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”Let the Good Times R”Let the Good Times Roll”oll”
After much prayer and consideration, I

accept the responsibility of being your
president for the year of 2007-2008. The
leadership before me has been awesome. I
have had the privilege of watching Bill
Goff, Brian Calhoun, David Eyler and Mike
Austin in action. Their contributions to
SIPES will never be forgotten and will
carry on for many years. I consider it an
honor and a privilege to serve as your pres-
ident, especially since I’m the first At-Large
Member to hold this office. Pete Mac-

Kenzie of Worthing-
ton, Ohio has suc-
ceeded me as a direc-
tor representing At-
Large Members on
the SIPES Board

One of the strong
points of SIPES is
networking. There-
fore, I will make an
effort to visit every

chapter and headquarters during the com-
ing year. SIPES has introduced me to some
of the finest people in the industry. In
Monterey, I had breakfast with Ray and
Melba Scurlock from Shreveport,
Louisiana. I learned that Ray had worked
for Gulf Oil in New Orleans before becom-
ing an independent in Shreveport. 

(Continued on Page 25)

PrPresidentesident ’’ s Columns Column

George S. Johnson, #2724
Amarillo, Texas

GEOCHEMICGEOCHEMIC AL EXPLAL EXPLORAORATIONTION:
Sample Collection and Survey Design

by Chuck K. Goudge, GrayStone Exploration Labs, Inc. — Golden, Colorado

Note: This article is from the Denver
Chapter, and is the fifth in a new series
submitted by SIPES Chapters.

Near surface petroleum geochemistry
involves the detection of hydrocarbon
gases and other molecules and/or elements
that have been affected by hydrocarbons
emanating from below. Although there are
many potential methods to detect this phe-
nomenon, only a small fraction of them
have been fully investigated. Mistakenly, in
this author's opinion, geochemistry has
largely focused on hydrocarbon gases.
Measuring hydrocarbons directly would
seem to be the most obvious and effective
way to detect hydrocarbon seepage, how-
ever, many of these methods are difficult
and expensive and may be partly responsi-
ble for the slow adoption of near surface

petroleum geochemical exploration tech-
nology. 

All surface geochemical tools measure
the effects of the same phenomena; either
an area is experiencing  seepage or it is not.
The only variable is the amount of the gas
reaching the soil. Therefore, differences
between methods, other than the unique
characteristics of a particular component,
must arise from either collection or analy-
sis. However, analytical chemistry is an
established science with well developed,
quality control protocols, and is unlikely
the source of survey variations. Therefore,
most survey differences must derive pri-
marily from sample collection and survey
design, and this will be the subject of this
paper. 

(Continued on Page 26)
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NN at iona l ,  Sat iona l ,  S tt a tat e  &  Ene &  En v i rv i r onmentonment a l  In fa l  In f o ro r mat ionmat ion

The following reports on national, state and environmental
issues were presented to the SIPES Board of Directors on June
18, 2007 in Monterey, California. Bernie Brauer, Vice President
of National Energy and Corpus Christi Director authored the
report, "Inside Energy." Lee Petersen, the Fort Worth Chapter
Director, provided the report on State Legislative News. Jack
Naumann, Treasurer and Midland Chapter Director, submitted
the Environmental Committee Report. The views and opinions
expressed are those of the authors. Some of the information pre-
sented is in the public domain and is available from a variety of
sources; other references were selected by the authors, and are
noted on their reports. 

INTRODUCTION
Oil supply, demand and the impact on oil price will

always be the foundation of any energy review. However,
that is primarily for those involved in the industry and
investors. For the majority of the public the main connec-
tion they have with energy is how much does gasoline cost
and why is it so high. It seems the next question should
really be - compared to what. For example, compare the
prices of a gallon of bottled water or hotel coffee to a gal-
lon of gasoline!

GASOLINE
The summer driving season seems to reinforce the pub-

lic's feeling that low cost gasoline is an entitlement regard-
less of the market realities. There has not been a refinery
built since 1975, and our gasoline consumption has
increased 60 percent. The situation is complicated when
there are over a dozen separate state-required blends that
are not equivalent but are state-mandated.

Passenger vehicles account for 99 percent of gasoline
consumption. Gasoline accounts for 50 percent of petrole-
um consumption. The EIA has reported that gasoline
stocks have increased for the fifth straight week. The
majority of gasoline imports was directed to the West
Coast causing the East Coast stocks to be 9 MMB under the
normal stock of 60 MMB.

EIA data indicates our gasoline imports come from 14
countries with the top five being: UK, 15.9 MMB/Mo;
Virgin Islands, 11.8 MMB/Mo; France, 7.7 MMB/Mo;
Netherlands, 4.3 MMB/Mo; and Norway, 4.1MMB/Mo.

The national average price for gasoline is $3.20/gallon, up
about 40 percent since January. For a comparison gasoline
is $7.10/gal in Germany. Twenty years ago it was common
for refineries to operate at 78 percent capacity. This
allowed the comfort of spare capacity that allowed
demand spikes and maintenance turnarounds to be man-
aged. Currently the same refineries are operated at over 90
percent of capacity due to increased demand for gasoline.
Recent events in the refinery industry have caused this
tactic to come under close inspection.

ETHANOL
So much is being reported on ethanol and in following

the previous gasoline comments some comments on
ethanol are in order. For one, the Brazilian ethanol indus-
try is more efficient; their sugar cane-based ethanol is 30
percent more cost effective than U.S. corn-based ethanol.
Unintended consequences are occurring in the food chain
as the increasing cost of corn affects many food products. 

Two University of Minnesota professors Runge and
Senauer, in the May/June 2007 issue of Foreign Affairs,
clearly made the case for the negative impacts of corn-
based ethanol on the overall food supply. The biofuel
industry, essentially ethanol, is not driven by market
forces, but by politics and special interests. The U.S. grows
40 percent of the world's corn and accounts for 50 percent
of the corn exports. Ethanol's unfavorable economics will
ensure that the use of corn for ethanol will never be more
important than corn as a food source.

POLITICS
It seems that if the public's connection with the energy

industry is how much do they pay for gasoline for their
cars; the real connection Congress has with the industry is
how high are oil companies profits and what can be done 
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about them. The rhetoric has seemed to change in one sig-
nificant area regarding imports. The comments are more of
the "reducing our dependence" on foreign oil or security of
supply rather than an absolutely unrealistic goal of nation-
al energy independence. Congress seems willing to con-
tinue to posture about their view of excess profits and are
committed that the basis for energy policy will be investi-
gating record profits in hopes of finding something to
punish.

There will be a continuing effort, even with the inherent
legislative inefficiencies, to address green house emissions
with some restrictions. The real challenge will be to see if
the U.S. auto industry is successful in continuing their
business model of selling large, low-mileage cars as gaso-
line prices remain high. Will the U.S. industry continue
this strategy in the face of foreign car makers that build
high mileage, smaller cars and continue to improve U.S.
sales? The public buys the car they want and so far they
still seem to prefer some of the larger U.S. cars.

PRICE
Crude oil closed at $68/bbl on June 15 and is now over

$70/bbl as a year ago when the oil price exceeded $70/bbl
for five months. Oil price has been on a steady rise since
2002 from the $25/bbl level to the current levels.

A major reason for the oil price increase is the reduction
in spare production capacity in OPEC. Spare capacity in
2002 was estimated at 6.0 MMBOPD but was allowed to
decline to 1.0 MMBOPD in 2004. Current estimates have
the spare capacity increasing to 2.5 MMBOPD as develop-
ment and facilities investments are completed.

Tom Petrie of Merrill Lynch, in a presentation on June 11,
indicated a consensus First Call oil price a year from now
at $60 to $70/bbl. Current trends indicate it will most likely
be closer to the $70/bbl price.

Natural gas price at $8.19/MMBTU is still only about 67
percent of the oil price on a BTU basis. Merrill Lynch also
forecast gas prices on June 11 on a First Call consensus. The
boundaries of the forecast for next year are not as smooth
as the oil forecast but include perception of weather and
2.0 TCF of storage that will affect the high-low price
boundaries. The gas price ranges a year from now are fore-
cast to be between $7.90/MMBTU and $9.60/MMBTU. How
times change; in 1960 half the gas sold in Texas was for less
than $.05/MCF.

SUPPLY
Current world supply of crude oil is 84.5 MMBOPD with

35.0 MMBOPD from OPEC. Current domestic oil supply is
5.164 MMBOPD. Compared to a year ago, production is
essentially flat at 5.124 MMBOPD. Imports are 8.858
MMBOPD, or 63 percent of supply with 43 percent from
OPEC.

The top two sources of imported oil to the U. S. continue
to be Canada (2.47 MMBOPD) and Mexico (1.566
MMBOPD). Saudi Arabia (1.563 MMBOPD) almost equals
Mexico and Venezuela (1.195MMBOPD) is just ahead of

Nigeria (1.136MMBOPD). Venezuela is continuing its com-
mitment to increase imports to China and decrease
imports to the U.S.

A key element of supply is the reserves behind the pro-
duction. All parties endorsed the new
SPE/WPC/AAPG/SPEE Petroleum Resource Management
System (PRMS) on March 25. PRMS was developed as def-
initions for estimates of reserves and resources. PRMS was
not to conform specifically to any regulatory guidelines,
but rather what in a technical sense, relating to geology
and engineering, would provide the most reliable and
descriptive estimates.

The use of PRMS is not mandatory; it is for guidance in
developing reserve and resource estimates. Based on the
current acceptance, globally and domestically, the benefits
of universal definitions for reserves and resources are
obvious.

DEMAND
Total domestic crude oil demand is 21.02 MMBOPD

compared to a domestic supply of 8.46 MMBOPD. World
demand is 86.08 MMBOPD and total supply is 84.50
MMBOPD or a reduction of -1.58 MMBOPD in stocks.
There is a direct link from supply to demand, you cannot
use oil that is not available.

There are fourteen countries that have declining oil pro-
duction; all reached their peak production during 1996 to
2004. The exception is the U.S. which reached its peak oil
production of 9.64 MMBOPD in 1971, essentially the date
M. King Hubbert predicted for peak oil. All indications are
that the balance of the supply/demand equation will occur
by decreased demand as gasoline prices increase rather
than from increasing domestic production.

EXPLORATION
Drilling activity has increased from 1600 rigs in April

2006 to 1759 rigs in April 2007. The U.S. is about twice the
international count for rotary drilling rigs at 860. World
geophysical activity has 281 seismic crews with the U.S. the
most active area with 69 domestic crews.

The emphasis in exploration has continued to be for nat-
ural gas. There were 600 rigs drilling for gas in 2002, and
increased steadily to the current 1480 rigs. Gas price has
supported the increased drilling activity but it is becoming
more difficult to sustain durable gains in production. In
1980 half of the gas production was from wells drilled in
the last five years. Peter Stark of IHS in a presentation on
June 12 estimated that now half of current gas production
is from wells drilled in the last 3-3.5 years. Other sources
estimate that 20 percent of the current gas production is
from wells less than three years old. 

Exploration targeting crude oil is currently only 15 per-
cent of the active drilling rigs. The challenge for explo-
ration continues to be, regardless of the region, that more
drilling is not increasing overall production but is only
slowing the natural production decline. Discoveries are
trending toward less production as more wells are drilled.

(Continued)
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GOVERNMENT
The DOI's Minerals Management Service (MMS) has just

published the final draft of their five-year OCS develop-
ment plan. The plan includes controversial areas in Alaska
and Virginia OCS. The plan schedules twenty-one sales
from 2007 to 2012. MMS anticipates the sales will generate
10 MMMB of oil, 45 TCF of gas, and $170 billion in royal-
ties. The MMS neglected to estimate how much in bonus
they anticipate. The program must be submitted to con-
gress and the president, then after sixty days, if there are
no objections, it can be approved by the secretary of inte-
rior effective July 1.

While not necessarily a government issue regarding reg-
ulation, the controversy caused by comments made by
Michael Griffin, administrator of NASA, on an NPR inter-
view was interesting. It was a long interview but one com-
ment stood out, "First of all, I don't think it's within the
power of human beings to assure that the climate does not
change." James Hansen, head of NASA's Goddard Institute
for Space Studies took exception, "I was shocked by his
comments." Hansen was a supporter of Al Gore's film.

Congress will continue to talk about punishing the oil
companies for profits that they deem excessive. It will most
likely not become an issue but will limit what productive
legislative work gets done. 

The house (Boucher/Dingell) and senate
(Levin/Stabenow) are each looking at proposals to man-
date increased mileage standards for cars of 36mpg in 2022
and 30mpg for trucks by 2025. Surprisingly their proposals
are more lenient than what President Bush supports.

The chairman of the House Subcommittee on Energy
and Air Quality indicated recently that a final resolution of
a climate-change bill would not occur until 2008.

It may be a surprise, but according to the General
Accounting Office(GAO) oil and gas royalties paid to the
U.S. government are some of the lowest in the world.
Countries like Angola, Australia, and Egypt and the states
of Wyoming, Alaska and California collect royalties greater
than federal royalties.

The DOE reported that the U.S. is the fastest growing
wind-power market, with Texas, Washington and
California leading the way.

INTERNATIONAL
In Venezuela, Hugo Chavez is in total control. There was

strong organized opposition to his closing the only oppo-
sition TV station in the country. Most recently Venezuela
chose to unilaterally nationalize all private drilling rigs; no
mention of compensation was made. In continuing ties
with China, the first drilling rig manufactured by China
will be delivered in November, and Venezuela will buy
thirteen more rigs from China. Schlumberger, Pride, and
Baker Hughes were owners of the nationalized rigs. It is
hard to imagine that any reasonable dialogue will ever
develop between the U.S. and Venezuela beyond the basic
salesman/customer status. That situation will also most
likely change to the detriment of U.S. imports as Venezuela
finds markets for their oil. It is still a seller's global market
for oil and it seems it will be for some time. Most recently
Exxon/Mobil and Conoco/Phillips found the terms of
"renegotiation" too severe, and chose not to put more
money into a country without a reasonable chance for a
solution. The real loss is that the Venezuelan heavy-oil
resources will not be produced with the optimum techni-
cal support of Exxon/Mobil and Conoco/Phillips to ensure
maximum recovery.

Nigeria is fully realizing its status as a major oil produc-
er but is still plagued by political unrest and conflict. The
current attacks and violence are estimated to have reduced
production by 850 MMBOPD. A thirty-day cease-fire has
been proposed by the main militant group in response to
the new president's offer to negotiate.

In Indonesia, Petermina will solicit partners for develop-
ing twenty oil and gas areas later this year. They have
eleven blocks for exploration and nine for development.
The terms were not announced, but typically they are not
50/50. An 85/15 sharing has not been uncommon.

Mexico's production is expected to drop to 3.0 MMBOPD
from the current 3.2 MMBOPD level. This compares to
EIA's estimate last year of 4.0 MMBOPD. The EIA identi-
fied a 14 percent decline in Cantarell's production, Pemex's
largest oil field.

STATE LEGISLATIVE NEWS
COLORADO

The first regular session of the 2007 General Assembly
adjourned in May, having heard at least fifty bills related
to energy development, and passing almost half of those.
Some of the more notable bills passed:

HB 07-1037 (Requires Public Utilities Commission to
establish energy savings goals for utilities) signed by the
governor 5/22/2007

HB 07-1139 (Doubles the percentage of state severance
tax revenues credited to local cities and counties where
drilling takes place, from 15% to 30%) signed by the gov-
ernor 5/29/2007

(Continued)
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HB 07-1142 (Requires that all statements and docu-
mentation filed with a county assessor related to the valu-
ation of an oil or gas leasehold are public records that are
available for inspection, instead of being considered pri-
vate documents) signed by the governor 4/16/2007

HB 07-1146 (Requires any municipality or county with
building codes to incorporate minimum energy efficiency
standards on new construction and renovations, including
homes) signed by the governor 5/03/2007

HB 07-1281 (Requires utilities to get 20% and rural co-
operatives to get 10% of their electricity from renewable
resources such as the sun, wind, or biomass by 2020)
signed by the governor 3/27/2007

HB 07-1298 (Gives Division of Wildlife a larger role in
decisions about locating oil and gas operations, to mini-
mize the impact of such operations on wildlife resources)
signed by the governor 5/29/2007

HB 07-1341 (Directing the Oil and Gas Conservation
Commission to foster oil and gas development consistent
with the protection of the environment, wildlife resources,
and public health, safety, and welfare; increases the
Commission to nine voting members, seven of which are
appointed by the governor, and only three of which need
have any oil and gas industry experience; specifies com-
missioners with expertise in environmental or wildlife pro-
tection, soil conservation, and agricultural production)
signed by the governor 5/29/2007

Note: two ballot initiatives have been filed by envi-
ronmental groups in Colorado, that if certified for the fall
2008 ballot would propose to ban any industry members at
all from serving on the COGCC. 

SB 07-100 (Makes it easier for utilities to build trans-
mission lines for renewable sources and to recover those
investments from ratepayers expeditiously) signed by the
governor 3/27/2007

KANSAS
HB 2169 (An act concerning the Kansas development

finance authority; relating to energy conservation
improvements and energy conservation measures;
amending and repealing the existing sections) approved
by the governor 4/13/2007

HB 2278 (An act concerning electric and natural gas
public utilities; relating to financing of energy conserva-
tion equipment) approved by the governor 3/28/2007

HB 2429 (Earmarking sales and income taxes collected
from oil and gas operations to fund the Kansas Biological
Survey and the Kansas Geological Survey to conduct ener-
gy research and oil reclamation procedures) referred to
Energy and Utilities Committee

SB 50 (Repeals the Kansas Franchise Tax) referred to
committee

SB 128 (An act concerning the state corporation com-
mission; relating to providing energy conservation infor-
mation to consumers by certain electric utilities; establish-
ing the energy conservation education advisory group)
rejected by House

SB 238 (Grants the Kansas Corporation Commission
the ability to charge a fee for applications of intent to drill
wells) referred to Utilities Committee

SB 303 (Mandates that all gasoline sold for retail in
Kansas after 1/01/2009 is at least 10% ethanol-blended
gasoline) referred to Agriculture Committee

SB 325 (Would allow anyone who seeks interconnects
with gas gathering lines to request the KCC to investigate
and initiate proceedings to review access, service, or aban-
donment) approved by the governor 4/10/2007

LOUISIANA
HB 513 (Provides relative to local government notifi-

cation and public hearings for drilling permit applications
for sites located within residential zoning districts)
assigned to Natural Resources Committee

HB 576 (Repeals the minimum ethanol and bio-diesel
standards for gasoline and diesel) assigned to committee

HB 617 (Prohibits drilling in and around Lake Peigneur
or the Jefferson Island salt dome) passed Environment
Committee, assigned to Natural Resources Committee

HB 805 & SB 173 (Prohibits the injection of certain
waste into salt domes) assigned to Environment and
Natural Resources Committees

MONTANA
HB 405 (Increase natural resource development for

low-cost energy) died in standing committee
HJ 13 (Encourage oil and gas development) died in

standing committee
SB 19 (Revise laws governing oil and gas developers

and surface owners) chapter number assigned
SB 241 (Requiring reclamation plans for oil and gas

operations; establishing specific requirements for reclama-
tion plans on lands affected by oil and gas operations;
conditioning performance bonds for oil and gas opera-
tions) died in process

SB 407 (Authorizing emergency discharges of coal bed
methane water) vetoed by governor

NEW MEXICO
HB 41 (Statewide aquifer mapping project) in commit-

tee
HB 386 (Oil and gas operations emissions standards)

in committee
HB 431 (Greenhouse gas reporting emissions & fee) in

Senate committee
HB 569 (Oil and gas operator civil penalties) in com-

mittee
HB 665 (Oil and gas property unit valuation) Senate

calendar
HB 675 (Bureau of Geology publications) in committee
HB 755 (Endangered species collaborative) in commit-

tee
HB 777 (Oil and gas reclamation fund stability) chap-

ter

(Continued)
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HB 827 (Surface Owners Protection Act; surface own-
ers must be notified 30 days before drilling operations
begin, oil and gas operators must compensate surface
owners for damages, operators must restore well sites after
production ends) signed by governor 3/08/2007

HB 1122 (Oil and gas produced water tax credits) in
committee

SB 340 (Oil and gas property alternative unit valua-
tion) chapter

SB 1024 (Ownership proof of oil and gas equipment)
in committee

SJM 10 (Recognizing the importance of nuclear ener-
gy and Uranium resources in New Mexico) Senate table

OKLAHOMA
HB 1485 (Ad Valorem valuation and appellate reforms)

approved by governor 6/04/2007
HB 1658 (Oil and gas sound level restrictions) referred

to committee
HB 1889 (Negotiating oil and gas surface damages)

referred to committee
HB 1954 (Oklahoma oil and gas act of 2007) referred to

rules
SB 136 (Commission on marginally-producing oil and

gas wells - modify fees to fund) approved by governor
5/24/2007

SB 631 (Gross production tax exemption-Modify types
of production which are subject to limitation) referred to
committee

TEXAS
SB 714 (Requirements applicable to a water well locat-

ed in a groundwater conservation district and used in con-
nection with certain oil or gas well operations; would
require operators to provide monthly reports to ground-
water conservation districts on their fresh-water use for
drilling rigs and frac jobs) sent to the governor

HB 630 (Notifying surface owners after an operator
receives a drilling permit) signed by the governor
5/25/2007

HB 722 (Relating to the establishment of a global
warming task force) left pending in committee

HB 1659 (Relating to eminent domain condemnation
of land by pipelines) referred to State Affairs committee

HB 1904 (Relating to the financial security require-
ments for operators of oil and gas wells; raises price-per-
foot bonding level from $2 to $4) left pending in commit-
tee

HB 1920 (Relating to the remedies available in connec-
tion with certain disputes between producers of natural
gas and persons who gather or transport the gas) sent to
the governor

HB 3273 (Authorizes the Railroad Commission to levy
penalties against purchasers, transporters, or gatherers for
violations of RRC rules or discrimination because of
reporting) sent to the governor

WYOMING
HB 0050 (Oil and gas units, modifying consent

requirements necessary for the amendment of orders
entered by the Wyoming oil and gas conservation com-
mission or cooperative agreements relating to specified
recovery operations) in hearing

HB 0169 (creates a sales and use tax exemption for
clean coal technology, requires an annual report and pro-
vides for a sunset of the exemption) introduced in the
Senate; no further action prior to cutoff

HB 0234 (Specifying damages recoverable for injury to
a spring, well or other water source caused by oil and gas
operations) died in committee

HB 0263 (Expanding rulemaking authority of the oil
and gas conservation commission as specified) in hearing

SOURCES
Colorado General Assembly
http://www.leg.state.co.us/
Rocky Mountain News
http://www.rockymountainnews.com
Kansas Legislature
http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-legisportal/index.do
Louisiana State Legislature
http://www.legis.state.la.us/
Montana State Legislature
http://leg.mt.gov/css/default.asp
New Mexico Legislature — http://legis.state.nm.us/lcs/
Oklahoma Legislature — http://www.lsb.state.ok.us/
Texas Legislature Online
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Home.aspx
TIPRO — http://www.tipro.org
Wyoming State Legislature
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/
The American Oil & Gas Reporter

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE REPORT
In past reports I have attempted to bring forth data and

information of differing opinions over various environ-
mental issues. Hopefully, this information has been pre-
sented in a non-biased and objective format. However,
with the current worldwide political opinion being some-
what biased concerning the global warming discussions, I
feel compelled to devote this report solely to global warm-
ing and to submit a somewhat differing view. 

Global Warming: Global warming is a reality; it is occur-
ring, and in this writer's opinion, it is naive to claim that it
is not. Global warming is real; the temperatures of the
Earth have increased over the last century. This in turn has
evolved worldwide into highly emotional and politicized
debates and discussions. Currently, from the political and
public opinion point of view, the debates and discussions
appear to be over. The resulting outcome being that the
prevailing scientific and political understanding and find-
ings indicate that carbon dioxide is the main compound

(Continued)
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creating the Earth's temperatures to rise, and that anthro-
pogenic activity is the main source for these increases in
carbon dioxide. Estimates and projections show that this
increase will potentially result in an upheaval of the
Earths' climate, which will in turn result in dramatic
changes in life as we know it to exist today.

In this writer's opinion, the debate is not over. The basis
for logical scientific reasoning, objectivity and determina-
tion is that questions must be continually asked. For the
applied science to be accurate issues must be brought to
the forefront and probed and all available pertinent infor-
mation must be applied. 

Yes, the Earth has and is warming, and higher levels of
carbon dioxide are partially to blame. But, are the current
measured increases of carbon dioxide totally to blame?
Much of the global warming determinations have been
derived from computer-based models or projections. As
with any computer-based model, the results are only as
good as the quality and input (or manipulation) of the
data. Climate science is difficult at best to predict, and in
geologic terms, the recorded data available for input rep-
resents only a fraction of time in duration. Additionally,
data from precision-based weather satellites have not been
available except in the last forty-seven years. (The first suc-
cessful weather satellite was the TIROS-1 launched April 1,
1960). It would be interesting to see a computer model that
had access to modern measurement devices that took into
account CO2 levels and temperature readings from the last
1 million years. 

What computer models are is just that; models. They are
not fact; they are not definitive; they are tools to use. It is
noteworthy that many computer models of Earth's tem-
perature change utilize only surface instrumentations,
which are affected by human activity (i.e., proximities to
urban areas). 

As a prospecting geologist, I understand that the more
pertinent data I have to input into my projects the higher
the percentage I have of a successful outcome. I also
understand that once applied, the data can and will
change and these changes or modifications can be built
upon. Questioning the information and searching for
answers never stops. 

Along those lines, I find it interesting how the topic of
global warming is approached and how it is reported to
the world governments and to the public in general. The
following contains direct quotes and summaries from mul-
tiple sources indicating the possible warming within the
solar system. It has only been lightly reported on in the
mainstream media. Please consider the following:

Warming Within the Solar System:
Neptune

A statement issued by G.W. Lockwood of the Lowell
Observatory in Flagstaff, Arizona has indicated that an
analogous situation may be occurring on Neptune that
parallels Earth's current temperature variations. Detailed

variations of long-term photometric measurements show
changes over a half a century. Partial explanations can be
attributed to the seasonal changes in the atmosphere;
however, seasonal changes do not explain the detailed
variations. One explanation offered is the combinations of
seasonal changes along with solar driven changes are the
contributing factors. This forms the basis of a correlation
existing between the brightness variations observed on
Saturn and the temperature changes on Earth, which in
turn give credence to planetary climate changes due to
variations in the solar system. (World Climate
Report/Geophysical Research Papers)

Triton
Triton, the largest of the planet Neptune's eight moons

has apparently been experiencing global warming. MIT
astronomer James L. Elliot and his colleagues from Lowell
Observatory and Williams College reported in the publica-
tion "Nature" that observations obtained by NASA's
Hubble Space Telescope and ground-based instruments
reveal that Triton seems to have heated up significantly
since the Voyager space probe visited it in 1989. 

The atmosphere of Triton is similar to Earth's in that is
mainly composed of nitrogen, but due to lower surface
pressures, Triton would be comparable to Earth's atmos-
phere at 45 miles. Elliot used one of the Hubble telescope's
"Fine Guidance Sensors" to measure light variations as it
passed through Triton's atmosphere. These measurements
were of the gradual increases or decreases in transmitted
starlight as it passed through the atmosphere on Triton.
Their findings show the changes in this transmitted light
density as it passed through Triton's atmosphere indicat-
ing changes in atmospheric density. By detecting that
Triton's atmospheric density had increased, astronomers
were able to infer that the temperature of the ice on
Triton's surface has increased (due to the atmospheric
pressure increases).

"This pressure increase implies a temperature increase,"
Elliot wrote. With Triton's thin atmosphere, it is calculated
that even small percentages of melting ice (water vapor)
creates a large increase in atmospheric pressure. The sur-
face temperature of Triton has increased on the absolute
temperature scale from about -392 to -389 degrees
Fahrenheit. This would equate out to an increase of some
22 degrees Fahrenheit in just nine years on Earth.

Elliot stated "It's generally true around the solar system
that when we try to understand a problem as complex as
global warming - one in which we can't control the vari-
ables - the more extreme cases we have to study, the more
we can become sure of certain factors. With Triton, we can
clearly see the changes because of its simple, thin atmos-
phere." (MIT News Office)

(Continued)
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Uranus
Using the Hubble Space Telescope researchers at the

University of Wisconsin have identified clear images of a
"spot" on Uranus. This spot is approximately 1,900 miles
long and 1,100 miles wide and is located within the atmos-
phere of the northern hemisphere of Uranus. The infer-
ence is that the "spot" may be the result of warming of the
northern hemisphere due to solar influence. (NASA
/Hubble Site)

Jupiter
Researchers using the Hubble telescope have observed

that Jupiter began to develop a "new" red spot. The merg-
ing of three separate oval-shaped storms between 1998
and 2000 formed the new red spot, denoted as "Red Spot,
Jr." There is not much known about the storms on Jupiter,
however, it has been postulated that the storms pick up
surface material with enough intensity to elevate the
material into the atmosphere, (this is what gives the plan-
et’s red coloration). Further observations indicate the
storms on Jupiter appear to behave similarly to the hurri-
canes present on Earth. 

A joint study done by Imke de Pater and Philip Marcus
of University of California, Berkeley indicates that Jupiter
is in the process of a global change and that these observed
storms may be a result. It has been suggested that these
changes indicate a global temperature changes as much as
10 degrees Fahrenheit. De Pater stated, "The storm is grow-
ing in altitude; before when they were just ovals they did-
n't stick out above the clouds. Now they are rising. This
growth signals a temperature increase in that region."
(NASA / Space.com)

Mars
In 2005 data from the Mars Global Surveyor and

Odyssey missions indicate that the southern polar ice cap
of Mars has been decreasing in size for the last three years.
The head of space research at St. Petersburg's Pulkovo
Astronomical Observatory in Russia, Habibullo
Abdussamatov, claims that the global warming on Earth is
due to the long-term increase in solar irradiance.
Abdussamatov has studied the variations in the climates
on both Earth and Mars and concludes that these changes
are consistent with variations in the warmth of the Sun. 

Abdussamatov stated: "Mars has global warming, but
without a greenhouse and without the participation of
Martians. These parallel global warming - observed simul-
taneously on Mars and on Earth - can only be a straight-
line consequence of the effect of the one same factor: a
long-time change in solar irradiance." Abdussamatov has
studied the variations in the climates on both Earth and
Mars and concludes that variations in the warmth of the
Sun are the reason for these changes.

Recently a new study, jointly from NASA and the USGS
has determined that the temperature increases on Mars
may be attributed to massive dust storms. These shifting
dust storms are speculated to originate from rising surface
temperatures and may be contributing to Martian global
warming and to the shrinking polar ice cap. In this study,
a computer model called the "Mars General Circulation
Model," calculated the surface temperature of Mars. The
model was two-fold; one scenario used Viking data from
the 1970s, and the other utilizing data from the Mars
Global Surveyor, but both covering the same area. The
resulting measurements from both data sets showed that
Mars has increased by 1.72 degrees Fahrenheit over the
last two decades.

Paul Geissler of the USGS stated: "That magnitude of
change is comparable to what we've estimated for the
global warming seen on Earth over the last 100 years."
(NGO/NASA)

Additional Evidence of Solar Warming: Scientists at
Duke University have released a study that indicates at
least 10-30 percent of measured global warming on Earth
during the last two decades may be due to solar output
rather than increases from carbon dioxide. Duke associate
research scientist, Nicola Scafette stated: "The problem is
that Earth's atmosphere is not in thermodynamic equilibri-
um with the Sun, the longer the time period that the
Earth's atmosphere is not in thermodynamic equilibrium,
the stronger the effect will be on the atmosphere, because
it takes time to adapt."

Solar information from 1980 to 2002 was utilized, with
the short-range effects that influence surface temperatures
filtered out, but not the effects of global warming. The con-
clusion was that greenhouse gases had an influence, but
not as strong as was thought, and in fact, the Sun may
have minimally contributed 10-30 percent of the 1980-2002
global surface warming.

Milankovitch Theory: The Milankovitch Theory is an
astronomical theory of climate change and is an explana-
tion for changes in the seasons, which result from changes
in the Earth's orbit around the Sun. The theory is based
upon calculations of the slow changes in the Earth's orbit
based on the measurements of the position of the stars and
the gravitational pull of other planets and stars. The mea-
surements determined that the Earth "wobbles" in its orbit.
The Earth's "tilt" is what causes seasons, and changes in the
tilt of the Earth, change the strength of the seasons. The

(Continued)
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Prospects in Texas and Oklahoma
We have workover rigs in East Texas

Please contact: Donna Lattanzi
903.526.1740      dlattanzi@princessthree.com
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seasons can also be accentuated or modified by the degree
of roundness of the orbital path around the Sun. 

The Earth wobbles in space so that its tilt changes
between about 22 and 25 degrees on a cycle of about 41,000
years. It is the cool summers, which are thought to allow 
snow and ice to last from year to year in high latitudes,
eventually building up into massive ice sheets.

Orbital changes occur over thousands of years, and the
climate system may also take thousands of years to
respond to orbital forcing. The theory suggests that the
primary driver of ice ages is the total summer radiation
received in northern latitude zones where major ice sheets
have formed in the past, near 65 degrees north. Past ice
ages correlate to 65º N summer insolation, (insolation is
the measurement of solar radiation energy on a surface).
Astronomical calculations show that 65º N summer insola-
tion should increase gradually over the next 25,000 years,
and that no 65º N summer insolation declines sufficient to
cause an ice age are expected in the next 50,000 - 100,000
years. (Data from NOAA Paleoclimatology)

Tree Ring Data: A study that appeared in the journal
"Nature" indicated that a warm period 800-1,000 years ago
(Medieval Warm Period), might have been part of a natur-
al planetary cycle. The study, which analyzed tree ring
data from fourteen sites on three continents in the north-
ern hemisphere concluded that a warming trend occurred
and that it compares to the warming trend of the 20th cen-
tury. 

Edward Cook of the Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory
in Palisades, New York said the study shows the Earth to
be "capable of rapid changes and long periods of above
average warmth on its own without enhanced greenhouse
warming caused by human activities. We don't use this to
refute greenhouse warming," said Cook, "But it does show
that there are processes within the Earth's natural climate
system that produce large changes that might be viewed
as comparable to what we have seen in the 20th century."
Cook said the study found that, based on the growth of
rings in the trunks of trees that lived hundreds of years
ago, the temperatures during the Medieval Warm Period
were about equal to the warming trend that started in the
20th century. (From WDC Paleoclimatology) Obviously,
the anthropogenic sources of greenhouse gases during this
period were negligible.

Michael Griffin, the head of NASA, recently refuted glob-
al warming, stating, "I'm aware that global warming exists.
I understand that the bulk of scientific evidence accumu-
lated supports the claim that we've had about a one degree
centigrade rise in temperature over the last century to
within accuracy of 20 percent. I'm also aware of recent
findings that appear to have nailed down -- pretty well
nailed down the conclusion that much of that is manmade.
Whether that is a long-term concern or not, I can't say. I
have no doubt that a trend of global warming exists. I am
not sure that it is fair to say that it is a problem we must
wrestle with. To assume that it is a problem is to assume

that the state of Earth's climate today is the optimal cli-
mate, the best climate that we could have or ever have had
and that we need to take steps to make sure that it doesn't
change. First of all, I don't think it's within the power of
human beings to assure that the climate does not change,
as millions of years of history have shown, and second of
all, I guess I would ask which human beings - where and
when - are to be accorded the privilege of deciding that
this particular climate that we have right here today, right
now is the best climate for all other human beings. I think
that's a rather arrogant position for people to take."

Aerosol Optical Thickness: Aerosol Optical Thickness,
(AOT) is defined as tiny aerosol particles in Earth's atmos-
phere, which are composed of dust, smoke and human
related pollution. These particles can reflect or absorb
light, which directly affects the Earth's energy balance and
climate. Researchers at NASA and the NASA Goddard
Space facility have presented data of the amounts of AOT
in the atmosphere. The data spans the years 1981 though
2005 and represent the longest recorded period of estimat-
ed AOT to date. The resulting data showed a decrease in
the AOT amounts during the study period and coincides
with measurements of the solar radiation at the Earth's
surface indicating a decline in the dimming power of
aerosols over the past decade. NOAA satellites have been
able confirm these readings by comparable observations of
AOT amounts from large aerosol events such as major fires
or volcanoes. 

These findings pose additional questions to be brought
forward concerning the current global warming relation-
ship to carbon dioxide concentrations. (From NASA
Goddard Institute for Space Studies).

(Continued)

Element/Compound  % 
  
Nitrogen 78.1 
Oxygen 20.9 
Argon 0.9 
Neon 0.002 
Helium 0.0005 
Krypton 0.0001 
Hydrogen 0.00005 
  
Carbon Dioxide  0.04 
Methane 0.0002 
Ozone 0.000004 
Water Vapor 0-4% 
 

Breakdown of the Earth's Atmosphere
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Summary: The intent of this report is to bring forth other
variables, particularly solar activity and not just carbon
dioxide, as an additional explanation for global warming.
The current measurements of carbon dioxide in the Earth’s
atmosphere range from 0.035% to as high as 0.05%. Of this,
it is estimated that approximately 5% of the total CO2 out-
put is from anthropogenic activity and 95% from natural
sources. Does this increased percentage of CO2 have an
effect on global temperatures? Obviously it does, but to
what extent?

In a different perspective: Think of the atmosphere con-
sisting of a total of 100 cases of 24 one-liter bottles, (2,400

one-liter bottles). 99 cases (2,376 one-liter bottles) would be
composed of nitrogen and oxygen (78% and 21% respec-
tively). The remaining one case would contain "green-
house" gases, (a total of 24 one-liter bottles of "greenhouse"
gases). Of these 24 one-liter bottles, 23 would be water
vapor and 1 would be carbon dioxide. Ninety-five percent
of the worlds CO2 output is from natural sources.

Five percent of the worlds CO2 output is from manmade
sources. This would leave the last one-liter bottle to con-
tain only 50ml of man-made carbon dioxide.

Willard R. Green, #1676, of Midland, Texas assumed the
presidency of AAPG on July 1, 2007.

John M. Armentrout, #3068, of Damascus, Oregon is
the current vice president of AAPG.

Robert M. Grace, #714, and Paul C. Raymond, Jr.,
#2076 of Midland, Texas were presented Pioneer Awards
by the West Texas Geological Society at an awards dinner
on May 24, 2007.

Lee Higgins, #2267, of Dallas, Texas is serving as the
2007-2008 President of the Dallas Geological Society.
Joining him on the DGS Board is J. Sirman Hollabaugh,
#2702, who is serving as second vice president.

Robert Grace Paul Raymond

Lee Higgins Sirman Hollabaugh
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SONRIS is a free, state-maintained,
web-accessible, oil and gas database
for Louisiana. You can reach it by
going to www.sonris.com. When you
access SONRIS you get a screen that
looks like Figure 1 below. From an oil
and gas exploration perspective, there
are three parts to SONRIS: Database
Access, Document Access, and GIS
Access. You can interface with SON-
RIS through the Internet (SONRIS
Lite) or by using advanced database
type queries (SONRIS Classic) - I am
going to only discuss how to use

SONRIS Lite. This first article in a
four-part series will introduce you to
SONRIS and describe the basic ways
an independent can take advantage of
this free valuable resource when
exploring for oil and gas in Louisiana.
I will also make sure you know how to
access the excellent online help and
get into the three main sections of
SONRIS. 

You move to the different parts of
SONRIS by selecting from the menu
bar on the left or at the top. (Fig. 1).
These parts of SONRIS do not require

that you purchase any special soft-
ware because you can download any
applications you will need free from
the SONRIS web site. I recommend
that you take the time to download all
the different software components up
front so your movement between
applications will be transparent. 

SONRIS works best when you have
all three sections - Database,
Document, and GIS Access up at once
and use the swipe function (ctrl C
then ctrl V) to cut and paste between
the sections.

Other than the above free software,
you basically need a PC system similar
to what you are already using to run
other geoscience applications like
SMT. SONRIS does recommend that
you use a "level 4 or better browser"
and gives you a link to download the
free Microsoft Internet Explorer 5. 

Before you get started, you should
take some time to look through the
online help by selecting the help area
at the top of the main screen as shown
in Figure 2. It has the standard FAQs
as well as the phone number and
email you can use for more personal
help. You will find details about mini-
mum system requirements as well as
some great online tours. I recommend 
that you take the time to browse the
Database Access Quick Tour, look at
the list of source and type the millions
of documents available such as well
logs, and read up on some clues about
using the full GIS functionality.

(Continued)
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SONRIS — Louisiana Department of Natural RSONRIS — Louisiana Department of Natural Resouresources ces 
Online Oil and Gas DatabaseOnline Oil and Gas Database

PPart 1: Sart 1: S ONRIS OverviewONRIS Overview
by Jeanne S.F. Phelps, #2509 — Houston, Texas

Figure 1: The top screen of SONRIS. The area circled on the left is where you select the 
different pieces of SONRIS that are described in this article. The area circled at the top is
where you access the online help.



Figure 2: The top screen for SONRIS online help. The circled area shows the different areas to select for the three
main components of SONRIS.

Technology  Corner  Continued
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Figure 3: This is the top level screen under the Database Access part of SONRIS. The upper arrow shows where to
find data using the API number and the lower arrow shows you where to go if you want to search by field codes in 
a particular parish. (Continued)
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The first main component of the
SONRIS Database or SONRIS Lite is
an HTML-based screen where you
can query a statewide database of
well, production, injection, transport,
and lease information. It also contains
information about SONRIS codes,
pre-run reports, coastal data, and
reports that must be filed with the
Louisiana Secretary of State. When
you click on the SONRIS Lite area on
the left of the main menu, you have
the ability to run different reports to
access well and production data.
Figure 3 shows the standard sorting
buckets such as parish, section, town-
ship, range, and API number that are
available to help you find data - but
the key is the SONRIS serial number.
The serial number is the unique code
that allows you to locate spatially in
the GIS system a specific well and get
access to the scanned documents like
the well log. Since I usually have the
API number I use that to find my
SONRIS serial number. Other useful
codes can be found in the
Codes/Lookups portion of the
Document Access screen. I like to use
Fields by Parish when I am browsing a
parish to see what the oil and gas
fields have produced in that area.

The second main component of
SONRIS is the Document Access.
Assuming you have correctly down-
loaded all the free software and have
it running, then you go to this section
to see what different documents are
available. Figure 4 is the set up for

using the SONRIS serial number to
find out if any well logs are available
for a well. In this case an "Electrical"
log is available. For those of you inter-
ested in preserving the history of oil
and gas wells, you should be aware
that the Louisiana DNR (Department
of Natural Resources) is interested in
your old files and will scan them
(there is a backlog), so they become
part of the public record. Just call the

SONRIS help line to find out the
details.

The third main component of SON-
RIS is the GIS Access. When you select
this field from the main screen, you
get a screen with a map of Louisiana
and its parishes as shown in Figure 5.
Using the graphic icons at the top
right of the screen, you can zoom in to
your area of interest. The button with
the purple book with the question
mark is the online help - select that
and when you place your cursor on
the other buttons it will tell you their
functions. You can use the layers on
the left to turn on the sub-layers like
oil and gas wells, fields, townships
and ranges, roads, etc. The more you
zoom in, the more layers of informa-
tion you can add to the screen.

In future articles I will show you
how to use the GIS system to locate
data about specific wells, view the
well logs using free software from
Schlumberger and Atlas, and create
aerial views and LandSat picture files
to check out the on the ground envi-
ronment of your well site and use as a
culture layer in SMT. Hope this has
sparked your interest to look further
into a wonderful tool to evaluate oil
and gas deals in Louisiana.

Figure 4: This is the basic screen under the Document Access part of SONRIS with the set
up and result of a search for a well log for a specific serial number.

Figure 5: This is the top screen under the GIS Access part of SONRIS. Note the graphic 
buttons above and the layer section to the left of the state outline. Don’t forget to take
advantage of the help button (purple book with the question mark on it) to see what all 
the graphic buttons do.
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The SIPES Austin Chapter and the National Organization will co-host a field trip to view the Texas Hill Country
Geology & Vineyards on November 2 and 3, 2007. There will be an icebreaker on Friday evening in Austin, and our
tour bus will depart from Oakhill in southwest Austin at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday morning. 

Planned stops of interest include the Hamilton Pool Natural Area, the McReynolds Winery and Spicewoods
Winery. We also plan to visit the southeast flank of the Llano Uplift in the Horseshoe Bay/Kingsland area, with
selected stops. The bus will then travel south to Johnson City, and a visit to the Texas Hills Vineyard. We may also
stop at Driftwood Vineyards on our way back to Oakhill. Be prepared to buy some wine!

Spouses and guests are also encouraged to attend this day-long trip. For those who might come early to Austin, 
I strongly recommend a visit to the Bullock Museum and the University of Texas Museum of Natural History in
Austin. The discount mall at San Marcos is also an international attraction.

This is a preliminary announcement, and we will finalize the schedule and itinerary over the next few weeks. We
plan to email this information to all chapters by the time of your first meeting in the fall. The SIPES office in Dallas
will also have information available for At-Large Members who want to attend. We are working on a price per 
person that will include the icebreaker, a guide-book, the bus trip, and lunch. We are also compiling a list of hotels
in the area, along with maps and schedules. A map of the area is included below. We look forward to seeing you
in November!

J. Don Haynes, #1761 — SIPES Austin Chapter

SIPES 2007 TSIPES 2007 Texas Hill Countrexas Hill Countr y y 
Geology & VGeology & Vineyards Field Tineyards Field Triprip

November 2-3, 2007November 2-3, 2007

1 — Alamosa Wine Cellars

2 — Becker Vineyards

3 — Chisholm Trail Winery

4 — Comfort Cellars Winery

5 — Driftwood Vineyards

6 — Dry Comal Creek Vineyards

7 — Fall Creek Vineyards

8 — Flat Creek Estate

9 — Fredericksburg Winery

10 — Grape Creek Vineyards

11 — Lost Creek Vineyard 
(temporarily closed due to flooding)

13 — McReynolds Winery

14 — Pillar Bluff Vineyards

15 — Sister Creek Vineyards

16 — Spicewood Vineyards

18 — Texas Hills Vineyard
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CORPUS CHRISTI
Robert Todor with Devon Energy

Corporation was the featured speaker
for our April meeting at the Corpus
Christi Town Club. His presentation
"Iraqi Oil: Fuel for Conflict or
Lubricant for Peace?" included an
overview of Iraq's oil and gas reserves,
current production, hydrocarbon
exports, and their combined impact
on the economy. As senior business
development advisor, Bob currently
advises senior management on the
key technical, commercial, partner,
and host government value drivers of
Devon's international growth initia-
tives. 

In 2005-06, he served as senior con-
sultant to the Iraqi Ministry of Oil
with the U.S. Department of State in
the American Embassy in Baghdad.
There, he was responsible for techni-
cal assistance to the Ministry and the
execution of a $2.4 billion reconstruc-
tion program in Iraq's oil sector.

Bob holds a B.S. degree in petrole-
um and natural gas engineering from
Pennsylvania State University and is a
registered petroleum engineer. He has
twenty-eight years experience in the
international oil and gas industry that
brought a unique perspective to the
topic.

Timothy Rowe, director of the
Vertebrate Paleontology Lab of UT

Austin's Texas Memorial Museum of
Science and History and J. Nalle
Gregory Regents Professor in
Geological Sciences at UT was our
guest speaker for our May meeting.
His presentation was entitled
"Dinosaurs in the Digital Age."

Dr. Rowe's primary research focuses
on the evolution and development of
the vertebrate skeleton. He utilizes UT
Austin's CT scanner, the first of its
kind in an academic setting, which is
similar to a conventional medical CAT
scanner. Its X-rays scan a specimen in
slices or planes, creating digital cross-
section data. It allows inspection of
the insides of solid objects without
destroying them. An analyst can view
the digital cross-sections on a comput-
er screen and build a 3-D image. High-
resolution X-ray computed tomogra-
phy has done for biological specimens
what 3-D seismographs have done for
oil and gas exploration. 

Tim's secondary research focus, X-
ray computed tomography, is a signif-
icant key in studying the evolutionary
history of Dinosauria. Dr. Rowe
recently scanned an authentic fos-
silized elephant bird egg on loan from
the National Geographic Society. The
scan revealed that inside the egg lay a
tiny pile of bones and the remains of
an embryo. This technique allows the
study of the skeleton without having
to crack the egg.

Attorney Jim Clancy, assisted by fel-
low attorney Scott Taylor, both of the
law firm of Branscomb PC, were our
featured speakers for the June meet-
ing. The topic of discussion was
"Techniques to Limit Liability on Oil
and Gas Transactions" in light of the

latest rulings from the Texas Supreme
Court.

Jim Clancy was born in Rockville
Centre, New York. He received his
undergraduate degree in engineering
with highest honors from West Point
and served in the U.S. Army as an
armored calvary officer. For his service
with the 1st Calvary Division in the
Persian Gulf War, Jim was awarded
the Bronze Star Medal.

After leaving the army, Jim received
a law degree from the University of
Texas School of Law where he became
a member of the Board of Advocates
and was the associate editor of The
Review of Litigation. Jim was admitted
to the State Bar of Texas in 1996 and is
also admitted to practice before the
U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit;
U.S. District Court, Southern and
Western Districts of Texas; and the
U.S. Court of Veterans Appeals. 

Jim joined Branscomb PC in 1998,
where he practices complex commer-
cial and fiduciary litigation. He tries
civil cases to juries throughout Texas
in state and federal court.

Ed RRiddle
Secretary
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IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM
We regret to note the passing 

of the following members:

Arthur L. Bear, #983
of Houston, Texas

who died on May 22, 2007

Robert Pavlovic, #2637
of Bellaire, Texas

who died on April 24, 2007

Harry T. Pringle, Jr., #2316
of Houston, Texas

who died on February 24, 2007

Bevian C. St. Martin, Jr., #2119
of Austin, Texas

who died on June 11, 2007

2007 Convention Chairman Brian Calhoun
of Corpus Christi (standing) at the Awards
Banquet. Bob Owen of Corpus Christi (left)
and John Amoruso of Houston are seated.

Corpus Christi Director Bernie Brauer (left),
Helen Brauer and convention speaker Brian
Marcotte in Monterey, California.
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NEW ORLEANS
Chapter officers for 2006-07 were: Chairman Ken

Huffman; Vice Chairman Paul Perret; Secretary Jim
Zotkiewicz; Treasurer Dave Phelps; Past Chairman
Rodney Rymer; and National Director Jeanne Phelps. Our
new officers for 2007-08 are: Chairman Al Baker; Vice
Chairman Tony Carollo (assisted by Monte Shalett);
Secretary Jim Zotkiewicz; Treasurer Reese Pinney; Past
Chairman Ken Huffman; National Director Ken Huffman.

Our April luncheon meeting featured Bill Bush, a profes-
sor at the University of New Orleans, who spoke on
"Global Warming and the Rise of Sea Levels." Dr. Bush pre-
sented material supporting the theory of the buildup of
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere over the past 100
years and its relationship to a rising sea level. His data
showed an increase of carbon dioxide, methane, and other
greenhouse gases when ice-core data was compared to
modern data. He factored in several variables of the Earth's
natural climate change over specific time periods, such as
tectonic cooling, orbital cooling, El Nino, volcanic erup-

tions, etc. A lively question and answer period followed Dr.
Bush's presentation.

The May meeting, traditionally, is a dinner meeting and
our spouses join us for this event. New officers are
announced and we generally have a non-technical type
speaker. This year, Fred Yoder, president of Durr
Construction in New Orleans, discussed the post
Hurricane Katrina rebuilding of the New Orleans suburb
of Lakeview. Lakeview was one of the most heavily flood-
ed areas after Katrina, because of the 17th Street Canal
levee breach. Mr. Yoder gave numerous examples of how
and why the rebuilding effort is a slow process. In part, the
rebuilding effort has been slowed by the massive scope of
the destruction and a lack of experience or coordination
that exists among the people in charge of the state and fed-
eral agencies, utilities, and services responsible for the
rebuilding. However, progress is being made, just in baby
steps. The New Orleans Chapter breaks for the summer.

Jim ZZotkiewicz
Secretary
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DENVER
Chapter luncheon meetings contin-

ue to be well-attended at the
Wynkoop Brewing Company
Restaurant in lower downtown
Denver. Monthly meetings starting at
11:30 a.m. are held on the fourth
Thursday, January through May and
in September and October.

At the April meeting, David Pursell
of Pickering Energy Partners, Inc. in
Houston, presented the domestic
near- and long-term outlook for nat-
ural gas. Dave is currently a SIPES
Foundation Distinguished Speaker.
Factors affecting the current market
for natural gas are price uncertainty,
increased finding and development
costs, above average storage, growth
of onshore production, and anticipat-
ed increase in imported LNG. He
went on to say that the continuing
industry emphasis on the onshore

play adds to business uncertainty for
the Gulf of Mexico shelf play. At the
time of David Pursell's talk, factors
impacting the gas market were cer-
tainly evident here in Colorado. In
April, the price paid for natural gas in
the Wattenberg field in north central
Colorado was $4.22 per Mcf, repre-
senting a 42.6 percent drop from the
$7.35 price received in the previous
month of 2007.

The speaker for the May luncheon
meeting was Gus Gustason of El Paso
Corporation in Denver, Colorado. He
summarized the resource potential of
fine-grained source rocks of
Wattenberg Gas Field in the Denver
Basin of Colorado. Since its discovery
by Amoco Production Company in
1971, Wattenberg has produced more
than 2 TCF and 100 MMBO from the
Lower Cretaceous J sandstone and
Upper Cretaceous Codell sandstone.
More than 7,000 wells have been
drilled in the field, initially on 320-acre
spacing, but subsequently reduced to
160-acre well spacing. Currently, infill
development well drilling is under-
way with 128-acre spacing. In 2006 the
average daily production was 474
MMcf and 28,000 BO. Approximately
700 feet of fine-grained organic-rich
source rocks ("shales") occur strati-
graphically below, within and above
the main sandstone reservoirs.
Among these source rocks, the calci-
um carbonate-rich Niobrara and
Greenhorn formations, together with

the sandstone pays, respond most
favorably to hydraulic fracturing. The
speaker pointed out an interesting
phenomenon: Wells within a circular
area ten miles in diameter in the
northern portion of the field have
anomalously high bottom hole tem-
peratures, probably associated with a
deep-seated igneous intrusive in
alignment with the northeast-trend-
ing Colorado Tertiary mineral belt.
Thermal maturity, increased gas satu-
ration, unusually-high pressure gradi-
ents and enhanced ultimate recover-
ies are evident within this Wattenberg
"hot spot" which probably played an
important thermogenic role in help-
ing form the Wattenberg gas pool. 

No meeting was held in June.
Bill MMiller
ChairmanSIPES Distinguished Speaker Dave Pursell

discussing oil and gas outlook at the April
luncheon meeting.

May guest speaker Gus Gustason.

LAFAYETTE
Our April meeting was held at the

Lafayette Petroleum Club; this meet-
ing was combined with the Lafayette
Geological Society. Our guest speaker
for this meeting was Stephen Creaney.
He is currently employed by
ExxonMobil Exploration Company as
regional geologist, Supervisor of
Regional Studies Team in Business
Development. He received a bachelor
of science degree from the University
of Durham in geology, a master of sci-
ence degree and a Ph.D. from the

University of Newcastle. He spoke to
us about "Global Petroleum
Evaluation, The Role of Integrated
Regional Analysis." His talk was very
impressive as he demonstrated his
extensive knowledge of global geolo-
gy, tectonics, and basin analysis.

Our May meeting consisted of the
Chapter ’s 22nd Annual Sporting
Clays Shoot on the morning of May 9.
Barrett Greer was our top shooter,
winning the "A" class, Charley Whipp
was our "B" class winner, and Stephen
Sinitiere won our "C" class. Stephen

Sinitiere was also winner of the draw-
ing for a 12-gauge Beretta 391 shot-
gun. That evening we held our annu-
al steak barbecue at the Burden Camp.
We enjoyed shrimp appetizers as well
as great steaks; this event is designed
to bring prospective new members
into our organization. It was very
well-attended.

New members joining during the
second quarter were: Bryan Groves
and Richard House.

David BBieber
Secretary



HOUSTON
The fourth luncheon of 2007 was

held on April 19. Mark Nibbelink of
Drilling Info was the guest speaker,
and his discussion was titled
"Exploration Trends in the Texas-
Louisiana Gulf Coast - A 50,000' View."
There were a total of 86 members and
guests attending the luncheon, with
wine sponsorship provided by
Pathfinder Energy Services.

Mark's discussion focused on
regional compilations of leasing and
drilling activity, production data, new
field discoveries, and operator infor-
mation in the South and East Texas
Railroad Commission Districts 2
through 6. The data that he presented
indicates an increase in leasing and
permitting activity over the last three
years, with a small number of compa-
nies with large capital budgets having
a tendency to be the dominant players
in the established trend areas.
Acquiring leases over individual
prospects has become much more of a
challenge for the small independent
company with a limited budget.

Mark's recommendations for the
small independent company are to sift
through large data sets to determine
active trend areas, areas of increased
leasing and drilling, under-evaluated
areas where trend extensions may
occur, and to look toward the lightly-
leased areas to get away from compe-
tition from the companies with large
leasing budgets. He also believes that
small independent companies could
become more competitive with the
larger players by combining their tal-

ents in order to enhance or speed up
the prospect evaluation process. After
the luncheon meeting, a Drilling Info
users meeting was held for all inter-
ested attendees.

In May, Richard L. Adams of Carr
Resources spoke to an overflow crowd
on "Basement Tectonics and Origin of
the Sabine Uplift." Wine sponsorship
was provided by Ginger Oil Company
(W. D. Neville).

Mr. Adams demonstrated how the
basement structure can be outlined by
seismically mapping the base of the
Louann Salt and how these structures
influenced later sedimentation pat-
terns. Mr. Adams also showed how
the Cretaceous-Tertiary Laramide
foreland compressional tectonics cre-
ated further uplift of the original mid-
rift high.

Mr. Adams' conclusion is that "Any
exploration program for the Sabine
Uplift area should include a serious
consideration of Laramide compres-
sional tectonics, sub-salt structuring,
and both gravity and magnetic map-
ping early in the evaluation." 

Skip Hobbs, #3059, of Ammonite
Resources was the guest speaker for
our June meeting. His discussion was
titled "The Future of the Global Oil
Industry: Resources, Challenges and
the Geoscience Workforce." Wine
sponsorship was provided by
Collarini Energy Staffing.

Mr. Hobbs pointed out that peak
world oil production may occur
approximately within the range of the
years 2020-2030, depending on the

health of the world's economies. By
the end of this century, most of the
world's energy needs will be supplied
by sources not widely utilized at this
time, such as solar energy, battery
cells, wind power, and other renew-
able energy sources.

There are still some significant
remaining petroleum resources, but,
of the twelve major prospective petro-
leum basins in the world, the United
States has easy access to two of them:
the Gulf of Mexico and the Permian
Basin. Some of the problems that the
United States will face regarding ener-
gy supplies are a highly competitive
global economy, geopolitical hurdles,
environmental hurdles, hostile oper-
ating environments, and a resurgence
of national oil companies. In order to
meet these challenges, American com-
panies need access to capital, a non-
prohibitive regulatory environment,
state-of-the-art technical advantages,
better reservoir characterization in
mature fields, and a viable U.S. energy
policy. In addition, and possibly the
most important, a highly-trained and
motivated geoscience workforce will
be needed to overcome the energy
challenges of the 21st century. 

Continuing Education Chairman
Steve Hartzell is busy putting the final
touches on the upcoming Continuing
Education Seminar to be held on
September 12, 2007. The Seminar is
titled "Trendy Technology - Active
Trends, Field Studies and the
Technologies That Drive Them."

Michael JJones
Secretary
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June guest speaker Skip
Hobbs.

April guest speaker Mark Nibbelink.

May guest speaker Richard
Adams.
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FORT WORTH
Our April meeting was held on April

19 at the Fort Worth Petroleum Club.
Chairman Jamie Robertson welcomed
guests and announced that informa-
tion about the Fort Worth meetings
was posted on the Fort Worth SIPES
website, www.fwsipes.org. Mike
Austin, SIPES National President, was
on hand for the meeting, and Jamie
introduced him to the members and
guests. Mike listed several reasons to
join national SIPES. 

Tim Brittan and Jeff Roberts spoke
on "Turning Your Exploration Idea
into a Lease Position." They described
the conditions today for drilling pro-
jects and the barriers that prospect
generating people encounter when it
comes to selling their ideas. Even with
today's higher prices, development
drilling is receiving most of the atten-

tion. As always, the investors are look-
ing for low-risk and high rewards, so
their strategy is to offer prospects in
gas shale areas because that's what the
market wants to buy. The attributes
for sellable deals are that they should
have legs, i.e., opportunities for more
production nearby; have vendor and
logistical infrastructure in place; larger
payouts are preferable to smaller
ones; and the presenter must have a
track record. When all that is in place,
the search for money is the next hur-
dle. When the money is on hand,
attention must be devoted to having
careful contracts and confidentiality
agreements in place. Many of their
contacts do not progress to a deal
because the confidentiality agreement
cannot be put into place. 

Our May speaker, Tom Zadick,
spoke on "Use and Misuse of Decline
Curve Theory." Tom advised that the
simplest way to chart a decline curve
is to "connect the dots" of production
over time, and extrapolate that trend
in a straight line into the future. He
told us to realize that the purpose of
decline curves is to suppose a finite
answer with inexact data, e.g., pres-
sure transients, offset well interfer-
ence, the performance of difference
layers, phase behavior and fluid prop-

erties, formation evaluation. Tom dis-
cussed many decline curve models
and formulas, noting that many fac-
tors that affect decline curve genera-
tion will change over the life of the
well.

Fort Worth SIPES meetings will not
be held in June, July, and August, but
will resume in September after the tra-
ditional summer break. Our next
meeting will be held on Thursday,
September 20 at the Fort Worth
Petroleum Club.

SIPES FFort WWorth CChapter

From left to right: 2006-07SIPES President
Mike Austin with Joe Svoboda and Chapter
Chairman Jamie Robertson.

April guest speakers Tim Brittan (left) and
Jeff Roberts.

May guest speaker Tom
Zadick.
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MIDLAND
At our April meeting, Clark Butts

presented "Processing Low BTU Gas
from the Permian Basin Yates
Formation." Low BTU gas has played
a minor role in the development of
the Permian Basin oil and gas produc-
tion for the last several decades. The
Yates gas formation present in Ector,
Andrews and Gaines Counties of
Texas is known as a relatively shallow,
over-pressured reservoir that has
been blamed for several drilling rig
fires and the resulting loss of equip-
ment.

There have been successful uses for
the low BTU gas however, as it has
been used for gas turbine fuel, irriga-
tion engine fuel and for gas plant fuel
gas. Each of these uses has a relative-
ly finite utilization volume and
because of that, little development of
the Yates gas has been attempted.
While larger, low BTU fields were
developed years ago, Hugoton gas
field in central Kansas for instance,
the cost of developing the Yates has
been a problem. Several companies
have attempted to produce the Yates
but with limited success either due to
the cost of successfully drilling, com-
pleting and producing the Yates gas
wells or by being limited to the avail-
able process technology.

Coupling higher gas prices and bet-
ter technology has now generated a
successful installation in Gaines
County, processing up to 5 MMSCFD
of Yates gas. Now that a commercial
installation of Yates gas processing
unit is history, the criteria for success

can be established. R. Clark Butts is
president and CEO of BCCK
Engineering. In this role, Butts directs
all company operations, investments
and projects in addition to develop-
ing and implementing new ideas and
products. He has over thirty years of
experience with natural gas process-
ing, treating and dehydration. Clark
is a1973 graduate of Texas Tech
University and holds a B.S. in
mechanical engineering. In 1978, he
became a registered professional
engineer in Texas.

In May, H. Joaquin Jackson shared
his experiences during 27 years as a
Texas Ranger. Many of his stories
came from his book, "One Ranger - A

Memoir" published in 2005 by
University of Texas Press in Austin.
Mr. Jackson took us along in some of
his most adventure-filled memories as
he recalled what it was like to be the
Ranger who responded when riots
threatened, violence erupted, and
criminals needed to be brought to jus-
tice across a wide swath of the Texas-
Mexico border from 1966 to 1993. He
had much to tell about change in the
Texas Rangers from when the older
Rangers believed that law need not
get in the way of maintaining order,
to the conclusion of his career as
younger Rangers were turning to
computer technology to help solve
crimes. Joaquin is a graduate of the
National FBI Academy and holds a
B.S. degree in police administration. 

At our June meeting, Randall
Anderson from Anderson Geocon-
sultants in Midland, Texas spoke on
"Remote Sensing Technology for the
Exploration Industry."

This talk provided an introduction
to remote sensing technology, com-
paring the different imagery current-
ly available, and presenting a variety
of examples illustrating how this data
is being used in the industry. He also
briefly discussed raster and vector
digital file types, map projections,
digital elevation imagery, and ways to
display the digital data.

Randall Anderson is a certified pro-
fessional geologist and remote sens-
ing specialist with twenty-five years
of experience. For the past 17 years he
has been the owner of Anderson
Geoconsultants. As an industry con-
sultant, he has conducted remote
sensing and photogeologic studies
throughout much of the U.S. and in a
large number of international areas.
His clients include most major oil
companies and many large and small
independents.

Earlier in his career he was an explo-
ration geologist with Phillips
Petroleum Company and a photoge-
ologist with Satellite Research
Corporation. He holds an M.S. degree
in geology from the University of
Nebraska and a B.S. degree in earth
science from Minnesota State
University, Mankato. Over the years,
Randall has published in professional
journals and given numerous talks on
remote sensing applications.

George FFriesen
SecretaryApril guest speaker Clark

Butts.

Texas Ranger Joaquin Jackson.

June guest speaker Randall Anderson.
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SAN ANTONIO
The Chapter returned to the

Petroleum Club in April to begin the
second quarter of 2007. Our speaker
was Andrew Graham, a Schlumberger
engineer; his topic was "Advances in
Borehole Sonic Imaging."

In May, National President Mike
Austin, of Denver, visited San
Antonio. He addressed the regular
meeting, and then turned the rostrum
over to his colleague and co-author,
Mike Pollok, #2512, for the presenta-
tion "Where the Buffalo Roam." The
subject was an exploratory success
which integrated regional and
detailed subsurface mapping with 3D
seismic. The project, in Barber County,
Kansas, resulted from a re-examina-
tion of an old field on the Pratt
Anticline that had been written-off by
most explorationists as "played-out."

Karl W. Schwab, of EMENU Inc. in
Houston, presented his paper (with
four co-authors) on "Thermal
Maturity Determinations, Geochemi-
cal Extraction Data and Thin-section
Analyses of Core Samples from the
Upper Barnett Shale, Forestburg
Limestone and Lower Barnett Shale of
the Mitchell T.P. Sims #2 and the Texas
United Blakely #1 Wells, Wise County,
Texas" at the June meeting. 

Forty-six core samples were collect-
ed from the Sims #2 and the TUB #1
wells. They were examined for visual
kerogen typing, thermal maturity
determinations, organic geochemical
extraction data (including vitrinite
reflection) and thin-section (deposi-
tional environment) analyses. The
geochemical data indicate that the
organic matter in both Barnett shales
and the Forestburg is currently at a
moderately mature to mature stage of

hydrocarbon generation. The writers
believe that the units were deposited
in a shallow, marginally marine basin
surrounded by mountains to the
South, East and North. The gas cur-
rently being produced from the
Barnett is a "low-temperature" gener-
ated hydrocarbon linked to the high
percentage of degraded herbaceous
matter and algal constituents from the
swamp-like depositional conditions.

Lastly, and sadly, the San Antonio
Chapter learned, in May, of the death,
after a long illness, of Mary Seewald,
wife of long-time SIPES member
(Midland, San Antonio, Denver, and
Houston) Ken Seewald. Ken was a
past chairman and national director
from the San Antonio Chapter. She
will definitely be missed.

Bill WWilbert
Correspondent
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AA USTINUSTIN
Chairman: Jon Selby
V-Chrmn: Doug Watkins
Secretary: TBA
Treasurer: Dwight Cassell
Meets: The County Line 

(On the Hill)
1st Thursday

CORPUS CHRISTICORPUS CHRISTI
Chairman: Duncan Chisholm
V-Chrmn: Eldon West
Secretary/
Treasurer: Ed Riddle

Meets: Town Club
Last Tuesday of month

DD ALLALL AA SS
Chairman: Ed Gonzales
V-Chrmn: David Bissmeyer
Secretary: Don Muth
Treasurer: Bobby Greenwood
Meets: Royal Oaks 

Country Club
3rd Tuesday

DENVERDENVER
Chairman: Bill Miller
V-Chrmn: TBA
Secretary: Keith Droullard
Treasurer: George Carlstrom
Meets: Wynkoop Brewing Co.

4th Thursday

FORT WORTHFORT WORTH
Chairman: James Robertson
V-Chrmn: TBA
Secretary: TBA
Treasurer: TBA
Meets: Fort Worth Petroleum Club

3rd Thursday

HOUSTONHOUSTON
Chairman: Pat Shannon
V-Chrmn: Jim Norris
Secretary: Mike Jones
Treasurer: Mark Gregg
Meets: Petroleum Club

3rd Thursday

LL AFAFAAYETTEYETTE
Chairman: Ellis Guilbeau
V-Chrmn: Johnny Walker
Secretary/
Treasurer: David Bieber

Meets: Petroleum Club
2nd Wednesday

MIDLMIDL ANDAND
Chairman: Robin Vasicek
V-Chrmn: Tom Gentry
Secretary: George Friesen
Treasurer: Pete Schrenkel
Meets: Midland Country Club

3rd Wednesday

NEW ORLEANSNEW ORLEANS
Chairman: Al Baker
V-Chrmn: Tony Carollo
Secretary: Jim Zotkiewicz
Treasurer: Reese Pinney
Meets: Andrea’s Restaurant

3rd Tuesday

OKLOKL AHOMA CITYAHOMA CITY
Chairman: Randy von Netzer
V-Chrmn: James Jackson
Secretary: Mike Pollok
Treasurer: Victor Cooper
Meets: The Petroleum Club

Bank One Bldg., 35th Floor
1st Wednesday

SAN ANTONIOSAN ANTONIO
Chairman: Donna Balin
V-Chrmn: Doug Draves
Secretary/
Treasurer: Joe Finger

Meets: Petroleum Club
3rd Thursday

SIPES CChapter MMeeting IInformation



SIPES DIRECTORY CORRECTIONS AND CHANGES
Eugene L. Ames, Jr.
19240 Redland Rd., Suite 200
San Antonio, TX  78259
Cell Phone  210-414-4030
Ross E Brannian
2525 Turtle Creek Blvd., Suite 509
Dallas, TX  75219
Michael D. Burnett
4117 W. Main, Apt. B
Norman, OK  73072
Bus. Phone  405-360-3234
mike@tamecat.com
A.T. (Toby) Carleton
tobycarleton@tocor-inv.com

Douglas R. Cummings
5400 N. Grand Blvd., Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK  73112-5654
T.F. (Tracy) Dilday III
tfdilday@msn.com
Henry C. Libby
1131 Burnswick Isles Way
Frisco, TX  75034
Cell Phone  469-362-1439
Orville G. Lundstrom
3614 Aberdeen Way
Houston, TX  77025
Thomas Mairs
mairsgeol@sbcglobal.net

Peter R. Rose
718 Yaupon Valley Rd.
Austin, TX  78746
Bus. Phone  512-329-0156
Fax Phone   512-329-0255
Rodney K. Rymer
383 Shawnee Farms Rd.
Opelousas, LA 70570
Bus. Phone  337-521-2129
Fax Phone   337-521-9830
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

The following new members were approved by the

SIPES Membership Committee from March 7 to June 13, 2007

SIPES

No.

NAME CHAPTER SPONSORS

3105 Patrick A. Nye Corpus Christi B. Calhoun J. Clanton P. Strunk

3106 Freddie J. Hensley Oklahoma City C. Allen G. Pittenger G. Tyler

3107 Robert W . Maxwell, Jr. Corpus Christi B. Calhoun B. Hopkins O. Hopkins

3108 Joseph V. M cGovern Corpus Christi B. Calhoun M. Clifford J. Finger

3109 Peter J. Schrenkel Midland T. Gentry G. Friesen J. McRae

Limited Seung Y. Lee Corpus Christi R. Ahuja J. Dewbre E. Riddle

Limited Steven R. Trudeau Midland Reinstatement

3110 Bryan S. Groves Lafayette J. Gamble W. Grubb F. Harrison

3111 Eugene R. Sidwell At-Large

(Amarillo, TX)

G. Brown G. Johnson S. Russell

3112 Joe T. Vaughn Oklahoma City M. Pollok T. Rowland M. Vaughn

3113 David R. Wood Houston D. Neville C. Padgett D. Sacrey

3114 Stephen E. Jackson Houston D. Dubroff P. M artin D. Neville

2141 Dalton J. Bergeron, Jr. Lafayette Reinstatement

3115 John V. Miesse At-Large

(Amarillo, TX)

Reciprocal - DPA

Limited Joseph S. Herrin Oklahoma City J. Howell G. Pankonien J. Rose

Limited Michael L. Jones Houston S. Hartzell J. Mallick P. Shannon

3116 Charles T. Bukowski, Jr. Houston B. Barnes M. Gregg D. Tobin

3117 Richard D. House Lafayette Reciprocal - DPA

3118 David P. Desenberg Corpus Christi S. Wiedmann B. Calhoun D. Chisholm



2007-2008 SIPES CORNERSTONE GROUP2007-2008 SIPES CORNERSTONE GROUP
Many thanks to the members listed below 
for their continuing support of our society

PPromotor  –  $2500romotor  –  $2500

Charles Weiner — Houston, TX

Oil  F inder  –  $1000Oi l  F inder  –  $1000

Michael N. Austin — Broomfield, CO
Robert B. Ferguson — Lake Forest, CA
Lucius C. Geer — Houston, TX
Scott G. Heape — Addison, TX
Alan K. Jasper — Tyler, TX
George S. Johnson — Amarillo, TX
John E. Scherer — Midland, TX

Dri l ler  –  $600Dr i l le r  –  $600

Wilbur C. Bradley — Wichita, KS
William C. Burkett — Midland, TX
Stewart Chuber — Schulenburg, TX
Marshall C. Crouch III — Denver, CO
Arlen L. Edgar — Midland, TX
Linda A. Ewing — San Antonio, TX
Earl E. Gaertner — Durango, CO
Donald C. Gifford — Dallas, TX
Patrick J. F. Gratton — Dallas, TX
A. T. Green, Jr. — Metairie, LA
Robert D. Gunn — Wichita Falls, TX
Frank W. Harrison, Jr. — Lafayette, LA
Kenneth J. Huffman — Mandeville, LA
Robert H. Marshall — Midland, TX
Lloyd K. Parrish, Jr. — Wichita, KS
A. Scott Ritchie — Wichita, KS
Paul M. Strunk — Corpus Christi, TX
Gene Van Dyke — Houston, TX
Clifford A. Walker — Dallas, TX

PProspector  –  $300rospector  –  $300

Victor H. Abadie III — Montara, CA
Avinash C. Ahuja — Corpus Christi, TX
Rajan Ahuja — Corpus Christi, TX
Robert W. Anderson — Houston, TX
Thornton E. Anderson — Wichita, KS
James K. Applegate — Denver, CO
James B. Bennett — Houston, TX
Raymond N. Blackhall — Spring, TX
Paul W. Britt — Sugar Land, TX
Warren W. Brooks — Grass Valley, CA
Johnnie B. Brown — Midland, TX
Leonard E. Bryans — Dallas, TX
Arthur N. Budge — Dallas, TX
Lanny O. Butner — Wichita, KS
Brian S. Calhoun — Corpus Christi, TX

A. T. Carleton, Jr. — Midland, TX
James S. Classen — Boise, ID
Rex D. Coppedge — Fairview, TX
Robert D. Cowdery — Wichita, KS
Michael G. Cruson — Golden, CO
Edward K. David — Roswell, NM
Lawrence H. Davis — Oklahoma City, OK
Marlan W. Downey — Dallas, TX
Douglas A. Draves — San Antonio, TX
Duncan D. Dubroff — Houston, TX
Ralph C. Duchin — Tucson, AZ
James P. Evans III — Franklin, LA
David A. Eyler — Midland, TX
Paul R. Fenemore — Irving, TX
William R. Finley — Lafayette, LA
Thomas E. Gentry — Midland, TX
William T. Goff III — Littleton, CO
Mark E. Gregg — Houston, TX
David G. Griffin — Midland, TX
Chuck H. Hadley — Houston, TX
Edward W. Heath — Durango, CO
Donald R. Hembre — Littleton, CO
James H. Henderson — Dallas, TX
Terry L. Hollrah — Oklahoma City, OK
Leonard E. Jordan — Shreveport, LA
Ralph O. Kehle — Durango, CO
Robert C. Leibrock — Midland, TX
Peter MacKenzie — Worthington, OH
Marcus D. Maddox — Midland, TX
Roger L. Martin — Wichita, KS
J. Phil Martin, Jr. — Houston, TX
Christophe G. Mazzini — Dallas, TX
Douglas H. McGinness II — Wichita, KS
Patrick H. McKinney — Houston, TX
Wilbur E. McMurtry — Oklahoma City, OK
Gerard J. Medina — Norman, OK
Daniel S. Morris — Houston, TX
Marvin A. Munchrath — Lafayette, LA
Robert G. Murphy — Mandeville, LA
H. Jack Naumann, Jr. — Midland, TX
Mark E. O’Koren — The Woodlands, TX
Fred L. Oliver — Dallas, TX
Robert B. Owen — Durango, CO
Arthur J. Pansze, Jr. — Arvada, CO
M. Davis Payne — Midland, TX
Hugh C. Pendery — Dallas, TX
Lee M. Petersen — Weatherford, TX
Jeanne S.F. Phelps — New Orleans, LA
Michael A. Pollok — Purcell, OK
Harry Ptasynski — Casper, WY
John M. Rakowski — Florissant, CO

Bradley S. Ray — Dallas, TX
Julius M. Ridgway — Jackson, MS
Deborah K. Sacrey — Houston, TX
Charles D. Schmidt — Valley Center, KS
C. Randall Schott — Houston, TX
Jonathan B. Selby — Austin, TX
George D. Severson — New Orleans, LA
Robert C. Shoup — Houston, TX
Daniel L Smith — Houston, TX
Joe H Smith — San Antonio, TX
William M. Smith — Oklahoma City, OK
John F. Sulik — Corpus Christi, TX
Earl R. Swett — Galveston, TX
C. Al Taylor, Jr. — Reston, VA
William D. Trumbly — Norman, OK
C. G. Tyner — Houston, TX
Michael R. Vasicek — Midland, TX
G. Clint Wainwright, Jr. — Houston, TX
Scott A. Wainwright — Metairie, LA
H. Vaughan Watkins, Jr. — Madison, MS
Jerry W. Watkins — Dallas, TX
Larry R. Wollschlager — Midland, TX
Robert M. Wynne, Jr. — Midland, TX
James M. Zotkiewicz — Metairie, LA

Investor  –  $100Investor  –  $100

John T. Abney — Tulsa, OK
Donald I. Andrews — Metairie, LA
Michael P. Arden — Navasota, TX
William C. Bahlburg — Plano, TX
David K. Becker — Corpus Christi, TX
Louis C. Bortz — Denver, CO
Foy W. Boyd, Jr. — Midland, TX
Robert A. Cooksey — Richardson, TX
Ralph J. Daigle — Houston, TX
Ross M. Davis — Houston, TX
Robert D. Dougherty — Great Bend, KS
M. R. Douglass — Destrehan, LA
Robert M. Grace — Midland, TX
Peter G. Gray — Lafayette, LA
Paul E. Habermas — Houston, TX
Robert T. Halpin — Dallas, TX
Andrew W. Hampf — Houston, TX
Harold W. Hanke — Oklahoma City, OK
Charles J. Hoke — El Dorado, AR
W. Ralph Holloway — Dallas, TX
Owen R. Hopkins — Corpus Christi, TX
Alfred James III — Wichita, KS
Wesley W. Lilley — Centennial, CO
Robert W. Luker — Corpus Christi, TX

(Continued)
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Jack P. Martin — Lafayette, LA
Eric L. Michaelson — Midland, TX
Robert J. Moffatt, Jr. — Shreveport, LA
Craig E. Moore — Houston, TX
James F. O’Connell — Amarillo, TX
Elwin M. Peacock — Houston, TX
Paul C. Perret — New Orleans, LA
Edward B. Picou, Jr. — New Orleans, LA
David M. Pulling — Norman, OK
John W. Raine III — Lafayette, LA
E. Gordon Reigle — Midland, TX
Daniel M. Reynolds — Wichita, KS
Stephen D. Reynolds — Denver, CO
W. Mark Rush — Houston, TX
Wayland C. Savre — Houston, TX
Roy G. Sharrock — Dallas, TX
Rudolf B. Siegert — Slidell, LA
John D. Sistrunk, Jr. — Dallas, TX
Stephen A. Sonnenberg — Golden, CO
Marion E. Spitler — Carrollton, TX
Lawrence W. Staub — Richardson, TX

Raymond W. Stephens, Jr. — Covington, LA
M. R. Stipp — Midland, TX
Charles J. Swize — Pattison, TX
John von Netzer — Oklahoma City, OK
John V. Walter — Dallas, TX
Roy C. Walther — New Orleans, LA
Roger D. Wilkinson — Edmond, OK
W. David Willig — Houston, TX
John C. Worley — Rockport, TX

Scout  –  $50Scout  –  $50

H. Sherman Anderson — Dallas, TX
Norman K. Barker — Midland, TX
Orville R. Berg — Shreveport, LA
Richard C. Blackwell — Midland, TX
E. Bernard Brauer — Corpus Christi, TX
Herbert L. Brewer — Dallas, TX
Anthony S. Carollo, Jr. — Metairie, LA
Hardtner L. Coon — Houston, TX
Hugh W. Curfman — Lafayette, LA
Rebecca L. Dodge — Carrollton, GA

Bruce W. Fields — Corpus Christi, TX
William J. Furlong — New Orleans, LA
Monty J. Gist — Midland, TX
Eduardo Gonzales — Carrollton, TX
David R. Grogan — Woodbine, MD
John C. Grunau — Shreveport, LA
James M. Hancock, Jr. — Stafford, TX
Floyd E. Heard — Midland, TX
Lee Higgins — Dallas, TX
Charles R. Jones — Midland, TX
John E. Kimberly — Midland, TX
John D. Kullman — Midland, TX
Nina C. Lian — Houston, TX
Steven R. Lockwood — Austin, TX
Jeannie F. Mallick — Houston, TX
Michael S. Morris — Azle, TX
William D. Neville — The Woodlands, TX
Matthew J. Parsley — Midland, TX
Walter I. Phillips — Wichita, KS
Richard W. Thompson, Jr. — Plano, TX
Rosilee Winn — Santa Fe, NM

Cornerstone  Group  Continued
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He works with his two sons, one a landman and the
other a geologist. He has a real interest in SIPES, and want-
ed to show his appreciation by buying Jerri and me break-
fast. I want to thank the Scurlocks for their support, and
Ray, for being a fine example of a SIPES member.
Remember, people need people, meet someone new in
SIPES today and make a friend for life.

If you did not attend the SIPES 44th Annual Convention
in Monterey, California, you missed a treat. There were
several At-Large Members attending this meeting; two of
them are pictured on this page. 

The Corpus Christi Chapter and Brian Calhoun did an
excellent job of putting together some great speakers and-
superb field trips. I want to thank all of them, as well as the
headquarters staff, including Diane Finstrom, for coordi

nating and seeing that everything ran smoothly. However,
the SIPES 45th Annual Convention is coming up May 12-
15, 2008; therefore, make plans now to attend the meeting
for learning new ideas and meeting some of the finest peo-
ple in the world. Please be sure to return your survey on
preferred annual meeting locations; the board wants to
hear from you.

The last time that oil hit a new high was while I was
president of the Panhandle Geological Society in 1981-82.
Well, now I am president of SIPES and oil just hit a new
high for WTI Cushing spot of $77.02 per barrel. Also, I
remember the bust of 1982, or should I say the bubble?
Well, I say "Let the Good Times Roll," always looking to
the future and learning from the past.

If you have questions, need prayer or have an idea of
how SIPES can better serve its members, e-mail me at sun-
shineex@suddenlinkmail.com or dreamsofoil@sudden-
link.net. 

To HHim bbe tthe gglory,
George SS. JJohnson

President’s  Column  Continued

At-Large Member Bob Ferguson of Lake Forest, California (left)
with Dallas Member Pat Gratton during the 2007 Convention.

At-Large Member
Al Taylor of
Reston, Virginia
(right) with
Houston Director
Paul Britt at the
2007 Icebreaker.



SAMPLE COLLECTIONSAMPLE COLLECTION
Gas migration from an accumulation to the soil is a

response to pressure gradients, buoyant forces and immis-
cibility proceeding through micro and macro fractures.
The system breaks down as the gases emerge from the
underlying consolidated rocks to the regolith and soil. At
this transition, the gases will begin to segregate and con-
centrate as they move around rocks and other barriers
present in the unconsolidated near surface materials.

Many geochemical tools, including hydrocarbon gases,
rely on a single point of collection, an issue for these tech-
niques that has largely gone unaddressed. What is the
variability of samples over short distances? Because there
is no research published on the variability of gas samples,
I have used data generated using the iodine technique to
illustrate this issue. The discussion will not directly
address the variability of hydrocarbon gases but it does
provide a starting point for evaluating the issues with sin-
gle point collection methods. 

Normally the collection of Iodine samples blends four to
five separate scoops of soil to form a single sample. In the
following example, 64 samples were taken on 4 ft centers
using a single collection point. The data range of these
samples is from 2.1 to 3.5 or 1.4 ppm I2 with all of the
points being less than 40 ft apart. Statistically this is an
anomalous area. Samples beginning at 1.9 ppm I2 are
above the local iodine background and are considered
anomalous. All 64 sample points are statistically anom-
alous with some just slightly above background, however,
samples a few feet away are almost double the back-

ground. The average for all 64 samples is 2.8 but only 38 of
64, or 59%, of the single collection point samples are with-
in +- 0.2 ppm of this average. 

The wide variation of the 64 samples can be reduced by
utilizing an integrative sample technique. Simulating the
iodine collection method and using this same data set:
Figure 2 shows the average of each group of four adjacent
samples yielding  49 new values. This method compresses
the single point range by half, now spanning 2.5 to 3.2 or
0.7 ppm I2 with 43 of 49, or 88%, within +-0.2 ppm of  the
average. 

This data set suggests that a single point collection meth-
ods may not measure the average seepage of an area on
four of ten samples, and sizable variations between sam-
ples a few feet apart is possible. 

SURSURVEY DESIGN: SAMPLE DENSITYVEY DESIGN: SAMPLE DENSITY
A few years ago, a paper was presented at AAPG involv-

ing complex and sophisticated hydrocarbon and elemen-
tal analysis evaluating the use of geochemistry in the
North Sea. This extensive research project consisted of 17
samples. 

Geochemical methods with high analytical costs will
necessarily limit the number and density of samples taken
on any given project. Intuitively more samples would be
better than fewer samples but how important is sample
density to the effectiveness of geochemistry? 

In an attempt to quantify an answer to this question, an
iodine survey, conducted in early 2007, will be used to
make this evaluation. Permission has been granted to uti-
lize this survey under the condition that the location and

(Continued)
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Figure 1

Figure 2



client remain anonymous. Figure 3 displays 1084 samples
taken on 50 ft. centers. This sampling program is nearly 50
times the density of a typical hydrocarbon geochemical
survey. The primary objective of the survey was to find
potential fault zones. The iodine survey not only found
iodine highs suggestive of fault breccia, but it also
appeared to have identified linear features between 50 and
100 feet wide extending almost 800 feet which are likely
faults. 

TEN TO ONE DENSITYTEN TO ONE DENSITY
The Figure 3 survey identifies an anomaly to the south-

west (SW), a smaller one to the northwest (NW) and two
potential faults to the east. Understanding that most 
hydrocarbon targets are larger than the 500 by 600 ft. SW
anomaly, I will use this area to evaluate the sample densi-
ty necessary to reliably identify this anomaly and attempt
to propose a general principle to apply to geochemical
sample densities. The sample density of Figure 3 is "ten to
one." The smallest dimension of the SW anomaly is  500 ft.
and ten samples spaced 50 ft. apart span this distance.

ONE TO ONE DENSITYONE TO ONE DENSITY
The survey, depicted in Figure 3, can be separated into

100 unique subsets with samples 500 ft. apart. Limited
space, in this paper, precludes showing all 100 maps but
each map can be evaluated using the following three crite-
ria: does the survey identify the SW anomaly, does the sur-
vey identify the SW anomaly, but the anomaly is exagger-
ated, or is the SW anomaly missed entirely?

Eighty of the 100 500-ft. surveys, found the SW anomaly.
However, sixty of these surveys  exaggerated the anomaly
and twenty of the 100 surveys failed to find the SW anom-
aly. Combining this 20% with the 60% of exaggerated
anomalies, this sample density fails eight of ten times to
effectively map the geochemical pattern. Nearly half of the
surveys identify the faults and other small anomalies as
significant, often linking them with the SW anomaly.
These linked areas, in a few examples, span multiple sam-
ples as chance connects isolated high points giving the
appearance of huge anomalies that, in fact, do not exist.

(Continued)
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Figure 4

Figure 5

Figure 6
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TWO TO ONE DENSITYTWO TO ONE DENSITY
With samples spaced 300 feet apart, there are 36 unique

sub surveys available from the data of Figure 3. The SW
anomaly is found more than 90% of the time and approx-
imates the actual anomaly nearly 60% of the time, but in a
quarter of the surveys the SW anomaly is exaggerated.
Additionally, the faults and isolated highs appear as sig-
nificant anomalies in some of the surveys.

Figure 4 displays three of the 36 sub surveys with sam-
ples spaced 300 ft. apart. Each map shows the geochemical
pattern produced by the survey along with a line overlay
of the Figure 3 anomalies. The first survey is part of the
60% that finds and defines the geochemical pattern in the
SW. The second example is part of the 25% that exagger-
ates and misplaces the SW anomaly and the last map is
one of the three that almost misses the SW anomaly. From
a technical standpoint there is no difference, qualitatively,
between these three surveys, or between any of the 36 sur-
veys, other than the placement of the grid.

THREE TO ONE DENSITYTHREE TO ONE DENSITY
With samples spaced 200 ft. apart there are 16 unique

sub surveys. Fifteen of sixteen find the SW anomaly with
11 of 16 (69%) correctly mapping the anomaly, however 5

of 16 (31%) either slightly exaggerates and misplaces or in
one case nearly misses the anomaly. 

The three surveys in Figure 5 are three of the sixteen 200
ft. surveys generated from the data of Figure 3. The first
one, part of the 69% that correctly maps the SW anomaly,
matches the higher density map as well as can be expect-
ed. The second shows the survey that most exaggerates
the SW anomaly and the third is the survey that misses the
middle section of the SW anomaly.

FOUR TO ONE DENSITYFOUR TO ONE DENSITY
Doubling the 200-ft. density by shrinking spacing to 133

ft. between samples produces eight unique surveys, all of
which detect the SW anomaly.

Figure 6 shows three of the eight surveys. The first sur-
vey defines the SW anomaly almost exactly, the NW
anomaly is also well defined, but neither fault is detected.
The second survey is the most exaggerated  mapping of
the SW anomaly and the third is the least definitive of the
SW anomaly. 

FIVE TO ONE DENSITYFIVE TO ONE DENSITY
Finally, 100 foot spacing yields four separate surveys, all

of which are displayed in Figure 7. This density yields
(Continued)
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maps which all identify the SW anomaly, with all four
matching the high density outline effectively. All four also
map the NW anomaly, and all pick up parts of the two
faults to the east and the strong NW trend is clear in all
four surveys.

CONCLUSIONSCONCLUSIONS
Geochemistry can be a very valuable tool, but the value

is largely dependent on the sample density of a survey.
Low density surveys may both miss targets and exagger-
ate small and disconnected anomalies. Low density, one to
one or two to one, surveys should only be considered as a
part of a program that follows leads with higher density
surveys and with the expectation that some targets may be
missed.

Geochemical surveys with sample spacing one third to
one quarter of the prospective targets smallest dimension
can produce good results a high percentage of the time. At
these densities almost all targets are detected, however,
exaggerated targets will still be encountered.

Increasing sample density by reducing sample spacing
to between one fifth to one tenth the target's smallest
dimension produces geochemical results, at least based on
this example, that reliably maps the target's seepage pat-
tern.

BIOGRAPHYBIOGRAPHY
Chuck K. Goudge is the founder and

president of GrayStone Exploration Labs,
Inc. of Golden, Colorado. He attended the
University of Colorado from 1971 to 1975,
majoring in chemistry. He has been inves-
tigating and providing near surface geo-
chemical petroleum exploration services,
focusing on soils and soil properties for

almost thirty years. He was a charter member and officer
of the Association of Petroleum Geochemical
Explorationists, and is a member of RMAG. He can be con-
tacted at 303-278-3252 or graystonelabs@yahoo.com.

Geochemical  Exploration  Continued
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by Michael A. Pollok, #2512
Purcell, Oklahoma

I was raised in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, the sec-
ond son of a German
immigrant who had
been employed by
Skelly Oil as a drafts-
man. I played sports
in high school, threw
newspapers (morn-

ings and evenings) and always
worked summers, so I developed a
good work ethic. I went to junior col-
lege on a sports scholarship, and after
two years decided manual labor was
better than school. After a year and a
half of work I decided school seemed
an even better idea than being forty
and broken down. I enrolled at OU in
the undergraduate department in
petroleum geology and struggled for
four more years to finally get a B.S.
degree in geology in 1986. The timing
was perfect - no jobs! I also was not
the best student with a GPA in the 2.75
range. Through school I had worked
at a liquor store at night and had a
lawn service during the summer. I
knew how to work, but I knew noth-
ing about petroleum geology or the oil
business. During my senior year at
OU, Schlumberger was the only com-
pany to interview on campus. This
was for an overseas job, and during
the interview they informed me that
they were only looking for masters
degreed students. Due to word of
mouth, with school chums, I finally
secured a job with Dwight's Energy
Data as an oil scout. This was no more
than a data entry position and I was
miserable. Ten months later I was hav-
ing a beer with an old field-camp pal,
who was working on his master's
degree and also working part-time for
a small independent, Jack
Exploration, with an office in
Norman. He stated the company was
looking for a geo-tech, but that the
tech could also generate prospects
when all other work was done. The
starting contract salary was $5/hour
with the understanding that I would

pursue my master's degree. I accepted
the position and went to work and to
classes. My work schedule could be
flexible so I could attend classes. I
worked 40 hours a week and attended
at least three graduate classes per
semester. At this time I also married
my lovely bride, Teresa. She worked
for an attorney and had health bene-
fits that really helped to secure our
survival. My duties at Jack included
geo-teching, copying, filing, land
work, engineering, clerical and secre-
tarial duties. I also was given the
opportunity to do regional mapping
on mylar maps. All my regional maps
had the state line of Oklahoma and
Kansas in the middle. The idea being
that Oklahoma geologists mapped
north to the state line fault and Kansas
geologists mapped south to the state
line fault. 

Jack Exploration liked to drill only
wildcat ideas. James Jack's philosophy
was to look for traps with good reser-
voir rock. Mr. Jack was definitely an
old-school geologist. As long as all
detail work was done, dry holes were
accepted, and part of the norm of
doing business. He was able to con-
vince his investors that as long as you
were looking for large multi-well
ideas cheaply, eventually you would
"stumble into something." The only
way to find something was through
the drill bit. He had made a gas dis-
covery in northwest Woods County,
Oklahoma in 1983. He battled
pipelines for over two years, along
with drilling three more wells before
he finally had the wells hooked up.
This field to date has made 20 BCFG at

5,300 feet. Jack Exploration then pro-
ceeded to drill approximately twenty-
six wildcat dry holes (a few of them
mine) before making another discov-
ery which will eventually produce 40
to 50 BCFG. 

I took graduate classes that I felt
would help me in generating
prospects. The more graduate classes I
took, the more I understood geologic
concepts through electric logs and
their subtle changes. I learned that
flipping electric logs was the key to
generating ideas, and spent hours and
hours looking at logs. I remember
wondering what all those curves
meant. After two years of graduate
course work (on probation), I was
asked to leave school. I had made a
1598 and needed a 1600 on my GRE to
enter OU's graduate program. The
politics of a university are unbeliev-
able. OU at this time had fewer than
twenty total grad students and twen-
ty undergrads. At the same time, I was
promoted to a retained geologist with
an $1800 per month retainer, plus
well-site work. I also had my first
wildcat drilled and plugged. I pro-
ceeded to drill and plug approximate-
ly six more wildcat ideas before I final-
ly made two back-to-back discoveries
in 1992. Of these two discoveries, only
one proved to be economic, at least at
that time. These two discoveries gave
me my first taste of overrides and
mailbox money. I kept generating
prospects both large and small. The
more wells I drilled, the more ideas I
generated. As I kept looking at logs I
learned what was "pay" and what was
not. I learned there were many wells
plugged during the boom that had
"pay" in them. Jack Exploration did
not like to re-enter wells, and let me
peddle those ideas to outside people. I
started packaging up re-entries and
selling them for cash, over-ride and
some sort of working interest. My well
interests and percentages slowly
increased, and I became more inde-
pendent. As I grew, Jack Exploration
was slowing down, and did not want
to do as much as I wanted to. He liked

(Continued)
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“I proceeded to
drill and plug 

approximately six
more wildcat ideas

before I finally made
two back-to-back 

discoveries in 1992.”
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How  I  Became  an  Independent  Continued

2007 SIPES Foundation 
No Hassle Raffle Winners

1s t  PPr i ze  —— $$500

Bob Cowdery — Wichita, KS

2nd PPr i ze  —— $$250

Jeannie Mallick — Houston, TX
George Vockroth — Terry, MS

3rd PPr i ze  —— $$100

Arthur Berman — Sugar Land, TX
Bridget Eyler — Midland, TX

Don Gifford — Dallas, TX
Jack Wanner — Denver, CO

4th  PPr i ze  —— CCof fee  MMug

James Anderson — Norman, OK
Bernie Brauer — Corpus Christi, TX

Bill Finley — Lafayette, LA
Leonard Fowler — Richardson, TX

James Henderson — Dallas, TX
Connie Hudson — Kilgore, TX
Marc Maddox — Midland, TX
Mark Miller — Midland, TX

William Rogers — Lafayette, LA
George Todd — Gainesville, TX

Coming Soon . . .

to drill two wildcat deals a year, and I
was generating a lot more than that. I
made sure we parted on good terms,
and eventually purchased the log
library and regional maps I had
copied and accumulated. 

In 1995, I opened my own office in
Purcell and began generating
prospects. I became a SIPES member
at this time. The first few years I was
not very active in the Society due to
being located so far from Oklahoma
City. I was acquainted more with
national members than my own chap-
ter. Eventually I became a board mem-
ber on the National level of SIPES.
This was a very fulfilling experience. I
met many people that are the movers
and shakers in the energy business. I
made many contacts that have been

useful and I expect will continue to be
good for both parties. Some of my
contacts are now investors in my pro-
jects.

I have become an expert in a certain
geologic region, and know the ins and
outs of the entire process of getting a
well drilled. This includes checking
records, making decisions on leasing,
packaging prospects, selling, well-site
geology, overseeing completion and
marketing of the product. I have
learned to pick and choose who to sell
my prospects to. A good prospect in a
bad operator's hands is a dry hole,
usually a completed dry hole. Always
be upfront about any idea. When you
are dealing with more than one oper-
ator in a particular area, make sure
they all know where their AMI (area

of Mutual Interest) ends and another
begins. Surround yourself with good,
competent people and make sure they
ask questions and in return you ask
questions. KEEP THE MIDDLEMEN
AND PARASITES OUT! The business
is too large to learn it all. Every well is
different, and every well I drill, I learn
something new. Always keep an open
mind and don't be afraid to try some-
thing new.

How did you become an independent?
Send or email (sipes@sipes.org) your 1-2
page account to the SIPES Office in
Dallas. All stories will be included on a
CD that will be published by the SIPES
Foundation.
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$3000 - $3999
SIPES Houston Chapter

In memory of James A. McCarthy
& Fred L. Stricklin, Jr. &
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

$1000 - $1999
Michael N. Austin
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Herbert G. Davis
David A. Eyler

In memory of Donald E. Eyler
& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

A. Scott Ritchie

$700 - $799
Robert B. Ferguson

H. Jack Naumann, Jr.
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

$600 - $699
Robert C. Leibrock

In memory of Robert M. Leibrock
& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

J. Phil Martin, Jr.
In honor of Jack P. Martin

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

John E. Scherer
In memory of Eugene Greenwood & 

Charles M. Hartwell, In honor of Robert
D. Cowdery, Earl E. Gaertner & Diane

M. Finstrom & Carlsbad Caverns Guide

$500 - $599
James L. Allen

W. Chris Barnhill
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Robert T. Halpin
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Ronald E. Neal
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

SIPES Dallas Chapter
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Clifford A. Walker
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

$400 - $499
James K. Anderson

Scholarship Endowment Fund

David G. Griffin
In memory of Robert M. Leibrock

& Rayburn D. Ocamb

$300 - $399
Robert A. Anderson

Thornton E. Anderson
Scholarship Endowment Fund

Raymond N. Blackhall
Scholarship Endowment Fund

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

James P. Evans III
In memory of Robert W. Sabate’

George S. Johnson
In memory of Joe H. Warren, Jr.

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Peter MacKenzie
Robert B. Owen

Scholarship Endowment Fund,
In honor of Patrick J. F. Gratton

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Michael A. Pollok
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

William M. Smith
In honor of Michael N. Austin
& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

$200 - $299
James B. Bennett

In memory of Zeke W. Rogers
& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Wilbur & Nancy Bradley
E. Bernard Brauer
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Garnet W. Brock
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Bill D. Broughton
William C. Burkett

Scholarship Endowment Fund
& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Edward K. David
In honor of A. T. Carleton

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Lawrence H. Davis
Duncan D. Dubroff
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Arlen L. Edgar
In memory of Walter R. Berger, Jr., 

Lee Wayne Moore, George B. McBride
& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Earl E. Gaertner
Edward A. McCullough Endowed Fund

in memory of William A. Skees
& Laurence E. Gnagy

William T. Goff III
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

David G. Griffin
In memory of Rayburn D. Ocamb

Donald R. Hembre
Charles J. Kosarek
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Robert W. Luker
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Marcus D. Maddox
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Sally J. Meader-Roberts
Scholarship Endowment Fund,

Edward A. McCullough Endowed Fund
& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Edward B. Picou, Jr.
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

James D. Robertson
Stephen R. Robichaud

Wayland C. Savre
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Rudolf B. Siegert
Daniel L. Smith
John C. Worley

Carlsbad Caverns Guide
 

$100 - $199
Robert W. Anderson
Donald I. Andrews
Michael P. Arden

William C. Bahlburg
Orville R. Berg

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Louis C. Bortz
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Ross E. Brannian
Glenn S. Brant

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

James L. Brezina
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Lanny O. Butner
Brian S. Calhoun

In memory of Donald C. Wambaugh
& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Alfred T. Carleton, Jr.

Robert L. Cash
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

James S. Classen
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Jon F. Cobb
Rex D. Coppedge
Michael N. Fein

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Cliff J. Fontenot
Roger A. Freidline

Edward A. McCullough Endowed Fund

Thomas E. Gentry
In memory of Lester L. Gentry

Clement E. George
Scholarship Endowment Fund

James A. Gibbs
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

A. T. Green, Jr.
In memory of Robert E. Eggerton 

& Robert W. Sabate’

Jack S. Griggs
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

W. Kenneth Hall
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Dean C. Hamilton
Harold W. Hanke

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Scott G. Heape
Stephen E. Collins

Memorial Scholarship Fund

Floyd E. Heard
Albert R. Hensley

G. Warfield Hobbs IV
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

W. Ralph Holloway
Owen R. Hopkins
Dan A. Hughes

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Alfred James III
Ralph O. Kehle
William G. Kern

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Edgar B. Krider
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Susan M. Landon
Frank C. Mabry III
Robert H. Marshall

Jack P. Martin
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

David T. Martineau
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

(Continued)

The SIPES Foundation gratefully accepts all donations and acknowledges these contributions with a letter. 
Due to limited space in the newsletter, we are unable to list gifts under $26.

SIPES FSIPES Foundation Donoroundation Donors — As — Augusugust 1t 1 , 2006 t, 2006 to Ao Augusugust 1t 1 , 200, 20077
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Peter J. Massion
Wilbur E. McMurtry
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Lewis M. O’Neal
Charles A. O’Niell III

Gary W. Palmer
In memory of Mark Eidelbach

Arthur J. Pansze, Jr.
Lloyd K. Parrish, Jr.

J. Durwood Pate
Elwin M. Peacock

Scholarship Endowment Fund
in memory of James A. McCarthy

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Hugh C. Pendery
Lee M. Petersen

Jeanne & David Phelps
In memory of Carmen A. Farmer

Ronald W. Pritchett
In memory of Philip J. McKenna

James A. Ragsdale
Larry J. Rairden

John M. Rakowski
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

William M. Raymond
Cecil R. Rives

In memory of Robert S. Moehlman

Steven R. Russell
Scholarship Endowment Fund

in memory of Franklin Daugherty

C. Ray Scurlock
Roy G. Sharrock

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Jeffry A. Smith
In honor of Nolan Hirsch

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Stephen A. Sonnenberg
In memory of Robert R. Berg

Marion E. Spitler
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

B. C. St. Martin*
Lawrence W. Staub
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

M. R. Stipp
Edward A. McCullough Endowed Fund

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Paul M. Strunk
James P. Talbot

C. G. Tyner
Scholarship Endowment Fund

George B. Vockroth
John R. von Netzer
G. Clint Wainwright

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Scott A. Wainwright
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Robert W. Waring
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

H. Vaughan Watkins, Jr.
Charles Weiner

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Roger D. Wilkinson
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Richard O. Williams
Jon R. Withrow

James M. Zotkiewicz

$50 - $99
John T. Abney

Craig F. Anderson
Wallace E. Brunson
Jack C. Cartwright
Scott M. Daniel

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

James W. Denny
Charles W. Dobie

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Byron F. Dyer

Toby Elster
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Bruce W. Fields
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Eduardo Gonzales
Scholarship Endowment Fund

John C. Goss
Peter G. Gray

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

David N. Grimes
David R.Grogan

William R. Guffey
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Gregory L. Hair
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

C. Clyde Hamblin
Dick S. Horton

Daniel C. Huston
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

A. Darryl James
In memory of Laurence E. Gnagy

Michael S. Johnson
John D. Kullman
Arch J. Lair, Jr.

Woodruff G. Leel, Jr.
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Richard R. Lindsly
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

William J. Malin
Jeannie F. Mallick

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Roger L. Martin
Patrick H. McKinney
Eric L. Michaelson

Wayne D. Miller
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Craig E. Moore
Robert M.Neill

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Matthew J. Parsley
Wes B. Perry, Jr.

Norman D. Raman
Julius M. Ridgway
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Perry O. Roehl
C. Randall Schott
Patrick J. Shannon
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

John D. Sistrunk, Jr.
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Tony R. Stuart
John J. Taylor

Richard W. Thompson, Jr.
Stephen E. Collins

Memorial Scholarship Fund

William D. Trumbly
Roy C. Walther

George R. White
William P. Wilbert

In memory of E. Wayne Gordon, Jr.
& George F. Willis

Ralph O. Wilson II
I. Wayne Woolsey

$26 - $49
James D. Cobb, Jr.

Edward F. Haye
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Eugene J. Lipstate
Roger M. Matson

In memory of Philip J. McKenna

E. Lee Mills

* Deceased

Foundation  Donors  Continued

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDMEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDAATESTES

A new SIPES Membership Directory CD will be published this fall. 
If you want to include a new photo, or if your contact information,
area of expertise, geographic areas of practice, or consulting status

has changed, now is the time to update this information.
Please send or email your directory changes to the SIPES office by

September 10, 2007

Spiral-bound directories will be available for purchase at $40 each
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Advert i s ing  and Sponsorsh ip  Order  FAdvert i s ing  and Sponsorsh ip  Order  F ormorm

SIPES 45th Annua l  Meet ing  &  Convent ion
MAY 12-15,  2008 NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

2008 CONVENTION AD2008 CONVENTION AD VERT IS ING RAVERT IS ING RATESTES

Business Card (2"h x 3.5"w) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $60
Quarter Page (5" h x 3.35" w). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $120
Half Page (5"h x 7" w) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200
Full Page (10"h x 7.5"w) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $350
Inside Front Cover (Color) or Outside Back Cover (Color) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500
Inside Back Cover (Color). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500

Your ad will appear in the 2008 Convention registration book, the program book, and the 2008 Membership Directory CD

2008 CONVENTION SPONSORSHIP  RA2008 CONVENTION SPONSORSHIP  RATESTES

Silver Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500
Gold Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
(Gold Sponsors receive one complimentary convention registration)
Platinum Sponsor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,000
(Platinum Sponsors receive one complimentary convention registration and a complimentary 1/2 page ad)

Sponsor company names and logos will be included on the main page of the SIPES website (www.sipes.org).
Names can be hyperlinked to company webpages or to an e-mail form. Company names and logos will be printed

in the convention registration and program books, and on a banner that will be displayed at all convention functions.
Sponsors may also choose to host or co-host a convention event.

Circulation: SIPES Members, Industry Customers, Individuals Responsible for Directing Purchases of Goods and Services
Deadline for Inclusion: December 14, 2007   Publication Dates:  February & May 2008   Ad Format:  Camera-ready or digital 

ORDER FORM & PORDER FORM & PAAYMENT OPTIONS -  P lease  C i rc le  YYMENT OPTIONS -  P lease  C i rc le  Your  Se lect ionour  Se lect ion

Business Card Quarter Page Half Page Full Page Cover Page Silver Sponsor   Gold Sponsor Platinum Sponsor

Name:___________________________________________________ Contact: ______________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________ Telephone: ___________________________________________________

City: ___________________________  State: _______  Zip Code: ________________________ Fax: ____________________________________

Ad Size: ________________________  Amount Enclosed:_____________ E-Mail: ____________________________________________________

Payment Information:  Please Circle Form of Payment Make Checks Payable to:  SIPES 2008 Convention

Payment Enclosed Bill Me*          VISA          MasterCard         Discover          American Express

(*Payment must be received by December 14, 2007 for inclusion in publication)

CREDIT CARD INFORMACREDIT CARD INFORMATIONTION

Credit Card No.: _______________________________________________________ Expiration Date: ___________________________________

Name on Card: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail or Fax this order form with copy of ad/business card to:
SIPES, 4925 Greenville Ave., Suite 1106, Dallas, Texas  75206

Phone: 214-363-1780      Fax: 214-363-8195     E-mail: sipes@sipes.org
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OfOfficersficers

SIPESSIPES
DirDirectorsectors

President .........................................George S. Johnson...................................................Amarillo
Vice-President..................................Lanny O. Butner.........................................................Wichita
Vice-President of

National Energy ...........................H. Jack Naumann, Jr. ...............................................Midland
Secretary.........................................Clifford A. Walker........................................................Dallas
Treasurer..........................................Lee M. Petersen ....................................................Fort Worth

Michael N. Austin ............................Constitution/Conventions ............................................Denver

Raymond N. Blackhall......................NAPE.......................................................................Houston

Michael G. Cruson ..........................Professional Enterprise Management ............................Denver

Joseph M. Finger, Jr. ........................Membership Committee/Quarterly .......................San Antonio

William R. Finley..............................Membership Committee/Directory .............................Lafayette

Owen R. Hopkins ............................Quarterly ........................................................Corpus Christi

Kenneth J. Huffman .........................2008 Annual Meeting .......................................New Orleans

Peter MacKenzie ..............................Conventions/Public Relations......................Worthington, Ohio

Marc D. Maddox .............................Environmental/Quarterly ...........................................Midland

J. Phil Martin, Jr. ..............................State Legislative Affairs ..............................................Houston

Jon B. Selby ....................................Quarterly ....................................................................Austin

Thomas J. Smith ..............................Professional Society Liaison .............................Oklahoma City

SIPES Vision StatementSIPES Vision Statement

To be the pre-eminent organization for furthering
the professional and business interests

of independent practitioners of the earth sciences.
In achieving this vision, emphasis will be placed on

(1) professional competence,
(2) professional business ethics, and
(3) presenting a favorable, credible
and effective image of the Society.

Adopted by the SIPES Board of Directors
September 21, 1996
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4925 Greenville Avenue, Suite 1106
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