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Seldom does one receive
credits for accomplish-
ments while working for a
major company, but there
are exceptions. Most large
projects require teamwork
and cooperation. Manage-
ment's belief in these types
of projects provides a great
incentive, and leadership
was a key factor with my
involvement in ARCO's
Sheep Mountain Unit and
its development.

This review is as much to
honor those with the fore-
sight and management
skills to guide the develop-
ment of this CO2 supply for
the enhanced recovery
process, as well as to recog-
nize the research scientists
who pushed for its applica-
tion, geologists who found
the prospects; engineers
who developed and imple-
mented the project; and to
drilling engineers who fig-
ured out how to drill rela-
tively shallow directional
wells and to kill blowouts. I
don't leave out the land and
operation personnel and

attorneys who negotiated
both unusual lease and
sales agreements.

I also had the opportunity
to see the impact of the
increased revenue to the
Walsenburg, Colorado
infrastructure by essential-
ly taking a snapshot or a
one-day picture of the area
in 1996. I had not visited the
region since some of the
first development wells
were drilled, and had not
seen the facilities, except in
pictures and models. There
is nothing more satisfying

(Continued on Page 21)
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by J. J. Renfro, #3043 — Plano, Texas

"Some Success Stories""Some Success Stories"
I am reflecting on all of the events that

have occurred since the Lake Tahoe annual
meeting as I write my last president's col-
umn. Your board has worked hard during
this year and I appreciate their selfless giv-
ing of time and knowledge. We work on
many mundane items that are necessary to
keep this organization running and occa-
sionally come upon some useful and cre-
ative ideas. It seems most of these ideas
germinate after meetings in the presence of
malted beverages. Several success stories

could be told about the past year. Two
ideas that turned into completed projects
are the SIPES Investor List and the SIPES
Foundation Carlsbad Caverns Walking
Guide. Another emerging idea is the "How
I Became an Independent" book.

The SIPES Investor List was developed as
a resource for members who need to sell
the remaining part of a deal. The idea was
to list SIPES members who are interested in
buying a small piece of a prospect and
desire to be partners with other SIPES
members. This list will serve as a compli-
ment to the existing Most Active
Companies List. The response we received
from members wanting to be included was
tremendous, with over 65 members being

(Continued on Page 28)
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The following reports on national, state and environmental
issues were presented to the SIPES Board of Directors on March
20, 2007 in New Orleans, Louisiana. Bernie Brauer, Vice
President of National Energy and Corpus Christi Director,
authored the report, "Inside Energy." Lee Petersen, the Fort
Worth Director, provided the report on State Legislative News.
Jack Naumann, Treasurer and Midland Director, submitted the
Environmental Committee Report. The views and opinions
expressed are those of the authors. Some of the information pre-
sented is in the public domain and is available from a variety of
sources; other references were selected by the authors, and are
noted on their reports.

INTRODUCTION
The changing supply/demand in energy continues to

support price volatility. Global stock markets also continue
to reflect the impact of oil on the world economy. Iraq and
the Middle East in general are continuing as a potential
source of tension and conflict in reviewing the global ener-
gy outlook. 

POLITICS
In the State of the Union address, President Bush out-

lined his initiatives to gain energy independence for the
U.S. The initiatives included cutting consumption through

conservation and increased use of alternative fuels,
increasing domestic oil production, and increasing the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR). The recently expanded
daylight savings time is a small step for conservation that
will not apply to all regions. It probably has more to do
with the perception than actual benefit.

How far would the public go to support a goal of energy
independence? There has been a generally accepted rela-
tionship between per capita energy consumption, increas-
ing GNP and increasing standard of living. Will the rela-
tionship hold as consumption declines? The U.S. is cur-
rently importing 65 percent of their crude oil require-
ments. This makes the target reduction so large that realis-
tically Congress would not act in a bipartisan fashion to
support the goal. Congressional support of legislation
would risk the ire of their constituents for the inconve-
nience such a drastic reduction would cause. It is also hard
to see how increasing the SPR would support energy inde-
pendence.

In the coming months to November 2008, it will be inter-
esting to see how much attention the candidates really
give energy self sufficiency and how many real viable
incentives are enacted to reduce oil consumption.

PRICE
Oil prices have increased almost 25 percent since mid-

January. A strong cold period in February and refinery
shutdowns resulted in reduced gasoline and heating oil
inventories. Currently the oil price is just above $62.00/bbl,
NYMEX, the highest level since December 22, 2006. 

Recently in Peak Oil News, Henry Groppe of Groppe,
Long & Littell had an incisive comment on oil price stating,
"There is no surplus, there is no shortage, there is only
price…we ran out of $2 oil a long time ago, $20 oil in 2001,
$30 oil in 2003, and $40 oil in 2005." Groppe, Long, & Littell
will present the SIPES Foundation Seminar at the SIPES
Annual Meeting in June.

David Pursell of Pickering Energy Partners has suggest-
ed that gas production will be up in 2007, but gas prices
will be lower than the $8.00/MMBTU NYMEX futures at
year end 2006, due to record storage and slower industrial
demand, the price is currently $7.239/MMBTU. Federal off-
shore GOM is expected to lead production growth; how-
ever, the increase will just offset the decline in older fields,
as operators continue on a production treadmill.

SUPPLY
OPEC oil production was cut 335,000 BPD in February to

26.48 MMBPD with Saudi production the lowest in three
years at 8.55MMBPD. 

Current total domestic supply is 22.110 MMBPD with
7.025 MMBPD due to domestic production and 13.650
MMBPD due to imports or 65 percent of the total supply.
Domestic crude and condensate production is only 5.25
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MMBPD, the balance being 1.775 MMBPD of NGL and
LRG.

In 2006, Africa at 2.23 MMBPD was actually a larger sup-
plier of oil to the U.S. than the Middle East at 2.22 MMBPD.
Canada and Mexico are still the major importers to the U.S.
as counties rather than regions.

Regarding global supply, ENI has announced a delay in
the development of the giant Kashagan Field, which cov-
ers 1034 square miles in Kazakhstan. Production will not
begin until 2010 with peak production of 1.5 MMBPD in
2019. Discovered in 2000, it is the largest field in the last 30
years with a total development cost of $29MMM. Of the
4,000 identified major oil fields only three currently pro-
duce more than 1.5 MMBPD.

Hugo Chavez announced China should become
Venezuela's largest customer in five years. Currently China
purchases 150 MMBPD and is forecast to purchase 1
MMBPD by 2012.

DEMAND
Currently total demand is 22.210 MMBPD with 20.960

MMB domestic demand. Motor gasoline at 9.34 MMBPD
represents 42 percent of the total demand. It is easy to see
why motor transportation is always the first target select-
ed in any conservation proposals.

The EIA indicated U.S. petroleum stocks had a signifi-
cant drop of 11.1 MMB with refined products dropping
17MMB. Even with those drops the domestic petroleum
and products are still 51 MMB above the 5-year average
but are 18 MMB below this time last year. China continues
to be a major player in global demand at 7.0 MMBPD with
3.3 MMBPD being imported.

PEAK OIL
Comments on supply/demand invariably lead to Peak

Oil discussions. The sides are separated with, in some
ways, a brighter line than separates the Global Warming
sides.

The issue for the Peak Oil controversy is simple. No one
disputes that economically viable oil will last forever. The
question is really how long before the Peak Oil production
is reached.

One side says we reached Peak Oil based on the M. King
Hubbert studies around 1972. A review of the data makes
a compelling argument for the Hubbert study. 

The other side recognizes the valuable contribution of M.
King Hubbert in his analyses but feel he was too conserv-
ative. They anticipate that Peak Oil could not occur before
2030. They base this on resource growth and the effect the
application of new technology has on improving oil recov-
ery. 

Another area of contention is the size of the remaining
resource base. The proponents of the Hubbert analysis
estimate the size at 1.2 trillion BBL, while the more opti-
mistic estimate remaining resources at 3.7 trillion BBL. As
we see, the difference continues, and most likely will for
some time. 

ETHANOL
Ethanol while having some of the anticipated benefits,

such as reduced greenhouse gases and reduced consump-
tion of gasoline it has created increasing pressure on the
corn resources. For comparison, ethanol production in
1980 was 0.175 billion gals increasing to 1.4 billion gals in
1994. After a drop to 1.1 billion gals in 1996, there was a
steady increase to 4.9 billion gals. In 2001 ethanol produc-
tion was 7 percent of 9.8 billion bushels and in 2006 this
increased to 18 percent of 11.8 billion bushels. Even with
some increase in ethanol production food will continue to
be the priority use for corn. Increasing tariffs on corn will
add to Latin American political tensions.

EXPLORATION
The Oil & Gas Journal reports 45,398 total completions in

2006, with 3,544 exploratory wells or 7.8 percent of com-
pletions. In 2007 the O&GJ is forecasting 47,000 total com-
pletions, with 3,744 exploratory wells or 7.9 percent of
completions. After Texas at 13,485 total completions,
Wyoming is second with 4,370 completions.

At year end 2004 there were 1,230 drilling rigs operating,
in 2005 there were 1,470 and in 2006 the increase continued
ending at 1,720 drilling rigs operating.

The DOI has analyzed five potential oil shale research
projects in Colorado's Piceance Basin. The environmental
assessments have been approved for proposals from
Chevron, EGL Resources, and Shell Frontier Oil and Gas.
This is the last step before 160 acre leases are issued for
each project. 

The potential from the Green River formation is 800
MMMBO that would be recoverable. This is a very aggres-
sive target for a very aggressive project.

The U.S. Energy Policy Act of 2005 gave DOI the author-
ity to establish a national geological and geophysical data-
base. It will inventory, archive, preserve and catalog geo-
physical, geologic, and engineering data maps, well logs,
and samples. Follow up information should detail the
commercial viability of the data base and issues of confi-
dentiality.

GOVERNMENT
Domestically the new congress has identified areas they

will try to establish as part of a legislative energy plan:

Require reduction in omission of greenhouse
gases. Recent comments by Professor Don Easterbrook,
Western Washington University provide an interesting
side note, human causes as a contribution to global warm-
ing are uncertain.

Diversify and expand secure, efficient and envi-
ronmentally friendly forms of energy.

Reduce the burden of rising energy costs on con-
sumers. The specifics of this reduction were not specified.

(Continued)

4 _______________________________________________________________________________SIPES QUARTERLY

National,  State  &  Environmental  Information  Continued



Eliminate tax give-aways to large energy compa-
nies. Some things are definitely in the eye of the beholder,
one person’s give-away might be another person’s incen-
tive.

Prevent energy price gouging, profiteering, and
market manipulation. Unfortunately, a free-market system
occasionally requires purchasers for any commodity to
pay more than they want to pay.

INTERNATIONAL
In the international view, the movement to nationalize is

strongest in Venezuela, but continues to move in Latin
America. Venezuela, it appears, will not make their current
efforts against U.S. operators an official taking of assets,
but will offer some form of credit to take payment in oil
rather than cash. How the amount will be determined has
not as yet been announced.

M/A AND TRANSACTION ACTIVITY
Sterling Energy acquires Whittier Energy for $188

MM. Sterling is listed on the Alternative Investment
Market (AIM) of London.

Conoco/Phillips to repurchase up to $1 MMM in
shares.

Anadarko to sell $2 MMM in assets to Apache and
EXCO Resources.

Forest Oil will acquire Houston Exploration for
$1.5 MMM.

Statoil and Norsk-Hydro to merge. It is a $57
MMM deal with the value split 70:30 and creates the
world's largest offshore operator.

STATE LEGISLATIVE NEWS
COLORADO

The Colorado Air Quality Control Commission
has issued new rules for oil and gas operations statewide.
Oil and gas operators must cut overall emissions of volatile
organic compounds (primarily Ozone) from condensate
storage tanks by 75%. Current rules require cuts of 47.5%.
Operators in Wattenberg Field must comply by 5/01/2007,
while the rest of the state will be phased in over the next
two years. 

The Colorado General Assembly is considering a
number of energy-related bills in the current legislative
session (below). Among the most interesting is House Bill
07-1341, which will transform the Oil and Gas
Conservation Commission into three industry members;
two members representing stakeholders with expertise in
wildlife, environmental protection, soil conservation or
reclamation; one agricultural producer with royalty inter-
ests; and one local government official. The executive
directors of DNR and CDPHE (Department of Health) will
serve as ex-officio voting members. 

COGCC functions will be more strongly directed to "fos-
ter oil and gas development consistent with the protection
of the environment, wildlife resources, and public health,
safety, and welfare." The COGCC will be required to pro-

mulgate rules, in consultation with CDPHE, to provide its
input into COGCC decision-making that impacts public
health. Costs for CDPHE and CDOW involvement in com-
mission decision-making (e.g., selected well permits, well
spacing) will be assessed against applicants. The full text of
the bill (and all other Colorado bills mentioned in this
report) can be found on-line at: http://www.leg.state.co.us/

SB 07-51 (Requires any new building or renovated
building using 25% or more in state funds to be certified as
a "high performance" building, i.e., uses 37% less energy
and 42% less water) passed both the Senate and the House

SB 07-100 (Requires large investor-owned utilities
to provide a report to regulators every two years identify-
ing renewable resource zones where wind, solar and other
renewable energy projects are hampered because of a
shortage of transmission capacity; anticipates an invest-
ment of $2 billion in transmission lines over the next ten
years to meet Colorado’s growing electricity demand)
passed both the Senate and the House 

SB 07-147 (requires 75% of all gasoline sold in
Colorado from November through April every year con-
tain at least 10% ethanol, contingent on the statewide sup-

(Continued)
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Management of Produced Water
The Interstate Oil & Gas Compact Commission and

ALL Consulting conducted a national research effort,
funded by the U.S. Department of Energy's National
Energy Technology Laboratory, focusing on the man-
agement of produced water from conventional and
unconventional onshore exploration and production
operations in the United States. Researchers evaluated
oil and gas operations to observe how industry has
dealt with water management challenges.

The results have been
released in a guidebook
that catalogues produced
water quality data and
water processing tech-
niques that operators are
utilizing across the coun-
try. The IOGCC has devel-
oped an in-depth CD-
ROM that contains the full
results of the study, as
well as comprehensive
tools for the practical
management of produced
water. It contains infor-
mation for state and fed-
eral regulators, as well as
oil and gas operators.
Copies of the CD-ROM
can be obtained from the
IOGCC at 405-525-3556.
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ply of ethanol; some provisions dropped from a similar bill
vetoed by the governor last year) in committee; postponed
indefinitely

HB 07-1037 (Enables utilities to establish energy
efficiency programs, including rebates to customers who
install energy-efficient natural gas appliances) passed sec-
ond reading in House

HB 07-1139 (Increases the percentage of state sev-
erance tax revenues credited to local cities and counties
where drilling takes place) passed in the House, assigned
to committee in the Senate

HB 07-1142 (requires that all statements and docu-
mentation filed with a county assessor related to the valu-
ation of an oil or gas leasehold are public records that are
available for inspection, instead of being considered pri-
vate documents) passed by the House, assigned to com-
mittee in the Senate

HB 07-1146 (Requires any municipality or county
with building codes to incorporate minimum energy effi-
ciency standards on new construction and renovations,
including homes) passed the House and the Senate (with
amendments); House considering Senate amendments

HB 07-1281 (Requires larger investor-owned utili-
ties to get 20% and rural co-operatives to get 10% of their
electricity from renewable resources but caps monthly cost
of same to customers) passed by the House, in Senate com-
mittee with amendments

HB 07-1341 (Directing the Oil and Gas
Conservation Commission to foster oil and gas develop-
ment consistent with the protection of the environment,
wildlife resources, and public health, safety, and welfare;
increases the Commission to nine voting members, seven
of which are appointed by the governor, and only three of
which need have any oil and gas industry experience;
specifies commissioners with expertise in environmental
or wildlife protection, soil conservation, and agricultural
production) assigned to committee in the House

KANSAS
HB 2039 (An act concerning renewable resources

or technologies and renewable energy resources or tech-
nologies; amending and repealing the existing sections.)
approved by the governor 2/14/2007

HB 2079 (An act concerning electric public utili-
ties; establishing a renewable portfolio standard.) referred
to committee

HB 2169 (An act concerning the Kansas develop-
ment finance authority; relating to energy conservation
improvements and energy conservation measures;
amending and repealing the existing sections.) scheduled
hearing 3/06/2007

HB 2278 (An act concerning electric and natural
gas public utilities; relating to financing of energy conser-
vation equipment.) passed with amendments by the
House

SB 128 (An act concerning the state corporation
commission; relating to providing energy conservation

information to consumers by certain electric utilities;
establishing the energy conservation education advisory
group.) passed with amendments by the Energy and
Utilities Committee

LOUISIANA
No earth-science related bills are in committee or sched-

uled for the 2007 1st Regular Session of the state legisla-
ture. 

MONTANA
HB 405 (Increase natural resource development

for low-cost energy) transmitted to Senate
HJ 13 (Encourage oil and gas development)

referred to committee
SB 19 (Revise laws governing oil and gas develop-

ers and surface owners) returned to the Senate 
SB 241 (Requiring reclamation plans for oil and

gas operations; establishing specific requirements for
reclamation plans on lands affected by oil and gas opera-
tions; conditioning performance bonds for oil and gas
operations) missed deadline for general bill transmittal,
probably dead

SB 407 (Authorizing emergency discharges of coal
bed methane water) transmitted to the House

NEW MEXICO
HB 386 (Oil and gas operations emissions stan-

dards) in committee
HB 569 (Oil and gas operator civil penalties) in

committee
HB 665 (Oil and gas property unit valuation) in

committee
HB 777 (Oil and gas reclamation fund stability) in

committee
HB 827 (Surface owners protection act) signed by

the governor 3/08/2007
HB 1122 (Oil and gas produced water tax credits)

in committee
SB 340 (Oil and gas property alternative unit val-

uation) in committee
SB 960 (Surface owners protection act) in commit-

tee?; see HB 827
SB 1024 (Ownership proof of oil and gas equip-

ment) in committee
SJM 10 (Recognizing the importance of nuclear

energy and uranium resources in New Mexico) Senate
table

OKLAHOMA
HB 1658 (Oil and gas sound level restrictions)

referred to committee
HB 1889 (Negotiating oil and gas surface dam-

ages) referred to committee
HB 1954 (Oklahoma oil and gas act 0f 2007)

referred to committee
SB 136 (Commission on marginally-producing oil

and gas wells - modify fees to fund) referred to committee
(Continued)
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SB 631 (Gross production tax exemption - Modify
types of production which are subject to limitation)
referred to committee

TEXAS
SB 714 (Requirements applicable to a water well

located in a groundwater conservation district and used in
connection with certain oil or gas well operations) referred
to committee.

HB 722 (Relating to the establishment of a global
warming task force) in committee

HB 1904 (Relating to the financial security require-
ments for operators of oil and gas wells) in committee

WYOMING
HB 0050 (Oil and gas units, modifying consent

requirements necessary for the amendment of orders
entered by the Wyoming oil and gas conservation com-
mission or cooperative agreements relating to specified
recovery operations) in hearing

HB 0169 (creates a sales and use tax exemption for
clean coal technology, requires an annual report and pro-
vides for a sunset of the exemption) introduced in the sen-
ate

HB 0234 (Specifying damages recoverable for
injury to a spring, well or other water source caused by oil
and gas operations) died in committee

HB 0263 (Expanding rulemaking authority of the
oil and gas conservation commission as specified) in hear-
ing

SOURCES:
Colorado General Assembly
http://www.leg.state.co.us/
Rocky Mountain News
Kansas Legislature
http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-legisportal/index.do
Louisiana State Legislature
http://www.legis.state.la.us/
Montana State Legislature
http://leg.mt.gov/css/default.asp
New Mexico Legislature — http://legis.state.nm.us/lcs/
Oklahoma Legislature — http://www.lsb.state.ok.us/
Texas Legislature Online
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Home.aspx
TIPRO — http://www.tipro.org
Wyoming State Legislature
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE REPORT
Global Warming Update: On January 29, 2007 in Paris,

the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, met to
finalize the details for their Forth Assessment Report on
climate change. This report will be available in a three part
series throughout the year and the summaries made avail-
able to policy governmental makers. The findings of this
panel are important, as they will have a great effect upon
future regulations and/or legislation decisions made by

governments worldwide. The initial physical science find-
ings are as follows:

Global atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide,
methane and nitrous oxide have increased markedly since
1750 and now far exceed pre industrial values determined
from ice cores spanning many thousands of years. The
global increases in carbon dioxide concentrations are due
primarily to fossil fuel use and land-use change, while
those of methane and nitrous oxide are primarily due to
agriculture.

The understanding of anthropogenic warming and cool-
ing influences on climate has improved since the Third
Assessment Report (TAR), leading to a very high confi-
dence that the globally averaged net effect of human activ-
ities since 1750 has been one of warming. 

Warming of the climate system is unequivocal, as is now
evident from observations of increases in global average
air and ocean temperatures, widespread melting of snow
and ice, and rising global average sea level.

At continental, regional and ocean basin scales, numer-
ous long-term changes in climate have been observed.
These include changes in Arctic temperature and ice,
widespread changes in precipitation amounts, ocean salin-
ity, wind patterns and aspects of extreme weather includ-
ing droughts, heavy precipitation, heat waves, and inten-
sity of tropical cyclones. 

Paleoclimate information supports the interpretation
that the warmth of the last century is unusual in at least
the previous 1300 years. The last time the polar regions
were significantly warmer than present for an extended
period (about 125,000 years ago), reductions in polar ice
volume led to 4-6 meters in sea level rise.

Most of the observed increase in globally averaged tem-
peratures since the mid-twentieth century is very likely
due to the observed increase in anthropogenic greenhouse
gas concentrations. This is an advance since the TAR con-
clusion that “most of the observed warming over the last
50 years is likely to be due to the increase in greenhouse
gas concentrations.”

The findings infer that the Arctic Oceans could be absent
of sea ice in the later part of the century; growing seasons
in temperate regions will expand, and droughts will con-
tinue to ravage semi-arid regions of Africa and Asia. This
latest draft by the IPCC states that twice the pre-industrial
concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere will
likely warm the climate by 3.5 to 8 degrees Fahrenheit by
the end of the century. The report indicates that this
increase in temperature is directly related to the growth of
human population, use of fossil fuels, particularly coal,
and the ongoing deforestation in the tropic regions. The
panel has also suggested that 90-99 percent of heat-trap-
ping gases such as carbon dioxide emissions are the domi-
nant cause of the observed warming recorded in the last 50
years. 

(Continued)
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It is interesting to note that the same panel reported in
1990 that the evidence of global warming could be as much
from natural as from human causes. Then in 1995 the IPCC
panel reversed its 1990 findings by stating that the current
evidence suggests a humanlike influence on global warm-
ing. In 2001 the panel stated that human activity caused
most of the previous warming of the previous half-centu-
ry at 66-99 percent. 

The IPCC has stated that the report is not meant to out-
line measures to tackle global warming. Instead it is meant
to concentrate on the latest findings and present them in a
way to strengthen the resolve of governments to act now
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Two additional
reports will be issued by the IPCC, one in April and one in
May and will address adapting to and mitigating climate
change. As a side note, the Kyoto Protocol is an amend-
ment to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change and the IPCC is overseen by the United
Nations. 

With the success of Al Gore's movie "An Inconvenient
Truth" he has now launched a campaign entitled "SOS -
Save Our Selves, The Campaign for a Climate in Crisis."
The first event of this campaign will occur on July 7, 2007
and will be named "Live Earth." It will be a 24-hour concert
across seven continents that will bring together over 100 of
the top musical artists in the world, and is sponsored in
part by the MSN Network and Cameron Diaz. Gore has
stated that, "The climate crisis will only be stopped by an
unprecedented and sustained global movement and we
hope to jump start that movement right here, right now,
and take it to a new level on July 7, 2007."

The table below lists the key points to Mr. Gore’s "An
Inconvenient Truth" and "SOS - Save Our Selves, The
Campaign for a Climate in Crisis."

The number of Category 4 and 5 hurricanes has
almost doubled in the last 30 years.

Malaria has spread to higher altitudes in places
like the Colombian Andes, 7,000 feet above sea level.

The flow of ice from glaciers in Greenland has
more than doubled over the past decade.

At least 279 species of plants and animals are
already responding to global warming, moving closer to
the poles.

If the warming continues, we can expect catastrophic
consequences.

Deaths from global warming will double in just 25
years -- to 300,000 people a year.

Global sea levels could rise by more than 20 feet
with the loss of shelf ice in Greenland and Antarctica, dev-
astating coastal areas worldwide.

Heat waves will be more frequent and more
intense.

Droughts and wildfires will occur more often.
The Arctic Ocean could be ice free in summer by

2050.

More than a million species worldwide could be
driven to extinction by 2050.

Subsequent to Mr. Gore's film, some of the latest opinion
polls found that 58 percent say global warming will have a
"great to extreme" impact on their children's future and
two out of three agree that it will impact the U.S. economy
over the next 10 years. Nearly half of those polled said that
oil companies should be taxed for their contributions to
global warming. 

For a different opinion, consider Henrik Svensmark of
the Danish National Space Center who has studied for
more than a decade an explanation of the cooling and
warming of the earth. His results have recently been pub-
lished in the Proceedings of the Royal Society (the mathemat-
ical, engineering and physical sciences journal of the Royal
Society of London). Mr. Svensmark's findings, which are
backed by laboratory results, have demonstrated that the
sun's magnetic field can be related to the recent rises in the
earth's temperatures. The basis of the findings shows a
strong correlation between cosmic rays, high-speed atom-
ic particles, and low altitude clouds, whereby the Earth's
cloud cover increased when the density of cosmic rays
grew and decreased when the intensity declined.

Low altitude clouds are significant due to the fact that
they shield the Earth from the sun to keep us cool. Low
cloud cover can vary by 2% in a five-year period affecting
the Earth's surface by as much as 1.2 watts per square
meter. This figure can be compared to the 1.4 watts per
square meter estimated by the IPCC for the greenhouse
effect of all the increase in carbon dioxide in the air since
the industrial revolution. 

The Danish research group has asserted that the Sun’s
magnetic field deflects some of the cosmic rays that pene-
trate the Earth's atmosphere, which in turn, limits the
immense amounts of ions and free electrons that the cos-
mic rays produce. During the twentieth century the Sun's
magnetic field has been measured to have more than dou-
bled in strength. This doubling in effect would have had to
deflect an extraordinary number of rays, which in turn,
would have a limiting effect on cloud formation. To prove
this point, Mr. Henrik Svensmark's group produced this 

(Continued)
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effect under laboratory conditions in Denmark's Danish
National Space Center facilities. 

These findings have opened up a new and totally differ-
ent variable within climate science, which has raised the
eyes of numerous scientific groups and has instigated
additional European studies. CERN, (the European
Organization for Nuclear Research), has recently begun a
multiple phase project re-running the Danish findings.
The chairman of the aforementioned IPCC has denounced
the Danish findings as "naïve and irresponsible."

Politics and Emissions: As of the first of the year there
were four Democratic proposals for limiting carbon emis-
sions. These are all proposals based upon a market-based
system, under which the government gives or sells per-
mits to businesses, which allows them a certain level of
emissions. Many energy-based businesses are concerned
that not only can the industry be faced with federal legis-
lation, but also the possibility that individual states will
also come up with their own additional regulations. This
would in effect create a series of different emission rules
and regulations throughout the country. Therefore, a
group of companies based in the utilities, manufacturing,
petroleum, chemicals and financial services have joined
together with several environmental groups calling for a
nationwide limit on carbon dioxide emissions. 

The group is called the "United States Climate Action
Partnership" and is comprised of General Electric, Alcoa,
Caterpillar, Duke Energy, PG&E, FPL, PNM Resources, BP,
and Lehman Brothers. The group has not come up with
any recommended legislation, but has detailed a set of
principals that they suggest as a guide to any legislation.
Some of the recommendations are recommending a range
of emission levels from 100 to 105% of current levels for
five years, then down to 90 to 100% in 10 years, and 70 to
90% percent of current levels in 15 years. 

The group goes on to state that they "strongly discourage
further construction of stationary sources that cannot eas-
ily capture carbon dioxide." This last statement is of inter-
est given the current debate of the proposed eleven new
coal-fired electric generation plants by TXU in Texas. 

The hope is that the opportunity exists to construct emis-
sion regulations that are workable and realistic while
President Bush is in office. The newly-elected Democratic

Congress will most likely be less sensitive to the needs of
business.

Wind Power — The Clean, Environmentally Friendly
Energy Alternative: The latest figures from the Energy
Information Administration show that currently in the
U.S., almost 10% of the electricity generated comes from
renewable resources. This is broken down as follows:
Hydro 75.2%, Biomass 16.7%, Geothermal 4.0%, Wind
3.9% and Solar 0.2%. The wind industry is the one sector
of the renewable energy industry that is growing and has
wide public support. 

The wind industry, although still small, has grown 0.4%,
up from less than 0.1% five years ago and is projected to
continue to enjoy continued growth. This has been due to
the fact that wind is a clean, non-polluting, non-carbon
emitting and totally renewable energy resource. Wind
energy itself is currently not a cost-effective means of
power generation as compared to oil, gas, coal, or nuclear
sources. However, due to the high cost of oil and gas
sources and the desire to generate "clean" power, the wind
industry has been flourishing, (plus the millions of dollars
of tax incentives doesn't hurt). 

In 2004, wind generated enough electricity to power
over 1.6 million households. New wind projects are being
planned and built from Cape Cod to Southern California
and all points in between. Wind power promises a clean
and perpetual "free" source of energy generation. Most
governments worldwide are promoting and encouraging
massive "wind farms" and offer generous subsidies and
regulatory support requiring utilities to purchase the gen-
erated energy. 

Everything sounds good, but there is so to speak "a fly in
the ointment."

(Continued)
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SIPES PSIPES Prrospect Investor List &ospect Investor List &
Most Active Companies ListMost Active Companies List

The new SIPES Prospect Investor List, containing
names of members who are interested in participating in pro-
jects generated by other SIPES Members is now available
from the SIPES office. The list is in Excel format and can be
sent or emailed to you. There is no charge for this list. 

The SIPES Most Active Companies List contains the
names of companies in SIPES Chapter locations that are
reviewing prospects in particular geographic areas. Some of
these companies are owned by members, but many of the
contacts are non-members.  This list is available on CD-ROM
only. The information on the MAC disk available in six 
different computer-file formats.  There is a $10 charge for the
disk.  

Both lists are available to SIPES Members only (not
to Chapter Affiliates) and are considered confidential.
Contact the SIPES Office in Dallas to receive either of them.  

Seeking…
Re-completions and…
Groundfloor &/or Drill-Ready

Prospects in Texas and Oklahoma
We have workover rigs in East Texas

Please contact: Donna Lattanzi
903.526.1740      dlattanzi@princessthree.com
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National,  State  &  Environmental  Information  Continued

Bird and Bat Mortality: Wind turbines have been under
scrutiny ever since high migratory bird deaths (particular-
ly migratory raptors) were discovered at the wind farms at
the 5,400-wind turbine Altamont Pass Project, near San
Francisco. The Alameda County Superior Court of
California recently ruled that a lawsuit brought by the
Center for Biologic Diversity could proceed. It is based
upon the project violating several federal laws, including
the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and the Federal
Migratory Protection Act. Logically, most wind farms and
their turbines are set in areas that have substantial year
round winds. These areas of sustained winds are also used 
as migration routes for many migratory birds. Therefore, a
bad mixture is bound to result, and the winner will not be
the bird. Even though it would seem impossible for a bird
to be hit in mid air by a wind turbine blade or into a sta-
tionary structure, it does happen, and in some areas, with 
regularity. As large and slow as the wind turbine blades
appear to be moving, the standard length wind turbine
blade will average 150-200 mph at the tip. 

Take for example the wind farm on the Smola Islands off
the coast of Norway. The Smola Islands are approximately
6 miles off the northwest coast of Norway. This area was
designated an "Important Bird Area" by Birdlife
International in 1989. This was due because the area held
one of the highest populations of white-tailed eagles in the
world, (estimated at nineteen breeding pairs on Smola
Island). A sixty-eight turbine wind farm was built on the
Smola Island and within 10 months only one pair of nest-
ing eagles had survived the turbines. Not only were eigh-
teen breeding pairs killed, but the wind turbines also
destroyed all of last year's adolescent eagles. 

The Nantucket Sound area has recently been in the news
as to the proposal of constructing 130 wind turbines. Each
of these turbines is estimated to be taller than the Statue of
Liberty. Numerous groups are fighting the construction on
the basis of "visual pollution." Other options along the
eastern seaboard area include proposals of wind farms off-
shore. The argument is that they will not be visually abhor-
rent and that they will benefit from more sustained winds
than onshore. But those sustained offshore winds are also
in the middle of the Atlantic Migratory Flyway. 

Bat mortality is now the current unknown. Dead bats are
turning up beneath wind turbines all over the world. It is
not known yet why such large numbers of bats are being
killed. What is known is that the species of bats found
killed by turbines are predominantly migratory. Of the 200
existing wind facilities, only twelve have been studied for
bat mortality. However, at these sites the bat to bird kill
ratio has been conservatively estimated at 7:1. 

There are 200 turbine facilities and approximately 16,000
operating wind turbines currently in the U.S., and all are
land-based. Newer turbines are larger and can produce 20-
30 times more electricity than turbines from the 1980s.
These larger turbines operate with three blades, each over
130' in length with a total extended height of over 400'. The

nationwide spinning rate average is 60-80% of the year
and they require a minimum of 13 mph of wind speed. It
is currently estimated that the bird mortality rate with sta-
tionary communication towers is 50 million birds per year
with 90% being migratory. The current studies on bird
mortality rates with wind turbines indicate that from one
bird/per turbine/per year to as high as 7.5 birds/per tur-
bine/per year. However, these estimates are from studies
that have been completed by pro-wind groups or wind
farm interests. 

Even though this is a rather hot and controversial subject
with wind farms and wind farm development, the fact
remains that as far as bird mortality rates go, they are
rather small in comparison with mortality rates from agri-
cultural chemical use and loss of habitat. The desire for a
clean renewable source of power will most likely prevail. 

What is likely more important than associated bird mor-
tality is the overall environmental surface use footprint as
the result of wind farm development. As a surface use
comparison to an oil or gas location, I would encourage
you to view the web site below. It is a site that is not pro-
wind farm, however, it does illustrate the impact on the
surface estate in a wind farm located in Wales.

http://www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~hills/cc/gallery/index
.htm

Summary: To take use of my soap box and interject my
personal feelings; I fear that as a society, we continue to
react with emotion and not logic on most matters that
affect us today. Additionally, our focus on the importance
of what subject matter is important to our society seems to
continue to degrade, i.e., the nationwide captivation of the
live courtroom hearing on where Anna Nicole Smith
should be buried. 

We, as a population, do not take the time to research and
study the issues that impact our society. There is a vast
amount of easily accessed data that is available to the pub-
lic to research and form the basis of an informed opinion.
The media continues to make their living by perpetuating
fear and mistrust with small bits of information and then
infuse it to the population in 1-2 minute doses in the morn-
ing papers or evening news. Scientific facts and theories
are continually being contorted to perpetuate special inter-
est gains or motives. As professional earth scientists, we
should take it upon ourselves to be well informed on mat-
ters that deal in science, and we should endeavor to help
propagate scientifically-based discussions with our
friends, colleagues, contacts and especially our youth.

Thomas Huxley said, "My business is to teach my aspira-
tions to conform themselves to fact, not to try and make
facts harmonize with my aspirations."

And a quote from Alston Chase found on Michael
Crichton's web page: "…when the search for truth is con-
fused with political advocacy, the pursuit of knowledge is
reduced to the quest for power."
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NEW ORLEANS
New Orleans Chapter Officers for

2007-08 are: Chairman Ken Huffman;
Vice Chairman Paul Perret; Secretary
Jim Zotkiewicz; Treasurer Dave
Phelps; Past Chairman Rodney
Rymer; and National Director Jeanne
Phelps.

Our January luncheon meeting fea-
tured Bob Casey, an attorney with
Casey, Babin, and Casey law firm. Mr.
Casey enlightened the membership
on disclosure requirements for certain
types of qualified and non-qualified
investors, which sparked a lengthy
question and answer exchange. Mr.
Casey also commented on partnership
agreements, the need for proper doc-
umentation, and how the SEC views
these partnerships. 

Cathy DeMatto with Capital One
Bank spoke at our February luncheon
meeting about the borrowing of
investment capital to finance an acqui-
sition or to leverage a program using
existing properties as collateral.

In March, the New Orleans Chapter
hosted the National Board Meeting.
The evening prior to the monthly lun-
cheon, the National Board and the
Local Board, with our spouses, had a
social hour and dinner at Antoine’s
Restaurant. 

Everyone had the opportunity to
visit and enjoy an excellent meal. For a
special treat, Vice Chairman Paul
Perret and his wife June invited the
whole crew over to their French
Quarter apartment for after-dinner
drinks.

The National Board also attended
our March luncheon meeting and
Mike Austin, SIPES National
President, gave his talk “Where the
Buffalos Roam” to the general mem-
bership. As usual, his presentation
was well received.

Congratulations are also in order for
one of our local members, A. T. Green,
#689, who received the API
Meritorious Service Award for his out-
standing achievement and service to
the industry at the API Delta
Chapter’s monthly meeting on March
21.

Jim ZZotkiewicz
Secretary

ChapChap tt e r  Ner  N ee ww ss

A. T. Green (second from left) received the
API Meritorious Service Award for outstand-
ing achievement and service to the industry.

New Orleans members attending dinner at
Antoine’s with the SIPES Board include (L to
R) Debra and Mike Fein with Susan and Al
Baker.

Past SIPES Foundation President Jim Evans
and his wife Shannon at Antoine’s Dinner.

CALL   FOR   P CALL   FOR   P A P E R SA P E R S
Oil & Gas Prospecting — The Good, 

The Bad, and the Possible

The SIPES New Orleans Chapter is looking for papers dealing with the following subjects: Ideas and
techniques used by independents for find oil and gas; pitfalls and problems independents have experienced
while searching for oil and gas; trends and opportunities for the independent, as well as presentations on

business and legal issues. We would like to have speakers from every SIPES Chapter.! 
Presentations should be about 30 minutes long with time for questions from the audience.

Graphics should be in either a PowerPoint presentation or poster format.

For additional information, contact the Technical Program Chairman Mike Fein at 1feinmn1@cox.net.

SSIIPPEESS  4455tthh  
AAnnnnuuaall  MMeeeettiinngg  &&
22000088  CCoonnvveennttiioonn

MMaayy  1122-1155,,  22000088
NNeeww  OOrrlleeaannss,,

LLoouuiissiiaannaa



Chapter  News  Continued

12 ______________________________________________________________________________SIPES QUARTERLY

AA USTINUSTIN
Chairman: Jon Selby
V-Chrmn: Doug Watkins
Secretary: TBA
Treasurer: Dwight Cassell
Meets: The County Line 

(On the Hill)
1st Thursday

CORPUS CHRISTICORPUS CHRISTI
Chairman: Duncan Chisholm
V-Chrmn: Eldon West
Secretary/
Treasurer: Ed Riddle

Meets: Town Club
Last Tuesday of month

DD ALLALL AA SS
Chairman: Ed Gonzales
V-Chrmn: David Bissmeyer
Secretary: Don Muth
Treasurer: Bobby Greenwood
Meets: Royal Oaks 

Country Club
3rd Tuesday

DENVERDENVER
Chairman: Bill Miller
V-Chrmn: TBA
Secretary: Keith Droullard
Treasurer: George Carlstrom
Meets: Wynkoop Brewing Co.

4th Thursday

FORT WORTHFORT WORTH
Chairman: James Robertson
V-Chrmn: TBA
Secretary: TBA
Treasurer: TBA
Meets: Fort Worth Petroleum Club

3rd Thursday

HOUSTONHOUSTON
Chairman: Pat Shannon
V-Chrmn: Jim Norris
Secretary: TBA
Treasurer: Mark Gregg
Meets: Petroleum Club

3rd Thursday

LL AFAFAAYETTEYETTE
Chairman: Ellis Guilbeau
V-Chrmn: Johnny Walker
Secretary/
Treasurer: David Bieber

Meets: Petroleum Club
2nd Wednesday

MIDLMIDL ANDAND
Chairman: Robin Vasicek
V-Chrmn: Tom Gentry
Secretary: George Friesen
Treasurer: TBA
Meets: Midland Country Club

3rd Wednesday

NEW ORLEANSNEW ORLEANS
Chairman: Ken Huffman
V-Chrmn: Paul Perret
Secretary: Jim Zotkiewicz
Treasurer: David Phelps
Meets: Andrea’s Restaurant

3rd Tuesday

OKLOKL AHOMA CITYAHOMA CITY
Chairman: Randy von Netzer
V-Chrmn: James Jackson
Secretary: Mike Pollok
Treasurer: Victor Cooper
Meets: The Petroleum Club

Bank One Bldg., 35th Floor
1st Wednesday

SAN ANTONIOSAN ANTONIO
Chairman: Donna Balin
V-Chrmn: Doug Draves
Secretary/
Treasurer: Joe Finger

Meets: Petroleum Club
3rd Thursday

SIPES CChapter MMeeting IInformation

LAFAYETTE
Chairman David Dupre opened the January 2007 meet-

ing with a plea to enlist new officers. After being coerced
by several older members, three stepped forward and vol-
unteered for the job. The new Lafayette Chapter Officers
are as follows: Chairman Ellis Guilbeau, Vice Chairman
Johnny Walker, and Secretary/Treasurer David Bieber.

Our February meeting was held at the Lafayette
Petroleum Club with William H "Bill" Fenstermaker as our
guest speaker. Bill serves as president and CEO of C.H.
Fenstermaker and Associates, and is the third generation
to continue the family-surveying legacy. The company was
founded in 1950 as a small regional surveying firm and has
grown into a diverse consulting firm that provides envi-
ronmental and engineering consultants not only to the oil
and gas industry, but to other private enterprises and all
levels of government. Bill gave us a great synopsis on the
volume of devastation of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. It
may take ten years to fully recover from the damage. It will
take over $200 billion to replace the infrastructure that was
destroyed by these hurricanes. On a positive note, the

State of Louisiana has a tremendous budget surplus due to
taxes on all of the rebuilding efforts.   

Our March meeting consisted of chapter business dis-
cussions concerning our annual Sporting Clays Shoot and
BBQ Steak Night. We had two very special speakers at our
March meeting. Eric Dew and Richard Ball, both graduate
students at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, gave a
very informative talk on their theses topic, "Regional
Subsurface Investigations of the Lower Wilcox Coal Bed
Methane." Their studies have delineated optimal prospec-
tive coal trends that may lead to future CBM development
in North and Central  Louisiana. I think everyone in the
audience was impressed with these two young men; they
have done a great job and will be a great asset to our indus-
try.

New members joining during the first quarter were:
Arthur L Billingsley, C. Brent Umstead, Steve Sinitiere, and
Travis Helms; they will be a great benefit to our Society.

David BBieber
Secretary
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CORPUS CHRISTI
The first meeting of 2007 for our

chapter was held at the Corpus Christi
Town Club on January 30 at 11:30 a.m.
Our special guest speaker was Bruce
Thomas of Weatherford Wireline
Services.

He is currently the Gulf Coast
Wireline Sales Manager for
Weatherford Wireline Services. Bruce
earned a B.S. degree in petroleum
engineering from the University of
Louisiana, Lafayette, and has over
twenty-two years experience in open
hole, cased hole and logging while
drilling formation evaluation. 

The subject of Mr. Thomas' presenta-
tion was "Memory Logging" in which
he discussed how.open hole logging
tools have historically been conveyed
on wireline or on the end of drill pipe.
Drill pipe conveyed logging is mainly
utilized on highly deviated well bores
when gravity deployed tools have dif-
ficulty getting to the total well depth.
Both methods require logging cables
built with electrical conductors run-
ning through the center of the wire-
line.

A revolutionary set of logging tools
provides formation evaluation with or
without the use of a wireline. These
tools can operate in real time with the
use of an electric line or in memory
mode without the need for a logging
cable. This is accomplished by using
battery power and memory stored
down hole.

Memory logging provides a variety
of conveyance options. Tools can be
carried inside the drill pipe, and then
deployed outside once on bottom.
They can be positioned down hole on
the end of coiled tubing. The tools can
be dropped off by the service compa-
ny and then retrieved once logging is
finished. Through the bit logging is
possible and coring and logging capa-
bilities are available. The flexibility in
conveyance of the memory logging
system provides for greater efficien-
cies, minimizing rig time, and an over-
all reduction in risk associated with
traditional methods of logging.

Advisor, entrepreneur, investor, and
historian Jim Moloney was the speak-
er for our meeting held on February
27. At present he is a partner in Energy
Gas Compression, which rents natural
gas compressors to natural gas pro-
ducers throughout the Gulf Coast and
South Texas area. Previously, Jim
served six years as executive director
of the Coastal Bend Community
Foundation. During his tenure, he
engineered the Foundation's growth
from $14 million to nearly $34 million
in assets, while adding to its reputa-
tion as one of the area's most effective
community resource institutions.
Prior to joining the Foundation in
1998, he served as administrative vice
president and vice president of mate-
rials with Weatherford Compression
and chief financial officer of its prede-
cessors, Gas Compressors
Incorporated and Gemini Engine
Company. 

Before coming to Corpus Christi in
1981, Jim earned a B.S. from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in
New York and an M.A. from the
University of Texas at Dallas. He
began his career working in a number
of financial, accounting and manager-
ial positions for Ingersoll-Rand
Company. It was in Corpus Christi
that Jim began his collection of post-
cards from South Texas, specializing in
ephemera from Aransas, Kenedy,
Kleberg, Nueces and San Patricio
counties. His collection is one of the
largest in the area, with over 4,700 dif-
ferent postcards dating from 1879 to
the present. But Jim does not simply
collect; as a true historian, he studies
the time and place of each scene, so
that he can recount and recreate the
events that led to each picture. His
images recall a different time in our
community. They are part of our
sometimes forgotten past. 

Jim has graciously accepted our
invitation to once again address the
SIPES Corpus Christi Chapter at our
March meeting. His presentations on
local history are always informative
and entertaining.

Ed RRiddle
Secretary/Treasurer

EMERALD - $2,500EMERALD - $2,500

James B. Bennett
Herbert G. Davis

David A. Eyler
Robert C. Leibrock

GOLD - $1,000GOLD - $1,000

A. T. (Toby) Carleton, Jr.
Jack O. Colle

William T. Goff III
David G. Griffin

Stephen A. Sonnenberg
Clifford A. Walker
Robert W. Waring

SILSILVER - $500VER - $500

W. Chris Barnhill
E. Bernard Brauer
Bill D. Broughton
Robert T. Halpin

Jack P. Martin
H. Jack Naumann, Jr.

Ronald E. Neal
M. R. Stipp

Roy C. Walther
William P. Wilbert

James M. Zotkiewicz

Calculations for SIPES Foundation 
donor awards began in 1991.

SIPESSIPES
FoundationFoundation

Donor AwardsDonor Awards

The SIPES Foundation is pleased
to honor the donors below who,
in 2006, have reached the follow-

ing cumulative gift level. 
They will receive plaques at the

2007 Annual Meeting in 
Monterey, California.



HOUSTON
The first luncheon of 2007 was held

on January 3 as a joint meeting, with
the Society of Petroleum Evaluation
Engineers (SPEE) serving as this
year ’s host. SPEE had two guest
speakers, Annette Hugh, discussing
Platt’s transparency and accurate pric-
ing in their crude oil market reports,
and John Ritter. 

Mr. Ritter, serving as SPE’s Oil and
Gas Reserves Committee Chairper-
son, explained the status and upcom-
ing changes to SPE's reserve classifica-
tions. Wine sponsorship was provided
by SIPES members Phil Martin with
New Century Exploration and Mark
Gregg of Kiwi Energy.

Our February luncheon had a sold
out crowd in attendance to see Steve
Blanke with Anadarko discuss the
recent development of the ”Sleeping
Giant” Vernon Field in North
Louisiana. Steve explained how
Vernon Field languished as a small
tight-gas field for two decades until its
potential as a giant was fully realized

just five years ago. This field now con-
tains more than 250 wells and has
proven reserves exceeding 1.8 trillion
cubic feet. Hospitality was provided
by SIPES Members Jeannie Mallick
(Excalibur Consulting) and Duncan
DuBroff. 

Our third luncheon of 2007 was held
on March 15. Art Berman, #3062, was
the guest speaker and his topic was
titled “New Ideas and Their Diffusion:
A Model for Exploration & Production
Companies in the 21st Century” with
application to the Barnett Shale Play.

Art discussed how new ideas get dif-
fused throughout different industries
and that only 5% of people make early
decisions based solely on technical
information. The model historically
predicts that the early innovators,
adopters and early majority repre-
senting 50% of all groups are the ones
that will profit the most on new ideas
and plays. Art also discussed how risk
management teams in oil companies
often don’t work well because a per-
son not involved in the project man-
ages with a pre-determined outcome
in mind. The Barnett Shale analogy

showed that most players now are in
the late majority class and will fail eco-
nomically due to the high cost of play-
ing late in the game. Art illustrated
very well how the Barnett Shale play
follows the diffusion model, those
that get in early - win. Wine sponsor-
ship was provided by Seismic
Ventures.

Activity was abundant at the NAPE
2007 SIPES booth with a number of
potential new members expressing
interest in joining SIPES. Many SIPES
members visited and volunteered at
the booth including SIPES National
President Mike Austin, Houston
Chapter Chairman Pat Shannon,
National Vice President of Natural
Resources Bernie Brauer, National
Director Lee Petersen, Pat McKinney,
Randy Schott, Jim Bennett, Bob Bell,
Marv Smith and Jeannie Mallick.

SIPES HHouston CChapter
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February guest speaker Steve
Blanke.

One of the January guest speakers, Annette
Hugh.

January guest speaker John Ritter.

March speaker Art Berman.

IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM
We regret to note the passing 

of the following members:

George R. Alewyne, Jr., #328
of Shreveport, Louisiana

who died on February 3, 2007

Stephan M. Eisner, #2169
of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
who died on October 13, 2006

William D. Frazell, #831
of Lafayette, Louisiana

who died on March 25, 2007

John L. Ponder, #1137
of Midland, Texas

who died on February 7, 2007

Joseph L. Pritchett, #204
of Lafayette, Louisiana

who died on February 25, 2007

Coy L. Watson, #637
of Midland, Texas

who died on January 3, 2007
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MIDLAND
Our January luncheon speaker, Art

Hobbs, presented a talk entitled "The
Energy Economy: A Local Perspec-
tive." With the recent increases in the
price of crude oil and natural gas, we,
as a nation, have been awakened to
the realization that we are not in con-
trol of our destiny with regards to
energy. But we have also been awak-
ened to the possibility of working to
regain control of our destiny. The
Permian Basin, with it's tremendous
tapped and untapped sustainable and
non-renewable energy resources, can
play a major role in the reshaping of
the energy debate, if we are willing to
make the effort. 

Art Hobbs is vice president at West
Texas National Bank in Midland,
Texas. He has almost ten years of
banking experience in both Midland
and Oklahoma City, and holds an
undergraduate and graduate degree
in history from Angelo State
University and a graduate degree in
business from Texas Tech University.
He is also a board member of West
Texas Energy Technology Initiative.

In February we held our Annual
Spouse's Night at the Midland
Country Club which included dining
and dancing. The following new offi-
cers were installed: Chairman Robin
Vasicek, Vice Chairman Tom Gentry,
and Secretary George Friesen.

In March, the current status of the
federal FutureGen Initiative, the
ongoing efforts to bring the project to

the Permian Basin, and future impli-
cations for the Permian Basin should
the Penwell site be selected were dis-
cussed. The speaker, W. Hoxie Smith,
had a short Powerpoint presentation,
but concentrated a significant amount
of the time to open discussion and
questions from the audience. An
explanation of the recent private equi-
ty buyout of TXU electric and its ram-
ifications were also discussed. An
overall description of the united Texas
effort to bring the project to Texas, as
well as pluses and minuses about how
the Texas sites compare with the
remaining competition in Mattoon
and Tuscola, Illinois were addressed.
The United States has the equivalent
of 250 years of our country's energy
needs tied up in abundant coal

resources. The challenge is to produce
electricity cleanly and efficiently from
several grades of coal. It is critical that
the United States becomes indepen-
dent from foreign sources of energy
imports so that we are not reliant on
sometimes hostile political regimes to
meet our energy needs, needs that are
crucial for our economic well being.

W. Hoxie Smith graduated from
Colorado State University with a B.S.
degree in geology and joined ARCO
Exploration Company in Denver,
Colorado. He received his master's
degree in geology from the University
of Texas of the Permian Basin while
working for Dawson Geophysical
Company in Midland, and serving as
the project manager for a U.S.
Department of Energy project. From
1996, he served full-time as a principal
and vice president of GeoSpectrum,
Inc., a reservoir development compa-
ny based in Midland. Mr. Smith is cur-
rently the director of Midland
College's Petroleum Development
Center providing continuing educa-
tion course work and timely industry-
oriented workshops for oil and gas
professionals.

George FFriesen
Secretary

January guest speaker Art
Hobbs.

March guest speaker W. Hoxie Smith.
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OKLAHOMA CITY
The Oklahoma City Chapter meet-

ings are held on the first Wednesday
of the month from September through
May at the Oklahoma City Petroleum
Club in downtown Oklahoma City. It
has been a great year with the addi-
tion of a number of new members giv-
ing us a total of 92. 

We've missed sending material for
some previous issues of the SIPES
Quarterly, so I'm starting with
September 2006! Our speaker was
Mike Pollok, #2512, owner of MAP
Exploration, Inc. and outgoing
Oklahoma City Chapter Chairman
talking about the Tonkawa Sandstone
in Woods and Alfalfa counties in
Oklahoma and Barber and Harper
counties in Kansas. The SIPES Board
of Directors was in attendance for this
meeting and this talk sparked a lot of
interest! 

In October, Raymond Sorensen
spoke on “First Impressions:
Petroleum Geology at the Dawn of the
North American Oil Industry.”
Raymond has a B.S. degree in geology
from Michigan State University and
an M.S. from the University of Texas;
he has worked for Texaco and
Anadarko. This was a great talk on the
history of the oil business in North
America. 

In November, Pamela Jansma, Ph.D.,
professor and chair, Department of

Geosciences, University of Arkansas
spoke on the “Geological Evolution of
the Caribbean.” Another well received
talk.

In December, we had our annual
Christmas Party at the Sportman's
Country Club that was a very festive
time with all the SIPES members and
their spouses and guests.

January’s meeting started the new
year off with our guest speakers Ken
Braud and Rick Johnsons from
Quantum Drilling Motor and
Directional Services. With all the hori-
zontal and directional drilling in the
industry it was a very well-attended
and informative talk by two great
speakers. 

In February, our guest speaker was
Dan Boyd with the Oklahoma
Geological Survey. He gave a very
stimulating speech on the “The

Ultimate Oil Prospect.” We all went
away from this meeting motivated
and realizing that there is a lot of over-
looked oil yet to be found in
Oklahoma.

In March, our guest speaker was
Martin Dubois who holds a B.S.
degree in geophysics from Kansas
State University and an M.S. in geolo-
gy from the University of Kansas. His
spoke on “Neutral Networks for
Lithofacies Prediction, Hugoton
Geomodel of Kansas and Oklahoma.” 

The Oklahoma City SIPES Chapter
has had a great 2006 and 2007, and we
look forward to not only another pos-
itive year in oil business, but also one
for SIPES.

Randy vvon NNetzer
ChairmanFebruary guest speaker Dan Boyd talking to

members.

March guest speaker Martin Dubois.

AUSTIN
The Austin Chapter had technical

talks in January and March. Our
January topic was “What's Driving
Those Deepwater Gulf of Mexico
Reservoirs? Implications for Develop-
ment Options” by Joe Lach, who is
senior vice president of Knowledge
Reservoir in Houston. 

In March, our technical presentation
was “Enhanced Understanding of
Pore Level Attributes, Effect on Well
Performance and Data Interpretation”
by Chuck Segrest, a geologist and
senior partner of GeoSystems LLP. 

We also scheduled papers promot-
ing awareness of the Central
Texas/Austin area. In February, Austin

Chapter member Pete Rose, #1264,
presented his “Frontier History, Llano
Uplift Region.” This paper covered
the period 1840 to 1885 - the time of
the Central Texas frontier. The article
was originally printed in the Field Trip
Guidebook for the 2002 GCAGS Annual
Meeting and can be obtained from the
Bureau of Economic Geology in
Austin. 

Also, with Pete Rose’s help, we are
working on a geology and wine tast-
ing bus trip to be held in April. The
Texas Hill Country has numerous
wineries, and the area is producing
many quality wines. We plan to visit
the following vineyards: Woodrose
Winery between Blanco and

Fredericksburg; Lost Creek Vineyard
located south of Llano; and
McReynolds Winery between
Johnson City and Marble Falls. 

After attending a SIPES party in
September, Austinite Larry Williams
developed a networking party, held
four times a year that is sponsored by
local service and oil companies. He
named it Petroleum Exploration
Society of Austin, and encourages
geoscientists, landmen and engineers
to attend. Of course, the Austin SIPES
group attends, and these folks are
welcome to attend our monthly meet-
ings. 

J. DDon HHaynes
National Director
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SAN ANTONIO
The Chapter's first quarter of 2007

reflected the varied programs put
together by new Vice Chairman Doug
Draves. In January, our speaker was
Marc Miller. Marc is past district man-
ager of Schlumberger's Laredo office,
and is currently working as a geologist
for Lewis Energy in San Antonio; his
talk was entitled “Electric Log Quality
Control for Geologists/Engineers.”

In February, Gerta Keller, professor
in the Department of Geoscience at
Princeton, summarized her and sever-
al colleagues' research - “Chicxulub
impact predates K - T boundary: New
evidence from Texas.” Multidiscipli-
nary studies, including stratigraphy,
sedimentology, mineralogy and geo-
chemistry of outcrops along the

Brazos River and Cottonmouth Creek,
Falls County, Texas, show that the
boundary (identified by, among other
things, a negative shift in the carbon
13 isotope abundance) occurs 80 cm
above the deposits derived from the
Yucatan event. The underlying inter-
val, commonly thought to be deposit-
ed by the impact-generated tsunami
coincident with the K-T boundary
suggest, as her abstract states, “a series
of temporally-separated storm events
with recolonization of the ocean floor
by invertebrates between storms,
rather than a series of waning tsuna-
mi-generated waves. The Brazos sec-
tions thus provide strong evidence
that the Chicxulub impact predates
the K - T boundary by about 300 kyr.”

In place of the regularly scheduled
March meeting, we ate BBQ on
Honorary Member Stew Chuber's
spread in Schulenburg, Texas - head-
quarters of Stew's Fayette Exploration
Company. It is located roughly
halfway between Houston and San
Antonio. The party was attended by

members from both SIPES Chapters
and friends. The fact that it fell on St.
Paddy's Day was deemed “purely a
coincidence” by Stew's lovely wife,
Annie O'Chuber.

Bill WWilbert
Membership Co-Chairman

Spring Social at Stewart and Anne Chuber’s Schulenburg ranch.

Don McGregor receives a certificate of
appreciation from Chapter Chairman
Donna Balin, for more than twenty years 
of service as membership chair.
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FORT WORTH
Our January luncheon meeting was

cancelled.
In February, Chairman Jamie

Robertson introduced the speaker,
Marion Bone, president of TimeSlice
Technology, Inc. He spoke on “Urban
3D Seismic in the Barnett Shale.” He
has been involved in the Barnett Shale
Play in the Fort Worth Basin since
doing work for Mitchell Energy in the
early 1990s. He opened the talk by
reviewing a few basic advantages of
the 3D seismic method, and exhibited
migrating out-of-plane dipping reflec-
tions so that the subsurface could be
more accurately imaged. He explained
the caution needed at the structural
inflection points and the edges of the
3D data volumes.

The most important portion of his
presentation illuminated the field ori-
entation of the source and receivers
for 3D reliability. The change of oper-
ational designs to correctly image a 3D
volume in complicated surface areas
has been named “Urban 3D.” Marion
showed examples of how to shoot 3D

data when an area contains obstacles
such as residential neighborhoods
and office buildings. He utilized three
different surveys to illustrate how the
layout of sources and receivers could
solve the problems. He showed exam-
ples in the Arkansas Fayetteville Shale
and two areas in the Fort Worth
Barnett Shale. He concluded with two

problems that must always be
addressed: permitting and weather.
The questions after the talk showed
the concerns of companies operating
in the city of Fort Worth.

At our March meeting Chairman
Jamie Robertson welcomed guests
and announced that information
about the April and May meetings
was posted on the Fort Worth SIPES
website (www.fwsipes.org). He then
introduced the speaker, Dave Koger,
of Koger Remote Sensing. Dave's topic
was “The Eyes Have It: Finding and
Using Airphotos, Satellite Data, Lease
and Topo Maps to Solve Your Field-
Related Problems.”

Dave has been involved with the
use of satellite data for exploration
since 1979. He opened the talk with a
brief review of how satellite data are
used to tie other information together,
to prospect, and to fill in the gaps of
other information on hand. Examples
of an aerial photo merged with a topo
map were shown. He then discussed
how topographic maps (which are
often decades out of date, but are also
free), airphotos (also free mostly, but
often 8-12 years old), and finally satel-
lite data were used together to create
an up-to-date, accurate, context-rich
map of the area of interest. Examples
from Google Earth (and the program’s
limitations) were shown. 

Highly detailed topographic data
are being collected nationwide and
are available for all of Texas now. This
information was used to create a more
accurate reservoir map of the
Wattenberg Field in Colorado. In an
example from overseas, a client was
working with WWII vintage maps -
the only ones available in the area.
Landsat Thematic Mapper was used
to perform a photogeology study (to
highlight areas of exploration inter-
est), then merged with more detailed
satellite data to yield 1:12,000 scale (1”
- 1000’) maps. These up-to-date maps
were used to plan seismic and field
operations (and can be used later to
document surface/environmental
damages, route a pipeline or defend a
lawsuit). Finally, a recently completed
photogeology study of the entire state
of Nebraska was shown. 

SIPES FFort WWorth CChapter
Chapter Chairman Jamie Robertson (left)
and February guest speaker Marion Bone.

March speaker Dave Koger.

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDATES

A new SIPES Membership Directory CD will be published this fall.
If you want to include a new photo, or if your contact information, 
area of expertise, geographic areas of practice, or consulting status

has changed, now is the time to update this information. 
Please send or email your directory changes to the SIPES office by

September 10,  2007September 10,  2007 . 

Spiral-bbound  directories  will  be  available  for  purchase  at  $40  each
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DENVER
The Denver Chapter of SIPES holds

their monthly luncheon meetings at
the Wynkoop Brewery in lower
downtown Denver, located just blocks
from Coors Field and the home of the
Colorado Rockies. Unfortunately,
both spring and Rockies baseball were
off to a slow start in Denver, but the
SIPES Denver Chapter luncheon
meetings started strong in 2007.

The speaker for the January lun-
cheon was Don Stone of Sherwood
Exploration Company in Littleton,
Colorado. Don Stone gave a presenta-
tion on the Salt Creek Field in Natrona
County, Wyoming, and he showed
some fascinating comparisons
between his earlier subsurface geolog-
ic structural interpretation of the field
and 3D seismic data acquired later
over the field. Don is well known and
respected throughout the Rocky
Mountain region as an independent
geologist specializing in the seismic
interpretation of complex structure.
Don formed Sherwood Exploration in
1972 to pursue exploration projects in
the Rocky Mountain area, and became
an independent geologist and consul-
tant in 1986. His emphasis over the
last 30 years has been on the interpre-
tation of foreland structure.

In February, Bill Miller presented to
the chapter luncheon meeting a talk
titled "The Application of 2D and 3D
Seismic Data in the Exploration for
Cherokee Channels-Tombstone Gap
Field, Ness County, Kansas."

The discovery and development of
Tombstone Gap Field in Ness County,
Kansas is a classic example of the evo-
lution of a prospect from the original

subsurface lead to the shooting of 2D
seismic data followed by 3D seismic
data. It also provides a comparison of
the effectiveness of 2D versus 3D seis-
mic data in imaging Cherokee sand-
stones deposited in channels incised
into the underlying Mississippian car-
bonates and in determining geologic
structure. The original prospect well
was drilled solely on the basis of sub-
surface data and did encounter almost
80 gross feet of the target Cherokee
sandstones. The reservoir was wet,
however, and the initial well was com-
pleted dry and abandoned.
Approximately 6.0 miles of 2D seismic
data was then acquired to further
delineate the prospect and subse-
quently led to the drilling of the suc-
cessful discovery well. A 4.0 square
mile 3D seismic survey was acquired
after the discovery and guided the
development drilling of the field. In
order to further define the extents of
the field, an additional 2.0 square mile
3D seismic survey was later acquired
and merged in data processing into
the original 3D survey. The presenta-
tion showed how the interpretation of
the geometry of the Cherokee channel
system evolved as additional seismic
data was acquired.

Bill Miller graduated from the
Colorado School of Mines in 1978 with
a degree in geophysical engineering.
Upon graduation he accepted a job
with D'Appolonia Consulting
Engineers in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
and worked primarily on civil engi-
neering projects and site investiga-
tions. He entered the oil business in
1982 going to work for Texas Oil & Gas

in Wichita, Kansas and later in the
Denver office. He continued his career
in the oil business in Denver with
Pacific Enterprises and General
Atlantic Resources before starting his
own consulting business in 1992. He
worked briefly as chief geophysicist
for Canyon Energy in the mid-1990s
before returning full time to his con-
sulting business. Bill has worked
Kansas extensively since 1982 special-
izing in 3D seismic interpretations,
and is also active in numerous basins
throughout the Mid-Continent and
Rockies.

Our guest speaker for the March
luncheon was Ernie Morrison of Mull
Drilling in Wichita, Kansas who spoke
on the Sand Arroyo Creek Field in
Stanton County, Kansas. Ernie for-
merly worked for the Kansas Geologic
Survey before joining Mull Drilling,
and he presented the results of the
work he did on Sand Arroyo Creek
Field while at the survey. The Sand
Arroyo Creek Field is located in the
Hugoton Embayment on the western
edge of the giant Hugoton Gas Field.
Production from the Sand Arroyo
Creek Field is from a series of oolitic
shoals that have developed on a sub-
tle subsurface structure. A combina-
tion of subsurface geology and 3-D
seismic resulted in the drilling of the
discovery well which extended a
westward trend of St. Louis produc-
tion that was established in 1989 in the
nearby Big Bow Field in Stanton
County.

Bill MMiller
Chairman

Chapter  News  Continued

Don Stone gives a talk on Salt Creek Field
in Natrona County, Wyoming at the January
luncheon meeting of the Denver Chapter.

The Sand Arroyo Creek field in Stanton
County, Kansas was the topic of Ernie
Morrison's talk at the March meeting.

New SIPES member Connie Knight receives
her stamp and certificate at the January
meeting from Chapter Membership
Chairman Bill Goff (left) as Chapter
Chairman Bill Miller looks on.
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Many thanks to the members listed below 
for their continuing support of our society

PPromotor  –  $2500romotor  –  $2500
Charles Weiner — Houston, TX

Oil  F inder  –  $1000Oi l  F inder  –  $1000
Michael N. Austin — Broomfield, CO
Robert B. Ferguson — Lake Forest, CA
Lucius C. Geer — Houston, TX
Scott G. Heape — Addison, TX
Alan K. Jasper — Tyler, TX
George S. Johnson — Amarillo, TX
John E. Scherer — Midland, TX

Dri l ler  –  $600Dr i l le r  –  $600
Wilbur C. Bradley — Wichita, KS
William C. Burkett — Midland, TX
Marshall C. Crouch III — Denver, CO
Arlen L. Edgar — Midland, TX
Earl E. Gaertner — Durango, CO
Donald C. Gifford — Dallas, TX
Patrick J. F. Gratton — Dallas, TX
A. T. Green, Jr. — Metairie, LA
Robert D. Gunn — Wichita Falls, TX
Frank W. Harrison, Jr. — Lafayette, LA
Kenneth J. Huffman — Mandeville, LA
Robert H. Marshall — Midland, TX
Lloyd K. Parrish, Jr. — Wichita, KS
A. Scott Ritchie — Wichita, KS
Paul M. Strunk — Corpus Christi, TX
Gene Van Dyke — Houston, TX
Clifford A. Walker — Dallas, TX

PProspector  –  $300rospector  –  $300
Victor H. Abadie III — Montara, CA
Avinash C. Ahuja — Corpus Christi, TX
Rajan Ahuja — Corpus Christi, TX
Thornton E. Anderson — Wichita, KS
James K. Applegate — Denver, CO
James B. Bennett — Houston, TX
Raymond N. Blackhall — Spring, TX
Paul W. Britt — Sugar Land, TX
Warren W. Brooks — Grass Valley, CA
Johnnie B. Brown — Midland, TX
Leonard E. Bryans — Dallas, TX
Arthur N. Budge — Dallas, TX
Lanny O. Butner — Wichita, KS
Brian S. Calhoun — Corpus Christi, TX
A. T. Carleton, Jr. — Midland, TX
James S. Classen — Boise, ID
Rex D. Coppedge — Fairview, TX
Robert D. Cowdery — Wichita, KS
Michael G. Cruson — Golden, CO
Edward K. David — Roswell, NM
Lawrence H. Davis — Oklahoma City, OK
Marlan W. Downey — Dallas, TX
Duncan D. Dubroff — Houston, TX
Ralph C. Duchin — Tucson, AZ
James P. Evans III — Franklin, LA
David A. Eyler — Midland, TX
Paul R. Fenemore — Irving, TX
William R. Finley — Lafayette, LA
Thomas E. Gentry — Midland, TX
William T. Goff III — Littleton, CO
Mark E. Gregg — Houston, TX
David G. Griffin — Midland, TX
Edward W. Heath — Durango, CO
Donald R. Hembre — Littleton, CO
James H. Henderson — Dallas, TX

Terry L. Hollrah — Oklahoma City, OK
Leonard E. Jordan — Shreveport, LA
Ralph O. Kehle — Durango, CO
Robert C. Leibrock — Midland, TX
Peter MacKenzie — Worthington, OH
Marcus D. Maddox — Midland, TX
Roger L. Martin — Wichita, KS
J. Phil Martin, Jr. — Houston, TX
Christophe G. Mazzini — Dallas, TX
Douglas H. McGinness II — Wichita, KS
Patrick H. McKinney — Houston, TX
Wilbur E. McMurtry — Oklahoma City, OK
Gerard J. Medina — Norman, OK
Marvin A. Munchrath — Lafayette, LA
Robert G. Murphy — Mandeville, LA
H. Jack Naumann, Jr. — Midland, TX
Mark E. O’Koren — The Woodlands, TX
Fred L. Oliver — Dallas, TX
Robert B. Owen — Durango, CO
Arthur J. Pansze, Jr. — Arvada, CO
M. Davis Payne — Midland, TX
Hugh C. Pendery — Dallas, TX
Lee M. Petersen — Weatherford, TX
Jeanne S. F. Phelps — New Orleans, LA
Michael A. Pollok — Purcell, OK
Harry Ptasynski — Casper, WY
John M. Rakowski — Florissant, CO
Julius M. Ridgway — Jackson, MS
Deborah K. Sacrey — Houston, TX
Charles D. Schmidt — Valley Center, KS
C. Randall Schott — Houston, TX
Jonathan B. Selby — Austin, TX
George D. Severson — New Orleans, LA
Robert C. Shoup — Houston, TX
Daniel L Smith — Houston, TX
Joe H Smith — San Antonio, TX
William M. Smith — Oklahoma City, OK
John F. Sulik — Corpus Christi, TX
Earl R. Swett — Galveston, TX
C. Al Taylor, Jr. — Reston, VA
William D. Trumbly — Norman, OK
C. G. Tyner — Houston, TX
Michael R. Vasicek — Midland, TX
G. Clint Wainwright, Jr. — Houston, TX
H. Vaughan Watkins, Jr. — Madison, MS
Jerry W. Watkins — Dallas, TX
Larry R. Wollschlager — Midland, TX
Robert M. Wynne, Jr. — Midland, TX
James M. Zotkiewicz — Metairie, LA

Investor  –  $100Investor  –  $100
John T. Abney — Tulsa, OK
Donald I. Andrews — Metairie, LA
Michael P. Arden — Navasota, TX
William C. Bahlburg — Plano, TX
David K. Becker — Corpus Christi, TX
Louis C. Bortz — Denver, CO
Foy W. Boyd, Jr. — Midland, TX
Robert A. Cooksey — Richardson, TX
Ralph J. Daigle — Houston, TX
Ross M. Davis — Houston, TX
Robert D. Dougherty — Great Bend, KS
M. R. Douglass — Destrehan, LA
Robert M. Grace — Midland, TX
Peter G. Gray — Lafayette, LA
Paul E. Habermas — Houston, TX

Andrew W. Hampf — Houston, TX
Harold W. Hanke — Oklahoma City, OK
Charles J. Hoke — El Dorado, AR
Owen R. Hopkins — Corpus Christi, TX
Wesley W. Lilley — Centennial, CO
Robert W. Luker — Corpus Christi, TX
Jack P. Martin — Lafayette, LA
Eric L. Michaelson — Midland, TX
Robert J. Moffatt, Jr. — Shreveport, LA
James F. O’Connell — Amarillo, TX
Elwin M. Peacock — Houston, TX
Paul C. Perret — New Orleans, LA
Edward B. Picou, Jr. — New Orleans, LA
David M. Pulling — Norman, OK
John W. Raine III — Lafayette, LA
Daniel M. Reynolds — Wichita, KS
Stephen D. Reynolds — Denver, CO
W. Mark Rush — Houston, TX
Wayland C. Savre — Houston, TX
Roy G. Sharrock — Dallas, TX
Rudolf B. Siegert — Slidell, LA
John D. Sistrunk, Jr. — Dallas, TX
Stephen A. Sonnenberg — Golden, CO
Marion E. Spitler — Carrollton, TX
Lawrence W. Staub — Richardson, TX
Raymond W. Stephens, Jr. — Covington, LA
M. R. Stipp — Midland, TX
Charles J. Swize — Pattison, TX
John von Netzer — Oklahoma City, OK
John V. Walter — Dallas, TX
Roy C. Walther — New Orleans, LA
Roger D. Wilkinson — Edmond, OK
John C. Worley — Rockport, TX

Scout  –  $50Scout  –  $50
H. Sherman Anderson — Dallas, TX
Norman K. Barker — Midland, TX
Orville R. Berg — Shreveport, LA
Richard C. Blackwell — Midland, TX
E. Bernard Brauer — Corpus Christi, TX
Herbert L. Brewer — Dallas, TX
Anthony S. Carollo, Jr. — Metairie, LA
Hardtner L. Coon — Houston, TX
Hugh W. Curfman — Lafayette, LA
Rebecca L. Dodge — Carrollton, GA
Bruce W. Fields — Corpus Christi, TX
William J. Furlong — New Orleans, LA
Monty J. Gist — Midland, TX
David R. Grogan — Woodbine, MD
John C. Grunau — Shreveport, LA
James M. Hancock, Jr. — Stafford, TX
Floyd E. Heard — Midland, TX
Lee Higgins — Dallas, TX
Charles R. Jones — Midland, TX
John E. Kimberly — Midland, TX
John D. Kullman — Midland, TX
Nina C. Lian — Houston, TX
Steven R. Lockwood — Austin, TX
Jeannie F. Mallick — Houston, TX
Michael S. Morris — Azle, TX
William D. Neville — The Woodlands, TX
Matthew J. Parsley — Midland, TX
Walter I. Phillips — Wichita, KS
Richard W. Thompson, Jr. — Plano, TX
Rosilee Winn — Santa Fe, NM
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or gratifying than to observe the good such projects bring
to mankind.

Now Sheep Mountain has established its decline, and
the remaining reserves show us to be close to our original
volumetric estimates of 1.5 TCF. It's time to start seeking
additional supplies and applications with the new 2007 oil
prices. It is also timely to reveal some interesting aspects of
CO2 and reserve estimates for those who might want to
explore for this mineral resource, and study some of the
past work that would be of interest in the exploration,
development and transportation of carbon dioxide. There
may exist sufficient reserves in the other developed CO2
supply areas to defer this exploration effort for a time.
However, I doubt if all the applicable oil reservoirs have
been considered for CO2 enhanced recovery method
application.

BacBackkggrroundound
I started studying CO2 flooding in the late ‘50s and early

‘60s when oil prices were about $2.50 per barrel in Eastern
Kansas where I was an engineer for Phillips Petroleum
Company. These projects were almost always deemed
"technical successes" but "economic failures." Atlantic
Refining developed high-pressure gas-miscible flooding
in the Block 31 which became a hallmark of improved
recovery. There was some success with the beginnings of
propane slug, followed by natural gas, followed by water.

I went to work for ARCO in 1967, and one of the first WAG
cycle projects was on the ARCO H. T. Boyd Lease in the
Levelland Field. Some projects, mostly in the Mid-
Continent, were not successful due to poor well integrity,
where cable-tool drilled wells were cemented with a dab
of cement and some burlap bags for the production casing.

The Suez crisis of 1967 really shook things up. Market
demand factors were rising and water flood activities were
the accepted beginnings of increasing production. Other
methods including infill drilling, and well stimulation,
accompanied long gas lines and increasing crude prices. It
was apparent that the massive reserves in West Texas and
New Mexico were targets for enhanced recovery, and CO2
was the apparent low-cost method to do this. The research
from all companies pointed to this as a viable method, if
we could find the CO2.

ARCO focused on an accumulation in South Central
Colorado discovered originally by Ashland, and the com-
pany began leasing the area. After a few wells were drilled
and tested, including some multiple directional tests,
Sheep Mountain and Dike Mountain Units were formed,
in the early ‘70s. This effort was heavily endorsed and
pushed by the Western Region V.P. Mr. James L. Wilson,
one of ARCO's visionary Aggies. In fact, everyone in the
upper management of ARCO Oil and Gas all were Aggies!
My position at the time was on the reservoir engineering

(Continued)

Sheep  Mountain  Continued
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staff in Dallas. I had moved there from Midland, and the
Denver City area, where the Willard Unit CO2 Pilot had
been initiated, and was successfully in operation.

I renewed my interest in the completion, production
equipment specification, and needs that would apply to
the Sheep Mountain Unit. With USGS Quad maps I rout-
ed what I thought would be the likely path for the 420-
mile pipeline as far south as the Seminole Field in West
Texas, just south of Denver City, as shown on the prior
page. After a terrible accident occurred in the pilot well
near Denver City, things were put on hold for review and
I was transferred to Bakersfield, California as San Joaquin
Area Engineer.

I returned to Dallas a little over a year later in the Steam
Enhanced Recovery Capital, more educated in the West
Coast methods, and was placed in the production engi-
neering staff. I was asked to continue my Sheep Mountain
studies among other duties. The final result was SPE 7796
"Sheep Mountain CO2 Production Facilities - A Conceptual
Design." This was published in the Journal of Petroleum
Technology in November 1979, and The Oil & Gas Journal on
December 17, 1979. The paper was used, I'm sure, to con-
vince the ARCO Board to provide monies for the "defini-
tion design phase," and used to select one of five contrac-
tor companies to do the definition design phase. The con-
tract was awarded to CE Crest of Tulsa. The preliminary
facility cost estimates were developed from the company's
work. Final design and construction were handled by

Ford, Bacon & Davis of Richardson, Texas. This paper was
again used to explain the project to Exxon, which signed
on for half interest to provide the facility and pipeline
funds. The paper was published in 1979; the field was in
operation and producing by 1983. The Exxon attendees at
the presentation had previewed the paper and were ready
to sign, I think before the meeting started, but quietly suf-
fered through the presentation with few questions, and a
field trip to Dallas.

Sheep Mountain has now produced for 25 years and has
an established decline as given in the production history
and projection shown below.

During the early exploration phase for CO2, the ARCO
geological staff was searching for prospects. I was request-
ed to develop a method for the geological staff to deter-
mine CO2 reserves. The "Seven Step Volumetric
Calculation for Estimating CO2 Reserves" (see following
page) was developed to assist secretive research geologists
and just prospect geologists in finding other sources. I
later found that they couldn't understand why the huge
areal dome in Southwestern Utah containing CO2 couldn't
contain the comparable volumes per rock volume as Sheep
Mountain. I learned later where the prospect was and
wondered if God hadn't removed the water from over a
mile of sediments into the Grand Canyon thus lowering
the hydraulic pressure in the dome. I don't know of any
production near the Grand Canyon, but there have been 

(Continued)
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Sheep  Mountain  Continued



Sheep  Mountain  Continued

directional wells drilled from the south rim to enter the
canyon near the river to provide a path to pump fresh
water to the higher surface.

The data that is required to provide a practical volumet-
ric calculation to determine CO2 reserves in place, and to
estimate recoverable reserves in high CO2 content reser-
voirs, is as follows:

Reservoir Area — A — Acres
Net Pay — h — feet
Porosity — Ø — fraction
Water Saturation — Sw — fraction
Reservoir Temperature — °F
Reservoir Pressure - Pi - Psia
Gas Composition — Mol %

Step 1.  Determine Reservoir Volume - Ac-ft.
Reservoir Volume is defined as the available gas phase

space in the reservoir as follows: Vr = A h Ø (1-Sw)
where
A = Acres
h = pay thickness, ft.
Ø = porosity, fraction
Sw = Water saturation, fraction
Vr = Reservoir Vol. - Ac-ft.

Step 2. Determine MMSCF Gas/Ac-ft. using Figure 1
for pure CO2 gas analysis, Figure 2 for 91.48 mol % CO2,
8.52 mol % methane. Use straight line interpolation for
mixtures between 91.48 and 100 mol % CO2 (see example).

Step 3.  Determine CO2 gas in place.
Ri(CO2) = (Vr)(MMSCF/Ac-ft.)(Mol % CO2/100)

Step 4.  Estimate Reservoir Abandonment Pressure:
Pabd = 0.44 Pi

Step 5. Determine MMSCF/Ac-ft. remaining in the
reservoir at abandonment. Use the same procedure as
explained in Step 2 above.

Step 6. Determine CO2 remaining in the reservoir at
abandonment.

Rabd(CO2 = Vr (MMSCF/Ac-ft.)(Mol % CO2/100)

Step 7.  Determine Recoverable Reserves of CO2
Rr(CO2) = Ri - Rabd

(Continued)
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Seven Step Figure 1.

Seven Step Figure 2.
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My research revealed a paper concerning CO2 in the
atmosphere. In that paper, the comment was made that all
the CO2 in the atmosphere at any one time could react
with the upper 1/4 inch of the ocean's surface. This is
"Food for Thought" on the amount of CO2 that was around
when all that limestone was deposited. Obviously we
aren't getting enough rain to wash out the CO2, and new
plant growth needs the CO2, so "where's the beef?"

Jimmie J. (Jim) Renfro, is an independent consulting
petroleum engineer specializing in reservoir engineering,
operation and production management.

Figures on Page 22 were previously printed by SPE in paper
number 7796.

Sheep  Mountain  Continued

D o n ’ t  MM i s s  tt h e  SS I P E S  CC o n v e n t i o nD o n ’ t  MM i s s  tt h e  SS I P E S  CC o n v e n t i o n
Monterey ,  Cal i forniaMonterey ,  Cal i fornia

JUNE 18-21 ,  2007JUNE 18-21 ,  2007

Come to the SIPES 44th Annual Meeting and
Convention in Monterey, California from June 18-21,
2007. If you missed early registration, you can still
attend! 

The SIPES Office has several hotel alternatives for
you, the airfares are reasonable, the technical ses-
sions and field trips are great, and there is still room
on most of the other activities and tours. Study the
list below and register by mail, by telephone with
the SIPES office (214-363-1780) or online at
www.sipes.org 

MONDAY — June 18, 2007

Steinbeck Country Tour 
2:00 -5:00 p.m. 

$90per person

TUESDAY — June 19, 2007

Monterey Bay Whale Watching
9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
$90per person

Monterey Heritage Tour
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon
$90 per person

Carmel and The Artists:
A Walking Tour
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
$60 per person

Awards Banquet & Dance
6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
$75.00 per person

WEDNESDAY — June 20, 2007

Spanish Bay Dunes Walk &
The Architecture of Julia Morgan
9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
$60 per person

Point Lobos Field Trip 
with Box Lunch
12:00 noon - 5:00 p.m.
$140 per person

THURSDAY — June 21, 2007

San Andreas Fault, San Juan Bautista
Mission and Winery Tour with Picnic Lunch
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
$100 per person

**IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO REGISTER**
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SIPES 2007SIPES 2007
ConventionConvention

RRevised Tevised Technical echnical 
ProgramProgram

Tuesday, June 19Tuesday, June 19

Welcome & Introduction
Brian Calhoun, #1586

The Curious Case of Seagull vs. Eland
David Lauritzen — 
Cotton, Bledsoe, Tighe & Dawson

Hostetter, Wishbone and Spaulding Fields,
McMullen County, Texas: New Gas
Production in a Mature Area, found with
“Second Hand” Proprietary 3-D Seismic

Bruce Gates — U.S. Enercorp, Ltd.

Complex Structures and Selected Producing
Fields of the Criner Hills Uplift — Ardmore
Basin — Arbuckle Mountains Region, South
Central Oklahoma

Dave Read, #3070 — Independent Consultant

Tax Deferred Exchanges
for Oil & Gas Properties

William Bennett

The Tonkawa Sandstone in Woods and
Alfalfa Counties in Oklahoma; and Barber 
and Harper Counties in Kansas. An Unusual
Regional Perspective on Trap Parameters

Michael A. Pollok, #2512 — MAP Exploration, Inc.

The Application of 2D and 3D Seismic Data in
the Exploration for Cherokee Channels -
Tombstone Gap Field, Ness County, Kansas

William Miller, #2736 — 
Miller Consulting Services

Trends in the Upstream Capital Marketplace
Scott Lamoreaux — DZ Bank

Wednesday, June 20Wednesday, June 20

Peering through the near term price 
volatility . . . how long will this energy 
cycle last?

David Pursell — Pickering Energy Partners

MEOR Improves Recovery
Brian Marcotte — Titan Oil Recovery

3-D Seismic Prospecting on the Gulf Coast
Phil Martin, #2390 — 
New Century Exploration, Inc.

Oil and Gas Operations in Environmentally
Sensitive Areas Can be a Success

Ed O’Donnell — Venoco, Inc.

Exploration and Reservoir Implications of
Paleogene Submarine Canyon Fill — Point
Lobos State Reserve, California

Edward Clifton — Geologist

Point Lobos Field Trip
12:00 noon - 5:00 p.m.
Cost: $140.00 per person

Thursday, June 21Thursday, June 21

San Andreas Fault and San Juan Bautista
Mission Field Trip

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Cost: $100.00 per person

Speakers and topics are subject to change

MontereyMonterey
20072007



There are a number of terms in petroleum
geoscience and engineering that either are
misunderstood or used incorrectly; isochore and isopach
are two of these terms. Just what is the difference in the
meaning of these terms? What are the problems created by
misusing the terms? These are good questions!!! These two
terms are often used synonymously in the petroleum
industry as measures of thickness, but they are indeed dif-
ferent. 

Isochore delineates a measurement of the true vertical
thickness (TVT) of a stratigraphic or geological interval,
whereas isopach delineates the true stratigraphic thick-
ness (TST) of a stratigraphic or geological interval. These
two terms are often confused with respect to their geolog-
ic meaning. One of the most critical areas where the mis-
use of these terms can cause serious errors is in the esti-
mation or calculation of resources or reserves. Therefore, it
is vital for both exploration and development activities
that the correct meaning be understood and, more impor-
tant, the correct application of these two thicknesses con-
ducted.

An isochored or isopached unit may be as small as an
individual reservoir or sand only a few feet thick, or as
large as several thousand feet thick and encompassing a
number of stratigraphic units. An isopach map is extreme-
ly useful in determining the stratigraphic framework or
the structural relationship responsible for a given type of
sedimentation. The shape of a basin, the position of the
shoreline, areas of uplift, and under some circumstances
the amount of vertical uplift and erosion, can be recog-
nized by mapping the variations in thickness of a given
stratigraphic interval.

Isochore and isopach maps are used for a number of pur-
poses by the petroleum geologist, including (1) deposi-
tional environment studies, (2) genetic sand studies, (3)
growth history analyses, (4) depositional fairway studies,
(5) derivative mapping, (6) the history of fault movement,
and (7) the estimation or calculation of resource or reserves
hydrocarbon volumes.

Since a structure map is generated as the projection of a
curved, three-dimensional surface, below the ground, the
determination of volumetrics therefore requires the use of
a thickness that corresponds, when multiplied by the
reservoir area, to the hydrocarbon volume. That thickness
is equal to True Vertical Thickness which is the thickness
used in an isochore map and NOT equal to True
Stratigraphic Thickness as defined by an isopach map.
With the use of vertical wells, an isopach map, using true

(Continued)
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IsocIsochorhore Ve Verersus Isopacsus Isopachh

by Daniel J. Tearpock, #3015
Houston, Texas

Note: Articles by Jack Naumann, Jr., #2420, on the RRC Public
GIS Map Viewer were printed in the SIPES Quarterly in August
and November 2006. The following additional information is 
provided by Robert Aleman in the RRC's Information
Technologies/GIS Division.

I would like to let you know that the RRC has added
some new features to the GIS Map Viewer.

1)  Latitude/Longitude display can now accept coordi-
nates.

2)  Places - The GNIS (Geographic Names Information
System) from USGS has been added as a search option.
This database includes populated places, schools, ceme-
teries, churches, hospitals, buildings, parks, lakes, and
any other text label that you would find on a USGS map.

3)  Expanded the size of the map images from 500x500
to 600x600.

4)  Lat/Long coordinate precision has been extended to
five decimal places.

5)  Radius, Lat/Long, and Places graphics can be turned
off or on in Display Section with User Graphics check-
box.

6)   The last 5 Lat/Long displays and Places(GNIS) dis-
plays are saved .

7)   Contact phone number has been added to Pipelines
Identify results.

8)  The scale dependency of the Wells location layer has
been increased to a 10-mile view.

9)  USGS 7.5 minute Quad border layer with quad
names has been added.

10)  A "Whereami" tool has been added to the tools
menu. Quad, City, County, Survey, Bay, Coordinate, and
Offshore information will be returned when clicking on
a spot on the map.

11)  The tools menu will no longer default to "Zoom In"
or any other tool; the user must select a tool.

     

In answer to a question about available logs being
shown in “micro” size,” the scanned logs are actually
full size, but it is dependent on your software or brows-
er plug-in to display them at the proper size.

One that has worked very well is called "AlternaTiff."
You can see more information on it at this link:
http://gis2.rrc.state.tx.us/public/help/GIS_faqs.html#log
NotOpening

On another topic, you can also access other imaged
documents for wells in District 10, by identifying the
well, the selecting "Operator/-Wellbore/PDQ" from the
window, then selecting "Oil/Gas Imaged Records."
District 9 is currently being imaged, and as soon it is
finished, it will also be available.

Addi t iona l  In fo rmat ion  on  the  Addi t iona l  In fo rmat ion  on  the  
Texas  Ra i l road Commiss ion ’ s  Texas  Ra i l road Commiss ion ’ s  

Pub l i c  GIS  Map V iewerPub l i c  GIS  Map V iewer



Technology  Corner  Continued
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stratigraphic thickness, will almost always underestimate
the potential resources or reserves. The calculation can
become more complex when dealing with directionally
drilled wells in dipping beds. However, this subject is
beyond the scope of this article. The key point of this short,
but important, article is that isochore maps and not
isopach maps are required for the volumetric calculation
or estimation of resources or reserves. For further infor-
mation on this subject, please refer to 1) Applied

Subsurface Geological Mapping by Tearpock and Bischke
(2003) and 2) Quick Look Techniques for Prospect
Evaluation by Tearpock, Bischke and Brewton (1994).

Figure No. 1a depicts a subsurface structure and a corre-
sponding isochore map generated from the TVT of the
interval determined at different locations on the structure.
Figure No. 1b depicts the same subsurface structure and
its corresponding isopach map generated from the TST of
the interval determined at difference locations on the
structure. Note the difference in the two contoured maps.

Figure 11b. IIsopach MMap. A map that shows the varying true thick-
ness of a designated Stratigraphic unit or group of units by means
of contours by measuring True Stratigraphic Thickness normal to the 
bedding or other bounding surface at regular intervals.

  

Figure 11a. IIsochore MMap. A map that shows the varying interval
thickness of a designated Stratigraphic unit or group of units by
means of contours by measuring the True Vertical Thickness of the
unit or units prepared directly from two structure-contour maps by
subtracting the elevations. (Net Sand/Net Pay are special cases of
isochore maps).

Note from Technology Committee
Chairman Paul Britt:

From the American Geological
Institute (AGI) Online Glossary of
Geology, 

isochore (i'-so-chore) A line drawn
on a map through points of equal
drilled thickness for a specified sub-
surface unit. Thickness figures are
uncorrected for dip in vertical wells,
and corrected for hole angle, but not
for dip, in deviated wells. 

isochore map (a) A map showing
drilled thickness of a given strati-
graphic unit by means of isochores. ...
It is used for making calculations of
reservoir volume (Levorsen, 1967,
p.616). 

isopach (i'-so-pach) A line drawn on
a map through points of equal true
thickness of a designated stratigraph-
ic unit or group of stratigraphic units 

isopach map A map that shows the
thickness of a bed, formation, sill, or
other tabular body throughout a geo-
graphic area by means of isopachs at
regular intervals. Syn: thickness map.
Nonrecommended syn: isopachous
map. 

SIPES is a member society of the
American Geological Institute, a non-
profit federation of 44 geoscientific
and professional associations repre-
senting more than 100,000 geologists,
geophysicists, and other earth scien-
tists.

The Glossary of Geology is now avail-
able online on an annual access fee
basis, and  on  a  30-dday  free  trial, through
the AGI website, www.agiweb.org. The
Glossary of Geology is widely recog-
nized as the primary source for termi-
nology in the field of the geosciences.
The online Glossary provides access
to the more than 39,000 glossary
entries (13,000 updated entries) con-
tained in the Fifth Edition of the print
Glossary. More than 1100 changes,
deletions and additions have been
made to the online version since the
publication of the print edition - mak-
ing the online Glossary even more up-
to-date.



listed. If you want to be added to the current list or
if you can use a copy of the list, contact the SIPES
office in Dallas. Thanks to Lanny Butner and the
rest of the board for pursuing and implementing
this idea.

The Carlsbad Caverns Walking Guide was the
second national parks' publication totally under-
written by the SIPES Foundation, following the
“Listening to the Rocks - Young Person's Guide to
the Permian Reef Trail.” Members and chapters
have donated nearly $11,000 to the publication
costs of the Carlsbad book. Both of these projects are self
sustaining. The contributions from SIPES Foundation pay
for the initial printing. Sales of the guidebooks should
cover the reprinting costs. This has been a great way for
the Foundation to further the public interest in earth sci-
ences. A special thanks to Woody Leel who brought these
opportunities to the board and helped get them complet-
ed.

A final emerging idea was envisioned by former SIPES
Foundation President Mike Pollok. Mike thought a compi-

lation of personal stories by SIPES members on
how they became independent could be used to
promote SIPES membership. The book will be used
as a tool to explain what SIPES is all about as well
as describing potential mentors for up and coming
independents. A spiral bound version could be dis-
tributed at NAPE or other events. If you would like
to tell your story, please submit a one to two page
biography to the SIPES office in Dallas.

On a final note, I want to recognize the behind
the scenes help that is often overlooked. I know

that Allison Eyler took care of the Eyler clan for many
nights while David was traveling as SIPES President. I'm
sure that many spouses of past presidents or board mem-
bers did the same. So, I wish to thank my wife, Jamie, for
covering all the home issues while I was traveling on
SIPES business during the past year. I also owe a debt of
gratitude to Allison and all the past presidents' and board
members' spouses. Thanks to all of you for your unseen
service to this great organization. 

Mike AAustin
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President’s  Column  Continued

Michael N. Austin

William T. Goff III, #2068, has been
elected to the position of Rocky
Mountain Section Counselor for
AAPG's Division of Professional
Affairs. Bill is a past president of
SIPES, and currently serves the
Denver Chapter as membership chair.

A. T. Green, Jr., #689, of New Orleans, Louisiana will
receive SIPES Honorary Membership, the Society's highest
award, at the SIPES 44th Annual Meeting and Convention
in Monterey, California on June 19, 2007. Deborah K.
Sacrey, #1271, of Houston, Texas will receive the SIPES
Outstanding Service Award to recognize her many contri-
butions to SIPES.

Gloria D. Sprague, #2556, of Corpus Christi, Texas is
serving as the current president of GCAGS.

William T. Goff III

NN ee ww s o f  Members  o f  Member ss

Deborah K. SacreyA. T. Green, Jr.

Attention Consultants
SIPES will re-print Referral System booklets

listing members who are available for consulting work.
There are separate lists for consulting

engineers, geologists and geophysicists. This
information will be available in the SIPES Booth at the

Summer NAPE event on August 23-24, 2007 in
Houston, Texas. Your data will also be listed on the

SIPES website Referral System
(see www.sipes.org/referraltitle.htm).

If you have been included on these lists in the past,
please check your listing to see if any updates or correc-
tions are needed.  You can view your entry by going to

the link above and picking your
specialty - engineer, geologist, etc.

For members who have not been included in 
these books, but are available for consulting

work, please complete the appropriate form(s) at
www.sipes.org/consultants.htm.

The forms can be completed online, printed, and then
mailed or faxed to the SIPES office.  The forms can also

be mailed to you by request.

Please send in your completed or updated
information to the Dallas Office by 

August 1, 2007.



SIPES DIRECTORY CORRECTIONS AND CHANGES
Herbert L. Brewer
2 Cedro Place
Dallas, TX  75230
Duncan M. Chisholm
Fax Phone  361-883-7102
Douglas R. Cummings
5400 N. Grand Blvd., Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
John B. Duplantis
P.O. Box 51254
Lafayette, LA 70505
Allen W. Fontenot, Jr.
408 Dummyline Rd.
Madisonville, LA 70447
Lloyd E. Gatewood
13100 Silver Eagle Tr.
Edmond, OK  73013
Charles A. Goebel
15508 Wright Brothers Dr.
Addison, TX  75001
Bus. Phone  972-661-4768
Fax Phone  972-991-0704
David N. Grimes
E-Mail  dnggeol@aol.com
Neil F. Hurley
One Hampshire St., MD-B313
Cambridge, MA 02139-1578
Fax Phone  617-768-2382

George S. Johnson
E-Mail sunshineex@suddenlinkmail.com
Howard W. Kiatta
919 Milam St., Suite 1810
Houston, TX  77002
Wulf F. Massell
9044 Willow Springs Ln.
Conroe, TX  77302-3496
Fax Phone  866-785-2548
E-Mail  wulf@fusiongeo.com
Robert W. Milam, Jr.
P.O. Box 3289
Spring, TX  77383-3289
Bruce C. Miller
200 N. Loraine, Suite 1230
Midland, TX  79701
Christopher M. Morphew
4914 N. Midkiff Rd.
Midland, TX  79705
H. Jack Naumann, Jr.
E-Mail  naumann1956@sbcglobal.net
David B. Pearcy
5720 Hillcrest Pl.
Midland, TX  79707
Chris H. Reed
100 E. Ferguson, Suite 608
Tyler, TX  75702
E-Mail  chris@creedex.com

James C. Remsberg
1313 N. Webb Rd., Suite 210
Wichita, KS  67206
Dan G. Scurlock
P.O. Box 1392
Shreveport, LA 71164-1392
E-Mail  dgscurlock@yahoo.com
Colles C. Stowell
22 Sea St.
Manchester, MA 01944
James L. Thompson
5749 Red Hill Ln.
Frisco, TX  75034
Cell Phone  469-365-0790
C. G. Tyner
811 Dallas St., Suite 912
Houston, TX  77002
Tom R. Wittick
7 Switchbud Place
Suite C-192 #307
The Woodlands, TX  77380
E-Mail  tom-wittick@sbcglobal.net
Raymond L. Woodward
1800 Shiloh Rd., Suite 202
Tyler, TX  75703
Fax Phone  903-534-8452
E-Mail  wooduck@sbcglobal.net
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

The following new members were approved by the

SIPES Membership Committee from December 6, 2006 to March 7, 2007

SIPES

No.

NAME CHAPTER SPONSORS

3095 Dawn S. B issell Corpus Christi B. Calhoun R. Grisemer P. Strunk

3096 Samuel J. Cerny Oklahoma City J. Caylor J. Richardson R. Wilkinson

3097 Daniel J. Neuberger Corpus Christi D. Chisholm E. Riddle G. Sprague

3098 David K. Becker Corpus Christi C. Brocato P. Becker B. Calhoun

3099 Gerald V . Mendenhall Midland D. Miller G. Moore L. Toohey

3100 Jasha Cultreri Midland L. Carr S. Reid R. Thompson

3101 Travis A. Helms Lafayette A. Christy J. Gamble D. Sturlese

2731 William R. Dixon Midland Reinstatement

3102 KimberlyAnn T. Wright San Antonio S. Chuber P. Roehl D. Sacrey

3103 Mark W . Miller Midland M. Denny R. Green W. Miller

Limited Louis R. Lambiotte Corpus Christi B. Calhoun D. Chisholm M. Lucente

3104 Jerry L. Gilbert At-Large

(Wichita Falls,

TX)

Reciprocal - DPA
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$3000 - $3999
SIPES Houston Chapter

In memory of James A. McCarthy
& Fred L. Stricklin, Jr. &
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

$1000 - $1999
Michael N. Austin
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Herbert G. Davis
David A. Eyler

In memory of Donald E. Eyler
& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

A. Scott Ritchie

$800 - $899
John E. Scherer

In memory of Lavern A. Curry, Eugene
Greenwood, Robert M. Leibrock & 

Charles M. Hartwell, In honor of Robert
D. Cowdery, Earl E. Gaertner & Diane

M. Finstrom & Carlsbad Caverns Guide

$700 - $799
Robert B. Ferguson

H. Jack Naumann, Jr.
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

$600 - $699
Robert C. Leibrock

In memory of Robert M. Leibrock
& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

J. Phil Martin, Jr.
In honor of Jack P. Martin

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

$500 - $599
James L. Allen

W. Chris Barnhill
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Robert T. Halpin
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Ronald E. Neal
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

SIPES Dallas Chapter
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Clifford A. Walker
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

$400 - $499
James K. Anderson

Scholarship Endowment Fund

David G. Griffin
In memory of Robert M. Leibrock

& Rayburn D. Ocamb

Robert B. Owen
Scholarship Endowment Fund,
In honor of Patrick J. F. Gratton

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

$300 - $399
Thornton E. Anderson

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Raymond N. Blackhall
Scholarship Endowment Fund

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

James P. Evans III
In memory of Robert W. Sabate’

William T. Goff III
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

George S. Johnson
In memory of Joe H. Warren, Jr.

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Robert W. Luker
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Peter MacKenzie
Michael A. Pollok
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

William M. Smith
In honor of Michael N. Austin
& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

$200 - $299
Robert A. Anderson
James B. Bennett

In memory of Zeke W. Rogers
& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Wilbur & Nancy Bradley
E. Bernard Brauer
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Garnet W. Brock
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Bill D. Broughton
William C. Burkett

Scholarship Endowment Fund
& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Edward K. David
In honor of A. T. Carleton

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Lawrence H. Davis
Duncan D. Dubroff
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Earl E. Gaertner
Edward A. McCullough Endowed Fund

in memory of William A. Skees
& Laurence E. Gnagy

Donald R. Hembre
Charles J. Kosarek
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Marcus D. Maddox
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Sally J. Meader-Roberts
Scholarship Endowment Fund,

Edward A. McCullough Endowed Fund
& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Edward B. Picou, Jr.
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

James D. Robertson
Stephen R. Robichaud

Wayland C. Savre
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Rudolf B. Siegert
Daniel L. Smith
John C. Worley

Carlsbad Caverns Guide
 

$100 - $199
Donald I. Andrews
Michael P. Arden

William C. Bahlburg
Orville R. Berg

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Louis C. Bortz
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

James L. Brezina
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Lanny O. Butner
Brian S. Calhoun

In memory of Donald C. Wambaugh
& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Alfred T. Carleton, Jr.
Robert L. Cash

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

James S. Classen
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Jon F. Cobb
Rex D. Coppedge
Arlen L. Edgar

In memory of Walter R. Berger, Jr.
& Lee Wayne Moore

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Michael N. Fein
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Cliff J. Fontenot
Roger A. Freidline

Edward A. McCullough Endowed Fund

Thomas E. Gentry
In memory of Lester L. Gentry

Clement E. George
Scholarship Endowment Fund

James A. Gibbs
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Jack S. Griggs
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

W. Kenneth Hall
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Harold W. Hanke
Scholarship Endowment Fund

Scott G. Heape
Stephen E. Collins

Memorial Scholarship Fund

Floyd E. Heard
Albert R. Hensley
W. Ralph Holloway
Owen R. Hopkins
Dan A. Hughes

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Alfred James III
Ralph O. Kehle
William G. Kern

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Edgar B. Krider
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Susan M. Landon
Frank C. Mabry III
Robert H. Marshall

Jack P. Martin
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

David T. Martineau
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Peter J. Massion
Wilbur E. McMurtry
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Lewis M. O’Neal
Charles A. O’Niell III

Gary W. Palmer
In memory of Mark Eidelbach

Arthur J. Pansze, Jr.
Lloyd K. Parrish, Jr.

J. Durwood Pate
Elwin M. Peacock

Scholarship Endowment Fund
in memory of James A. McCarthy

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

(Continued)

The SIPES Foundation gratefully accepts all donations and acknowledges these contributions with a letter. 
Due to limited space in the newsletter, we are unable to list gifts under $26.

SIPES FSIPES Foundation Donoroundation Donors — Mas — May 1y 1 , 2006 t, 2006 to Mao May 1y 1 , 200, 20077



MAY 2007 ____________________________________________________________________________________31

Hugh C. Pendery
Lee M. Petersen

Jeanne & David Phelps
In memory of Carmen A. Farmer

Ronald W. Pritchett
In memory of Philip J. McKenna

James A. Ragsdale
Larry J. Rairden

John M. Rakowski
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

William M. Raymond
Cecil R. Rives

In memory of Robert S. Moehlman

Steven R. Russell
Scholarship Endowment Fund

in memory of Franklin Daugherty

C. Ray Scurlock
Roy G. Sharrock

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Jeffry A. Smith
In honor of Nolan Hirsch

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Stephen A. Sonnenberg
In memory of Robert R. Berg

Marion E. Spitler
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

B. C. St. Martin
Lawrence W. Staub
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

M.R. Stipp
Edward A. McCullough Endowed Fund

& Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Paul M. Strunk
C. G. Tyner

Scholarship Endowment Fund

George B. Vockroth
John R. von Netzer
G. Clint Wainwright

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Robert W. Waring
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

H. Vaughan Watkins, Jr.
Charles Weiner

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Roger D. Wilkinson
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Richard O. Williams
Jon R. Withrow

James M. Zotkiewicz

$50 - $99
John T. Abney

Craig F. Anderson
Ross E. Brannian
Glenn S. Brant

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Wallace E. Brunson
Jack C. Cartwright
Scott M. Daniel

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

James W. Denny
Charles W. Dobie

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Byron F. Dyer
Toby Elster

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Bruce W. Fields
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Eduardo Gonzales
Scholarship Endowment Fund

John C. Goss
Peter G. Gray

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

David N. Grimes
David R.Grogan

William R. Guffey
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Gregory L. Hair
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

C. Clyde Hamblin
G. Warfield Hobbs IV

Dick S. Horton
Daniel C. Huston

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

A. Darryl James
In memory of Laurence E. Gnagy

Michael S. Johnson
John D. Kullman
Arch J. Lair, Jr.

Woodruff G. Leel, Jr.
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Richard R. Lindsly
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

William J. Malin
Jeannie F. Mallick

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Roger L. Martin
Patrick H. McKinney
Eric L. Michaelson

Wayne D. Miller
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Craig E. Moore
Robert M.Neill

Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Wes B. Perry, Jr.
Norman D. Raman
Julius M. Ridgway
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Perry O. Roehl
C. Randall Schott
Patrick J. Shannon
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

John D. Sistrunk, Jr.
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

John J. Taylor
Richard W. Thompson, Jr.

Stephen E. Collins
Memorial Scholarship Fund

William D. Trumbly
Scott A. Wainwright
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Roy C. Walther
George R. White

William P. Wilbert
In memory of E. Wayne Gordon, Jr.

& George F. Willis

Ralph O. Wilson II
I. Wayne Woolsey

$26 - $49
James D. Cobb, Jr.

Edward F. Haye
Carlsbad Caverns Guide

Eugene J. Lipstate
E. Lee Mills

Matthew J. Parsley

Foundation  Donors  Continued

HoHow Didw Did YYOUOU BecomeBecome
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Send your
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Foundation

1001
Your SIPES Foundation Raffle

ticket purchase supports:

Scholarship Awards

 Film Library

 Distinguished Speakers

 Seminars & More!

BUY YBUY YOUR TICKETOUR TICKET TTODODAAYY
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SIPESSIPES
DirDirectorsectors

President .........................................Michael N. Austin.......................................................Denver
Vice-President..................................George S. Johnson...................................................Amarillo
Vice-President of

National Energy ...........................E. Bernard Brauer ............................................Corpus Christi
Secretary.........................................Clifford A. Walker........................................................Dallas
Treasurer.........................................H. Jack Naumann, Jr. ...............................................Midland

Raymond N. Blackhall......................Chapter Participation/Honors & Awards .....................Houston

Paul W. Britt ....................................Technology Communication ......................................Houston

Lanny O. Butner ..............................Professional Enterprise Management ...........................Wichita

Michael G. Cruson ..........................Professional Society Liaison .........................................Denver

David A. Eyler .................................Conventions/Nominating Committee..........................Midland

Joseph M. Finger, Jr. ........................Membership Committee/Public Relations ..............San Antonio

William R. Finley.............................................................................................................Lafayette

J. Don Haynes.................................Directory .....................................................................Austin

Woodruff G. Leel, Jr.........................Honors & Awards/Membership Committee ....................Dallas

Lee M. Petersen ...............................State Legislative Affairs...........................................Fort Worth

Jeanne S.F. Phelps ...........................2008 Annual Meeting .......................................New Orleans

Thomas J. Smith ..............................Advertising.....................................................Oklahoma City

SIPES Vision StatementSIPES Vision Statement

To be the pre-eminent organization for furthering
the professional and business interests

of independent practitioners of the earth sciences.
In achieving this vision, emphasis will be placed on

(1) professional competence,
(2) professional business ethics, and
(3) presenting a favorable, credible
and effective image of the Society.

Adopted by the SIPES Board of Directors
September 21, 1996
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