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Society of Independent Professional Earth Scientists

The SIPES Houston Chapter's 
"Maps in Schools" Project

by Jeff Lund, #3024 — Houston, Texas

This article is the sixth in a new series submitted by SIPES Members and Chapters.

Inspired by the leadership of our late col-
league, Owen Hopkins, #2986, from Corpus 
Christi, the Houston SIPES Chapter began 
placing USGS geologic maps of the U.S. 
lower 48 states in local schools in 2009. 
Several maps have been presented as rolled 
paper maps, along with oral presentations by 
Pat Shannon, #2195, Duncan Dubroff, 
#2618, myself and other SIPES Members. 

The map itself, called “A Tapestry of Time 
and Terrain” is a creation of the USGS. It is 
a large, colorful, even dramatic geologic map 
with shaded topographic relief of the conti-
nental U.S., color coded to the geologic col-
umn, and an absolute time scale beside the 

map. The SIPES Houston Chapter now 
frames the map professionally and adds a 
brass dedication plate describing the origin of 
the gift honoring Owen Hopkins, and more 
recently, our late past Chapter Chair John 
Hankey, #2548.

Progress was initially slow in Houston, 
largely as a result of the reluctance of schools 
to believe we had a message of significance. 
There was also the administrative difficulty 
of releasing students from regular classes to 
hear a presentation. A direct personal con-
nection to a high level administrator has 
seemed like the best route.

(Continued on Page 20)
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  AGI & IPAA News — 
Page 4
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2016 Scholarship 
Winners — Page 19

  SIPES 2017 
Convention Ad Order 
Form — Page 23

It is an honor and a privilege to begin my 
term as president of SIPES. My father, who 
has been a member since the 1970s, and 
served as chairman of our Wichita Chapter, 
first introduced me to SIPES as a young 
geologist. Though we were both members of 
other professional organizations, my father 
believed that SIPES offered the independent 
a unique opportunity to further his or her 
skills, and network with successful geoscien-
tists across the country. I couldn’t wait until I 
was eligible to join in the summer of 1988. 

Having served on the Board of Directors for 
the past few years, I am now ready for the 
challenges as the national president, and I am 
looking forward to my service. 

(Continued on Page 26)

Douglas H. McGinness II, #1964
Wichita, Kansas

Doug and Liz McGinness at the SIPES 2016 
Convention in San Diego.

President's Column
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National Energy & Environmental Information

The following reports on national energy and environmental 
information were prepared by SIPES Vice President of National 
Energy David Shiels and Environmental Committee Chair John 
Kimberly. The views and opinions expressed are those of the 
authors. Some of the information presented is in the public domain 
and is available from a variety of sources; other references were 
selected by the authors, and are noted in their reports.

  NATIONAL ENERGY
A Glimmer of Hope for Oil Markets

OPEC
For the first time in eight years, the 

Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) agreed to cut production 
by as much as 750,000 barrels per day (bpd) 
to 32.5 to 33 million barrels per day. As a 
result, crude oil jumped by 5% to around the 
$50/bbl range. This is a departure from the 
pump-at-will policy adopted in 2014.

According to Bloomberg, “The agreement was possible 
because Iran will be exempt from capping production, a major 
concession by Saudi Arabia, the group’s dominant producer. 
Still, many of the details remain to be worked out and the 
group won’t decide on targets for each country until its next 
meeting at the end of November.”

"The cut is clearly bullish," said Mike Wittner, head of oil-
market research at Societe Generale SA in New York. "What’s 
much more important is that the Saudis appear to be return-
ing to a period of market management."  

Bloomberg further explained “The agreement also signals a 
new phase in relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran, which 
have clashed on oil policy since 2014 and are backing opposite 
sides in civil wars in Syria and Yemen. The deal indicates that 
Riyadh and Tehran, with the mediation of Russia, Algeria and 
Qatar, were able to overcome the differences that sunk anoth-
er proposal to cap production earlier this year.”

Russia
Just as OPEC agreed to limit its output by just over 2%, 

Russia smashed a post-Soviet oil-supply record, pumping 
11.1 million barrels a day in September, up by 400,00 barrels 
from August, according to preliminary estimates (see 
Bloomberg 9/28/2016). This Russian surge may affect 
OPEC’s commitment to follow through with their cuts 
announced in September.

"OPEC showed once again it can deftly manage market 
sentiment with verbal intervention," said Bob McNally, 
founder of the oil consultancy firm The Rapidan Group in 
Washington. "As to whether it will implement real supply 
management, details and time will tell but that is hardly cer-
tain from the Algiers meeting outcome."

Natural Gas Bumps Up with Oil
Natural-gas futures jumped recently, settling at a level last 

seen in December 2014 after weekly data showed U.S. sup-
plies rose less than expected and a government report raised 
the outlook on 2016 and 2017 prices.

(Continued)
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November natural gas NGX16, -1.00% rose 13.1 cents (or 
4.1%,) to settle at $3.341 per million British thermal units. 
The settlement was the highest since December 19, 2014, 
according to FactSet data.

This is great news for domestic producers and may explain 
why the U.S. rig count is on the rise compared to last month 
(September 2016). According to Baker Hughes, the rig count 
for October 2016 is currently at 539, compared to a year ago 
when it was at 787.

Energy Outlook
According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration 

(EIA), average U.S. household expenditures for natural gas, 
heating oil, electricity, and propane may increase this winter 
(October 1 through March 31) compared with last winter, 
based on projections from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). The weather forecast 
for temperatures this winter is predicted to be colder than last 
winter. Colder temperatures, lower domestic rig count, and a 
more disciplined OPEC, paint a brighter future for 2017. 
However, this global market is subject to any number of fac-
tors that could send markets back to a downward trend.

The Oil & Gas Industry is 
Using Renewable Energy

The oil and gas industry is using renewable and innovative 
energy concepts at the well head. I was asked recently if the oil 
and gas industry used renewable energy, and if so, how much.

Solar Energy
We made a note to ask our operator clients and observe 

production in our day-to-day activities. So far, 100% of pro-
ducing wells that we have visited this summer and fall have at 
least one solar panel at the sales point as pictured above. Why 
aren’t we bragging about this in the face of criticism by oppo-
nents of the oil and gas industry?

If you multiply the number of producing gas wells in the 
United States by the number of solar panels used at the pro-
duction point, the number would be staggering, yet, nobody 
says anything about this. Let’s take the number of producing 

gas wells in December 2015 and assume that 75% of them are 
using renewable energy. According to the EIA, the United 
States had 555,364 producing gas wells. If 75% of those wells 
used renewable energy in the form of solar panels, we would 
see that the U.S. oil and gas industry used 416,523 solar pan-
els. If the average area of each panel was 2 ft.2, our industry 
could brag that they utilize 833,046 square feet of solar pan-
els… that’s almost 20 square miles or 20 sections of land. 

Natural Gas Electricity Generation
In North Dakota, in the Bakken Play, there are not enough 

infrastructures to take the enormous amount of natural gas to 
a sales point. Locals were bothered by the amount of flaring at 
each well location. Therefore, in 2008, Mark Wald and his 
brother, of Dickenson, North Dakota decided to do something 
innovative. They roused the interest of engineers and applied 
for grants to see what they could do with the energy. 

Thus, Blaise Energy was born. The Wald boys applied for 
grants, and received $375,000 in state research funds in 
December 2009. They eventually conceived that a mobile 
generator could be placed at each oil well site that could cap-
ture the natural gas, convert it to electricity and sell it back to 
the power grid. According to their calculations, each well 
could power about 40 homes this way (http://nationswell.
com/north-dakota-fire/#ixzz4NO2KdynG).  

Wald’s next challenge was convincing oil companies to 
adopt the device. At first, with no proven examples to demon-
strate, the oil and gas operators were not open to the idea. 
However, by 2010 they procured the equipment at their first 
test site. At first, things did not go well since the January tem-
peratures made it very difficult to fire up the gas. So, the 
Walds went back to the drawing board on developing a solu-
tion.

Eventually, the Walds developed a successful technique to 
generate the electricity, but the economics didn’t work out; it 
cost them more to generate the electricity than the going price 
at the grid. So, selling electricity to the grid was not a viable 
route.

The Walds then turned to the very source of the natural gas: 
the energy companies. The Walds could compete with the ten 
gallons of diesel used per hour adding up to some $20,000 of 

(Continued)
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Notice solar panel near sales chart.

Wald Blaise at his shop in Dickenson, North Dakota.
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 NATIONAL ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION CONTINUED

diesel every month. With Wald’s generators, oil companies 
could reduce energy consumption during the drilling process. 
The Walds later figured out a way take the heavier gas compo-
nents and generate liquid petroleum gas (LPG) and transport 
it to markets via truck. Wald now has 23 generators and 11 
sites, and he’s working with an engineering firm to make a 
more efficient liquid gas converter.

The North Dakota Industrial Commission (NDIC) loves 
the idea of taking a wasted by-product and generating power 
in the field. The NDIC continues to support Wald in taking 
his ideas to the next step and making energy for local energy 
companies…

I liken Wald’s business strategy to one I had as a kid where I 
would sell golf balls back to golfers after retrieving them from 
water hazards on the course…. not a bad gig.

  ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
A Greener World
It is always refreshing to find reliable data 

to help in understanding our environment. 
In the past week Peter MacKenzie, #2991, 
SIPES At-Large Director Nominee, intro-
duced me to a lecture given on 17 October, 
2016 by Matt Ridley labeled "Global 
Warming Versus Global Greening." This 
lecture was delivered to The Royal Society, 
London and can be viewed or read at the fol-

lowing link: http://www.thegwpf.com/matt-ridley-global-
warming-versus-global-greening/

In the lecture, Ridley borrows heavily from work done by 
Ranga Myneni of Boston University, who Ridley said “pre-
sented ingenious analysis of data from satellites proving that 
much of the vegetated area of the planet was getting greener, 
only a little bit was getting browner, and that overall in 30 
years there had been a roughly 14% increase in green vegeta-
tion on planet Earth.” One wonders if this greening is the 
result of improved farming techniques such as those devel-
oped by Nobel laureate recipient Norman E. Borlaug, but 
Myneni asserts that the greening occurred “in all vegetation 
types – tropical rain forests, subarctic taiga, grasslands, semi 
deserts, farmland, everywhere.”

Moreover, Ridley says that “Myneni argued that by various 
means he could calculate that about half of this greening was 
a direct result of rising carbon dioxide levels in the atmo-
sphere, rather than the application of agricultural fertiliser, 
irrigation, warmer temperatures or increased rainfall.”

These findings are a resounding blow to the hypothesis that 
the path to a cleaner, greener world is through stopping 
anthropogenic emissions of carbon dioxide. With this evi-
dence, the way to a greener planet is through emitting more 
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere!

Matt Ridley presents a fascinating lecture on this subject. I 
hope you will enjoy viewing or reading it when you have 45 
minutes to spare. You may have to hold down your CTRL but-
ton and click your mouse to download the link.



American Geosciences Institute News

World Energy Council Report

In mid-October, the World Energy Council, a UN-accredited 
global energy consortium, released its 2016 World Energy 
Resources Report. The Council has produced the World 
Energy Resources for 80 years. During the last year, there has 
been a global trend toward a more diversified global energy 
portfolio. The report provides a comparative analysis of 
global primary energy resources over the last fifteen years.  

Wind and solar energy have increased their share of the 
global energy portfolio by 0.81 and 0.30 percent, each. 
Challenges for future growth of the renewable energy section 
are also outlined; the unstable supply of rare earth elements, 
key components in clean energy technology such as solar pan-

els and electric cars, is listed as a potential limiting factor to 
growth in this sector.

Oil is still recognized as the primary energy source, but its 
contribution to the global energy portfolio has declined 0.55 
percent during the last year. To view the report, go to 
worldenergy.org. 

IPAA News 
Youngstown, Ohio voters recently rejected an anti-fracking 

bill of rights for the sixth consecutive time. IPAA reported 
that more than 83 percent of anti-fracking ballot measures 
have failed or been ruled invalid by the state.



AGI and IPAA News

John KimberlyJ h Ki b l
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SIPES 54th ANNUAL MEETING & 2017 CONVENTION

Conventional Thinking
 in an Unconventional World

June 26-29, 2017  - Vail, Colorado

Tuesday AM - Geology & Geophysics
Tuesday Noon - All Convention Lunch & Speaker
Tuesday PM - Field Discoveries & Success Stories

Wednesday AM - Business Applications

Monday PM - SIPES Foundation Seminar

Thursday  - Geological Field Trip Geol
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2016-2017 SIPES CORNERSTONE GROUP
Many thanks to the members listed below 
for their continuing support of our society

 Promoter – $2500
Thomas A. Smith — Austin, TX
Paul M. Strunk — Corpus Christi, TX

 Oil Finder – $1200
William C. Burkett — Midland, TX
Stewart Chuber — Schulenburg, TX
Ralph J. Daigle — The Woodlands, TX
William R. Finley — Lafayette, LA
Michael A. Pollok — Purcell, OK
Stephen D. Reynolds — Denver, CO

 Driller – $750
Kenneth J. Huffman — Mandeville, LA
Walter S. Light, Jr. — Houston, TX
Charles A. Lundberg III — Dallas, TX
Marc D. Maddox — Midland, TX
D. Craig Smith — Midland, TX

 Prospector – $500
Michael N. Austin — Westminster, CO
James B. Bennett — Houston, TX
Louis C. Bortz — Denver, CO
Paul W. Britt — Houston, TX
Lanny O. Butner — Wichita, KS
Brian S. Calhoun — Corpus Christi, TX
George M. Carlstrom — Littleton, CO
Edward K. David — Roswell, NM
Ralph C. Duchin — Tucson, AZ
Arlen L. Edgar — Midland, TX
James P. Evans III — Franklin, LA
Thomas E. Ewing — San Antonio, TX
David A. Eyler — Midland, TX
James A. Gibbs — Dallas, TX
Dennis M. Gleason — Arlington, TX
William T. Goff III — Littleton, CO
Patrick J. F. Gratton — Dallas, TX
David G. Griffin — Midland, TX
Scott G. Heape — Addison, TX
James H. Henderson — Dallas, TX
Gary C. Huber — Centennial, CO
George S. Johnson — Amarillo, TX
Constance N. Knight — Golden, CO
J. Phil Martin, Jr. — Spring, TX
Gregg A. McDonald — Oklahoma City, OK
Douglas H. McGinness II — Wichita, KS
Brian K. Miller — Midland, TX
H. Jack Naumann, Jr. — Midland, TX
Patrick A. Nye — Corpus Christi, TX
J. David Overton — Midland, TX
Hugh C. Pendery — Dallas, TX
Barry J. Rava — Houston, TX
Julius M. Ridgway — Ridgeland, MS
A. Scott Ritchie — Wichita, KS

James D. Robertson — Fort Worth, TX
C. Randall Schott — Houston, TX
Eugene R. Sidwell — Amarillo, TX
Michael R. Vasicek — Midland, TX

 Roughneck – $250
Thornton E. Anderson — Wichita, KS
Fred H. Behnken — Midland, TX
Bruce M. Brady III — Midland, TX
Garnet W. Brock — Midland, TX
H. Kent Brock — Houston, TX
James R. Cleveland — Dallas, TX
Wendell R. Creech — Midland, TX
Marshall C. Crouch III — Denver, CO
Lawrence H. Davis — Oklahoma City, OK
Marlan W. Downey — Dallas, TX
Duncan D. Dubroff — Houston, TX
Roger A. Freidline — Midland, TX
Donald C. Gifford — Dallas, TX
Harold W. Hanke — Oklahoma City, OK
Edward W. Heath — Durango, CO
Albert R. Hensley — Rockwall, TX
Thomas C. Klekamp — Mandeville, LA
John D. Kullman — Midland, TX
Robert C. Leibrock — Fort Worth, TX
Peter MacKenzie — Worthington, OH
Roger L. Martin — Wichita, KS
Ronald E. Neal — Bellaire, TX
R. Leo Newport – Dallas, TX
F. X. O'Keefe — Denver, CO
Arthur J. Pansze, Jr. — Arvada, CO
Larry J. Rairden — Bellaire, TX
John M. Rakowski — Florissant, CO
David L. Read — Highlands Ranch, CO
Deborah K. Sacrey — Houston, TX
Clifford H. Sherrod, Jr. — Midland, TX
Daniel L. Smith — Houston, TX
Joe H. Smith — Plano, TX
Stephen M. Smith — Houston, TX
William M. Smith — Houston, TX
Stephen A. Sonnenberg — Golden, CO
John R. Stephens — Dallas, TX
C. Al Taylor, Jr. — Reston, VA
James Travillo — Houston, TX
Scott A. Wainwright — Metairie, LA
William G. Watson — Midland, TX
Travis C. Wilson — Norman, OK
James M. Zotkiewicz — Metairie, LA

 Investor – $100
Robert W. Anderson — Houston, TX
Hines Austin — Lafayette, LA
William C. Bahlburg — Plano, TX
Norman K. Barker* — Midland, TX

Alvin Bellaire, Jr. — Lafayette, LA
Arthur E. Berman — Sugar Land, TX
Dawn S. Bissell — Corpus Christi, TX
Richard C. Blackwell — Midland, TX
Foy W. Boyd, Jr. — Midland, TX
Wilbur C. Bradley — Wichita, KS
Glenn P. Burke — Houston, TX
Rex D. Coppedge — Fairview, TX
Jacob D. Eisel — Boulder, CO
J. Frank Fuller — Dallas, TX
William M. Kazmann — Richardson, TX
John E. Kimberly — Midland, TX
Wayne Lebsack — Lyons, KS
Louis J. Mazzullo — Morrison, CO
Michael F. McKenzie — Lafayette, LA
Eric L. Michaelson — Midland, TX
Wayne D. Miller — Midland, TX
Dwight A. Munchrath — Lafayette, LA
James F. O'Connell — Amarillo, TX
Elwin M. Peacock — Houston, TX
Edward B. Picou, Jr. — New Orleans, LA
Charles D. Schmidt — Valley Center, KS
C. G. Tyner — Houston, TX
Mitchell F. Veh, Jr. — Bellaire, TX
H. Vaughan Watkins, Jr. — Madison, MS
Ralph O. Wilson II — Evansville, IN
George D. Zimmerman — Midland, TX

Scout – $50
Edward J. Ackman — Denver, CO
Orville R. Berg — Shreveport, LA
E. Bernard Brauer — Corpus Christi, TX
Martin M. Cassidy — Cypress, TX
David W. Childers — Houston, TX
Robert A. Cooksey — Richardson, TX
Rebecca L. Dodge — Wichita Falls, TX
Douglas R. Essler — Dallas, TX
Leonard S. Fowler — Richardson, TX
William J. Furlong — New Orleans, LA
Thomas E. Gentry — Midland, TX
Clement E. George — Midland, TX
Paul A. Hardwick — Houston, TX
Michael S. Johnson — Denver, CO
Bill Layton — San Antonio, TX
Patrick H. McKinney — Houston, TX
Laurence S. Melzer, Jr. — Midland, TX
Eddie W. Rhea — Dallas, TX
Richard Wilkerson — Houston, TX
Gerrit Wind — Houston, TX
Rosilee Winn — Santa Fe, NM

* Deceased
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Dawn S. Bissell, #3095, of Corpus Christi, Texas was the 
general chair of the 2016 GCAGS Meeting held during 
September in Corpus Christi. Brent F. Hopkins, #2885, of 
Corpus Christi is serving as GCAGS President for 2016. The 
2016 GCAGS Distinguished Service Awards were presented 
to Brent Hopkins, and to Linda R. Sternbach, #2638, of 
Houston, Texas.  

SIPES National Director and Past President William R. 
Finley, #2167, of Lafayette, Louisiana is serving as vice chair-
man of The Louisiana Board of Professional Geoscientists.  

New Orleans Member Arthur H. Johnson, #3153, is serving 
as the board’s treasurer, and William R. Meaney, #3422, of 
Shreveport, Louisiana is serving on the board of directors.

David P. Osterlund, #2522, is the current president-elect of 
the West Texas Geological Society.  

John R. Stephens, #3375, is currently serving as president 
of the Dallas Geological Society.



News of Members

• Leasehold Acreage
• Lease Banking
• Farm-Out

• WI (Op. or Non-Op.)
• Production
• O.R.R.I.

ENERGYSCR Call Keith E. Logan at (432) 559-0648
Exploration Manager / Reservoir Engineer

Privately owned company seeking to
expand activity in the Permian Basin
(with focus on the Central Basin Platform).

Dawn BissellD B ll Brent HopkinsB H k Linda SternbachL d S b h

William MeaneyW ll MArt JohnsonA J hBill FinleyB ll F l
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FORT WORTH
The Fort Worth Chapter kicked off its 

2016-17 season on September 7 at the 
Petroleum Club of Fort Worth with 
thirty-eight members and guests in 
attendance. The speaker was Robert G. 
Clarke, research director, Lower 48 
Upstream, Wood Mackenzie in Dallas. 
His well-received talk was titled “Lower 
48 commercial benchmarking: Where 
are the investment dollars flowing?”

Robert G. Clarke has been with Wood 
Mackenzie since 2005, originally as a 
member of the company’s initial U.S. 

Lower 48 Upstream Research group. He 
has covered both the Rocky Mountains 
and Gulf Coast regions specifically, and 
led much of Wood Mackenzie’s early 
shale research. He product managed the 
Global Unconventional Play Service 
from 2009 to 2014, and also managed an 
internal upstream Knowledge Network. 
Now he works closely with E&Ps, inves-
tors, and service companies in the North 
Texas market.

In further news, at the September 
meeting, Chapter Secretary Bob 
Leibrock presented chapter founding 

member Jamie Robertson, #2826, with a 
special award in recognition for his 
excellent service as chair of the Fort 
Worth Chapter’s highly successful May 
Symposium “Business Success as an Oil 
and Gas Independent.” There were no 
July or August meetings for the chapter. 
The Fort Worth Chapter meets 
September through June on the first 
Wednesday of each month at the Fort 
Worth Petroleum Club.
 Jarvis ( Jay) Moore

 Secretary


Chapter News

LAFAYETTE
The Lafayette Chapter holds its 

monthly meetings at the Petroleum Club 
of Lafayette on the second Wednesday 
of each month. Our first fall meeting in 
September was a joint presentation by 
Coerte A. Voorhies, Jr. and his son, Kim 
B. Voorhies. This father-son team 
shared their many years of guiding expe-
rience within the Atchafalaya Swamp 
with our membership. Mr. Coerte 
Voorhies brought his perspective as a 
long-time geologist and environmental-
ist trying to bring attention and recogni-
tion to the Atchafalaya Basin. His son 
Kim spoke on the many changes in the 
topography of the basin and his appre-
ciation for the beauty of this vast wilder-
ness. Kim also brought to our attention 
the challenges that this natural basin is 
facing from both man and nature. Many 

thanks go out to this father-son team, 
sharing and making us aware of some of 
the challenges that lay ahead for the 
Atchafalaya Basin. For information on 
their unique swamp tour, go to The 
Atchafalaya Experience at www.theatch-
afalayaexperience.com. Their tours are 
rated as one of the top ten adventures in 
North America. 

For membership or Lafayette Chapter 
information contact: Chairman Tom 
Poche’ (tpoche@shelfenergy.com), Vice 
Chair/Programs Julia Battle (jbattle@
hisecompanies.com) or Secretary/
Treasurer King Munson (kingmunson@
gmail.com).
 Tom Poché

 Chairman


Coerte A. Voorhies, Jr.

Bob Leibrock (left) presenting Jamie 
Robertson with a special award for 
chairing the May Symposium.

Julia and Wayne Hoskins at the Icebreaker during the SIPES 2016 
Convention in San Diego. (Photo courtesy of D. J. Bergeron).

Kim B. Voorhies
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DENVER
The SIPES Denver Chapter hosted 

two events during the summer months. 
On August 27, SIPES members and 
guests enjoyed a “SIPES Summer 
Social” held at the home of Roger and 
Connie Knight, #3089. The Denver 
Chapter furnished hamburgers, brats, 
and drinks, and SIPES members con-
tributed side dishes. This event provid-
ed a wonderful opportunity for SIPES 
members and guests to socialize and 
network. Over fifty people attended; all 
reported having a great time.

In September, Doug Paul traveled to 
us from Houston to present a brilliant 
talk entitled  "Seismic-Based Porosity 
Prediction in the Silurian Niagaran 
Formation Reefs of Northern Michigan: 
An Integrated Case Study.” In 2007, 
Doug opened SeisWare’s office in 
Houston where the company provides 
geoscience interpretation software to 
the American oil and gas industry. 

Doug explained that identifying Lower 
Silurian Niagaran (Guelph) Formation 
reefs with 3D seismic has been very 

challenging. Even though production 
from individual wells can be prolific, the 
reservoir heterogeneity present within 
reefs has contributed to the drilling of 
many poor producers and dry holes. 
Reservoir uncertainties are related to 
non-uniform distribution of primary 
porosity, compartmentalization of reser-
voirs, and occasionally present salt 
occlusions within the carbonate rocks. 
The objective of Doug’s study was to 

integrate seismic data and geologic 
ground truth in order to better predict 
reservoir porosity distribution. He dem-
onstrated how high resolution process-
ing can be used to create a seismic vol-
ume in which various seismic attributes 
correlate with effective reservoir porosi-
ties. 
 Connie Knight

 Chairman


Lou Bortz, #1698 (left) visits with Logan McMillan at the Summer Social.

Over fifty SIPES Members and friends gathered at the Denver SIPES Summer Social event 
in August.

Doug Paul, our September 
luncheon presenter.

OKLAHOMA CITY
The Oklahoma City Chapter does not 

meet during the summer months, so 
September was the beginning of our fall 
season. We met on September 7 at the 
Petroleum Club for lunch. Our speaker 
for the occasion was Steven C. Agee, 
dean and professor of economics at the 
Meinders School of Business, Oklahoma 
City University. His topic was "The 
Energy Outlook for 2017 and Beyond."

The Oklahoma City Chapter co-hosted 
the SIPES 53rd Annual Meeting & 
2016 Convention in San Diego along 
with the SIPES National Office. Nu-
merous talks were given, including one 
by Steve Wyett of the Bank of Okla-
homa who spoke on "Economic Trends 
in Capital Markets and Commodity 
Prices." 
 James Franks

 Chairman
Technical Program speaker Joe Brevetti (left) 

talking with Convention Chair Kirk Kolar.
h l k l f
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CORPUS CHRISTI
Bill Maxwell, #3107, chairman of the 

board of Suemaur Exploration & 
Production, LLC in Corpus Christi dis-
cussed “Renewable Energy, Irrational 
Exuberance, A Skeptics View” in July.

At the Paris Climate Summit in 
December 2015, President Obama 
pledged that the U.S. would reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 26-28 per-
cent below 2005 levels by 2025. The 
implied means by which the president’s 
pledge will be accomplished involves 
displacing significant amounts of fossil 
fuels with renewables, namely wind, 
solar and biofuels. The president’s 
pledge requires that the U.S. eliminate 
1.62 billion metric tons of carbon emis-
sions annually by 2025. The presenta-
tion reviewed the efficacy, as well as the 
social and economic consequences 
resulting from this pledge.

In August, Wayne Christian, 
Republican candidate for the Texas 
Railroad Commission spoke. He gave a 
history of the Railroad Commission, the 
current responsibilities, and the world-
wide influence of the Texas Railroad 
Commission. Texas consistently leads 
the nation in jobs and producing reliable 
and affordable American energy. 

In 1987, after gaining valuable experi-
ence in business, banking and real estate, 
Mr. Christian opened the financial ser-
vices business that he still owns to this 
day. He is a three time AIG top advisor 
nationwide. Wayne served in the Texas 
House from 1997-2013, where he served 
as Vice-Chair of Regulated Industries 
and as a member of the Energy Resources 
Committee.

Bob Hardage, chief scientist for the 
Exploration Geophysics Laboratory 
(EGL) and a senior research scientist at 
the Bureau of Economic Geology spoke 
in September. His topic was “New 
Methodology Finds Shear Information 
in P-wave Data.”*

To acquire the true full elastic wave-
field, contractors have been combining 
three-component geophones with three 

sources at every source station, one 
source generating a vertical displace-
ment, the second an inline horizontal 
displacement, and the third, a crossline 
horizontal displacement. This creates a 
true nine-component dataset. And it’s 
ridiculously expensive. But it’s still con-
sidered the only way to get a true full 
elastic wavefield dataset.

After years of looking at vertical seis-
mic profile (VSP) data, which is typical-
ly acquired using a standard vertical 
vibrator, Bob began to notice an addi-
tional wave embedded in the data along 
with the downgoing compressional (P) 
wave. He began to collect data in which 
the receivers went all the way to the 
surface and found that the downgoing P 
wave and shear (SV) wave converged at 
the source point. Was it possible that 
vertical vibrators could generate shear 
energy?

To test this theory, Bob used the uni-
versity’s test site to test every kind of 
source available to the industry, includ-
ing shear sources, impact sources, and 
explosives. The results were impressive. 
The test data showed that every source 
we call a P-wave source generates far, far 
more shear wave energy than P-wave 
energy, by a factor of five.

(Continued)

July speaker Bill Maxwell of 
Suemaur Exploration.

Wayne Christian, August 
guest speaker.

Bob Hardage spoke at 
the September meeting.

Post-Convention Field Trip participants examining an outcrop across from the beach 
after the SIPES 2016 Convention in San Diego. (Photo courtesy of Frank Cornish)
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The beauty of the discovery, of course, 
is that there are enormous databases full
of legacy 3-D data. That shear wave 
information is embedded in those data, 
and it’s ripe for the picking. If you want 
to lower the cost of data acquisition, 
there’s no need to record the data, just 
lease it out of a data library.

Through the University of Texas’s 
Office of Technology Commercialization, 
Bob has applied for several patents (he’s 

received four so far). He launched 
VertiShear, a commercial technology 
company that works with seismic pro-
cessing companies to apply the new 
technique. For more information, visit 
vertishear.com.

The Corpus Christi Chapter was rep-
resented in San Diego at the SIPES 53rd 
Annual Meeting and 2016 Convention 
by Randy and Suzane Acock, Mike and 
Connie Bergsma, Brian and Sherilyn 

Calhoun, Frank and Diann Cornish, and 
Pat Nye.

*Excerpted from: Rhonda Duey, 
Executive Editor Editorial Column, 
November 2016 issue, Hart Energy’s 
E&P Magazine.
 Dawn Bissell

 Secretary


NEW ORLEANS
The New Orleans Chapter kicked off 

the fall term with a lunch meeting on 
September 20 at Andrea’s Restaurant in 
Metairie. The speaker was Eric Smith, 
associate director of the Tulane Energy 
Institute at Tulane University’s Freeman 
School of Business. Dr. Smith provides 
market analysis and economic research 
on a variety of issues affecting the ener-
gy sector. He also functions as the public 
face of the Energy Institute, providing 
requested information to local and 
regional media on a wide variety of 
energy-related subjects.

Dr. Smith gave an informative talk on 
“Changes in Energy Economic 
Conditions over the Last Twenty Years.” 
Using extensive data and figures from 
EIA, OECD, UBS, Wood Mackenzie, 
Raymond James, and Bloomberg, he 
discussed the causes, downturns, the 
initial signs of recovery, how business 
cycles interact with domestic and for-
eign affairs (and whether they figure into 
the 2016 election), the impact of energy 
trends on the mix of assets and work 
scope in the U.S. industry, the specific 
regulatory changes that most affect the 
Louisiana energy industry, and what is 
changing in the future.

In describing what has changed, Dr. 
Smith noted that Deepwater offshore oil 
production continues, but with drasti-
cally reduced capex devoted to new 
production. U.S. exports of LNG, light 
crude oil and NGL exports are all 
increasing. Coal for power generation is 
in steep decline and is being replaced by 
natural gas. Dr. Smith cautioned that 
there is a continuing need for new crude 

oil and natural gas transportation infra-
structure.

He also gave a detailed description of 
the cyclical nature of the energy indus-
try, noting that the market was largely in 
equilibrium from 1986 to 2002, with 
more recent volatility in oil price being 
attributed to the dynamics of a “super 
cycle.” With the fall in oil price from 
over $100 per barrel to under $30 per 
barrel, the most recent down swing in 
the cycle has been among the most dra-
matic changes ever. Market downturns 
are caused by multiple factors including 
economic weakness that results in 
reduced demand world-wide and dis-
ruptive technologies such as shale devel-
opment that increase supply. The long 
lead times for conventional offshore pro-
duction results in excess supply becom-
ing available just when it’s not needed. 
Energy regulation is now fully politi-
cized and offshore economic and regula-
tory uncertainty has depressed capital 
availability and hence drilling activity. 

So far, the 2016 election, from an 
energy standpoint, has been a “non-
event” as both parties have avoided the 
substantial issues. Significant job losses 
in Texas and Louisiana haven’t had any 
effect on national policy, but impending 
California and New England natural gas 
shortages this winter may change that. 
Dr. Smith presented details about U.S. 
and global production. In addition to 
increases in U.S. oil production over the 
past decade, there have been production 
surges during the past several years from 
Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and Iran. Dr. Smith 
discussed the marginal cost of supply 
from various U.S. trends and foreign 

producers. He noted that many are via-
ble at $45 oil, and the Marcellus is viable 
at $15. Others are not viable at current 
prices, including Petrobras where a $60 
price is needed.

Oil production from wells that started 
production since the beginning of 2015 
contributed far more than half to the boe 
production in May of 2016. A significant 
development in the last few years has 
been that the average well productivity 
in the initial production phase (first 1-2 
years) has risen, but that longer-term 
performance has dropped. Compared 
with the 2003-2009 wells, more recent 
wells have higher initial production on 
average, followed by a steeper decline, 
leading to an overall smaller total ulti-
mate recovery (UR) per well.

In conclusion, Dr. Smith said that we 
are past the bottom, but the recovery 
will be lengthy. Shallow water produc-
tion may be a permanent casualty. 
Deepwater production will remain sta-
ble, but current delays in exploration 
and development spending will haunt us 
post 2020 as decline curves take their 
toll of existing production. Continued 
regulatory turmoil in the Gulf, such as 
the current quadrupling of required 
financial guarantees, will impact deep 
water production, and may be the final 
nail in the coffin for shallow water activ-
ity. In a “just in time,” capital-con-
strained world, onshore shale oil and gas 
will become the flavors of choice. The 
decline in production growth in the Gulf 
will negatively impact the Texas and 
Louisiana economies. 
 Art Johnson

 Secretary
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HOUSTON
The July luncheon lecture was by John 

W. Snedden, senior research scientist 
and director of the Gulf Basin 
Depositional Systems research project 
at the University of Texas at Austin. He 
spoke about Mesozoic plays in a lecture 

entitled “Rejuvenation of the Mesozoic 
Plays of the Gulf of Mexico Basin: 
Onshore to Offshore.” The talk was a 
tour-de-force of research methodologies 
and the evolution of the Gulf Basin ulti-
mately applied to considering new play 
concepts. Research was conducted by 
ten staff members including other 
researchers, undergraduate and gradu-
ate students and support staff.

Data employed in the research con-
sisted of several types, including zircon 
geochemistry, on-bottom-seismic refrac-
tion (OBC; yes, refraction) data, existing 
2-D and 3-D seismic data and paleo-
graphic maps in GIS format which were 
provided by the study’s outside spon-
sors. Over 2,000 wells with biostratigra-
phy were also integrated into the study.

The refraction data facilitated inter-
pretation down to picking the “Top of 
the Mantel.”  The OBC data, zircon 
geochemistry and biostratigraphy were 
combined to facilitate the reconstruc-
tion of paleo-depositional models for the 
Gulf Basin for several stages in its devel-
opment from pre-opening to present.

Several diagrams were presented 
detailing these depositional systems. Of 
note was the tracing, through geological 
history, of various depositional sources 
and continental drainage divides from 
east to west and south to north. These 

models are based on the chemical com-
position and mineralogy of the host 
rocks and the various oil samples avail-
able for analysis. Within the Gulf Basin, 
predictions were made for an increase in 
deeper discoveries onshore, on the shelf 
and in the deep water of the Gulf of 
Mexico.

In summary, the results are interesting 
enough that the GCS-SEPM is conven-
ing a special meeting entitled “Mesozoic 
of the Gulf Rim and Beyond.” The 
meeting will be held December 8-9, 
2016 and will take place in Houston. For 
additional information visit the GCS-
SEPM website www.gcssepm.org.

In August, in lieu of the great lun-
cheons and continuing education lec-
tures, SIPES Houston had its annual 
“Independents Day” networking event 
at the ever-popular Cadillac Bar and 
Grill.

The event was sponsored by six of our 
own members: Ralph Daigle (Petrus 
Energy), Ross Davis (Davis Brothers), 
Mark Gregg (Kiwi Energy), Barry Rava 
(Icarus O&G), Dan Smith, and Bill 
Smith (Wilcox O&G). The weather 
allowed for a great turnout of 118, 
including 10 ‘walk-ins.’ There were offi-
cially 136 reservations, which means 
that 24 people missed a great network-
ing opportunity. 

The best part of the evening is that 36 
potential members were in attendance as 
guests. Hopefully a good portion of 
those guests were so impressed with the 

high quality of the membership that they 
will want to join. The winning raffle 
ticket was held by Mrs. Daigle.

The September luncheon lecture was 
given by John Anderson, the Maurice 
Ewing Professor of Oceanography at 
Rice University. He spoke about the 
evolution of the northwestern Gulf of 
Mexico and its implications for hydro-
carbon exploration in a talk entitled 
“Late Quaternary Strat Evolution: 
Limits of Strat Models.” The talk 
focused on using the well-documented 
Quaternary stratigraphic record to 
understand how variations in sea level 
and climate affect sediment supply and 
its manifest stratigraphic architecture.

The Quaternary contains a complete 
cycle from the beginning to the end of a 
sea level rise and fall. This record facili-
tates the study of how river systems 
react to these changes during each high-
er-order cycle. 

Dr. Anderson discussed the Sabine, 
Brazos, Colorado, Guadalupe, Nueces 
and Rio Grande systems, and how these 
smaller depositional systems were more 
greatly affected by sea level changes 
than a larger system, such as the 
Mississippi. A series of cross sections 
and seismic lines were discussed and 
used to illustrate how subsidence varies 
across the basin and controls the forma-
tion of embayments.

(Continued)

July guest speaker John 
Snedden.

At the Independents Day event in August are (L to R) Dan Smith, Chapter Secretary and 
National Director Barry Rava, Bill Smith, Ross Davis, and Chapter Chairman James Mertz.



Sea level was approximately 5 meters 
higher than it is today, and it fell about 
120 meters from its last high stand. 
Several hundred cores were examined, 
and hundreds of radio carbon dating 
points were made and incorporated into 
the study. The best chronostratigraphic 
control was found to be oxygen isotopes.

In conclusion: As sea level fell, the 
small rivers filled in the water height 
above their deltas and then prograded 
into the basin. The best place for sand is 

probably on top of clinoforms, as seen 
on seismic data at the head of the delta 
slope rather than basin floor fans. During 
a transgressive period, wave action 
moves strata landward.
 Barry Rava

 Secretary
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John Anderson, professor 
at Rice University, who 
spoke in September.

MIDLAND
In July, our speaker was Jim Gibbs, 

#314, chairman, Five States Energy. His 
talk was entitled “Riding Oil Industry 
Cycles.” The oil and natural gas indus-
try is highly cyclical and its long-term 
participants must be prepared for a 
bumpy ride along the way. The rewards 
of patience and hard work can be bounti-
ful, but plunges from cyclical highs to 
lows can occur unexpectedly and be 
exceedingly painful. 

In the troughs it can be helpful to step 
back, take stock and hear some of the 
“secrets” of oil men and women who 
have successfully ridden the cycles and 
lived to tell about them. Some com-
ments may seem trite, others more 
thoughtful, but all can provide insights 
for the listener’s consideration and con-
templation

Our August speaker was Joseph 
Satterfield, professor of geology at 
Angelo State University. His talk was 

entitled “Recent Geologic Mapping in 
the Big Bend Region: What I Have 
Learned that Applies to Petroleum 
Geology.” Since 2006, he has mapped 
with students on research projects and 
while at field camp in the northern 
Sierra del Carmen, Mariscal Mountain, 
southern Marathon uplift, and the Glass 
Mountains. While constructing 1:8000 
– 1:12000 – scale geologic maps, he 
learned about fault propagation folds, 
reactivated faults, drag folds, and detach-
ment faults, fold interference patterns 
from polyphase folding, regional stress 
fields, and the power of the down-plunge 
method. These concepts have the most 
meaning when geologic maps are being 
made. He proposed that the art and skill 
of making geologic maps and cross-sec-
tions from surface data provides 
approaches that apply to subsurface 
mapping and hydrocarbon prospecting 
in the Permian Basin.

Example 1. Fault propagation folds are 
produced when a blind fault moves and 
deforms strata above its termination 
point. Laramide basement uplifts in 
Colorado and Wyoming show broad 
anticlines and overturned synclines on 
their margins that are above blind 
reverse faults (e.g. Mitra and Mount, 
20xx). Dagger Mountain and Dog 
Canyon in northern Sierra del Carmen 
expose similar fault-propagation folds 
on the margin of a Big Bend Laramide 
uplift. Fault propagation folds can be 
used to predict the location and dip of 
unexposed faults in the subsurface. 
Fault-propagation folds can be exten-
sional as well as contractional struc-
tures! The northern Sierra del Carmen 
also contains a well-exposed fault propa-
gation fold or drape folds above a basin 
and range normal fault.

(Continued)

July speaker Jim Gibbs (left) with Chapter 
Chairman Fred Behnken.

August guest speaker Joe Satterfield (second from left) with (L to R) Past Chairman Wendell 
Creech, Chairman Fred Behnken, and Vice Chairman Roger Freidline.



 CHAPTER NEWS CONTINUED

Example 2. One type of subhorizontal 
detachment fault separates tightly fold-
ed weak, shale-rich map units from 
broadly folded strong, cliff-forming 
limestone map-units. The Buda-
Boquillas contact throughout the Big 
Bend is a widespread detachment. This 
detachment means that we cannot 
extrapolate orientations of the widely 
exposed Boquillas Formation into 
underlying units.

Example 3. Regional paleo-stress 
fields interpreted from tectonic stylo-
lites (e.g. Erdlac, 1990?) and dike orien-
tations (e.g. Henry and XXX, 19xx) 
provide a powerful tool for predicting 
fault types without fault kinematic indi-
cators. Post -30 Ma dikes throughout the 
Big Bend region outside of calderas are 
strongly oriented NE [check]. NW-SE 
maximum tension during this time 
would have allowed these fractures to 
open, providing conduits for rising 
magma. NW-SE tension predicts that 
existing NNW-trending steep faults 
could reactivate as right-lateral strike-
slip faults, and that new normal faults 
should trend NE. Boquillas Canyon 
exposes one example that contains slick-
enlines that document reactivation as a 
strike-slip fault. In the Big Bend drag 
folds are a more common fault-kinemat-
ic indicator.

Example 4. Detailed knowledge of 
Buda Limestone Stratigraphy identifies 
growth faults and reactivated faults. 
Detailed mapping in northern Sierra del 
Carmen reveals abrupt changes in Buda 
Limestone thickness across a high-angle 
normal fault. The Buda is thickest in the 
footwall of this fault. The abrupt thick-
ness change documents an Early 
Cretaceous Chihuahua trough growth 
fault. The footwall position of the thick-
er, originally downthrown section 
requires that the fault be reactivated 
later, possibly in the Cenozoic.

Our September speaker was Diana 
Hinton, professor of history at the 
University of Texas Permian Basin. Her 
talk was entitled “Why Big Bad Oil?” 
She investigated how Americans came 
to have a negative view of the petroleum 
industry, how a negative public percep-
tion of the industry came about, and 
how that negative perception has con-
tributed to current controversy over 
emissions, fracking, and pipelines.
 Bill Mueller

 Secretary


Diana Hinton, September guest speaker (second from left) with (L to R) Chapter Chairman 
Fred Behnken, and chapter board members Randall Anderson and John Kullman.
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DALLAS
The Dallas Chapter kicked back up 

after the summer with our September 
luncheon at the Petroleum Club. Our 
very own James Henderson, #1005, 
spoke about “Nevada’s Oil & Gold 
Resources with a Focus on Oil & Gas 

Occurrence in the Walker Lane Rift.” It 
was a surprise to learn that in carlin-type 
gold deposits, gold has migrated with 
water into pore space in lithified sedi-
ments in much the same way hydrocar-

bons migrate. James drew an excellent 
attendance with 46 folks of whom sev-
eral were from other Chapters!
 Carol Shiels

 Chairman


James Henderson speaking at the 
September luncheon.

Jeane and Hugh Pendery at the Icebreaker in San Diego during the 
SIPES 2016 Convention in August.
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  AUSTIN
 Chairman: Ward Davenport
 Secretary: TBA
 Treasurer: Dwight Cassell
 Meets:   The County Line 
                (On the Hill)
      1st Thursday

  CORPUS CHRISTI
 Chairman: Brian Calhoun
 V-Chrmn:  Michael Bergsma
 Secretary: Dawn Bissell
 Treasurer: David Desenberg
 Meets:   Ortiz Int'l. Center
      Last Tuesday of month

  DALLAS
 Chairman: Carol Shiels
 V-Chrmn:  Bob Webster
 Secretary: John Stephens
 Treasurer: Neil Barman
 Meets:   Dallas Petroleum Club
      3rd Tuesday

DENVER
 Chairman: Connie Knight
 V-Chrmn:  Neil Sharp
 Secretary: Jerry Cuzella
 Treasurer: Gary Thompson
 Meets:   Wynkoop Brewing Co. 
      4th Thursday

 FORT WORTH
 Chairman:  Dan Earl Duggan
 V-Chrmn:  TBA
 Secretary:  Jay Moore
 Treasurer:  Bob Leibrock
 Meets:   Fort Worth Petroleum Club
       1st Wednesday

 HOUSTON
 Chairman:  James Mertz
 V-Chrmn:  Russell Hamman
 Secretary:  Barry Rava
 Treasurer:  David Wood
 Meets:   Petroleum Club
       3rd Thursday

 LAFAYETTE
 Chairman:  Tom Poché
 V-Chrmn:  Julia Battle
 Secretary/
  Treasurer: King Munson
 Meets:   Petroleum Club
       2nd Wednesday

MIDLAND
 Chairman:  Fred Behnken
 V-Chrmn:  Roger Freidline
 Secretary:  Bill Mueller
 Treasurer:  Jasha Cultreri
 Meets:   Midland Country Club
       3rd Wednesday

 NEW ORLEANS
 Chairman:  Louis Lemarié
 V-Chrmn:  TBA
 Secretary:  Art Johnson
 Treasurer:  Eric Broadbridge
 Meets:   Andrea’s Restaurant
       3rd Tuesday

 OKLAHOMA CITY
 Chairman:  Jim Franks
 V-Chrmn:  Greg Riepl
 Secretary:  Mike Pollok
 Treasurer:  Terry Hollrah
 Meets:   The Petroleum Club
       Chase Tower, 35th Floor
       1st Wednesday

 SAN ANTONIO
 Chairman:  Tom Fett
 Co-V-Chrmn: Lee Billingsley & Bill Layton
 Secretary:  Doug McGookey
 Treasurer:  Tim McGovern
 Meets:   Petroleum Club
       3rd Thursday

 WICHITA
 Chairman:  Lanny Butner
 V-Chrmn:  Lanny Butner
 Secretary:  Lanny Butner
 Treasurer:  Tom Pronold
 Meets:   Time and Location TBD
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SAN ANTONIO
The San Antonio Chapter enjoyed 

warm weather and interesting topics at 
our SIPES meetings. On Thursday, July 
21, Thomas E. Ewing, #1610, presented 
his work on "Building Texas: Insights 
from the 'Texas Through Time' Project." 
Dr. Ewing is a geoscientist with over 33 
years of experience in hydrocarbon 
exploration and research. He is a regis-
tered professional geoscientist in the 
state of Texas (#1320) and an AAPG/
DPA Certified Petroleum Geologist 
(#4538).

Since 2013, Dr. Ewing has been work-
ing with the Texas Bureau of Economic 
Geology as project director to develop 
Texas Through Time, an illustrated book 
and website on the geologic history and 
earth resources of Texas. The book is 
now available at: http://www.beg.utex-

as.edu/. The book is fully illustrated in 
color, and around 430 pages long. It 
includes a comprehensive series of time-
stratigraphic charts and an atlas of 
paleogeography and other features. The 
book begins with a summary of land-
scapes and regions of the state. Two 

short chapters focus on general geologic 
principles and the layering of the earth 
beneath Texas, and the plate tectonic 
position of Texas through geologic time. 
Four subsequent chapters tell the story 
of Texas history from Proterozoic 
through Cenozoic, then into the 
Holocene. Finally, two chapters survey 
Texas resources and hazards. The proj-
ect also includes a website, which forms 
part of the overall BEG website. It 
includes statewide information; some 
material from the book; and a series of 
70-plus great places to view Texas geol-
ogy. These are miniature field trip guides 
to highlight publicly accessible places to 
be wowed by Texas rocks and land-
scapes. Each site includes a nontechni-
cal discussion of what you see, and why 
it’s important; a gallery of photographs;

(Continued)

Texas Through Time, 
developed by Tom Ewing 
and the Texas Bureau 
of Economic Geology.
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and a few references and websites for 
more information.  

On Thursday, August 18, Jory Pacht, 
#3054, of Houston, Texas, presented a 
talk on “Optimizing Operations in a 
Low Commodity Price Environment.” 
He said that after many years of a strong 
bull market in oil, we are now facing 
what may be a prolonged period of low 
commodity prices. This environment 
has necessitated changes in operational 
practices from an emphasis on increas-
ing production to decreasing costs. 
Higher risk-higher cost operations, such 
as drilling additional development wells, 
commonly need to be shelved and effort 
needs to be focused on cheaper opera-
tions, even at the risk of declining pro-
duction. Pintail Oil and Gas approached 
this issue by re-evaluating all their pro-
posed development opportunities and 
aggressively moving to lower LOE. 

On Thursday, September 15, Joe R. 
Tellez, PG gave a talk on “41VV124 
White Shaman Pictograph: Pictograph 
Iconography and Geologic Realities.” 
The White Shaman Preserve is one of 
the most well-photographed pictographs 
sites in the lower Pecos. One interpreta-
tion is that it records the basic religious 
principles of the prehistoric inhabitants 
of the Lower Pecos Region. Mr. Tellez 
provided a discussion on the iconogra-
phy of the White Shaman Pictograph 

and its relationship to geologic features 
of the Central Texas region. Joe R. 
Tellez is currently an independent envi-
ronmental consultant with twenty years 
of environmental experience consisting 
of project management and technical 
support for both commercial and federal 
clients. He received his B.S. in applied 
science at U.T. San Antonio, and earned 
his M.S. in geology at Sul Ross State 
University. For the last five years, he has 
assisted Gary Perez in his study and 
interpretation of the White Shaman 
Pictograph.

The San Antonio Chapter was also a 
sponsor for the third annual Texas 
Hydro-Geo Workshop. The workshop 
took place at and around Cave Without a 
Name near Boerne, Texas. Most activi-
ties were centered at the campsite and 

pavilion. The workshop was created to 
bring students, academicians, and prac-
titioners together in a field setting as a 
hands-on learning experience. 
Participants had the opportunity to 
explore many different techniques for 
the collection and analysis of data from 
soil, rock, and water. The workshop was 
structured to provide participants with 
the opportunity to work with leading 
researchers and practitioners from 
across the state and nation. This is an 
annual event and the fourth annual 
Texas Hydro-Geo Workshop will be in 
September or October of 2017.
 Doug McGookey

 Secretary
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The figures at the White Shaman rock shelter seem to depict a journey through the 
spirit world.

Joe Tellez talks about White Shaman at the 
September meeting.

The interior of Cave Without a Name where the keynote for the Texas Hydro-Geo Workshop 
was presented.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

In accordance with the SIPES Constitution, By-Laws & Code of Ethics, the following announcement of new 
members unanimously approved by the SIPES Membership Committee during the last quarter is printed below.

Any member in possession of information which might possibly disqualify an applicant is asked to submit 
this information to the secretary of the society (Michael L. Jones) within thirty days of this publication. To be 
considered, this information should be in writing and bear the writer's name. If this information is received 
within thirty days after the publication of the applicant's name, the SIPES Board of Directors must reconsider its 
previous approval of the applicant. The board's action, after consideration of such new information, shall be 
final.

Patrick A. Nye, National Membership Committee

SIPES No. Name Chapter

3471 Clinton D. Cagle Austin B. Walker J. Newberry J. Selby

LTD Frederick O'Kelly Haizlip Houston H. Kiatta R. Baillio C. Betz

3472 Arlin C. Howles, Jr. Houston

3473 Gary L. Jones Houston D. Sacrey R. Roden K. Mallon

3474 Debra K. Gomez Denver

LTD Robert Maurice Rooney New Orleans K. Huffman A. Carollo, Jr. E. Broadbridge

LTD Mark J. Wojna New Orleans S. Wainwright D. Broadbridge E. Broadbridge

3475 Clifford J. Williams New Orleans M. Fein A. Johnson A. Baker

3476 Jon Heber Dallas R. Webster W. T. Crowder, Jr. T. O'Hare

3477 Gary Philip Huffman Lafayette

Sponsors

Reciprocal DPA

Reciprocal DPA

Reciprocal DPA
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!

Please support this important program!



The Presentation
The Houston Chapter’s approach to present maps in the 

classrooms has evolved. It now begins with a discussion of 
why SIPES is donating the map, and includes the following 
items:

1.  Explanation of what earth science is, and why it is impor-
tant to students and the public

2.  Viewing a DVD produced by the American Geosciences 
Institute entitled “Why Earth Science: Because We Live on 
Earth.” This is a very professional ten-minute overview of 
geoscience with volcanoes, dinosaurs, young professionals, 
and students

3.  Viewing a custom PowerPoint presentation describing 
the geologic map, features of interest on the map (Yellowstone 
National Park, the Grand Canyon, etc.) and the significance of 
the geologic column representing time in earth history

4.  Discussing the origin of geologic maps using Simon 
Winchester’s biography of 18th century British geologist 
William Smith entitled “The Map That Changed the World”

5.    Viewing a few specimens from my personal fossil collec-
tion that we pass around to the students and explaining how 
fossils define geologic time periods

6.   Answering questions (and we get some really good ones). 
Plate tectonics is now taught in 6th and 7th grade science 
classes in Texas

One of the most interesting observations (which we exploit) 
is it seems universal that even today’s 6th to 12th graders all 
love the Jurassic Park movies; admire the Apollo astronauts; 
and relate to the moon rocks returned to earth, long before any 
of the students were born!

IPAA/PESA Petroleum Academies
In the last few years, we have connected with the IPAA/

PESA (Independent Petroleum Association of America and 
the Petroleum Equipment & Services Association) Petroleum 
Academy program coordinated by their Energy Education 
Center. IPAA/PESA has established and actively supports 
five “Energy Academies” that conduct numerous programs 
for students in science, mathematics and emerging technolo-
gies in the Houston Independent School District (HISD), and 
the Fort Worth Independent School District. These STEM 

programs focus on the application of the sciences, engineering 
and math to energy issues and applications to encourage stu-
dents to pursue professional training/degrees in engineering, 
geology, geophysics and global energy management. The 
program began at Houston’s Milby High School and has 
grown to include five schools, culminating in the Energy 
Institute High School in Houston which opened in 2013. This 
is a unique institution for not only HISD, but for the nation!

The Young Women’s College Preparatory Academy, also 
part of HISD, is the first all-girls engineering and geoscience 
program of its type in the nation at the high school level.

The five schools involved are:
 Energy Institute High School, Houston
 Milby High School, Houston
 Southwest High School, Fort Worth
 Westside High School, Houston
 Young Women’s College Preparatory Academy,   

 Houston

(Continued)
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Presentation at the Energy Institute High School with the late John 
Hankey (left) and Jeff Lund (right).

Jeff Lund describing geologic time periods.

Young Women's College Preparatory class.
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I am happy to say that in the past two years each of the 
schools (including Fort Worth) has received a framed geo-
logic map, and three of the schools have requested and 
received at least one presentation on earth science and the 
geology observable on the map. The delivery and hand-off to 
faculty and administrators was originally done by the Houston 
Chapter Past Chair John Hankey, and me. More recently, two 
SIPES Junior Members, Elizabethann de Leon-Maestas and 
Jeff Allen have joined the effort.

In addition, the Houston Chapter has presented approxi-
mately 15 other maps at schools such as Yellowstone Academy, 
Duchesne Academy, Saint Thomas High School, San Jacinto 
College and various HISD and Pasadena ISD middle schools 
in 2009 through 2015, primarily through personal contacts by 
Houston Chapter Members. We have also sent maps to a high 
school in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and the Bronx, New York as a 
result of unique personal contacts.

Role Models for Young People
Beginning with the 2014 round of map presentations, 

SIPES Junior Member Elizabethann de Leon-Maestas, or 
“EA,” began participating actively in the program and the 
PowerPoint presentation. EA is a young petroleum engineer 
who enthusiastically connects with the students and is a great 
role model for young people, especially women. Her story 
exemplifies the career opportunities available in the energy 
industry. She is now making the majority of the actual presen-
tations and challenging students to ask questions. Having a 
young professional involved is a big hit and I’m sure makes 
more of an impression on students than a retirement-age guy 
showing fossils!

Most recently, SIPES Junior Member and geologist Jeff 
Allen joined us and arranged our contacts to present a framed 
map and make a presentation at Saint Thomas High School, 
where he graduated. Jeff is also the Houston Chapter Editor 
and a Houston Chapter Board Member, and another excellent 
role model for the students.

Onward
In 2013, IPAA/PESA’s Energy Education Center Executive 

Director, Anne Ford, wrote a letter of thanks to the Houston 

Chapter. She plans to “build” the Houston Chapter’s map 
program into the IPAA/PESA curriculum going forward. To 
quote from her letter: 

On behalf of the Independent Petroleum Association 
(IPAA) and the Petroleum Equipment Suppliers Association 
(PESA) Energy Education Center I wish to express our sin-
cere appreciation for the generous donation of framed geo-
logic maps to our five high school Petroleum Academies. The 
purpose of the Petroleum Academies is to create interest in 
careers in engineering and the geosciences at the high school 
level, so that these students will ultimately go on to college to 
study these disciplines and then join our industry.

There was considerable effort required to get the maps to 
our four schools in Houston and the one in Fort Worth and 
your organization's efforts in this regard are very much appre-
ciated. The framed maps are outstanding in their quality and I 
know they will be used and treasured by the schools for years 
in the future.

Being associated with this program should continue to open 
doors for the Houston Chapter Maps in Schools project. 

The goal is to have annual return visits as classes of students 
see our map in their classroom or hallway and wonder what it 
means. At Duchesne Academy, for example we have now 
returned for five consecutive years to speak to the entire 7th 
grade.

All the materials we use are available if you want to call me, 
or get an overview. Many thanks to everyone who has been 
involved, and to several recent Houston Chapter Boards for 
their support. We will, of course, continuously work to expand 
the scope to other schools. At the recent AAPG Gulf Coast 
Section Meeting in Corpus Christi we traded ideas with 
Corpus Christi Geological Society members active in their 
program.

Jeffrey W. Lund is an independent consulting petroleum 
geologist in Houston, Texas. He can be reached at jeff.lund@
corridoroilandgas.com.
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Presenting a map at the Westside High School Energy Academy.

Duchesne Academy class with Elizabethann de Leon-Maestas (left) 
and Jeff Lund (right).
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Dear SIPES Member:

The SIPES Foundation is a corporation operating under the laws of the state of Texas and in accordance 
with the IRS codes governing tax-exempt foundations. The SIPES Foundation is a tax-exempt organization 
under section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Service. One of the Foundation’s purposes is the presenta-
tion of scholarships to worthy undergraduate, masters and Ph.D. students in the earth sciences. For each of 
the past five years, the Foundation has awarded over $20,000 in scholarships. In 2016, with the additional 
monies generously donated by the SIPES Midland Chapter, $25,500 has been paid to outstanding earth 
science students. (Please See Page 19)

The SIPES Foundation relies on your generous contributions to support this effort. Funding is possible 
only through donations, the Annual Meeting Seminars and royalty gifts. 

Please consider the SIPES Foundation as one of your charitable contributions for a donation this year. Any 
amount, large or small will be greatly appreciated.

Best wishes,

Patrick A. Nye
President

Gary Huber                                        Michael Jones                           Robin Vasicek
Vice President                                        Secretary                                      Treasurer

Directors:

Wayne Hoskins                                  Kirk Kolar                                 Doug McGinness                                                             
Barry Rava                                         David Shiels                              Craig Smith

Charles A. Brinkley, 
#1640

of Humble, Texas
who died on 
July 27, 2016

Robert M. Cluff, #1832
of Denver, Colorado

who died on 
October 26, 2016

Dan A. Hughes, #2347
of Beeville, Texas

who died on 
October 5, 2016

Thomas J. Jeffrey, #1122
of Richardson, Texas

who died on 
September 2, 2016

Robert Morris, #3197
of Houston, Texas

who died on 
September 8, 2016

Frederick A. Overly, #1265
of San Antonio, Texas

who died on 
October 13, 2016



IN MEMORIAM
We regret to note the passing of the following members:
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Technology Corner

A Glimpse at GeoGraphix
by Pete Batdorf, Territory Manager for MidCon and Eastern U.S.

"The Discovery™ Suite" is a powerful Windows based geo-
logic and geophysical interpretation system that combines 
industry-leading technologies supported by a common data 
and project architecture. It enables an individual geoscientist 
or the entire asset team to work more efficiently in a fully 
integrated and collaborative environment. "The Discovery™ 
Suite" provides unparalleled benefits across your company by 
reducing business risk and increasing asset team productivity 
while keeping IT costs in check. 

"The Discovery™ Suite" is ideal for more effectively inter-
preting reservoirs, supporting field development and exploit-
ing mature assets. It provides all the tools necessary for seis-
mic, geological and petrophysical interpretations. Fast QC 
interpretations in "what-if" scenarios can be conducted during 
the asset evaluation phase resulting in faster turnaround and 
better, more accurate decisions. And, because all members of 
the asset team work with the same data simultaneously, costly 
mistakes caused by out-of-date versions of the project are 
eliminated.

LMKR has a well-developed pool of over 300 resources to 
provide geotechnical consulting and application support glob-
ally. Our resources serve industry leaders in over 22 countries, 
and further augment our reputation and credibility for rapid 
project implementation. 

GeoGraphix — New Customer QuickStart 

Speed to being productive is key to the new GeoGraphix 
user. In addition to Public or Private Training, LMKR also 
offers assistance through the GeoGraphix - New Customer 
QuickStart program. Each program is customized to your 
needs and is designed to get GeoGraphix fully operational in 
your environment quickly and with minimal disruption to on-
going operations. 

Typical elements of the program include: I.T. Systems rec-
ommendations (including hardware specification and network 
integration), GeoGraphix software installation and configura-
tion, and GeoGraphix project setup including data loading. 

GeoGraphix — I.T. Systems 
and Project Consulting 

In the fast changing world we live in there will be times 
when GeoGraphix users and/or their I.T. support profession-
als may need additional help in their daily GeoGraphix related 
responsibilities. These demands could come from an unex-
pected strategic project, or simply the upgrade of software 
and potential projects to maximize the functionality of their 
GeoGraphix investment. 

(Continued)
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Typical elements of the program include: GeoGraphix soft-
ware version upgrades, GeoGraphix project upgrades or migra-
tion from other vendors. I.T. Systems performance and tuning 
including hardware and software configuration, GeoGraphix
project data loading or migration from other vendor plat-
forms, and GeoGraphix project organization and clean-up to 
maximize performance. 

GeoGraphix - Onsite Mentoring 

When classroom training is not enough or you simply want 
rapid productivity with E&P workflows, onsite mentoring is 
the ideal choice. Our experienced consultants provide 
advanced tips and techniques including workflows to address 
specific customer needs. This close interaction also provides 
a positive environment to capture future product enhance-
ment requests. 

Typical elements of the program include: Specific data man-
agement, mapping, land, geology, geophysics or engineering 
workflows in GeoGraphix, GeoGraphix new product function-
ality and workflows, and new hire training focusing on the 
user’s typical workflows in GeoGraphix projects.

GeoGraphix - Onsite Support 

Prefer to focus on your core areas of competence and out-
source other daily support functions to external subject matter 
experts? LMKR offers services to support and maximize your 
GeoGraphix investment. Onsite Support engagements are 
sized to fit your needs from fulltime, to a set number of days 
per week, per month or per year to be used as required.

LMKR GVERSE 

LMKR GVERSE consists of geoscience and engineering 
solutions focused on workflow optimization and enhancing 
productivity of teams working on diverse geological and geo-
physical projects. These applications help cut the processing 
time required for interpretations resulting in fast, easy to use 
scalable tools that are inter-operable with other known geosci-
ence software suites; enabling a connected multi skilled work-
force. 

GVERSE consists of the following: 

GVERSE™ Planner 

GVERSE Planner enables integrated well planning giving 
user the control to plan multiple wells simultaneously. With 
GVERSE Planner you can quickly visualize geological surfac-
es, create surveys and make changes to existing plans by add-
ing target points on the go with the ability to export well plans 
for drilling. 

GVERSE™ Connect 

Seamlessly integrate well, seismic and maps to increase effi-
ciency in an integrated interpretation environment with 
GVERSE Connect. Leveraging strengths of two leading E&P 
Technologies, GVERSE Connect enables fast database to 
database exchange for efficient and optimized reservoir char-
acterization, with a choice to use the right tool for the right 
job.

(Continued on Page 26)

 TECHNOLOGY CORNER CONTINUED
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 PRESIDENT'S COLUMN CONTINUED

Having “grown up” in the oil and gas 
business, I am keenly aware of the boom 
and bust cycles inherent to our business. 
The past two years have been very chal-
lenging for geoscientists, and, as in the 
late 1980s, many are now facing difficult 
decisions on whether they can wait out 
the lean times, or be forced to leave the 
industry to pursue another career path. 
Likewise, many formerly employed geo-
scientists are looking to become inde-

pendent, and SIPES can provide these 
individuals with an opportunity to learn 
how to become an independent, and 
importantly, network with other geosci-
entists and oil companies across the 
country. 

One invaluable lesson my father taught 
me is that both good and bad times pass. 
He never over celebrated his successes 
or grieved too long over failures. Even in 
bad times, he just trudged along, worked 

hard and had a faith that things would 
get better. This attitude of persistence 
and endurance through the vicissitudes 
of volatile times with a sense of hope, is 
the spirit I want to bring to SIPES. 

In closing, I want to thank outgoing 
President Craig Smith, for his hard work 
and leadership through this year. I hope 
to model his stewardship and direction 
as I begin my term anew. 
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GVERSE™ WebSteering 

The only web browser based 
Geosteering application in the E&P 
industry that allows you to plan or adjust 
your well trajectory through instanta-
neous information or in an offline mode. 
GVERSE WebSteering is a complimen-
tary tool for GeoGraphix users who can 
sync their interpretations on-the-fly 
with their GeoGraphix projects and 
update their target surface in smart-
STRAT. 

GVERSE™ Attributes 

The multi-paned viewing environ-
ment, unmatched by any software in the 
industry, along with streamlined work-
flows and high resolution 3D seismic 
attributes help boost performance. The 
value of seismic data for seamless inter-
pretation is maximized by fast, on-the-
fly real time visualization of seismic 
attributes which allows for in-depth 
attribute analysis with immediate feed-
back. 

GVERSE™ Predict3D 

GVERSE Predict3D is a multi-attri-
bute inversion solution, based on spec-
tral decomposition and state-of- the-art 
optimization techniques, to predict rock 
properties away from wells using well 
logs and seismic data. This enables you 
to understand the reservoir effectively 
and reduces risks associated with well 
planning and field development.
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      SIPES Foundation Donors — October 1, 2015 to October 1, 2016

The SIPES Foundation gratefully accepts all donations and acknowledges these contributions with a letter. 
Due to limited space in the newsletter, we are unable to list gifts under $50.

Please remember the SIPES Foundation in your estate plans.
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