
storage purposes. Under the proposed legislation, the president is authorized
to spend $1.5 billion to fill the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to capacity as soon
as practicable; acquire the necessary petroleum by the most cost-effective
means possible, giving priority to domestically produced crude, including royalty in-kind crude.
The House Energy and Commerce Committee amended the Federal Power
Act to direct the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to promulgate market
transparency rules governing sales of electric energy at wholesale in interstate
commerce, or transmission services in interstate commerce; prohibit round-trip
trading; and extend FERC jurisdiction to certain interstate sales of electric energy that violate FERC rules.
The proposal orders FERC to facilitate price transparency and participation
in natural gas markets by establishing within 180 days after enactment an electronic information system to provide information about the price of gas sold in
interstate commerce. The regulation would subject violators to civil penalties of
as much as $1 million for each day that a violation continues.

 S595: Domestic Oil & Gas Crisis Tax Relief and
Foreign Oil Reliance Reversal Act of 1999
This is a comprehensive oil and gas industry relief bill sponsored by Senator
Pete Domenici (R-NM). This legislation, Domenici says, recognizes that the current oil and gas crisis is atypical of historic “boom and bust” cycles. Some of the
provisions would take effect at the beginning of the year, while others are triggered by the price of oil. Some provisions are triggered when imports exceed
50% and other more drastic measures are triggered when foreign oil imports
exceed 60%. The Domenici bill would do the following:
z Establish a graduated response to shrinking domestic oil and gas production and surging foreign oil imports;
z Prevent the abandonment of marginal wells which are responsible for
half of the US domestic production;

(continued)
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National, State & Environmental News Continued
z Transform earned tax credits and
other benefits into working capital
for the cash-strapped domestic oil
and gas producers and service companies, to be triggered when prices
fall below $14.00 a barrel;
z Compensate US producers for
hardships caused by the United
Nations’ “Oil for Food” program;
z Provide an emergency procedure
when foreign imports exceed 60 percent, thereby recognizing that when
imports exceed a congressionally legislated peril-point, a national security
threat exists that demands presidential action.
The Domenici legislation builds
upon S325 introduced by Senator Kay
Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) and co-sponsored by Senator Domenici. Like
S325, the Domenici tax relief package
focuses on helping independent pro-

 Other Items of
National Significance:
z

Acquisitions

Randall & Dewey reports that
for all of 2002, mergers and acquisitions totaled $10.0 billion for an
implied
reserve
value
of
$6.14/BOE. Based on current market offerings, the forecast it that
2003 transaction activity will surpass the $23 billion level of 2001.
z

Nuclear

While I am not aware of any
pending applications or plans for
new nuclear generated plants,
there is increasing discussion and
writing in this regard. Due to the
negative perception of nuclear
plants, the long application
process, and long construction
time, any new electrical generation from nuclear is years away. In
fact, because of the aging of some
of the existing plants, nuclear’s
percentage of electrical generation
will probably decrease in the near
future. Disregarding the long term
environmental hazards, nuclear is
the best economic hope for electrical generation in the US.

ducers and service companies in maintaining marginal wells. S14, titled “The
Energy Policy Act of 2003,” passed the U.S. Senate Energy Committee and was
scheduled in the full Senate in early May. Since the energy bills are coming out
of each chamber early in the Congress, it is believed that there is a good chance
for a conference report before the August break.

 State Legislative Activity
Texas
The 2003 Texas Legislature wraps up in a month and the oil and gas industry
is winning on two out of three key issues. HB 2020, a bill introduced by the
Energy Resources Committee, looks to pass and would amend universal financial assurance regulations that had caused financial hardship on operators.
Surface damage legislation proposed by the Texas Land & Mineral Owners
Association has not received committee hearings in either the House or Senate.
On the down side, it looks as though the state franchise tax will be expanded
to help with budget deficits. The industry’s concern is that the master limited
partnerships common in the oil and gas industry will get caught in the net.

Oklahoma
Headed to conference are SB 535, the gross production tax incentive bill; HB
1738, which would require all well information and the operator’s phone number on interest owners’ check stubs; and HB 1569, which would prohibit habitable structures within 150 feet of an active well-bore or within a 50 foot radius
from equipment necessary to operate an active well.
OIPA and oil company representatives met with the state treasurer who
directed his staff to redraft HB 1580 so there would be no oil and gas impacts.
The original draft would have been financially burdensome to the industry
with 12% interest compounded annually on suspended royalties to unlocated
royalty owners.

Colorado
An approval of four exploratory natural gas wells in April by the Delta
County Board of County Commissioner’s is a step in the right direction for the
Colorado oil and gas industry and their continued opposition from local
municipalities. The Colorado Water Quality Control Commission has followed
EPA actions in deferring stormwater management regulations.

Kansas
At this time it looks as though the legislature will not eliminate sales tax
exemptions to close the budget gap. The wrap-up session is considering other
options including HB 2454 to create an occupation tax to replace the current
franchise tax. Also in consideration is HB 2024 that would eliminate the franchise tax cap while reducing the fee rate from $2 to $1 for every $1000 of net
worth. HB 2284, also being debated, allows a locality to levy an individual or
corporate income tax. A bill that would have imposed criminal sanctions for
operating an oil or gas well that was audible beyond the property line died
without a hearing. Delayed until the 2004 session was HB 2383, that would
have amended state bankruptcy laws to secure the obligations of first purchasers.

New Mexico
Two bills sponsored by the NMOGA passed both the House and Senate without a dissenting vote. HB 321 will allot $150,000 each year to fund New
Mexico’s Energy Education Program and it is the first state to fund such a program without industry contributions or voluntary check offs. Although passed
by both the House and the Senate, HB 661, which provides tax credits for new
(continued)
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National, State & Environmental News Continued
 Texas Bonding
Regulations
The February 2003 SIPES
Newsletter reported that a temporary injunction had been granted
against the Texas Railroad
Commission to prevent the commission from enforcing bonding
regulations. The Texas Alliance of
Energy Producers and five of its
members brought the legal action
against the TRRC because these
new regulations put many small,
independent producers out of
business. The group also estimated that the state would lose
approximately $60 million annually in severance tax collections.
The problem arose in January
2002 when the TRRC finalized regulations. The law stated that anyone who had been in business in
Texas for 48 consecutive months,
and had no violations, would be
eligible to pay a $1,000 fee if he/she
could not obtain a bond at a “reasonable” rate. TRRC arbitrarily
established 12% as a “reasonable”
rate.
The Alliance (www.ntoga.org/news/) is reporting that in June a
state district judge in Austin ruled
that the TRRC’s regulations are
invalid, and failed to comply with
the law. The legal action overturns
a portion of the bonding regulations enacted by the TRRC.
wells, was pocket vetoed by the governor. He believed the timing was
wrong and the bill could be reintroduced if the state and industry began
facing an economic downturn. Also
passing both the House and Senate is
legislation to update a 1996 feasibility
study of using a pipeline to transport
natural gas primarily from the San
Juan Basin.

Mountain States
The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals
lifted an injunction against the
Roadless Area Conservation Rule that
bans road building, logging and min-

ing on 58.8 million acres of national forest lands in thirty-eight states. The case
has been remanded back to the federal district judge in Boise, Idaho. The
industry-favorable ruling that held water discharged during production of
coalbed methane was not a pollutant, has been overturned by a federal
appeals court.

California
The California Independent Petrol-eum Association is watching eighty-five
bills that could affect the oil and gas industry. Two bills being considered could
add $1.30 to each barrel of oil produced in California. Although the legislation
would impose the tax on the refiners, many feel that the tax would be passed
on to producers and consumers. Another bill proposed would add $1.00 a barrel tax to pay for mass transportation and another would impose a 30 cent a
barrel fee to pay for children’s health programs. The proposed bills show that
many feel the way to solve the budget crisis in California is by taxing the oil
and gas industry, which could harm the state’s efforts to become energy independent.

 Environmental News
$28 Million Ruling for Unauthorized Water Disposal Spurs Louisiana
Legislature: The $28 million finding against Shell Oil Company has caused
two bills to be proposed in the Louisiana state legislature. HB 1921 provides
that damages awarded for investigation, testing, containment, remediation or
abatement of contaminated groundwater will remain in registry of the court
and any remediation plan must be approved by the Louisiana DEQ or DNR.
HB 1932 provides that the DEQ and DNR shall be notified, and shall intervene
in any action to recover damages for contaminated groundwater. DEQ and
DNR would oversee any damage awards and would approve any remediation
plan.
These bills are in response to the February 2003 decision in William G.
Corbello, et al v. Iowa Production Co., et al by the Louisiana Supreme Court that
awarded a Calcasieu Parish landowner $28 million damages in trespass after a
surface lease granted to Shell had expired. The award was for unauthorized
disposal of saltwater on the property, and for the poor condition of the leased
premises.
Although remediation costs on the $108,000 property were estimated at
$800,000, the landowner was not required to use the funds to remediate the
property. Furthermore, no proof, tests or studies were conducted to ascertain
pollution to the groundwater in the Chicot aquifer under the lease. “The
impact of this decision will be horrific for the oil and gas industry” says LIOGA
President Donald Briggs. “The trial lawyers smell blood, and are soliciting
landowners throughout the state to file suit and get to the deep pockets.”

 NPDES Phase II
The EPA has delayed until March 2005 Phase II of the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System permitting program for small oil and gas sites
(one to five acres). The IPAA comments on the program can be found at:
www.ipaa.org/govtrelations/comments/Stormwater_Construction_Comments
.asp.

 EPA Delays Deadlines for Revised SPCC Plans
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has officially delayed implementing its new Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure plan requirements for nontransportation oil field facilities by 18 months. The new plans
must be implemented by February 18, 2005. Among the concerns were the
shortage of professional engineers in some areas, the need for companies to
(continued)
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National, State & Environmental News Continued
plan capital expenditures in advance
and delays caused by winter weather.
Industry concerns revolve around
the definition of whether an operation
is a “facility” under the regulation and
whether a release could reach “navigable waters.” New guidance from the
Bush Administration states the following:
1. Field staff should continue to
assert jurisdiction over traditional
navigable waters (and adjacent wetlands) and, generally speaking, their
tributary systems (and adjacent wetlands).
2. Field staff should not assert CWA
jurisdiction over isolated waters that

are both intrastate and non-navigable, where the sole basis available for
asserting CWA jurisdiction rests on
any of the factors listed in the
“Migratory Bird Rule.”
3. Field staff should seek formal
project-specific HQ approval prior to
asserting jurisdiction over isolated
non-navigable intrastate waters based
on other types of interstate commerce
links listed in current regulatory definitions of “water of the U.S.”

 Environmental Groups
Delay Seismic Permitting
on Federal Lands
Environmental groups are aggressively challenging seismic permits
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after they are issued by the BLM.
Claudia Rebne, George Handley and
Stuart Wright presented “Seismic
Acquisition on Federal Lands:
Challenges Facing the Energy
Industry, Recent Case Histories” during the 9th Annual 3-D Seismic
Symposium in Denver, Colorado.
They presented three case histories
where awarded seismic permits were
challenged either through the BLM’s
administrative appeal process and/or
in the federal court system. These
protests resulted in significant costs
for legal fees and in time delays, some
in excess of two years. The authors
strongly recommend proactively
monitoring the BLM’s process to
ensure the seismic permit is comprehensive and thorough in its analysis
the project’s impact. They also suggest visiting the environmental group
websites to prepare for the protests.

 Interior Department
Delays Designating
Critical Habitats for
Endangered Species
The Interior Department is seeking
approval from federal judges and
plaintiffs in twelve cases for delays in
complying with court-ordered deadlines to propose or designate critical
habitat. The species include the
Southwestern arroyo toad of
California; the Mexican spotted owl of
Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Texas
and Utah; the Eggert’s sunflower of
Alabama, Kentucky and Tennessee;
and the Bull trout of Idaho, Montana,
Nevada, Oregon and Washington.
Sources for this report are the IPAA,
EIA, FEMA and FERC websites, Rocky
Mountain Association of Geologists,
MSNBC News, Chicago Tribune, Rocky
Mountain News, The American Oil and
Gas Reporter Magazine and website, Oil
and Gas Investor Magazine, and various
websites mentioned.
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SIPES Chapter News
NEW ORLEANS
Meeting only once in April gave the
New Orleans Chapter a well-deserved
break after an event filled March. The
first of two distinguished speakers
with fascinating interests and backgrounds, Dale Greenfeather of
Seismic Micro-Technology, Inc., spoke
at the April luncheon. His talk was
entitled “The SMT Suite Anthology:
The past, present and future of 3D
interpretation software,” demonstrated SMT’s vision of the future of userfriendly interpretation software.
Specifically focusing on 2d/3dPAK,
EarthPAK, Rock Solid Attributes and
VuPAK, he covered geologic, 2d and
3d seismic, and seismic attribute interpretation. Dale, trained as a nuclear,
biological, and chemical warfare specialist, served in Desert Storm before
returning to complete his degree in
geology at Wichita State University.

MIDLAND

New Orleans Chapter members and their
guests enjoy socializing prior to the May
dinner at the Fairmont Hotel.

a stimulating review of what we have
come to know of our universe in the
past 100 years. Beginning with telescopes like the 100-inch Hooker at Mt.
Wilson and later the 200-inch Hale
telescope at Mt. Palomar, we learned
how astronomers came to gauge the
size of our universe - an ever expanding proposition. Prominent figures
included Edwin Hubble and Albert
Einstein. Today a new generation of
ground and space-based telescopes
image the sky in various wavelengths
to help astrophysicists interpret the
awesome and bewildering array of
images obtained by these instruments.
Dave used many of his own astrophotographs to help explain things like

David Moody explains star clusters,
galaxies and the expanding universe
at the May dinner.

The May Dinner awards and
announcements were followed by an
eye opening presentation. The featured speaker was David Moody, a
CPA who is an avid amateur
astronomer and astrophotographer.
David took graduate level courses in
physics including quantum mechanics while simultaneously pursuing
courses in business and accounting at
the University of Oklahoma. He is
widely traveled and has a broad range
of interests including computers, the
martial arts, and wines. Dave’s current pursuits include finishing two
science fiction novels. Dave presented

Incoming Chairman Bob Murphy (left)
and outgoing Chairman Al Baker,
address members at the May dinner.

star clusters, galaxies, and the expanding universe. New Orleans Chapter
members and their guests all agreed it
was an incredible and thought-provoking evening.
Billy Geen
Secretary


The Midland Chapter spring programs focused on the engineering
aspects of a current play and the
ongoing struggle to find the economic
benefit of horizontal completions, as
well as the current political climate
(stormy as usual) as it relates to the oil
and gas industry.
April’s lunch speaker was David
Johnston, who is lead petrophysicist
with Schlumberger in Dallas. He is a
native of Houston, Texas, and a graduate of Trinity University in San
Antonio, Texas. He is the author of

Vice Chairman Jack Naumann (left) and
April guest speaker David Johnston of
Schlumberger.

numerous coalbed methane papers
and articles. The topic of the talk was
“Characterizing, Completing and
Producing a Mississippian Age Shale:
The Barnett Shale Play of North
Central Texas.” Mr. Johnston developed the first version of the Barnett
Shale Reservoir Model in 1999 and
continues to refine the model.
Mr. Johnston spoke about this very
active gas and oil play of North
Central Texas, which currently has
more than 1000 wells completed and
producing gas and in some cases condensate from the Barnett Shale. His
talk was a discussion of the complexities of this reservoir/source rock
(porosity less than 6 pu, perm less
than a micro-darcy, and open and
closed fractures to name a few), and
how these reservoir properties make it
difficult to impossible to use conventional log analysis, completion, and
stimulation techniques in the play. In
(continued on Page 10)
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Midland Chapter News Continued
late 1999, a reservoir model was developed to evaluate the Barnett Shale.
This model characterizes the reservoir
rock in terms of pay thickness, hydrocarbon type, porosity, perm, natural
fractures, and other rock properties.
With this information, a benchmark
forecast of hydrocarbon production
can be made. The benefits are in
designing more effective completions
and picking offset well locations. This
process had been used on more than
300 wells and Mr. Johnston’s presentation highlighted some of the results.
The presentation included a discussion on the reservoir model’s geological and petrophysical characteristics
and how they impact well completion.

May guest speaker Ron
Willett of Halliburton.

The May meeting topic was “Long
Term Production Results of Horizontal
Completion Techniques in the
Permian Basin,” specifically as related
to cemented and non-cemented liners. Our speaker was Ron Willett. Mr.
Willett is currently a technical specialist assigned to the Halliburton
Business Development office of the
Permian Basin located in Midland,
Texas, where his principal duties are
the transfer of new technologies and
best practices for production enhancement.
Ron has worked the Permian Basin
with Halliburton for the past 15 years.
He is a 1986 graduate of the Petroleum
Engineering Department at Texas Tech
University. He has participated as a
team member in the development of
horizontal completion practices with
numerous operators in fields such as
the Parks, Bryant G, Pegasus, Blue
Danube, Amaker- Tippett, Block 16,
and Gomez fields.
This talk honed in on the question
lingering the in back of most indepen-

dent’s minds: does this technology
really work, and; is it profitable? This
paper was focused on two field case
histories from multi-year horizontal
completion projects in West Texas that
were very successful at exposing the
“false economy” of not cementing casing in horizontal wells drilled in low
permeability reservoirs. Moderate
increases of 20 to 25% in initial well
costs yielded a 3 to 10- fold increase in
discounted cash flow through
improved hydrocarbon recoveries.
Case histories were presented for
adjoining wells with similar reservoir
characteristics, and differing completion techniques. Comparisons of single lateral cemented liner completions
to open hole completions and uncemented liner completions were discussed. This was an interesting talk
that focused on what happens after
the initial potential is reported: the
real-world economics of horizontal
completions.
Enter the Politician. The June speaker’s topic was “Current Political Issues
Affecting the Oil and Gas Industry.”
Our speaker was Martin Fleming. Mr.
Fleming is currently vice-president of
Political Affairs, Texas Independent
Producers and Royalty Owners
Association. He formerly served as a
congressional liaison for Secretary of
Energy Bill Richardson (but we won’t
hold that against him), and was a legislative assistant to the ranking member of the Senate Energy Legislative
Committee, Jeff Bingaman (D-NM).
Mr. Fleming is a Ph.D. candidate in
Latin American history from Tulane
University, where he currently holds
an M.A. in Latin American studies. He
received a B.A. in Latin American
studies from the University of Texas at
Austin.
The topic of this talk was current
political issues of concern to the oil
and gas industry, particularly focused
on the recently completed 78th Texas
Legislative
Session.
Well,
the
Republicans completed it while the
Democrats took a little vacation to
Oklahoma. Mr. Fleming’s talk also
included information about federal
energy legislation and EPA rulemakings on SPCC and storm water for oil
and gas sites. Local members and visi-

Members (L to R) Gary Dawson and Bob
Grace with Martin Fleming, vice president
of political affairs at TIPRO.

tors alike were left shaking their heads
in admiration at the creativity of elected officials.
A new chapter directory was prepared and published in May. Thanks
go to Sally Meader- Roberts for her
efforts in that regard.
Marc Maddox
Secretary


FORT WORTH

The May meeting of the Fort Worth
Chapter featured a talk by Jon Dormer
of Energy Spectrum. His talk was
titled “Acquisition Possibilities for the
Small Company/Independent, Acquisition and Divestiture Opportunities,
Private Equity Investments - Financial
Advisory Services.” Our May meeting
was held on the 15th at the Petroleum
Club of Fort Worth with Andrew
Helms, CPA giving a talk titled
“Forming a Company - What are the
Alternatives; Accounting and Tax
Differences - Pros and Cons, The LLC,
Inc., Co. & Corp.” Andrew talked
about the various ways to structure a
company and also some of the implications of the most recent changes in
the U.S. tax code. There was no meeting in June. Meetings will resume on
September 18 at the Petroleum Club of
Fort Worth.
This spring the Fort Worth Chapter
inaugurated a website, www.fwsipes.org. The web site has information about the members and activities
of the chapter. Member Bill Moulton,
#2955, is the webmaster for the new
web site.
James Talbot
Chairman
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Chapter News Continued

CORPUS CHRISTI
Attendees of the April meeting were
informed of an innovative new technique to drill wells using casing. Roger
Johns, technical leader for Tesco
Corporation, developer of the Casing
Drilling Method, was the speaker. Mr.
Johns was recently involved in the
technical support and coordination of
the ConocoPhillips Casing Drilling
Project in South Texas.
Our May speaker, Dr. Thomas
Ewing, senior explorationist with
Venus Exploration of San Antonio,

Texas, presented a “Review of the
Tectonic History of the Lower Rio
Grande Border Region, South Texas
and Mexico, and Implications for
Hydrocarbon Exploration.” (See Page
1). His presentation stressed the
importance of understanding the
complex history of the Gulf of Mexico
and Cordilleran tectonic provinces in
order to explore for mineral resources
in the region.
Our June meeting was held at the
Corpus Christi Yacht Club. Our focus
at the meeting was directed to our
members. Six individuals were hon-

DALLAS

WICHITA

The Dallas Chapter started this
quarter with an exciting presentation
in April on “Risk Analysis of Group
Properties,”
by
Jeff
Brown.
Continuing on into May was our
annual Spring Party, Mexican Fiesta,
and Golf Tournament which as always
was a huge hit. Many thanks to
Sirman Hollabaugh for putting both
of these events together. Richard
Franklin got us started in June with
his talk “EPA, SPCC Plans, and the Oil
Industry.”

The Wichita Chapter held our first
Annual Spring Membership Mixer at
the Hyatt Hotel on April 22. The
event, an excellent idea proposed by
this year’s chairman, Terry McLeod,
was well attended and as a result, we
expect to gain several new members.
It is planned to make this an annual
chapter event each spring.
On May 22, the Wichita Chapter cosponsored with the Kansas Geological
Society, a seminar on “Professional
Ethics” in the Bank of America auditorium. Vice Chairman Bob Cowdery
spearheaded the efforts in putting on
the program. The panel was comprised of: Moderator Phil Knighton,
#945, attorney and geologist; Panelists: Jon Callen, president, Edmiston
Oil Company; Alfred James III, #1111,
independent petroleum geologist;
and Lynn Watney, Kansas Geological
Survey. The program covered a wide
range of questions and answers covering professional ethical behavior.
On Friday, May 30, the chapter held
its Annual Steak Sizzle at the El
Dorado Oil Field Museum in El
Dorado, Kansas. Combined with this
event was a tour of the museum and
an outstanding program presented by
Vess Oil Company on the geology and
current operating practices in the El
Dorado Field, one of the early “giants”
in the nation. The speakers were Paul
Ramondetta, Vess Oil Company geologist, and an expert on the field; and
Bill Horigan, petroleum engineer and

June guest speaker Richard
Franklin.

Congratulations to local member
Robert M. Sanford, #1360, who was
given the Pioneer Award at the 2003
AAPG Annual Convention held in
May. On a sadder note, Dallas
Chapter member Grover E. Smith,
#1969, passed away on June 26, 2003.
Mark Rainer
Secretary


ored for being members for at least 20
consecutive years. They were, Landon
Curry, #949, Leonard Howard, #1320,
Don Kling, #954, Robert Luker, #1200,
Dan Pedrotti, #1299, and Jack Sulik,
#1059. The entire membership was
encouraged to bring guests that may
be prospective members of SIPES. All
were treated to an open bar and
heavy hors d’oeuvres hosted by the
Corpus Christi SIPES Chapter.
Eduardo Riddle
Secretary


IN MEMORIAM
We regret to note the passing
of the following members:

John S. Lancaster, #2133
of Lafayette, Louisiana
who died on May 3, 2003


Colin McMillan, #2855
of Roswell, New Mexico
who died on July 24, 2003


Thomas Schneider, #665
of Midland, Texas
who died on June 17, 2003


Grover E. Smith, #1969
of Dallas, Texas
who died on June 26, 2003


Victor F. Vasicek, #766
of Midland, Texas
who died on June 20, 2003


vice president of operations for Vess
Oil Company. This was one of the best
programs to be sponsored by the
Wichita Chapter. There are no programs held in June, July and August.
Orvie Howell
Secretary
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Chapter News Continued

SAN ANTONIO
In April, Barbara Swanson, RN, of
CTRC Wellness Center, kicked off an
interesting quarter for the San
Antonio Chapter. She spoke on “Risk
reduction - Nutrition as a means of
reducing risk of disease.” Her topic,
though maybe unorthodox, was certainly one that is of interest to all of us
– particularly if the proliferation of
grey hair (or no hair) that I saw at the
last SIPES convention is the norm for
most of our chapters. Ms. Swanson’s
delivery of a potentially boring subject, was both informative and humorous.
May saw a return to orthodoxy - at
least as far as subject: Tom Ewing, of
Frontera Consultants in San Antonio,
talked on “Texas Gas Reservoirs Miocene to Paleozoic,” a particularly
timely topic with gas prices what they

were in May. Tom was one of the chief
compilers of data presented by the
Bureau of Economic Geology in their
publication on Gas Reservoirs of Texas,
published several years ago. His talk
included a lot of Tom’s new ideas, and
was, as always, very enjoyable and
thought- provoking. The Q&A session
that followed was one of the most
spirited we have had in a long time.
[Writer’s comment – Tom is one of the
sharpest, insightful, and knowledgeable
speakers that I have ever heard, and I know
a lot of people who agree with me.] (Please
see Page 1.)
The late Dr. Robert Perkins, who
studied outcrops of rudistid-bearing
rocks from Venezuela, Mexico, the
U.S., Spain, and elsewhere when he
worked for Shell Development, and
who wrote the volume on rudistids

for the Treatise on Invertebrate
Paleontology, called the caprinid reef at
Pipe Creek, Texas, “the best exposed
rudistid reef in the world.” Chapter
member Charlie Kosarek’s camp is
within a mile of the Pipe Creek reef,
about 20 miles northwest of San
Antonio. San Antonio Chapter members had their annual picnic there –
which took the place of our June
meeting. Burgers and beer started the
long, hot, San Antonio summer with
the party that will culminate next year
with the National Convention. Don
McGregor, general chairman, along
with his stellar staff of highly-paid
volunteers, are moving right along
with plans for the 41st SIPES Annual
Meeting, March 17-20, 2004.
Bill Wilbert
Chairman


SIPES Chapter Meeting Information
A R K - L A -T E X

DALL A S

HOUSTON

Chairman: Ralph Richardson
Secretary/
Treasurer: Dan Scurlock
Meets: Petroleum Club
Smackover Room
4th Tuesday

Chairman: Dick Cleveland
V-Chrmn:
Jerry Watkins
Secretary: Mark Rainer
Treasurer: Mark Mathisen
Meets: Royal Oaks Country Club
3rd Tuesday

Chairman: Jim Allen
V-Chrmn:
Phil Martin
Secretary: Wulf Massell
Treasurer: Chuck Andrews
Meets: Petroleum Club
3rd Thursday

AUSTIN

DENVER

L A F AY E T T E

Chairman: Mike Cruson
V-Chrmn:
Lon McCarley
Secretary: Bill Miller
Treasurer: Sue Cluff
Meets: Wynkoop Brewing Co.
4th Thursday

Chairman: Art Christy
V-Chrmn:
Bill Finley
Secretary/
Treasurer: Jim Gamble
Meets: Petroleum Club
2nd Wednesday

FORT WORTH

MIDL AND

Chairman: James Talbot
V-Chrmn:
Phil Carlisle
Secretary: TBA
Treasurer: Steve Poe
Meets: Various Locations
2nd Tuesday

Chairman: Robert Thompson
V-Chrmn:
Jack Naumann, Jr.
Secretary: Marc Maddox
Treasurer: Michael Sura
Meets: Midland Country Club
3rd Wednesday

Chairman: Bill Walker
V-Chrmn:
Bill Gilmore
Secretary: TBA
Treasurer: Bill Walker
Meets: Various Locations
3rd Wednesday

CORPUS CHRISTI
Chairman: Duncan Chisholm
V-Chrmn:
Paul Strunk
Secretary: Ed Riddle
Treasurer: Jerry Clark
Meets: Town Club
Last Tuesday of month

NEW ORLEANS

OKL AHOMA CITY
Chairman: Tom Smith
V-Chrmn:
John Shenk
Secretary: TBA
Treasurer: Victor Cooper
Meets: Beacon Club
30th Floor
1st Wednesday

SAN ANTONIO
Chairman: Bill Wilbert
V-Chrmn:
Linda Ewing
Secretary/
Treasurer: Joe Finger
Meets: Petroleum Club
3rd Thursday

W I C H I TA
TA
Chairman: Terry McLeod
V-Chrmn:
Bob Cowdery
Secretary: Orvie Howell
Treasurer: Doug McGinness II
Meets: Petroleum Club
Meeting date varies

Chairman: Bob Murphy
V-Chrmn:
Secretary: Billy Geen
Treasurer: Tom Klekamp
Meets: Fairmont Hotel
3rd Tuesday
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Chapter News Continued

HOUSTON

For two of its three luncheon meetings in the second quarter of 2003 the
Houston Chapter of SIPES changed its
technical focus to more business and
finance related concerns. In April,
Scott Newar, a labor law attorney,
spoke to us about non-compete contract issues. He presented an
overview of employee rights in Texas,
and the remedies available when
those rights are violated. His presentation was particularly poignant during
a time of corporate “down-sizing” and
increasing instability in the labor market. In his coverage of employee rights
issues, the speaker’s comments were
of special interest to independents
who have employees on their staff.
The June venue brought Mark
Knodel and Dan Roeske to speak on

LAFAYETTE

The Lafayette Chapter of SIPES
enjoyed a number of great talks and
activities for the second quarter of
2003. David Boulet from the Louisiana
Economic Development Authority
gave an
outstanding talk in March on the
“Impact of Oil and Gas to Louisiana”
and how to keep oil and gas companies in Louisiana. Mr. Boulet was well
received by the nearly 75% membership turnout and entertained many
good questions.

IN MEMORIAM
Grover E. Smith, #1969
1933-2003

estate planning and personal asset
conservation relative to IRS regulations. Mr. Knodel is with UBS Payne
Weber and Mr. Roeske with
LifeSource. They stressed the merits
of integrating the services of a CPA, an
estate planning attorney, and an
investment advisor. They used vivid
examples of instances where these
professionals did not communicate
with each other on behalf of one
client’s financial plan, causing the
plan to have cracks, and possibly gaping holes.
They presented several tax-saving
and asset-preservation strategies in
their combined presentation.
Our May meeting featured chapter
member, Patrick J. Shannon, #2195, of
Global Ventures/Consultants Inc. who
presented an integrated geological

and remote-sensing study of the offshore Eastern Gulf of Panama. Global
Ventures/Consultants, Inc. is billed as
a “virtual” company that brings
together a group of seasoned international explorationists who furnish
their services to individuals or small
companies desiring to move into overseas exploration, but who lack the
required expertise and personnel.
The Houston Chapter is preparing
for an all-day August 21 seminar
titled: “How to Become a Successful
Consultant
and
Independent
Entrepreneur.” See the SIPES Houston
Chapter website, http://www.sipeshouston.org for further information.
Jim Allen
Chairman

For our April meeting Brian Groves
a local independent presented
“Marketing your prospect on a compact disc (CD) using your personal
computer (PC).” Brian did an excellent
job demonstrating how one takes a
prospect from the drawing table and
gets it into a finished form on a CD
using a scanner, a digital camera and
drafting software, combined with
good old- fashioned common sense
geology. Thanks Brian for bridging the
gap between old and new.

We followed up with a great clay
target shotgun shoot and bar-b-que
steak dinner for our May meeting.
Thanks to Nelson Warner for organizing the clay shoot event and David
Beiber, Ellis Guilbeau, Buddy Powell,
and Al Trepagnier for their help with
organizing the bar-b-que dinner that
followed the clay shoot.
James Gamble
Secretary/Treasurer

Grover E. Smith, #1969, of
Dallas, Texas died on June 26, 2003
following complications from
surgery. He was raised in Marlin,
Texas where he graduated from
high school. He then received a
B.S. degree in petroleum engineering from the University of Texas at
Austin in 1954. During his career he
worked throughout Texas for
Texaco, Pure Oil, Coastal States Gas
Production Company, Edwin L.
Cox and Hunt Oil Company.
Grover retired from Hunt Oil in
1988, and became an independent

consulting petroleum engineer. He
was a member of the Northridge
Presbyterian Church for many
years. In addition to being an active
member of the SIPES Dallas
Chapter, he was also a member of
the Society of Petroleum Engineers.
He is survived by one daughter,
Julie Smith, of Gresham, Oregon;
two sons, Grover P. Smith of
Denver, Colorado and Lee D. Smith
of Dallas, Texas; and one grandson,
Adam Smith of Dallas.
SIPES Dallas Chapter
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Chapter News Continued

DENVER
The Wynkoop Brewery in Lower
Downtown Denver is where the
Denver Chapter of SIPES convenes its
monthly luncheon meetings. The
Wynkoop is owned by geologist John
Hickenlooper, who also happens to be
Denver’s newly elected mayor. The
Denver Chapter enjoyed three very
good presentations during the April,
May, and June meetings.
Matt Silverman, an independent
consulting petroleum geologist, spoke
in April on “The Boulder Oil Field in
Boulder, Colorado.” The Boulder Oil
Field was discovered in 1901 and ushered in the oil industry in the northern Denver Basin. It is the second oldest oil field in Colorado and one of the
oldest producing anticlines in the

Matt Silverman gives a presentation
on the Boulder Oil Field to the Denver
SIPES Chapter at the June luncheon
meeting.

Rockies. Thanks to the efforts of Mr.
Silverman and his colleagues, the last
producing well of the field, the
McKenzie well, has been declared a
historic landmark in Boulder and an
effort is now underway to get national landmark recognition of the
Boulder discovery. These efforts at
preserving the McKenzie well will
safeguard a rich chapter in the development of oil and gas in the Rockies.
The Boulder Oil Field set off a boom in
Boulder that promoted its early
growth and at one time there were
two oil refineries in Boulder in addition to the multitude of derricks, all in
the backyard of what many would

2003 officers of the SIPES Denver Chapter, (L to R) Secretary Bill Miller, Vice
Chairman Lon McCarley, Treasurer Sue Cluff, Chairman Mike Cruson, and SIPES
National President and Denver Chapter member Bill Goff.

now consider to be a “not in my backyard” community. Mr. Silverman presented many old historical photos of
the field and era, and it was impressive to see a current photo of the old
site which showed that the present
day ground is now richly vegetated
with trees and pasture and shows no
indication that an oil field was once
there.
The May luncheon speaker was
John Harpole, president of Mercator
Energy, LLC, and whose talk was
titled “Expanding Rockies gas and
getting it to market: Who are the players?” He discussed how the Rockies
have been subject to low gas prices
and what the future may bring. He
pointed out that problems typically
confronting Rockies independent producers are that they often do not own
firm interstate transport and are rarely
owners of storage, resulting in always
being price takers. Most independents
sell to an intermediate broker, a portion of the industry that is under

John Harpole gives a presentation on
Rockies gas at the May luncheon meeting of
the Denver SIPES Chapter.

increased scrutiny for price manipulation. The future of gas in the Rockies
does look brighter, however, due to
increased take away capacity, numerous new power generators in line to
take Kern River expansion gas, and
declining production in the Western
Canadian Sedimentary Basin which
should lessen the impact of Canadian
imports. He left his audience with the
upbeat conclusion that $3 gas in the
Rockies is here to stay.
Susan Landon, #2145, an independent geologist, spoke on the topic of
“Energy resources and the next 50
years” to the June luncheon meeting
of the Denver SIPES Chapter. Her presentation focused on the anticipated
shift to pure hydrogen as an eventual
replacement for fossil fuels, which
provides 85% of current U.S. requirements. As the United States transitions to a carbon- free energy economy, natural gas will be needed as supplementary fuel and as a source for
hydrogen, resulting in a demand that
exceeds global supply. New additions
to the resource base will be needed
and were discussed during her presentation.
The Denver Chapter will be holding
its annual summer picnic on August
14, and any SIPES members who may
find themselves in Colorado during
that time are cordially invited. Please
contact the Denver Chapter if you are
interested in attending.
Bill Miller
Secretary

14 _____________________________________________________________________________SIPES NEWSLETTER



2003-2004 SIPES CORNERSTONE GROUP
Many thanks to the members listed below
for their continuing support of our society
0

Driller – $500

Donald C. Gifford – Dallas, TX
Robert M. Grace – Midland, TX
John E. Scherer – Midland, TX
Gene Van Dyke – Houston, TX
0

Pr o s p e c t o r – $ 2 5 0

Brian P. Arabie – Lake Charles, LA
Michael N. Austin – Broomfield, CO
William C. Bahlburg – Plano, TX
James B. Bennett – Houston, TX
Richard W. Boebel – New Orleans, LA
Wilbur C. Bradley – Wichita, KS
Herbert L. Brewer – Dallas, TX
Paul W. Britt – Sugar Land, TX
Johnnie B. Brown – Midland, TX
Robert W. Buehler – Garden Ridge, TX
William C. Burkett – Midland, TX
Brian S. Calhoun – Corpus Christi, TX
David G. Campbell – Oklahoma City, OK
A.T. Carleton, Jr. – Midland, TX
James S. Classen – Boise, ID
James R. Cleveland – Dallas, TX
William J. Coffman – Norman, OK
Rex D. Coppedge – Plano, TX
Robert D. Cowdery – Wichita, KS
Douglas J. Cristina – Mandeville, LA
Marshall C. Crouch III – Denver, CO
Michael G. Cruson – Golden, CO
Edward K. David – Roswell, NM
Lawrence H. Davis – Oklahoma City, OK
George A. Donnelly, Jr. – Midland, TX
Ralph C. Duchin – Tucson, AZ
Arlen L. Edgar – Midland, TX
James P. Evans III – New Orleans, LA
David A. Eyler – Midland, TX
Robert B. Ferguson – Lake Forest, CA
Roger A. Freidline – Midland, TX
Earl E. Gaertner – Durango, CO
Lucius C. Geer – Houston, TX
Thomas E. Gentry – Midland, TX
William T. Goff III – Denver, CO
Patrick J.F. Gratton – Dallas, TX
Peter G. Gray – Lafayette, LA
Willard R. Green – Midland, TX
Mark E. Gregg – Houston, TX
Frank W. Harrison, Jr. – Lafayette, LA
E. Stuart Hastings – Houston, TX
Scott G. Heape – Dallas, TX
James H. Henderson — Dallas, TX
Terry L. Hollrah – Oklahoma City, OK
J.D. Hughes – Austin, TX
Alfred James III – Wichita, KS
Leonard E. Jordan – Shreveport, LA
William M. Kazmann – Richardson, TX

Robert C. Leibrock – Midland, TX
J. Phil Martin, Jr. – Spring, TX
Roger L. Martin – Wichita, KS
Barney C. McCasland, Jr. – Midland, TX
Philip J. McKenna – Littleton, CO
Patrick H. McKinney – Houston, TX
David M. Mitchell – Midland, TX
Mark K. Mosley – Austin, TX
Marvin A. Munchrath – Lafayette, LA
Fred L. Oliver – Dallas, TX
Robert B. Owen – Corpus Christi, TX
Arthur J. Pansze, Jr. – Golden, CO
H. Rudy Parkison – Dallas, TX
Lloyd K. Parrish, Jr. – Wichita, KS
H.W. Peace II – Oklahoma City, OK
Robert L. Prichard – New Orleans, LA
Harry Ptasynski – Casper, WY
John M. Rakowski – Lakewood, CO
Dwight S. Ramsay – Lafayette, LA
Julius M. Ridgway – Jackson, MS
A. Scott Ritchie – Wichita, KS
Deborah K. Sacrey – Houston, TX
C. Randall Schott – Houston, TX
Rudolf B. Siegert – Slidell, LA
Daniel L. Smith – Houston, TX
Marion E. Spitler – Carrollton, TX
Jerry S. Stokes – Colleyville, TX
Tony R. Stuart – Hattiesburg, MS
John F. Sulik – Corpus Christi, TX
William D. Trumbly – Norman, OK
G. Clint Wainwright, Jr. – New Orleans, LA
Scott A. Wainwright – Metairie, LA
Wayne E. Walcher – Wichita, KS
John V. Walter – Dallas, TX
Donald C. Wambaugh – Midland, TX
Robert L. Williams, Jr. – Albuquerque, NM
James M. Zotkiewicz – Metairie, LA
0

Investor – $100

Craig W. Adams – Fort Worth, TX
Arthur E. Anderson – Lafayette, LA
Karl E. Becker – Wichita, KS
Foy W. Boyd, Jr. – Midland, TX
Nance G. Creager – Midland, TX
Kent A. Deutsch – Wichita, KS
Marlan W. Downey – Dallas, TX
Paul D. Friemel – Midland, TX
John Alan Hord – Midland, TX
P. Connie Hudson – Kilgore, TX
Jim Bob Jackson – Houston, TX
George R. Jones – Wichita, KS
Clayton J. Laird – The Woodlands, TX
Robert W. Luker – Corpus Christi, TX
Jack P. Martin – Lafayette, LA
James L. Mason, Jr. – Fredericksburg, TX
Wilbur E. McMurtry – Oklahoma City, OK

Allen J. Owings – Clear Lake Shores, TX
Robert E. Pledger – Houston, TX
John W. Raine III – Lafayette, LA
Edward G. Reigle – Midland, TX
William F. Reynolds – Wichita Falls, TX
Robert M. Sanford – Irving, TX
Wayland C. Savre – Houston, TX
William M. Smith – Houston, TX
Stephen A. Sonnenberg – Lakewood, CO
Richard W. Thompson, Jr. – Plano, TX
C.G. Tyner – Tomball, TX
James P. Walker – Oklahoma City, OK
W. David Willig – Houston, TX
Mark D. Wilson – Midland, TX
John C. Worley – Rockport, TX
0

Scout – $50

John T. Abney – Tulsa, OK
Arthur L. Bear – Houston, TX
Orville R. Berg – Shreveport, LA
Louis C. Bortz – Denver, CO
Charles T. Bryan – Dallas, TX
Arthur N. Budge – Dallas, TX
Jack C. Cartwright, Jr. – Midland, TX

Kirby L. Cockerham – Greenwood Village, CO

James W. Denny – Houston, TX
Douglas R. Essler – Dallas, TX
Bruce W. Fields – Corpus Christi, TX
Leonard S. Fowler – Richardson, TX
Clement E. George – Midland, TX
George R. Grisemer – Corpus Christi, TX
Albert R. Hensley – Rockwall, TX
Larry L. Jones – Houston, TX
John D. Kullman – Midland, TX
Henry C. Libby – Midland, TX
Richard R. Lindsly – Frisco, TX
L.A. McCord – Norman, OK
James W. McKee – San Antonio, TX
Eric L. Michaelson – Midland, TX
Harry A. Miller, Jr. – Midland, TX
Wayne D. Miller – Midland, TX
John F. Parrish – Houston, TX
Paul H. Pause’ – Midland, TX
Elwin W. Peacock – Houston, TX
Hugh C. Pendery – Dallas, TX
Wes B. Perry – Midland, TX
Norman D. Raman – Midland, TX
Eddie W. Rhea – Dallas, TX
Perry O. Roehl – San Antonio, TX
James A. Savage – Dallas, TX
Dean E. Seeber – El Dorado, KS
Vinton H. Sholl – Houston, TX
J. Keith Somerville – Midland, TX
John J. Taylor – Odessa, TX
Michael R. Vasicek – Midland, TX
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Figure 2. Crustal cross-section, Parras – Comfort; 4x vertical exaggeration. The section in the Sabinas Basin is from Eguiluz (2001, fig. 25, section I-I’). The
overthrust in the Parras Nappe is from Tardy (1980). The line of section is shown on Figure 1. The terrane names are from Sedlock and others (1993).

Mexican Cordillera, shaped by forces arising from the
Pacific convergent margin — igneous arcs, compressional
foldbelts and foredeep basins. The two provinces, however, have shared stratigraphy since at least the mid-Jurassic,
as marine and marginal-marine deposits were laid down
on the northwestern margin of the Tethys seaway.
To explore for mineral resources in this border region,
we must understand the complex and long-lived interactions of the two contrasting tectonic regimes.
In this short review, I try to sketch and interpret the tectonic and geologic history of the border region, with a particular eye to hydrocarbon generation and migration. I
hope to prepare a fuller paper which will properly
acknowledge the numerous studies of this area over the
last eighty years. Several parts of this synthesis draw heavily on the excellent recent syntheses of Goldhammer and
Johnson (2001) for the entire region, and Eguiluz de
Antunano (2001) for the Sabinas Basin. Reviews of the
basement controls on tectonics by Wilson (1990) and of
Gulf Coast growth faulting by Diegel and others (1995)
have also been very useful. The interpretations, however,
are mine, and I hope to stimulate some useful discussion.
The result of the complex geologic and tectonic history is
shown on the map ‘Regional Geology and Tectonics’
(Figure 1 is available by contacting the author at tewing@venusexploration.com) and a companion crustal
cross-section (Figure 2), which display the major tectonic
elements on top of a regional geological base. Of particular importance are the NW-SE trending grey dashed lines.
These are zones of discontinuity for Laramide structures,
for Mesozoic stratigraphy, and for crustal blocks. They are
inferred to represent major Jurassic left-lateral transcurrent faults which moved Mexico to the southeast, as plate
tectonic reconstructions require. One or more of these,
especially the Parras-Galeana zone, may represent the
“Mojave-Sonora Megashear” of many authors.

Pre-Gulf Opening
The crustal architecture of the area was established by
the middle Triassic (Figure 3). The Llano craton of
Precambrian age (ca. 1100 Ma), the southern extension of
Laurentia, is rimmed to the east and south by the east to
northeast-trending Ouachita thrust belt, caused by northwestward closure of an ocean or marginal basin in
Carboniferous time. This thrust belt overlies a series of
basement-cored uplifts and related deformation, which
may be originally of Cambrian or latest Precambrian age
(Ewing, 1985, 1990). The crust southeast of the known
Ouachita thrusts is little known, but may be similar to the
collage of terranes seen in other collisional orogens. To the
southwest, this Paleozoic crust was intruded by a Permian
and Triassic igneous rocks (287-232 Ma; Torres and others,
1999) and overlain by Permian volcanics and sediments –
inferred to represent a southeast-trending ‘Cordilleran’
Permo-Triassic volcanic and plutonic arc (Wilson, 1990).
Together, they have been termed the “Coahuiltecano
Terrane” (Sedlock and others, 1993). The ‘basement’ is
exposed at Las Delicias and smaller outcrops elsewhere in
the Coahuila and La Mula blocks, and has been penetrated in wells. McKee and others (1999) separate a “Las
Delicias terrane,” limited to the Coahuila Block, on stratigraphic grounds.
South of the southernmost linear (Parras-Galeana,
Figure 1), deformed Paleozoic and Precambrian
(Grenville) rocks are exposed in the Peregrina-Huizachal
Anticline in southern Tamaulipas, as well as in small outcrops in southwestern Coahuila and adjacent Zacatecas
states. These occurrences are referred to the Guachichil
and Tepehuano terranes, respectively, by Sedlock and others (1993). They are related (by age and paleontology) to
North America, but not to the Coahuiltecano terrane, and
(continued)
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fault zones that have experienced hundreds of kilometres
of left-lateral shear (required to obtain the present configuration of Mexico from Pangea reconstructions). The subsidence of the more extended blocks combined with limited marine incursion to deposit thick evaporites (Callovian,
or late Middle Jurassic age) in the Louann (deposited in
the Gulf Coast Basin) and Minas Viejas salt basins
(deposited in the Monterrey Trough; Goldhammer, 1994).
After salt deposition, Late Jurassic (Oxfordian) carbonates
were deposited around the basement highs, followed by
widespread deposition of rich Tithonian source rocks (La
Caja in Mexico, Bossier in Texas). Post-Callovian strikeslip related to formation of Gulf of Mexico oceanic crust
was probably on a south-southeast trending lineament
paralleling the present coastline (Sedlock and others,
1993).

(continued)

Figure 3. Paleozoic and Triassic orogens form the major crustal elements of
the area. Ouachita Thrust belt boundaries modified after Flawn (1961) and
Ewing (1991); FZ=Frontal Zone, IZ=Interior Zone; SDC=Sierra Del
Carmen outcrop; S=Solitario Uplift outcrop. (Projected extensions into
Mexico are not honored here, as they are translated NW on the inferred
shears.) Brown: aulacogen elements of possible Cambrian ancestry
(“Delaware Rift”), reactivated in part during Late Paleozoic deformation;
DRU=Devils River Uplift, TU = Tascotal Uplift (Ewing, 1985). To the southeast, the nature and age of the crust is not known, but the pre-Permian
components are inferred to be accreted material related to the Ouachita
orogen (forming the Coahuiltecan terrane; Sedlock and others, 1993). To
the south, the Permo-Triassic igneous complexes of northeastern Mexico are
shown in a restored position before Jurassic shearing. Permian volcanic
rocks are exposed at Las Delicias, and igneous rocks at LM=La Mula and
elsewhere. The diverse Precambrian and Paleozoic assemblage at Peregrina
Canyon are likely on a separate microplate, although one of North
American affinity.

probably were formed and deformed considerably northwest of their present location.

Gulf (Tethys) Opening
Complex faulting related to the opening of Tethys (the
pulling apart of North America / Europe / North Asia
from Gondwana / Africa / South America in Late Triassic
through Late Jurassic time) created a complex mosaic of
crustal blocks (Figure 4), with ‘tiles’ of high extension (rift
valleys) and low extension (‘basement blocks’). Early rifting (Late Triassic-Early Jurassic age) affected the area, creating rift valleys filled with continental redbeds and volcanic rocks. Southwest of the Frio River Line (FRL), these
valleys trend NW-SE. Four or more long northwest-trending discontinuities bound the mosaic tiles; some or all of
these discontinuities are Triassic-Jurassic transcurrent

Figure 4. Triassic-Jurassic features related to the opening of Tethys (Gulf of
Mexico section) and the southeastward translation of Mexico to fill the west
end of the Tethys seaway. Individual rift valleys (half-grabens and full
grabens) are observed occasionally, and include both Late Triassic and
Lower-Middle Jurasic redbeds. Later in the Jurassic, numerous northwest
trending transcurrent faults (full names on Fig. 1) and inferred extensional
faults segment the crust into blocks of less extended and more extended
crust. The more extended crust was invaded by restricted marine environments which deposited thick salt deposits in the Louann basin (main Gulf of
Mexico basin) and the Minas Viejas basin (=Sabinas salt basin); the two
may be connected, but not with thick salt. Salt outline in the Sabinas area
from Eguiluz (2001).
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Cretaceous-Tertiary Subsidence
and Deformation
Regional southwest-focused subsidence began before
Albian time and continued through the Paleogene. The
earlier stage of subsidence may have been caused by thermal relaxation after the Border rifting event; the later
(continued)

Figure 5. Jurassic-Cretaceous elements include active block uplifts related to
the Border Rift Zone, which extends from Coahuila northwest into the
Chihuahua Trough and the Bisbee Trough of southeastern Arizona and
Sonora). Coarse clastics were shed from the main Coahuila uplifts (LM = La
Mula Island, MI = Monclova Island), the blocks to the east were not reactivated at this time. Northeast of the Frio River Line (FRL), thermal relaxation
of the Gulf of Mexico basin led to southeast tilting and sliding of sediments
on the Louann salt.

‘Border Rift Zone’
Additional tensional faulting of Late Jurassic (?) and
Early Cretaceous age occurred in Coahuila (Figure 5). This
faulting is part of the ‘Border Rift Zone,’ which extends
northwest through the Chihuahua Trough to the Bisbee
Basin of southeastern Arizona. The less-extended tiles of
basement in Coahuila were reactivated as block uplifts,
shedding coarse clastic debris into the surrounding carbonate-productive troughs. The origin of the Border Rift
Zone is debated, but it may represent a Cordilleran backarc basin. The complex, hydrocarbon-productive stratigraphy of the Sabinas Basin developed during this faulting
episode. Extensional reactivation apparently did not
extend to the eastern and southeastern blocks (Picachos
and east). To the northeast, regional subsidence of the Gulf
Coast basin led to basinward sliding on the Louann Salt.
This sliding led to the creation of the peripheral graben
system at the edge of salt, and to the development of salt
pillows and diapirs downdip.

Figure 6. Cretaceous and Paleogene elements include features related to
regional subsidence, and features related to Laramide compression and
transpression. Subsidence southwest of the Frio River Line (FRL) increased to
the SW, profoundly influencing the stratigraphy of the Comanchean strata
(Albian). Subsidence continued through the Late Cretaceous, interrupted
only by the Balcones igneous province (primarily mafic and ultramafic volcanic rocks, perhaps related to incipient rifting; Ewing and Caran, 1982).
The Mexican basin was filled in Late Cretaceous time by clastic deltas prograding from west to east to fluctuating shorelines in the central part of the
area. Salt diapirism began in the La Popa Basin (Lawton and others, 2001).
Compression from the southwest began to be felt perhaps in the Late
Cretaceous and continued through at least the Middle Eocene. All previous
crustal blocks and transcurrent faults (LBZ = La Babia / Zapata; SMSCZ =
San Marcos / San Carlos zone; PGZ = Parras / Galeana zone) were reactivated under this stress regime. To the southwest, large plates of more basinal rocks were thrust northward across the southern Coahuila block in the
Parras area (Tardy, 1980), causing deformation in the thick late Cretaceous
sediments of the Parras foredeep (PFB). The Monterrey salient (MS) of highamplitude folds fills the southern end of the Minas Viejas salt basin, while
salt-detached folds characterize the Sabinas fold belt (SFB) and the La Popa
area. Basement thrusting also predominated in parts of the Sabinas Basin
(the MBT, Monclova basement thrusts, and HBT, Hermosa basement thrusts),
including the Monclova Block (MB) and La Mula Block (LMB) (data in
Eguiluz, 2001). The less extended crustal blocks support broad, basementcored folding (Picachos, Tamaulipas Uplift, Coahuila Block, Burro and
Peyotes uplifts). To the northeast, low-amplitude broad folds developed
along the Rio Grande valley (C=Chittim Anticline).
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stages may represent foreland basin development related
to the Sierra Madre compression. Subsidence caused the
Albian reef trend to retreat from the earlier Aptian platform margin in all areas southwest of the Frio River Line
(FRL; Figure 5). All later units (including significant Eagle
Ford source rocks) thicken markedly off of the San Marcos
Arch across the FRL hingeline. Balcones volcanism in
Texas (about 80 Ma), part of a Northern Gulf Coast
igneous province, is particularly abundant and associated
with a local uplift in the Uvalde area. In the later Late
Cretaceous, the subsiding basin was filled from the west
by clastic sediments, forming the large (coal- and hydrocarbon-bearing) deltaic complexes of the Parras, Sabinas
and Rio Escondido/Maverick basins. Salt diapirs and associated withdrawal basins formed in the La Popa Basin
northwest of Monterrey during this filling (Lawton and
others, 2001). Subsidence and sedimentation continued
through the Eocene, as deltas prograded east to a fluctuating shoreline in the La Popa – South Texas area. About 5-7
km of sediment was deposited above the presentlyexposed strata in the Parras Basin and Monterrey area; this
basin filling was coeval with and outlasted the ‘Laramide’
compression, and may include Oligocene volcanic rocks.
Northeast-directed compression of the Cordillera resulted in a wide variety of folds and thrust faults broadly
referred to as ‘Laramide’ (Late Cretaceous-Eocene; Figure
6). In the foredeep area, the available evidence suggests
most deformation is Eocene in age (deformation of the La
Popa basin, Zapata County folds). Folding diminishes in
amplitude to the northeast, just crossing the Rio Grande
into the Chittim and Del Rio arches, and the folds of
Zavala County (the ‘Rio Grande foldbelt’). Old basement
blocks such as the Peyotes, Picachos, Coahuila, and
Tamaulipas became structural buttresses, developing only
broad basement-cored folds. The Minas Viejas salt basin
was deformed by high-relief salt-cored folds in the central
Sabinas area (Sabinas Fold Belt) and high-relief basementinvolved thrusts on the flanks (forming major gas-bearing
structures). To the south, the Monterrey salient of the
Sierra Madre Oriental (curvilinear trends of tight, very
high relief Jurassic-cored folds) fills the southern part of
the evaporite trough. The old transcurrent faults were
reactivated as zones of left-lateral transpression.
A deep N-S trough in South Texas (‘Rosita Trough’)
caused either by eastward sliding of a block of Cretaceous
basinal carbonates (the ‘Mestena Raft’) or by evacuation of
a salt wall (Diegel and others, 1995), was filled with
growth-faulted (and highly productive) Lower Eocene
(Upper Wilcox) deltaic sediments in South Texas. Wilcox
shelf-edge rocks to the northeast and south of the trough
were also expanded on supra-Cretaceous detachments.

Cenozoic Igneous Activity, Uplift
and Gulf Coast Detachments
During the Cenozoic, the major events have been largescale post-27 Ma uplift and exhumation, coupled with limited igneous activity and (hydrocarbon-productive)
(continued)

Figure 7. Cenozoic elements, including exhumation, growth faulting, and
igneous activity. Continued subsidence in the Paleogene covered even the
high-relief folds of the Monterrey Salient (Fig. 6) with up to 7 km of EoceneOligocene rocks (Gray and others, 2001). This pile included equivalents of
the shelf-margin successions now found in the Gulf Coast and Burgos
basins to the east. Substantial thicknesses of Eocene-Oligocene volcanic
rocks were probably present, but only intrusive features have survived later
erosion in areas southeast of the Trans-Pecos volcanic field. To the east, rafting of the Lower Cretaceous carbonate pile on the deep Louann salt created
a moat which was filled with Lower Eocene sediment of the Wilcox Group
(Rosita Trough; Anderson and Fiduk, this conference; also see Diegel and
others, 1995). To the northeast, Wilcox shelf margins slid on a detachment
above the Cretaceous carbonates (salt or shale?).
During the Late Oligocene and Early Miocene, major regional uplift
stripped 5-7 km of sediment off of today’s landscape (yielding apatite fission track cooling ages of about 27 Ma; Gray and others, 2001). Roughly
contemporaneous uplift of the Llano area (Hill Country) and movement on
the Balcones Fault Zone in central Texas (extension along a hingeline
between uplift to the NW and subsidence to the SE) allows 1-2 km of erosion. With only these few data points, speculative contours of strata eroded
can be drawn (in green).
To the east, Lower Oligocene deltas of the Vicksburg were thickened
above a shallow shale detachment in the Jackson Group. Subsequent
progradation of Late Oligocene and Early Miocene deltas (including some
of the eroded strata) were growth-faulted on deep-seated faults, possibly
atop a now completely deflated Eocene salt canopy (Diegel and others,
1995). To the south, Miocene progradation on a shale detachment is linked
to growth of the Mexican Ridges offshore.
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detachment faulting along the Gulf margin (Fig. 7). The La
Popa - Monterrey area was uplifted and eroded to depths
of 5-7 km during late Oligocene and early Miocene time.
This uplift and erosion extended to and across the Rio
Grande, accounting for higher coal ranks there. Oligocene
and Miocene alkaline igneous rocks were intruded in several belts in Coahuila and Tamaulipas, with coeval volcanics preserved in the Trans-Pecos Texas region and in
the Sierra de Tamaulipas. (Oligocene volcanic rocks in this
area have been removed by erosion.) The Texas Hill
Country and Edwards Plateau were uplifted, and southeast-directed basement- involved extension took place
along the Balcones fault zone in Miocene time. A few
basalts erupted more recently in Coahuila and southern
Tamaulipas. A shallow, shale-based detachment in the
Early Oligocene trapped gas-productive deltaic sediments
of the Vicksburg Formation; it was followed by complex
(and hydrocarbon-productive) Late Oligocene to Miocene
growth faulting above a deflating Eocene-Oligocene salt
canopy in South Texas and the adjacent Burgos Basin.
Farther south, Miocene progradation over Paleogene
shales resulted in detachment and generation of the northern Mexican Ridges province offshore.

Implications for Exploration
The following are a few observations from this historical
summary that may be significant for resource exploration
in the Lower Rio Grande area.
The early structural history of Jurassic transcurrent
faults and rift basins must have created complex local
structures, which are masked by the post-Oxfordian
stratigraphy. The rift valley in Maverick County is only
one of these. Does the Frio River Line have a transcurrent
origin?
z The Cretaceous subsidence history of South Texas
(south of the FRL) is focused to the southwest, and not to
the southeast as suggested by present-day dips. Thus,
hydrocarbons may have migrated northeastward from the
Mexican ‘oil kitchens’ (where the rich Tithonian and
Turonian source rocks were more deeply buried) into
basin-edge traps in South Texas.
z Increased burial depths towards the Rio Grande in
South Texas suggest that the oil generation window of the
Austin/Eagle Ford section rises in that direction, from ca.
6000-9000 ft in Pearsall. These source rocks may be mature
at the surface on the Peyotes anticline and in the Sabinas
Basin.
z It is possible that small crustal blocks similar to those
of northeastern Mexico may be found at depth beneath
South Texas. Such blocks would be very significant exploration targets for Smackover/Zuloaga reservoirs, and
could affect salt tectonics and subsequent sedimentation.
z Salt activity south of the Frio River Line is of quite different character than that which is usual in the Northern
z

Gulf province. The absence of a peripheral graben system
is consistent with southwest-directed subsidence until the
Oligocene. Exploration opportunities in and around the
salt structures of South Texas will be different than those
to the northeast.
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are to slow the unit down to minimize agitation, back
pressure on the tubing side of the pumping tee to keep gas
from breaking out inside the tubing string, or a drip of isopropyl alcohol down the backside to break up the foam.
Any combination of these items usually works, however,
in this case the pump kept gas-locking.
It would be fair to say that many pump suppliers have a
variation of the rod pump that was used. Out here in the

In the drawing above:
Fig. 1 represents a gas locked pump with the Panacea tool installed.
Fig. 2 shows some of the gas being trapped between the plunger and
the tool.
Fig. 3 shows the gas exiting above the plunger and being replaced with
fluid.
Fig. 4 shows the fluid being trapped between the plunger and the tool
on the upstroke.
Fig. 5 shows the fluid dropping into the chamber between the valves as
it is replaced with gas. This swap of fluid for gas and gas for fluid will
eventually break the gas lock.

Permian Basin, it might be called a gas bailer pump. It has
also been annotated the Panacea Pump, a little dramatic.
In any event, the name is not as important as the way it
works. There is an extension placed between two shorter
pump barrels of slightly larger OD than the pump barrels.
This creates a “hollow” area as the plunger passes below.
It must be placed so that there is 1 foot of travel below the
extension or coupling when the pump is in the “clutch”
position. This allows the plunger to pass completely past
the coupling on both the up and down strokes.
The tool assists in the breakage of a gas lock by allowing
gas to be re-routed behind the plunger on the downstroke
and fluid to be exchanged into the compression chamber
on the upstroke. Thus an exchange of a small quantity of
gas and fluid takes place and eventually the fluid in the
compression chamber will build up to the point that the
pump will start pumping without locking. Alternatively, a
small amount of pressurized gas can be allowed to escape
behind the plunger on each stroke reducing the compression chamber pressure to the point that the pump intake
pressure can fill the compression chamber with fluid.
Either way the gas lock is effectively broken.1
The tool also assists in removing fine abrasive solids
from the plunger as is seen in the well now “stroke thru”
pump. Any “flour” sand is “wiped” off the plunger by the
fluids in the tool and the tool is cleaned by the turbulence
of the fluids in the pump. The Panacea Pump is currently
being manufactured and distributed by the new CDI
Energy Services. I got mine through Delaware Pump &
Supply in Jal, New Mexico. Since this pump has been
installed, we have had no problems with gas-locking. With
the range of GORs we are seeing it is working well.
1. Technical information taken from http://www.carlsbadnm.com/als/new.htm.
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PROFESSIONAL SOCIETY LIAISON
A number of relevant programs
were outlined at the May meeting of
the AGI Member Society Council in
Salt Lake City. A theme common to
the reports of the forty-one member
societies was the widespread concern
for impending shortages of qualified
earth science personnel as demand
increases with growing needs to
replace declining reserves, and to
replace an aging workforce. The last
“boom” encouraged increased enrollment at our nation’s colleges as the
glitter of high salaries encouraged students to pursue petroleum engineering and geology. Many of those graduates of the late ‘80s were among the
many casualties of the last couple of
“busts.”
None of this is news to us survivors,
but answers to the problems have
been scarce. Enrollments are currently
very low, competition for scholarships
has diminished, our industry’s poor
public perception problem persists,
and we survivors are a few more years
closer to retirement. Additionally,
many colleges no longer have qualified professors to offer in-depth petroleum courses. Research and development in our science which once was
pursued by major oil companies is not
being done. The labs have been
closed; the budgets decimated. There
are now programs intended to combat
these trends and which provide
opportunities for individuals and for
chapters to help.

Ear t h Science W eek
Oct ober 1 2-1 8, 2003

This year’s theme is “Eyes on Planet
Earth: Monitoring Our Changing
World” and focuses attention on the
important work performed every day
by geoscientists and includes activities
and contests designed for elementary
through high school students, the
public, and teachers. The week was
established by the AGI six years ago to
give students and citizens new opportunities to discover earth sciences and
to encourage stewardship of the earth.

How can we help? Check out the AGI
website www.agiweb.org for details.
Do you have children or grandchildren in a school that would benefit
from a visiting expert? Is there a
school around the corner from your
home? Plan ahead to schedule a guest
lecture during Earth Science Week.
SPE chapters and local geological societies almost always have props and
resources for loan. Does your local
public library have fair, accurate books
for children? Check out the recommended list at www.earthscienceworld.org and consider donating a
book to a school or library. If we can
excite a child’s mind to the awesome
world around us, and convince the
public that we are stewards of our
earth, we will have greater opportunity to entice students into our profession.

DOE-funded Oil & Gas R&D

Dr. Scott W. Tinker, director of the
Texas Bureau of Economic Geology,
alerted all of the attendees at the
meeting of the serious lack of funding
for R&D. He described HR1644, a bill
recently introduced by Representative Joe Barton (R-TX), which
includes provisions to allocate DOE
funding to fossil fuel energy research
programs. These funds would be

directed toward university-based
research in ultra deep water and
unconventional natural gas resources.
This research would be available to
independents, would nurture students and universities, and would
help to fill the void in current research
efforts. The bill may be reviewed at
http://thomas.loc.gov/. Let your congressional representative know your
opinion on this issue.

Geology in t he
N ational P ar k s

Robert Spoelhof, ex-Shell and exPennzoil geologist, has published an
inspiring article in the July 2003
Geotimes about his career change to
life as a park ranger. You may access
this article “The Not-So-Retired Life”
on the Internet at http://www.geotimes.org/current/column.html.
Excellent and fulfilling opportunities
to educate the public in the earth sciences are available through our state
and national parks, and through the
Boy Scouts.
If anyone has any comments, questions or suggestions, or if you would
like more information, please contact
me at vlschulz@larocheltd.com.
Valary L. Schulz, Chair


John
n D.. Brouillette
e
Attorney at Law

Oil and Gas Law, Title Opinions and Contracts
Quality work / Reasonable rates
We can tailor our title opinion / title research to suit your needs.
Post Office Box 51469
Lafayette, LA 70505-1469
Email: johnbrouillette@mooregroup.com

Telephone (337) 268-3547
Fax (337) 265-3905
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Society News Continued
CHAPTER PARTICIPATION
COMMITTEE

The Chapter Participation Committee’s function is to facilitate the chapter chairmen by providing guidance
and enhancing inter-chapter discussion and communication. SIPES
National provides a Chapter Operations Manual, hosts a Chapter
Chairmen’s Meeting at the Annual
SIPES Convention, and conducts an
annual survey of chapter activities.
This Chapter Survey Report is provided to each chapter chairman and is
also available to any SIPES member.
At the Midland Annual Meeting, we
had six chapters represented, and had
an informative discussion. As a result
of that meeting, the following initiatives have been implemented:
Several chairmen were unaware of
the Chapter Operations Manual, since it
was a printed book that was not
always passed from the outgoing
chair to the incoming one. As a result,
an electronic copy, in Acrobat PDF format was updated and has been distributed to all chapter chairmen.
Several chairmen commented that a
once-a-year meeting was insufficient
to address training and support. In
response to that, the Chapter Participation Committee is increasing contacts with each of the chairmen
throughout the year, and an electronic Chairmen’s Message Board has
been established on the Internet. The
message board allows all chairmen to
view postings and replies without the
defects of group emails.
Any member having an announcement or event that they would like the
other chapters to know about may
have their chairman post this information to the message board. Chapters have always been asked to send a
copy of their newsletter to each of the
other chapter chairmen. Since some
chapters change chairmen at different
times during the year, timely implementation of this practice has been
problematic. As several newsletters
are now done on computer, the message board is a convenient way to
publicize meeting talks, social events,
seminars and other member news to
other chapters.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
The following new members were approved by the SIPES Membership
Committee from April 7 to June 7, 2003:
SIPES
NUMBER

NAME

CHAPTER

SPONSORS

2956

Robert Bennett

Corpus
Christi

T. Jones, Jr.
J. Collins
M. Clifford

2957

Robert D. Phelps

New Orleans

J. Phelps
M. Fogarty
E. Picou, Jr.

2958

Don D. Hendrie

Oklahoma
City

C. Branham
J. Shenk
W. Ripley

2959

Patrick J. Deenihan

Wichita

D. Reynolds
D. McGinnis
D. McGinnis II
T. McLeod

2960

Kenneth Murray LeBlanc

Wichita

D. McGinnis
D. McGinnis II
D. Reynolds
T. McLeod

2961

Jeannie Fisher Mallick

Houston

J. Allen
L. Jones
D. Sacrey

2962

Carl Attilio Marrullier

Houston

Reciprocal
CPG

2963

C. Lynn Williams

Houston

R. Lathon
W.N. McKinney, Jr.
L. Rairden

2964

Verlan W. Harrell

Oklahoma
City

T. Rowland
G. Close
M. Pollok

2965

James J. Hickey

Dallas

C. Vavra
J. Talbot
J. Jay

2966

Robert A. Cooksey

Dallas

W. LaRoche
W. Kazmann
S. Daniel

2967

John C. Shaw

Lafayette

I. Gallaspy
W. Grubb
S. Porter

The Chapter Participation Committee’s goal is to provide direction and
assistance, and to encourage interchapter communication and interaction. If anyone has any ideas or com-

ments that they would like to convey,
please send them to me at pbritt@texplore.com, or call 281- 494-3155.
Paul W. Britt, Chair
Valary L. Schulz, Co-C
Chair
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President’s Column Continued
Numerous additions have been made to the
meetings in our home towns. All the directors and
newsletter this quarter in an effort to provide
guests present enjoyed their visits, and are lookvaluable information to the membership. One
ing forward to an exciting and pleasurable meetsuch addition is the chapter participation report
ing in 2005.
from Paul Britt and Valary Schulz. In Santa Fe,
The 2004 SIPES Convention in San Antonio repafter hearing the requests of the Chapter
resents the first jointly-sponsored meeting
Chairmen attending the Midland national meetbetween the host local chapter and the National
ing, the Board decided that it was important to
office. Chairpersons Don McGregor (San Antonio
disseminate the news and ideas resulting from
chapter) and Diane Finstrom (National) are makthe interaction between the National Board and
ing great strides at establishing a template for
William T. Goff III
Chapters. Several new initiatives have been
running these hybrid meetings. As San Antonio is
undertaken to increase the communication
the first meeting location for this type of effort,
between chapters and National. (Please see page 23).
numerous questions concerning the division of responsiOther new columns on the SIPES Foundation and our
bilities and labor have arisen as the planning work has
interaction with other professional societies have also been
progressed. The effort by both chapter and national to
added. The Newsletter evolution is a work in progress and
solve these issues is to be commended. Many of the ideas
should contain the work of the entire membership.
and procedures arising from this meeting will be used as
Communicate your suggestions to the Board.
a foundation for future SIPES National meetings.
On the subject of chapters, three of the four new chapPlanning for the 2005 Santa Fe meeting has already
ters, Roswell, Tyler and Tulsa are struggling. In June, the
begun with the review of the various hotels, restaurants
board voted to place the Roswell and Tyler members into
and local activities. In the coming months, technical prothe “At-Large” member category. Despite significant
gram, seminars, field trip, spouse activities and advertisefforts from several Board members, these two chapters
ing, to name just a few committees, will need to be organhave not as yet reached a critical mass to carry on business
ized and staffed for the meeting. In a continued effort to
as independent chapters. Therefore, in fairness to the
involve the general membership on national issues, the
existing members in Roswell and Tyler, they are now conboard will seek volunteers from outside of the Board of
sidered “At-Large” members and are represented on the
Directors to staff these and other committees not handled
Board by Tony Stuart, our “At-Large” director. The
by the National office. This meeting presents an excellent
December Board meeting is going to be held in Tulsa in an
opportunity for all members to participate in our organiattempt to encourage growth for this fledgling chapter.
zation. Anyone interested in contributing to the Santa Fe
Despite a large geoscience population in Tulsa, growth has
annual meeting should contact his or her respective direcbeen very slow. It is the belief of the Board that the Tulsa
tors. The time is fast approaching to begin planning the
community has great potential to produce a strong chapevent so consider putting your imprint on the annual
ter.
meeting.
In closing, I would like to congratulate SIPES member
The Board’s annual “Think Tank” session will be held on
Pat Gratton for his election as president-elect of AAPG.
September 5, 2003, prior to the regularly scheduled third
Pat’s election to this position continues a lengthy string of
quarter meeting in Corpus Christi, Texas. Historically durSIPES members who have been elected to fill this position
ing this session, many of the ideas and issues pertaining to
- a trend that speaks volumes about the high regard our
improvement and/or addition of services to members,
members are held in the geoscience profession.
membership and chapter growth and overall health of
Congratulations, Pat.
SIPES will be discussed and debated. Many of the ideas
and changes discussed in my previous President’s Column
Respectfully submitted,
have evolved from this long weekend. I anticipate that the
William T. Goff

2003 version will not disappoint and will produce several
interesting future action (and President’s Column) items.

SIPES Referral System for Consultants
Consulting SIPES Members — Edit or send in new
information for the SIPES Referral System by 9/30/03.
New books will be printed listing:
Consulting Engineers
Consulting Geologists
Consulting Geophysicists

z
z
z

For Referral System Forms, go to www.sipes.org
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P etr o-Land R esour ces , Inc .
Land and Abstract Services

z

3-D Permitting

z

Mapping

Petro-Land Resources, Inc. manages a core group of professionals, including an oil and gas attorney knowledgeable in property law.
Our services include the following:
Oil and Gas

Right-of-Way Acquisition

Professional Associations

Areas of Experience

Oil and Gas Leasing, lease purchase reports and lease plats.
Abstract of Title.
Due Diligence associated with oil and gas property acquisition and divestiture.
Title Curative, including preparation and execution of curative documents.
Department of Natural Resources research; complete mineral history reports.
Lease Checks.
3-D Seismic Permitting and Options.
Well Permitting.
Royalty Acquisition.
Surface damage negotiations and settlement.
AutoCAD Mapping
American Association of Professional Landmen
Lafayette Association of Professional Landmen
Houston Association of Professional Landmen
Dallas Association of Petroleum Landmen
International Right-of-Way Association

R-O-W Acquisition and Permitting.
Surface damage negotiations and settlement.
Title Abstracting.
Due Diligence Studies.
Environmental Permitting Services.
Project Coordination/Management.
Eminent Domain.
AutoCAD Mapping.

Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas

POST OFFICE BOX 53712 z LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA 70505-3712
1003 HUGH WALLIS ROAD SOUTH, BLDG. F z LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA 70508
OFFICE (337) 265-3948 z FAX (337) 265-3905
email: petro-landresources@cox-internet.com
Contact: Phil Thomas, CPL (since 1980)

SIPES 40th Anniversary Membership Directory
SIPES will publish a new biographical membership directory with photos and member biographies this fall. The directory will be
printed on CD-ROM and sent to all members at no charge. Directory disks will also be sent to non-member companies,
industry associations, legislators, etc., and will be made available at SIPES exhibit booths during various industry meetings.
Please update your membership data using the form below or print the form on the SIPES web site (www.sipes.org) and fax it to the
Dallas office (214-363-8195). If you want to include a new photo, it can be sent to the Dallas office by email (jpeg format is preferred) or
you can send your original photo to be scanned and returned to you. This directory will also include indicies of Professional
Specialties, Geographical Areas of Practice, as well as an Index by Business Address.
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Business Phone:

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Residence Phone: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Fax Phone: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Spouse: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Other Changes: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Directory ads purchased by September 15, 2003 will be printed in this Directory,
along with the 2004 Convention Announcement and the Convention Program Book.
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SIPES Foundation Donors — August 1 , 2002 to August 1 , 2003
$1000 - $1999
James A. Gibbs
In honor of Dr. Richard R. Bloomer

George R. Gibson
In memory of Raymond A. Diemer
7

$600 - $699
John E. Scherer
In honor of Robert D. Cowdery,
Barney C. McCasland,
David A. Eyler, Marc D. Maddox,
& their convention committees
In memory of Thomas Schneider
& Victor F. Vasicek
7

$500 - $599
Nance E. Creager
A. Scott Ritchie
7

$400-$499

Edward K. David
Leonard C. Dionisio, Jr.
George A. Donnelly, Jr.
Marlan W. Downey
Ralph C. Duchin
In memory of Keith Webb

Mark E. Dunham
In memory of Edwin R. Dunham

James P. Evans III
In memory of H. Grady Collier, Jr.

David A. Eyler
Diane & Larry Finstrom
In memory of William F. Eckert, Jr.
& Harvey M. Gandy

Leonard S. Fowler
Stephen E. Collins Fund

Roger A. Freidline
Robert M. Grace

Harold E. Jones

Edward A. McCullough Fund

Marvolene Speed Bennett &
Carleton D. Speed, Jr. Fund &
Edward A. McCullough Fund

In honor of Diane M. Finstrom

7

$300-$399
Avinash C. Ahuja
Arlen L. Edgar

Peter G. Gray
David G. Griffin
In memory of Rayburn D. Ocamb

Robert D. Gunn
In memory of Bruno Hanson

Patrick J.F. Gratton

Dudley J. Hughes
J.D. Hughes
Thomas C. Klekamp

In honor of Peter G. Gray

In memory of Jim L. Barr

In memory of Jack G. Elam,
Thomas Schneider & Victor F. Vasicek

7

$200-$299
Henry C. Magee
H. Rudy Parkison
Deborah K. Sacrey
In memory of Evelyn Moody &
In honor of Al Wadsworth

Robert E. Tehan
7

$100 - $199
Craig W. Adams
Scholarship Endowment Fund

James L. Allen
Donald I. Andrews
William C. Bahlburg
Karl E. Becker
James B. Bennett
Marvolene Speed Bennett &
Carleton D. Speed, Jr. Fund

Foy Boyd
Garnet W. Brock
William C. Burkett
A.T. Carleton, Jr.

Clayton J. Laird

Julius M. Ridgway

Phillip J. McKenna

In memory of Dr. Charles L. Neill

In memory of Dennis C. Irwin, Jr.

Stephen R. Robichaud

Wilbur E. McMurtry
Sally J. Meader-Roberts
Eric L. Michaelson
Wayne D. Miller
H. Jack Naumann, Jr.
Lewis M. O’Neal

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Peter R. Rose
C. Ray Scurlock
Vinton H. Sholl
Daniel L. Smith
William M. Smith
Stephen A. Sonnenberg
In honor of Frank P. Sonnenberg

John C. Stanfield
B.C. St. Martin, Jr.
Michael A. Sura
C.G. Tyner
Scholarship Endowment Fund

George B. Vockroth
G. Clint Wainwright, Jr.
Jerome M. Westheimer
James M. Zotkiewicz
7

$50 - $99
Richard B. Banks
Raymond N. Blackhall
Louis C. Bortz
Ben Buongiorno
Robert H. Cheney
William L. Craig
William W. Crump

In memory of Neil Wendling

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Robert C. Leibrock

Employees of Amerind Oil

Edward A. McCullough Fund

John W. Raine III
Scholarship Endowment Fund

Dwight S. Ramsay
In memory of William Goudy

Christopher P. Renaud
In memory of Charles B. Renaud

Perry O. Roehl
Lewis L. Shackelford, Jr.
In memory of Edward T. Yukl

Rudolf B. Siegert
Jeffry A. Smith
In memory of Vernon Hines

Marion E. Spitler
John J. Taylor
Richard W. Thompson, Jr.
Stephen E. Collins Fund

Donald C. Wambaugh
In memory of Thomas Schneider &
Victor F. Vasicek

William P. Wilbert
In memory of James O. Jones
& George F. Willis

Ralph O. Wilson II
7

$26 - $49

In memory of Frank Ittner
& Thomas Schneider

In honor of Robert C. Leibrock

Richard R. Lindsly

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Orville R. Berg
Frank K. Cahoon

In memory of Harvey M. Gandy

Marvin A. Gibson

In memory of Victor F. Vasicek

Robert H. Marshall
Roger L. Martin

Scholarship Endowment Fund

In memory of Robert L. Slamal

Joel T. Mays
Robert B. Owen
In memory of William F. Eckert, Jr.
& Robert C. Hagens

Lloyd K. Parrish, Jr.
Edward B. Picou, Jr.

Richard H. Forde

William T. Goff III
David N. Grimes
Dean C. Hamilton
Floyd E. Heard
Edward W. Heath
Stephen E. Collins Memorial Fund

Gene A. Carter
Jack C. Cartwright
Jane Hughes Christian
Guy C. Ellison
Larry L. Jones
Douglas H. McGinness
George R. McNeish
W. George Nancarrow
John M. Sharp

Harry Ptasynski
John M. Rakowski

Donald R. Hembre
Andrew C. Jurasin
Arch J. Lair
Robert W. Luker
Don D. Matson

Scholarship Endowment Fund

In memory of George E. Farmar
& Eugene L. Howard

In memory of Thomas Schneider
& Victor F. Vasicek

Scholarship Endowment Fund

William F. Reynolds

Barney C. McCasland, Jr.

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Edward A. McCullough Fund
In memory of Raymond A. Diemer
& Roy Harris

In memory of H. Grady Collier, Jr.

Joseph D. Stewart
Coy L. Watson
W. David Willig
7

The SIPES Foundation gratefully accepts all donations and acknowledges these contributions with a letter.
Due to limited space in the newsletter, we are unable to list gifts under $26.
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News of Members
Rebecca L. Dodge, #2297, of
Carrollton, Georgia, is currently serving as president of the AAPG’s Energy
Minerals Division.


Patrick J. F. Gratton, #412, of Dallas,
Texas has been elected president-elect
of AAPG. He is currently serving on
the association’s executive committee
along with President Stephen A.
Sonnenberg, #2158, of Denver,
Colorado and Secretary Robert L.
Countryman, #2799, of Bakersfield,
California.

Scott G. Heape, #1060, of Dallas,
Texas was profiled on the front page of
the “Business Section” in the July 4th
edition of the Dallas Morning News. He
discussed the lack of activity in the
petroleum industry today, even with
high prices for natural gas and lower
drilling expenses. He also suggested
giving older producing fields a second
look, and described two of his biggest
finds in fields that larger companies
thought were played out.


Thomas Mairs, #2334, of Dallas,
Texas is serving as president of
AAPG’s Division of Professional
Affairs. Deborah K. Sacrey, #1271, of
Houston, Texas is the current DPA
Treasurer.


SIPES Treasurer Valary L. Schulz,
#2284, of Dallas, Texas was elected
chairman-elect of the House of
Delegates of AAPG. Her term will
begin in July 2004.




SIPES Foundation
On behalf of the entire SIPES
Foundation Board, I would like to
thank everyone who has contributed
to the Foundation both this year and
in past years. Your generosity is
appreciated greatly.
The Foundation was formed to provide scholarships and educational
programs, and as a 501(c)(3) organization, can accept tax-deductible contributions. During the year, funds are
raised through the No-Hassle Raffle,
with a drawing for prizes at the
Annual Meeting Awards Dinner, with
an annual fund raising letter that will
be sent to members in November,
through donations provided during
dues renewal, and general contributions throughout the year.
The Foundation also gets income
through interest-bearing accounts
such as CDs. Due to the lower than
expected interest rates this year, the
Foundation will fall far short of its
goal for interest income, so we are
hoping to make up the difference
through additional fund raising
efforts, and contributions from you,
the membership. The Foundation
Board’s goal is to not cut any programs, and efforts will be made to
make up the lost interest income.
The Foundation provides numerous
educational programs. A total of eight
scholarships are awarded. Three
scholarships for $2,000 are provided
by the Marvolene Speed Bennett and

Carleton D. Speed, Jr. Fund, the
Stephen
E.
Collins
Memorial
Scholarship Fund and the Edward A.
McCullough Endowed Fund. Five
additional scholarships for $1,250 each
are provided through donations to
the Foundation’s Scholarship and
General Fund. SIPES actively solicits
applications from colleges and universities in or near chapter cities, and
usually receives about thirty applications from highly-qualified undergraduate and graduate students. The
task of selecting only eight students
for scholarships is a challenging task
each year.
We have also supported the efforts
of educational non-profit organizations, such as the Denver Earth
Science Library and the Kansas
Geological Foundation’s Dr. Robert F.
Walters Digital Geological Library
Project through grants.
The Foundation Traveling Seminar
is a program that was established in
2002 with the “Velocity and Depth
Conversion” seminar given by Phil
Johnson. It was first given in Houston
in 2002, and is being offered by the
Corpus Christi Chapter this fall. The
Foundation underwrites the cost of
travel for the speaker, and the host
Chapter benefits from the proceeds of
the seminar. New Traveling Seminars
are planned, and input from the members on topics or speakers would be
welcome.

The Distinguished Speaker Program
(DSP) is similar to the Traveling
Seminar, providing speaker programs
to the chapters by underwriting the
travel costs of the speakers. The current DSP topic is offered by Michael
Fogarty, who gives a luncheon meeting program titled “Examples of
Fluvial Sequence Stratigraphy from
High Resolution 3-D Seismic Data.”
Like the Traveling Seminar, new
speakers and talks are being sought
for this program.
The Foundation has a video film
library containing tapes and CDs of
various seminars and annual meeting
technical sessions, and provides these
at a nominal rental or purchase cost.
The cost of video taping seminars is
underwritten by the Foundation, and
chapters are invited to offer their seminars for this purpose.
Details of these programs are available on the SIPES website under the
SIPES Foundation Page. Go to
www.sipes.org for more information.
The SIPES Foundation benefits from
the generosity of SIPES members, and
I would again like to thank all of you
for your continued support. Please
watch for the Fall fund raising letter; it
is your opportunity to help us continue our many programs.
Paul W. Britt
President
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2003-2004
Of ficers

President .........................................William T. Goff III .......................................................Denver
Vice-President..................................J.D. Hughes.................................................................Austin
Vice-President of
Natural Resources ........................Brian S. Calhoun .............................................Corpus Christi
Secretary.........................................Mark E. Dunham .....................................................Marshall
Treasurer.........................................Valary L. Schulz ...........................................................Dallas

Craig W. Adams ..............................Advertising ............................................................Fort Worth
Michael N. Austin ............................Environmental ............................................................Denver
Paul W. Britt ....................................Chapter Participation/SIPES Foundation......................Houston
David A. Eyler .................................Conventions/New Chapter Initiatives ..........................Midland
Jereld E. McQueen..........................APPEX Representative ................................................Houston

SIPES
Dir ectors

Daniel M. Reynolds..........................Newsletter/State Legislative Affairs ...............................Wichita
Robert B. Robinson ..........................2004 Annual Meeting .........................................San Antonio
Wendy G. Storbeck..........................Newsletter/Technology Communication ......................Midland
Tony R. Stuart ..................................At-Large Director/Membership ..............................Hattiesburg
Scott A. Wainwright..........................Constitution/Strategic Plan/Nominating...............New Orleans
J. Brian Walter.................................Directory .....................................................................Dallas
Charley B. Whipp ............................Conventions/Public Relations ....................................Lafayette
James M. Zotkiewicz ........................Headquarters/Prof. Enterprise Mgmt....................New Orleans

SIPES Vision Statement

To be the pre-eminent organization for furthering
the professional and business interests
of independent practitioners of the earth sciences.
In achieving this vision, emphasis will be placed on
(1) professional competence,
(2) professional business ethics, and
(3) presenting a favorable, credible
and effective image of the Society.
Adopted by the SIPES Board of Directors
September 21, 1996
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