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The Seabreeze Field had been there a long 
time and had been thoroughly drilled; so 
everyone thought! The location of Seabreeze 
Field is in Southeast Texas in Chambers 
County (see Figure 1 on page 20.) Finally, 
following a letter request to management, 
we had acquired a 3D data set over the area 
and the hunt was back on. I loved to goose 
hunt on the Texas Gulf Coast; some of the 
best goose hunting in the world, so the nam-
ing scheme for newly-found prospects on 
the new 3D, became names of different 
kinds of wild geese. The naming scheme 
was logical, and so the “wild goose hunt” 
began. 

The basic trapping structure of the main 
field was a north-south trending four-way 
anticlinal closure downthrown to a large 
north–south trending down to the east lis-
tric normal fault. One well, on top and in the 
middle of the structure, had already pro-
duced over 4 BCF from the Frio Nodosaria 
blanpedi (Seabreeze F-4 Series) and the 
assumption was that the sands and structure 
were drained. 

The basic field stratigraphy and biostrati-
graphic nomenclature is outlined in Figure 2 
on page 20. When we received the data and 

(Continued on Page 20)
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Greetings All,

I am Carol Morrison 
Shiels and I’m honored to 
serve as your 2018-19 
SIPES President. I have 
been a Dallas Chapter 
member for ten years. I 
started my career in 1980 

as an open-hole logging engineer for 
Schlumberger out of Shreveport. I’m origi-
nally from New Jersey, so you can imagine 
my culture shock. My twin sister told our 
folks that I’d be home within the month. 
Thankfully, I learned the language and ben-
efitted greatly from the experience. You all 

remember those days. It was BUSY. I worked 
seven days on, and I brought my black lab 
with me because he would have starved at 
home.

In 1982, I went to work for Marshall 
Exploration in Marshall, Texas. They were a 
very active independent, with their own 
drilling and completion rigs. We had ten 
eager young geologists. It was a blast. Our 
ideas were generally leased and drilled within 
six months. They sent me to seismic schools. 
We mudlogged, dst’d and cored. Again, the 
experience was invaluable. The Ark-La-Tex 
became my region. Four years later, it all 
came together when I took a job with Michael 
H. Shelby as his geologist/geological engi-
neer. In that capacity, I became truly multi-
disciplined and have thankfully stayed that 
way to this day.

(Continued on Page 10)
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National, State & Environmental Information

The following report on national energy and state legislative 
news was prepared by Vice President Barry Rava. The environ-
mental report was prepared by R. David Shiels, #3171. The views 
and opinions expressed are those of the authors. Some of the infor-
mation presented is in the public domain and is available from a 
variety of sources; other references were selected by the authors, 
and are noted in their reports.

  NATIONAL ENERGY &
STATE LEGISLATIVE NEWS

This is a summary of data gathered from 
the following main sources: The Wall Street 
Journal, IPAA-Energy in Depth (EID), Oil 
and Gas Journal, Reuters, Geoscience Policy 
Monthly Review (GPMR), World Oil, Oil and 
Gas Finance Journal, Offshore, and Baker-
Hostetler.

Methane & Interior
The divided Senate voting along party 

lines 51 to 49, with 3 Republicans, John McCain (AZ), 
Lindsey Graham (SC) and Susan Collins (ME), breaking rank 
blocked consideration of a resolution to repeal the 2016 
Interior Department rule to curb methane emissions. Senator 
John Bass (WY), chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public Works asked Interior Secretary 
Zinke to withdraw the rule immediately.

The repeal by administrative fiat of the rule passed by 
administrative fiat under the Obama Administration has not 
yet happened, as embattled EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt 
resigned shortly after the request was made public. Former 
coal lobbyist Andrew Wheeler will take over the EPA as acting 
administrator.

BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — North Dakota regulators on 
Tuesday relaxed some rules and offered incentives they hope 
will further limit natural gas that's being burned off at well 
sites and wasted as a byproduct of crude production.

The state Industrial Commission, a three-member panel led 
Governor Doug Burgum, unanimously approved the changes 
that were submitted by an industry group. The amended rules 
extend credits from three months to six months for compa-
nies that meet or exceed flaring goals. It also gives companies 
credit if the natural gas is used in the state to power equip-
ment or facilities, and allows companies that are meeting tar-
gets to forgo a capturing plan with their drilling permits.

Director of Mineral Resources Lynn Helms said the latter 
incentive would "relieve the administrative burden" for com-
panies meeting targets while allowing regulators to focus 
more on those that don't.

"We will reward you if you are doing well," Helms said. "We 
will take you to the woodshed ... if you're not doing well."

Possible regulations on surging natural gas production in 
West Texas and New Mexico have the potential to threaten 
growth in the region, according to Tudor Pickering Holt & 
Co. The industry is relying on the Texas Railroad Commission 
to allow flaring to burn off the excess gas, but the regulator's 
official policy remains "unclear to all involved parties," Tudor 
Pickering said. If flaring is not allowed, wells are likely to be 
shut in based on the ability of different operators to take gas 
to market, according to Tudor Pickering.

Oil well Bans
An initiative that would ban new oil wells in unincorporated 

parts of San Luis Obispo County will appear on this 
November’s ballot, following a contentious decision by the 
County Board of Supervisors. The ballot measure would pro-
hibit extracting oil from new wells and wells that are repaired
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in the future. Property owners would be 
allowed to continue operating existing 
oil wells, which would become noncon-
forming uses in county code.

The Longmont, Colorado City 
Council voted 6-1 in favor of a plan to 
pay $3 million to oil and natural gas 
companies TOP Operating and Cub 
Creek Energy in a move that would put 
an end to surface drilling within the city 
and on city-owned properties.

Climate Change Suits: 
Some Dismissed, Some 

New Challenges
(WSJ, EID, Longmont Times-Call) 

Boulder, Colorado made headlines when 
it announced that it was suing 
ExxonMobil and SunCor over the 
impacts of climate change. Now the city 
is amending its original complaint to 
emphasize that it was the manufacture 
and marketing of fossil fuels, rather than 
their use, which led to global warming. 
More strange is what the suit has added, 
namely a complaint that the companies’ 
business dealings in Colorado amounted 
to conspiracy. Taxpayers could face 
court-imposed payment of defendants’ 
legal fees and penalties for the filing of a 
frivolous lawsuit. In a case that could 
last years, those amounts could be sub-
stantial. “Boulder’s lawsuit will do noth-
ing to solve climate change and could 
ultimately come at a great cost to their 
taxpayers, while the oil and natural gas 
industry supports well over 200,000 
thousand jobs in the state and contrib-

utes over $30 billion a year to Colorado’s 
economy.

Big oil firm executives breathed a sigh 
of relief after a U.S. judge dismisses law-
suits by the cities of San Francisco and 
Oakland alleging that five of the world’s 
largest oil companies should be held 
responsible and pay for the impacts of 
climate change, write the WSJ’s Bradley 
Olson and Timothy Puko. U.S. District 
Judge William Alsup granted a motion 
by the companies— BP PLC, Royal 
Dutch Shell PLC, Exxon Mobil Corp., 
ConocoPhillips and Chevron Corp.—to 
dismiss the suits, ruling that while global 
warming was a real threat, it must be 
fixed “by our political branches.” The 
ruling is a blow to an emerging legal 
campaign by cities and municipalities 
that are trying to argue that oil-and-gas 
companies created a public nuisance by 
producing fossil fuels they knew would 
result in harmful emissions. New York 
City and several other local govern-
ments in California, and Washington 
have also sued on similar grounds

Faster Permitting
A New Mexico congressman and 

gubernatorial candidate introduced two 
bills aimed at speeding up permitting for 
oil and gas operations on federal land. 
HR 6106, titled “Common Sense 
Permitting Act” would amend the 
Energy Policy Act of 2005 to incorpo-
rate categorical exclusions for permit-
ting for oil and gas uses. The bill would 
exclude oil and gas operations from fur-
ther review under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), if 
the proposal is compliant with the 
Mineral Leasing Act. The move was 
intended to reduce redundant regula-
tion, which can hamper development in 
one of New Mexico’s biggest economic 
drivers, by slowing the process under 
which land is leased for extraction.

Fracking, Safe Groundwater, 
but Leads to Obesity 

and STD’s
Two new peer-reviewed studies 

released within weeks of each other 
show the hydraulic fracturing process, 

commonly called “fracking,” is not con-
taminating groundwater in the Marcellus 
Shale region of Pennsylvania. Since 
2010, over two dozen independent stud-
ies have failed to find any systemic 
impact caused by the 110,000 oil and 
natural gas wells that have been in use 
across the country since 2011. A com-
pendium of studies from Energy in Depth 
features data from 23 peer-reviewed 
studies, 17 government health and regu-
latory agencies, and reports from 10 
research institutions that demonstrate 
fracking is linked to numerous health 
benefits!

The study by a pair of researchers at 
Duke's Nicholas School for the 
Environment and a professor at the 
University of Missouri says that expo-
sure to industrial chemicals used in 
fracking over-stimulates the growth of 
fat cells. The study also named the 
University of Missouri's Susan Nagel 
and Duke's Heather Stapleton as co-
authors. Nagel's previous work has come 
under attack from Energy In Depth, 
which has characterized her as an activ-
ist.

(Daily Caller, EID) While environ-
mentalists have long attempted to link 
hydraulic fracturing to earthquakes and 
air pollution, a study suggests this bur-
geoning extraction process can also lead 
to gonorrhea and chlamydia. Hydraulic 
fracturing — more commonly referred 
to as fracking — is the process by which 
pressurized liquid breaks apart rock, 
allowing the capture of natural gas and 
other resources. While the new tech-
nique has unleashed a U.S. shale oil 
boom, it remains controversial among 
environmentalists. There now appears 
to be concerns with hydraulic fracturing 
and sexual disease. Increased fracking 
activity in Ohio has resulted in higher 
rates of sexually transmitted infections, 
according to a study conducted at the 
Yale Public School of Health. Yale 
researchers found that cases of chla-
mydia and gonorrhea increased approxi-
mately 20 percent in Ohio counties with 
high developments of shale. “There are 
no conclusions from this study: only

(Continued)
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TOP Operating Company oil and gas wells 
near Union Reservoir, which are now under 
control of Cub Creek Energy. Under an 
agreement reached with Longmont, the 
companies would no longer drill from the 
surfaces of properties within city limits. 
(Matthew Jonas / Longmont Times-Call).



potential and possible links,” said Jackie 
Stewart, state director of Energy In 
Depth. “It’s a bit dubious,” Stewart 
went on. “[The researchers] fail to 
explain the rise in cases of STIs in the 
decade prior to shale development, but 
go to great lengths to highlight an 
increase in the years since.” Stewart 
pointed out the county in Ohio with the 
biggest rate of chlamydia and gonorrhea 
in 2016 was Hamilton — a county with 
no shale wells.

Russian Collusion with 
Environmental Groups?

Representative Lamar Smith (R-TX), 
chairman of the House Committee on 
Science, Space and Technology, sent a 
letter in June to Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin saying allegations of 
Russian financial support for U.S. envi-
ronmental groups “are ripe for an inves-
tigation” by the Treasury Department.

One paragraph says it all: "... the 
Kremlin is attempting to make ... 'useful 
idiots' of unwitting environmental 
groups and activists in furtherance of its 
energy influence operations. Although 
this is not a new tactic in the Kremlin’s 
playbook, it has been adapted to account 
for modern technological advancements 
like the Internet and social media. 
Throughout history, the Kremlin has 
engaged and manipulated unwitting 
individuals to disseminate propaganda 
in furtherance of its global agenda.

Paul Kengor, a Grove City College 
political science professor who has 
researched the history of Moscow’s 
manipulation of U.S. political figures, 
told The Daily Signal that he sees an 
“old Cold War powder keg that went 
dry suddenly being reignited.” “What 
makes the current situation more nefari-
ous today is the possibility—if this is 
indeed accurate—of Russian manipula-
tion of domestic groups inside the 
United States and the willful coopera-
tion of those domestic environmental-
ists.”

A television crew from Russia’s largest 
state-backed network swooped into 
downtown Miami two days before New 
Year’s Eve 2016 on a curious mission. 
RT, the network formerly known as 
Russia Today, was there to provide glob-
al news coverage of one of five unre-
markable rallies across Florida that day 
aimed at turning the public against the 
nearly completed, $3 billion Sabal Trail 
Pipeline designed to carry natural gas to 
the state from Alabama. What the dem-
onstrators didn’t know was that so-
called Russian internet trolls had been 
busy for two weeks encouraging people 
to turn out for the protests with posts on 
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. 
Russia’s hidden hand in the Florida 
pipeline protests was extensive, accord-
ing to sources familiar with the opera-
tions. At least eight Russian accounts, 

most tied to the troll farm known as the 
Internet Research Agency, sent at least 
16 social-media messages excoriating 
the Sabal Trail pipeline or retweeting 
messages from one of its most promi-
nent opponents, a frequent guest on RT. 
The tweets were sent to a total of more 
than 40,000 followers as well as anyone 
else who saw them via hashtags

Kevin Mooney in the Daily Signal 
(Heritage Foundation publication) 
claims New Yorkers are missing out on 
the natural gas revolution as they are 
victims of Russian spy operations that 
fund popular environmental groups, as 
current and former U.S. government 
officials and experts on Russia worry.

Natural gas development of the 
Marcellus Shale deposits has spurred 
jobs and other economic growth in 
neighboring Pennsylvania. But not in 
New York, which nearly 10 years ago 
banned the process of fracking.

Two environmental advocacy groups 
that successfully lobbied against frack-
ing in New York each received more 
than $10 million in grants from a foun-
dation in California that got financial 
support from a Bermuda company that 
congressional investigators linked to the 
Russians, public documents show.

The environmental groups Natural 
Resources Defense Council and the 
Sierra Club Foundation received mil-
lions of dollars in grants from the San 
Francisco-based Sea Change Founda-
tion.

“Follow the money trail, and this 
[New York] ban on fracking could be 
viewed as an example of successful 
Russian espionage,” Ken Stiles, a CIA 
veteran of 29 years who now teaches at 
Virginia Tech, told The Daily Signal. To 
Stiles and other knowledgeable observ-
ers, this looks like an actual case of 
knowing or unknowing collusion with 
Russia. Both Natural Resources Defense 
Council and Sierra Club Foundation 
also accepted tens of millions from the 
Energy Foundation, the top recipient of 
grants from Sea Change, according to 
foundation and tax records.

(Continued)
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The Daily Signal unsuccessfully 
sought comment from the Sierra Club 
Foundation and its affiliate the Sierra 
Club, as well as Natural Resources 
Defense Council and Sea Change 
Foundation, on the allegations of 
Russian financial support for environ-
mentalists’ anti-fracking and anti-pipe-
line campaigns

Sea Change Foundation, a family char-
ity, is identified in congressional reports 
and correspondence as a major incuba-
tor of funding from foreign sources, 
including Russia. That money ends up 
in the coffers of U.S. environmental 
groups opposed to natural gas develop-
ment and drilling techniques such as 
fracking.

Nathaniel Simons and his wife, Laura 
Baxter-Simons, established Sea Change 
Foundation in 2006. Simons is the son 
of James Simons, founder of the New 
York-based Renaissance Technologies 
hedge fund firm.

Sea Change, according to its website, 
works to “address the serious threats 
posed by global climate change,” focus-
ing on “climate change mitigation and 
clean energy policy in the United States 
and internationally.”

In July 2014, the Senate Environment 
and Public Works Committee released a 
report describing how a Bermuda-based 
company, Klein Ltd., “was set up for the 
sole purpose of funneling anonymous 
donations to Sea Change.” Bermuda law 
permits Klein Ltd. to conceal foreign 
sources of funding, the report explains.

Water Rights:
Texas vs New Mexico

The Texas Tribune reports that it’s easy 
to miss the precise moment you leave 
Texas and cross into New Mexico. The 
sign just says, “Lea County Line,” and 
with 254 counties in Texas, you’d be 
forgiven for not knowing there isn’t one 
named Lea. But the folks who are selling 
water over it know exactly where the line 
is. That’s because on the Texas side, 
where the “rule of capture” rules 
groundwater policy, people basically can 
pump water from beneath their land to 

their heart’s content. But on the New 
Mexico side, the state has imposed tight 
regulations on both surface and ground-
water that restrict supply. Here’s the rub 
— or the opportunity, depending on 
your perspective: With an oil fracking 
boom driving demand for freshwater on 
both sides of the state line in these parts, 
Texas landowners are helping to fill the 
void with water from the Lone Star 
State. Now a top New Mexico politician 
is crying foul, saying that unregulated 
pumping from wells next to the state line 
is depleting the shared aquifers that sup-
ply water to southern New Mexico.

Royalty Rates
U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan 

Zinke has announced that the 
Department of the Interior (DoI) will 
not lower royalty rates for future off-
shore oil and gas lease sales. On February 
28, the Royalty Policy Committee (RPC) 
made its initial recommendations, 
including one to set a royalty rate of 
12.5% on all outer continental shelf lease 
sales at all water depths through 2024. 
Since then, an improving economy, fed-
eral tax reforms, higher energy prices, 
and greater regulatory certainty have led 
to positive market conditions, prompt-
ing Zinke to keep the royalty rate in 
water depths more than 200 m (656 
feet) at 18.75%.

Cyber Security
Naureen S. Malik, Ryan Collins and 

Meenal Vamburkar on 4/4/2018 in WSJ 
(World Oil 4-18-18)

New York and Houston (Bloomberg) 
- At least four U.S. pipeline companies 
have seen their electronic systems for 
communicating with customers shut 
down, three confirming it resulted from 
a cyberattack.

Energy Transfer Partners LP, 
Boardwalk Pipeline Partners LP, and 
Chesapeake Utilities Corp.’s Eastern 
Shore Natural Gas reported communi-
cations breakdowns. The Department of 
Homeland Security said it was gathering 
information about the attacks. “We do 
not believe any customer data was com-
promised,” said the Latitude Tech-

nologies unit of Energy Services Group, 
which Energy Transfer and Eastern 
Shore both identified as their third-party 
provider.

The attacks follow a U.S. Government 
warning that Russian hackers are con-
ducting an assault on the U.S. electric 
grid and other targets.

The electronic systems help pipeline 
customers communicate their needs 
with operators, using a computer-to-
computer exchange of documents. 
Energy Transfer said the electronic data 
interchange (EDI) system provided by 
Latitude was back up and working. The 
business wasn’t otherwise affected.

In addition to providing EDI services, 
Latitude also hosts websites used by 
about fifty pipelines for posting notices 
to customers. At least some of the web-
sites went down on March 29 and didn’t 
start returning until four days later.

“The shutdowns are “not operation-
ally serious in the sense that it’s stop-
ping the natural gas from moving, but it 
is serious because it’s causing these 
companies to use workarounds for com-
munication,” said Rae McQuade, presi-
dent of the North American Energy 
Standards Board in Houston, which is 
responsible for developing industry 
standards.

While the EDI systems may be entry 
points for hackers, they are likely not the 
ultimate target, said Jim Guinn, manag-
ing director and global cybersecurity 
leader for energy, utilities, chemicals 
and mining at Accenture Plc, a technol-
ogy consulting company. “There is 
absolutely nothing of intrinsic value for 
someone to infiltrate the EDI other than 
to navigate a network to do something 
more malicious," Guinn said. "All bad 
actors are looking for a way to get into 
the museum to go steal the Van Gogh 
painting."

He also said there is nothing inher-
ently different about oil and gas EDI 
systems.

U.S. Offers $25 Million Cybersecurity 
Grant After Pipeline Attacks (EID 4-17-
18). Bloomberg. The U.S. wants to fund

(Continued)
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research targeting better cybersecurity 
for the nation’s power grid and the oil 
and natural gas industry, after web 
attacks hobbled electronic communica-
tions for several pipeline operators. The 
agency is making $25 million in grants 
available for projects that pursue new 
approaches to making the energy sector 
more resilient to cyberattacks.

Mineral Trespass
(EID, American Agriculturist, Baker-

Hostetler) The Pennsylvania Superior 
Court handed down a decision that 
could greatly restrict, even stop, 
Marcellus drilling in the Keystone State. 
The court decision disallows using the 
age-old "rule of capture." Underground 
oil and gas deposits are in pools that may 
exist beneath multiple properties. 
Whoever gets there and sucks the oil or 
gas out first wins. That's the rule of cap-
ture. Conventional drillers and those 
with lease rights can't be held responsi-
ble for oil and gas moving from one place 
to another as it's extracted. Not so for 
hydraulically fractured wells, according 
to the Superior Court. The justices 
ruled that gas (and oil) trapped in shale 
rock doesn't freely move from one place 
to another as it does in a pool. The 
judges say the gas would "stay forever" 
where it is without fracking.
  ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

One of the biggest possible rule chang-
es I have been following since November 
2014 (proposed in 11/14 and finalized 
in 06/15) is the possible change to the 
definition of “Waters of the U.S.” 
(WOTUS) in the Clean Water Act 

(CWA). You know that 
it can’t be good if the 
proposed definition is 
over 70 pages long in 
the Federal Register. 
Well, I’m happy to 
report that EPA and 
the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers have just 

announced a total repeal of the defini-
tion change. This is a great thing for 
those of us who manage or participate in 
the management of bulk oils and con-
densate that require a Spill Prevention, 
Control and Countermeasures plan 
(SPCC). Another area of the CWA what 
might affect SIPES Members who con-
sult for the mining or construction 
industry is Wetland rules. This possible 
definition change would have applied to 
storm water pollution prevention plans 
as well. 

How EPA defines “waters of the 
United States” is critical to the enforce-
ment of the nation’s water laws. This 
definition tells the regulated community 
which bodies of water—oceans, lakes, 
rivers, streams, creeks, swamps, and 
more—are subject to the requirements 
of the Clean Water Act (CWA). This has 
a direct impact on the energy industry 
since bulk storage of petroleum prod-
ucts require spill planning in most cases.

What Was in the 2015 
WOTUS Rule?

The 2015 Final Rule arguably expand-
ed EPA’s jurisdiction to protect the 
nation’s waters, in part by broadening 
the Agency’s interpretation of the CWA. 

In the rule, EPA added and/or amended 
regulatory definitions for terms like 
“adjacent,” “tributary,” and “naviga-
ble” that are found in Clean Water Act 
§502(7). 

The 2015 rule hinged largely on the 
idea of regulating waters that share a 
“significant nexus” with waters of the 
United States. The idea of a “significant 
nexus” was articulated by the retiring 
Supreme Court Justice Kennedy to 
describe waters that, though not pro-
tected under the Clean Water Act, may 
impact waters within EPA’s jurisdiction 
due to proximity or flow of water from 
one body to another. (See Rapanos v. 
US.)

A ‘‘significant nexus,” according to 
the 2015 rule, means “a water, including 
wetlands, that either alone or in combi-
nation with other similar situated waters 
in the region, significantly affects the 
chemical physical or biological integri-
ty” of any water under EPA’s jurisdic-
tion.

What’s in the 
Recodification Proposal?

EPA now says that “…rather than 
achieving its stated objective of increas-
ing predictability and consistency under 
the CWA, the 2015 Rule is creating sig-
nificant confusion and uncertainty for 
agency staff, regulated entities, states, 
tribes, local governments, and the pub-
lic….”  For those reasons, EPA plans to 
repeal entirely the changes made in 
2015.
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New Chapter Award Plaques
are Now Available from 

the SIPES Office!

These plaques are 7x9, high-gloss wood
and ready to be engraved

Available for $92 (includes shipping)
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2018 SIPES CORNERSTONE GROUP
Many thanks to the members listed below 
for their continuing support of our society

 Promoter – $2,500
Thomas A. Smith — Austin, TX

 Oil Finder – $1,200
Michael N. Austin — Westminster, CO
William C. Burkett — Midland, TX
Stewart Chuber — Schulenburg, TX
Ralph J. Daigle — Houston, TX
David A. Eyler — Midland, TX
Charles A. Lundberg III — Dallas, TX
Marc D. Maddox — Midland, TX
Douglas H. McGinness II — Wichita, KS
Patrick A. Nye — Corpus Christi, TX
J. Michael Party — Midland, TX
Barry J. Rava — Houston, TX
D. Craig Smith — Midland, TX
Paul M. Strunk — Corpus Christi, TX

 Driller – $750
Kirk C. Kolar — Edmond, OK
Michael R. Vasicek — Midland, TX
Larry R. Wollschlager — Midland, TX

 Prospector – $500
Randolph Acock — Corpus Christi, TX
Avinash C. Ahuja — Corpus Christi, TX
Robert W. Anderson — Houston, TX
Dawn S. Bissell — Corpus Christi, TX
Raymond N. Blackhall — Cypress, TX
Robert M. Boling — Roswell, NM
Louis C. Bortz — Denver, CO
Lanny O. Butner — Wichita, KS
Brian S. Calhoun — Corpus Christi, TX
George M. Carlstrom — Littleton, CO
Edward K. David — Roswell, NM
Douglas A. Draves — Tonasket, WA
Ralph C. Duchin — Tucson, AZ
Thomas E. Ewing — San Antonio, TX
James A. Gibbs — Dallas, TX
William T. Goff III — Littleton, CO
Patrick J. F. Gratton — Dallas, TX
David G. Griffin — Midland, TX
Gary C. Huber — Centennial, CO
Kenneth J. Huffman — Mandeville, LA
Alfred James III — Wichita, KS
Ralph O. Kehle — The Hills, TX
John E. Kimberly — Midland, TX
Robert C. Leibrock — Fort Worth, TX
Walter S. Light, Jr. — Houston, TX
Brian K. Miller — Midland, TX
H. Jack Naumann, Jr. — Midland, TX
John H. Newberry — Austin, TX
Michael A. Oestmann — Midland, TX
Robert B. Owen — Corpus Christi, TX

Arthur J. Pansze, Jr. — Arvada, CO
Christopher H. Reed — Tyler, TX
Gregory A. Riepl — Oklahoma City, OK
A. Scott Ritchie — Wichita, KS
James D. Robertson — Fort Worth, TX
Carol M. Shiels — Kaufman, TX
R. David Shiels — Kaufman, TX
Daniel L. Smith — Houston, TX
William M. Smith — Houston, TX
John R. Stephens — Dallas, TX
Jerry S. Stokes — Fort Worth, TX
John D. Wright — Golden, CO

 Roughneck – $250
Jeffrey L. Allen — Houston, TX
Randall L. Anderson — Midland, TX
Ernest Angelo, Jr. — Midland, TX
James K. Applegate — Denver, CO
William H. Armstrong, Jr. — San Angelo, TX
William C. Bahlburg — Plano, TX
Fred H. Behnken — Midland, TX
Bruce M. Brady III — Midland, TX
William T. Brown, Jr. — Denver, CO
Carlo C. Christina — Metairie, LA
Frank G. Cornish — Corpus Christi, TX
Wendell R. Creech — Midland, TX
Duncan D. Dubroff — Houston, TX
Dan Earl Duggan — Fort Worth, TX
Arlen L. Edgar — Midland, TX
Douglas R. Essler — Dallas, TX
James P. Evans III — Franklin, LA
William R. Finley — Lafayette, LA
Roger A. Freidline — Midland, TX
Thomas E. Gentry — Midland, TX
Donald C. Gifford — Dallas, TX
Russell R. Hamman — Houston, TX
Harold W. Hanke — Oklahoma City, OK
Frank W. Harrison, Jr. — Lafayette, LA
Scott G. Heape — Addison, TX
Edward W. Heath — Durango, CO
James H. Henderson — Dallas, TX
Albert R. Hensley — Rockwall, TX
Terry L. Hollrah — Oklahoma City, OK
George S. Johnson — Amarillo, TX
Michael S. Johnson — Denver, CO
Larry L. Jones — Houston, TX
William M. Kazmann — Richardson, TX
Constance N. Knight — Golden, CO
John D. Kullman — Midland, TX
Robert H. Marshall — Houston, TX
David F. Martineau — Dallas, TX
Gregg A. McDonald — Oklahoma City, OK
Sally J. Meader-Roberts — Midland, TX
Wayne D. Miller — Midland, TX

Michael S. Morris — Azle, TX
William B. Mueller — Midland, TX
Marvin A. Munchrath — Lafayette, LA
William D. Neville — The Woodlands, TX
James F. O'Connell — Amarillo, TX
F. X. O'Keefe — Denver, CO
J. David Overton — Midland, TX
Sam H. Peppiatt — Houston, TX
Ronald W. Pritchett — Lone Tree, CO
John M. Rakowski — Florissant, CO
David L. Read — Highlands Ranch, CO
John C. Roberts — Bethany, OK
Deborah K. Sacrey — Weimar, TX
Vinton H. Sholl — San Antonio, TX
Joe H. Smith — Plano, TX
Stephen M. Smith — Houston, TX
William M. Smith — Oklahoma City, OK
Stephen A. Sonnenberg — Golden, CO
Charles J. Swize — Pattison, TX
C. Al Taylor, Jr. — Reston, VA
Richard W. Thompson, Jr. — Plano, TX
James Travillo — Oxford, MS
Scott A. Wainwright — Metairie, LA
William G. Watson — Midland, TX
Robert E. Webster — Irving, TX
Melanie K. Westergaard — Golden, CO
Clifford J. Williams — Mandeville, LA
Mark A. Worthey — McKinney, TX
James M. Zotkiewicz — Metairie, LA

 Investor – $100
Richard C. Blackwell — Midland, TX
E. Bernard Brauer — Corpus Christi, TX
Monty J. Gist — Midland, TX
Robert W. Maxwell, Jr. — Corpus Christi, TX
Michael F. McKenzie — Lafayette, LA
Edward B. Picou, Jr. — New Orleans, LA
Thomas A. Tucker — Houston, TX
H. Vaughan Watkins, Jr. — Madison, MS

Scout – $50
Orville R. Berg — Shreveport, LA
Martin M. Cassidy — Cypress, TX
Michael L. Douglas — Houston, TX
Leonard S. Fowler — Richardson, TX
William R. Guffey — Dallas, TX
James M. Hancock, Jr. — Meadows Place, TX
Steven R. Lockwood — Austin, TX
Michael E. Lucente — Corpus Christi, TX
Brandon B. Matherne — Covington, LA
Eric L. Michaelson — Midland, TX
W. Mark Rush — Houston, TX
George D. Severson — New Orleans, LA
Gerrit Wind — Houston, TX
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“WORKING LOCALLY– THINKING GLOBALLY” 

An energy services firm with dedication to industry ethics,  

quality workmanship with a proven record of performance. 

 Giving you the edge in any situation!  

WWW.GLOBAL-ENERGYLLC.COM 
2250 N. Rock Rd,  Ste. 148, Wichita, KS 67226             620.224.1281-Office 
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 PRESIDENT'S COLUMN CONTINUED

In 2005, when one of the many bot-
toms fell out, my hours were cut back 
and life as an independent began. I was 
concerned and scared, but my husband 
and fellow SIPES member, David, whom 
many of you know, saw it as a golden 
opportunity. Shiels Engineering, Inc. 
was born. He came onboard shortly 
thereafter, and we’ve never looked back. 
I had to be pushed outside my comfort 
zone to recognize the whole experience 
as an opportunity. Thirty-two years later 
I still consult for Michael Shelby, along 
with several other great individuals and 
small companies. David is a passionate 
geologist who left oil and gas in the ‘80s 
for hydro-geology and environmental. 

Again, at the time it was scary, but 
ended up being a great experience that 
gave us more tools for our indepen-
dent’s tool belt.

SIPES and our like-minded earth sci-
ence friends have become an integral 
part of our life and career. Earth science 
is an outlook and a perspective. We are 
here to support each other and future 
members of our profession. My goal this 
year is to go to chapter meetings and to 
communicate openly with our members 
in order to better serve their needs. I feel 
that we have lost some sight of our mis-
sion to serve the independent earth sci-
ence community and to mentor young 
people coming into the field. I have the 

advantage of being near Dallas and am 
fortunate to work closely with Katie and 
Phyllis at headquarters. This year’s 
Board Members are listed on the last 
page of this Quarterly. We need a direc-
tor to represent each chapter on the 
Board. That way you all have a voice and 
will know what we’re working on and 
how you can help. Chris Reed is our new 
At-Large Director. He is very enthusias-
tic and plans to communicate regularly 
with his at-large members.

 I look forward to a great year.
 With all my best wishes, 

 Carol
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

In accordance with the SIPES Constitution, By-Laws & Code of Ethics, the following announcement 
of new members unanimously approved by the SIPES Membership Committee during the last quarter is 
printed below.

Any member in possession of information which might possibly disqualify an applicant is asked to sub-
mit this information to the secretary of the society (John H. Newberry) within thirty days of this publication. 
To be considered, this information should be in writing and bear the writer's name. If this information is 
received within thirty days after the publication of the applicant's name, the SIPES Board of Directors must 
reconsider its previous approval of the applicant. The board's action, after consideration of such new infor-
mation, shall be final.

Barry J. Rava, National Membership Committee

SIPES No. Name Chapter

LTD Robert S. Nail Midland

3526 Byron A. Bachschmid Midland M. Miller W. Creech F. Behnken

3527 Richard A. Standridge Midland B. Graham B. Mueller S. Burleson

3528 Sharma VC Dronamraju Houston L. Sternbach C. Sternbach S. Goetz

3529 Kathleen I. Barclay Dallas

3530 David B. Williamson Dallas

3531 Cecilia B. McCann Houston R. Killian J. Allen G. Adcock

Sponsors

Reciprocal  - DPA

Reciprocal  - DPA

Reciprocal  - DPA



DALLAS
The Dallas Chapter had an excellent 

luncheon talk in April from Richard 
Denne of TCU titled  “The Effect of 
Regional Depositional Episodes on 
Unconventional Production of the Eagle 
Ford-Woodbine System.” Dr. Denne 
discussed nine episodes related to trans-
gressive/regressive cycles, erosion of 
the adjacent Sabine and Ouachita uplifts 
and bottom-water oxygen levels.

In May, James Wallace, a career petro-
physicist with Wallace International, 
LLC, joined us to speak about 
“Evaluating the San Andres Residual 
Oil Zone (ROZ) Play Using Traditional 
Logs.” He shared a petrophysical model 
he has built to identify depositional envi-
ronments, heterogeneity and perm/
porosity distributions that are indicative 
of bypassed pay making them horizontal 
drilling targets. Mr. Wallace presented 
cores and adjacent drilling results to 
compare different horizons to his model.

In June, we gathered at Luna de Noche 
in Plano for our “Independents’ Day” 
evening dinner social. We had great 

attendance and got to catch up with our 
friends’ wives and families in a friendly 
atmosphere. It was a great send off for 
our summer break. We’ll see you again 
the third Tuesday of September at 
Prestonwood Country Club. 
 Don Muth

 Chairman


Chapter News

At the Independents' Day social are (L to R) 
Bob and Mary Lee Cooksey, and Marius 
and Carole Popa.

A Few more of the Highlights from 
the SIPES 2018 Convention 

in Santa Fe    New Mexico!

Enjoying the Post-Convention Field Trip are Carol Shiels, Ken 
Huffman and J. L. Jones.

Sherilyn Calhoun with Melinda and Jack Naumann

James Henderson and Pat Gratton Pam and Bob Leibrock

SIPES National Treasurer John Stephens with Dallas Chapter Members 
Bob Cannon and Michael Adams.
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 CHAPTER NEWS CONTINUED

CORPUS CHRISTI
Randy Bissell, geoscience advisor to 

Headington Energy Partners, LLC in 
Corpus Christi, was our April speaker.  

His topic was “Out-
crop Based 2-D Seis-
mic Modeling of the 
Permian Wolfcamp ‘B’ 
to Recognize and 
Select Facies for Hor-
izontal Targeting in 
the Central Midland 
Basin — Using GXII 

2-D Modeling Software and Permian 
Brushy Canyon Formation.”

A small project was undertaken in late 
2016 to quickly establish the relative 
value of owned acreage in light of a com-
petitor’s Wolfcamp B exploitation pro-
gram just a few sections away in the 
Midland Basin. Multi-client 3-D seismic 
was available for purchase and it was 
deemed to provide structural and strati-
graphic perspective to the limited well 
control. Once the 3-D data were loaded 
and through the interpretation process 
and well-ties, the post-stack reflection 
seismic (mig) data indicated that the 
preferred Wolfcamp B target zones were 
observable on the seismic as subtle geo-
metric features. With closer study and 
detailed mapping, duration attributes 
were selected that showed variations 
across the study area relating to the pre-
ferred target facies.

In order to demonstrate the reliability 
of seismic line and map view observa-
tions to management, a simple 2-D seis-
mic model was constructed using Ion’s 
(previously GX Technology) GXII soft-
ware, which has been unavailable com-
mercially for several years. The between 
the well stratigraphy was created relying 
on the detailed Permian Brushy Canyon 
outcrop panoramas from Zelt and 
Rossen, et al., later released by Exxon.  
The model was then filled-in with rock 
properties from nearby wells. The seis-
mic data was interrogated for a suitable 
matching wavelet and the final output 
model matched the observed geometries 

on the seismic line demonstrably. The 
results informed our decision on acre-
age.

This method was familiar to the author 
because those same outcrop illustrations 
had previously been utilized in develop-
ing seismic look-alikes for Gulf of 
Mexico and West Africa exploration.  
Now inaccessible, the Brushy Canyon 
field area between Guadalupe Peak and 
Van Horn, Texas, contain excellent 
exposures of a submarine fan/channel 
system. Panoramas are contained within 
Field Guide for AAPG Hedberg Field 
Research Conference — April 15-20, 
1999, Deep-Water Sandstones, Brushy 
Canyon Formation, West Texas, 
American Association of Petroleum 
Geologists Continuing Education 
Course Note Series #40.

In May, we were 
pleased to welcome 
Tom Ewing, #1610, 
Frontera Exploration 
Consultants, San 
Antonio, Texas back to 
Corpus. Tom talked 
about “A Tale of Two 
Superbasins: Compar-

ative Basinology in the Northern Gulf of 
Mexico and the West Texas (Permian) 
Basins.”

Texas contains large parts of two of 
the worlds ‘super basins,’ the Northern 
Gulf of Mexico Basin and the Permian 
Basin. Comparison of the hydrocarbon 
systems and geometries of these com-
plex postrift subsidence basins of the 
Gulf Coast/Gulf of Mexico yield useful 
insights for basin evolution and play 
development. The West Texas basin, a 
complex intracratonic basin of Paleozoic 
age, contains source rocks in the 
Ordovician and Devonian, but much 
generation comes from Late 
Mississippian, Pennsylvanian and 
Permian basinal sediments. These were 
deposited in a poorly ventilated remnant 
basin during compression and strike-slip 
of the Ancestral Rocky Mountains orog-
eny, and subsidence of the intracratonic 

Permian Basin. Maturation resulted 
from Permian intracratonic subsidence, 
with hydrocarbons sealed from later 
leakage by late Permian salt and a fortu-
nate tectonic setting. By contrast, in the 
Northern Gulf of Mexico Basin, a com-
plex passive margin basin with major 
salt-related structuring, the major 
Jurassic source rocks of the Gulf basins 
are at the base of the postrift subsidence, 
and are matured by further subsidence.  
Later Cretaceous source rocks (Eagle 
Ford) are mature in the main Gulf basin, 
but again lie near the bottom of the thick 
Cenozoic sedimentary package in the 
area. The younger Cenozoic shelf-mar-
gin succession yields mostly gas formed 
during outbuilding of the shelf margin 
by Cenozoic deltaic progradation. No 
cap is present on the basin (except for 
subsalt plays), and seepage is wide-
spread.

From these two basins the following 
criteria for a superbasin are proposed: 
Prolific production and/or reserves 
identified; multiple source rock inter-
vals at different levels of the basin; com-
plex structuring yielding diverse, migra-
tion pathways, traps and play concepts; 
and regional high-quality seals.

Phil Plant was our 
June speaker. Phil is a 
partner in Herndon 
Plant Oakley Ltd. in 
Corpus Christi. We 
always enjoy and learn 
a lot from Phil’s pre-
sentations. This month 
he discussed the likeli-

hood that the U.S. will experience a sig-
nificant market correction, given the 
scope and significance of many recent 
events such as restructuring NAFTA, 
the North Korean Summit, and tariffs. 
His insights are always timely and inter-
esting.
 Dawn Bissell

 Secretary


Randy Bissell

Tom Ewing

Phil Plant
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 CHAPTER NEWS CONTINUED

DENVER 
Special thanks go to Neil Sharp, vice 

chairman and program chairman, for 
identifying a quality lineup of speakers 
for the SIPES luncheons this past quar-
ter. With the summer starting, conflict-
ing national conferences, and vacations, 
only two luncheons were planned. 

For the April program, John Frederick 
of Red Leaf Energy presented a talk on 
“How Seismic Expression of Eolian 
Sandstone ‘Build and Fill’ Deposition 
Stimulates the Search for New Reserves 
in the Minnelusa Oil Play, Powder River 
Basin, Wyoming.” His co-author is 
Steven Fryberger of Steven Fryberger 
Petroleum, LLC. 

Early exploration for Minnelusa fields 
used seismic data but, it relied on the 
identification of high amplitude negative 
impedance integrated with existing well 
control. During this period, many high 
amplitude anomalies were drilled based 
upon 2D seismic data, most often with-
out a clear understanding of the regional 
and sub-regional sandstone depositional 
trends. Even the early 3D seismic sur-
veys which focused mostly on a produc-
ing area were inadequate for imaging the 
targeted sands in context with the adja-
cent eolian bodies or the erosional trap-
ping facies. Eventually, more expansive 
3D surveys allowed for better mapping 
of the eolian reservoirs and trapping 
configurations, the result was an 
improved understanding of the complex 
relationship of the stacked eolian sand-
stones. Fryberger and Hern (AAPG 
Poster, AAPG-RMS, July 2014) pro-
posed the terminology “build-and-fill” 
to describe the geometric approach to 

the analysis of global eolian hydrocarbon 
reservoirs. The model depicts the details 
of how younger dune complexes are 
often deposited on the flanks of the 
underlying sandstones. Depending on 
sandstone thicknesses and the seismic 
frequency spectrum bandwidth, these 
data may be capable of imaging offset 
dune complexes and improve the chanc-
es of economic success in areas of sparse 
well control. 

John Frederick has been actively 
exploring and developing the Permian 
Minnelusa eolian sandstone reservoirs 
since the late 1970s. His efforts have led 
him to look for ways to best optimize 
seismic acquisition techniques, data pro-
cessing parameters, and the integration 
of geology and geophysics to economi-
cally explore and develop reserves. John 
has a B.S. degree in physics from 
Colorado College. He joined Western 
Geophysical where he conducted seis-
mic field acquisition operations and data 
processing. He later was employed by 
McAdams, Roux and Associates in 
Denver as an exploration geophysicist; 
there he focused primarily on the 
Paradox and Powder River Basins. After 
exploration management roles at 
Ampolex USA, Inc. and Westech Energy 
Corp., John founded Red Leaf Energy to 
provide geophysical consulting services 
to the oil and gas industry. 

The June luncheon featured Jim 
Granath with a presentation titled 
“African Transcontinental Shear 
Systems as Models of Intraplate Block 
Faulting: A New Way to look at the 
Ancestral Rockies or Laramide uplifts?” 
His co-author is Bill Dickson. 

Common within continents are arrays 
of fault blocks that are generally far from 
the plate margins. These types of fea-
tures have occurred at least twice in 
North America: 1) the Ancestral Rocky 
Mountains of the late Paleozoic which 
stretch from the edge of the Ouachita 
Orogenic Belt in the southern Oklahoma 
aulacogen to northern Colorado, and 2) 
the Laramide block uplifts which over-
lap them and stretch from Mexico to 
Montana. Both of these were compres-
sive systems in the forelands of orogenic 
belts. Comparable areas of extensional 
basins can be loosely aligned in belts; the 

failed arms of two, plate triple junctions 
in Africa are good examples, e.g., the 
East African Rift System and the Central 
African Rift and Shear Systems. To one 
degree or another, the geometries of 
these arrays involve transfer faults that 
connect individual elements of the sys-
tems as both intra- and inter-basinal 
faults which exploit pre-existing defects 
in the crystalline basement, pre-existing 
lineaments, or basement-terrain bound-
aries. In some cases, at their extreme, 
these transfer fault systems assume 
impressive proportions and constitute 
regional mega-shears. Many details of 
their geometry mimic wrench fault sys-
tems, but only insofar as they accommo-
date the net extension or compression of 
the overall system. They do not neces-
sarily display a consistent sense of offset 
or accumulate much net strike-slip off-
set like plate transforms. Jim demon-
strated how these systems work and how 
they are related to potential petroleum 
occurrences for both conventional and 
unconventional development. 

Jim Granath is a petroleum explora-
tion consultant in Denver. He worked 
for Conoco before its merger with 
Phillips, in research and in international 
and new ventures projects, before 
becoming a consultant in 1999. He was 
employed by Forest International and 
Midland Valley Exploration, both in 
Denver. He holds B.S. and M.S. degrees 
in geology from the University of 
Illinois, Champaign-Urbana and a Ph.D. 
in structural geology from Monash 
University, Australia.
 Jerry Cuzella

 Secretary


John Frederick of Red 
Leaf Energy presented 
a talk in April.

Jim Granath, petroleum exploration consul-
tant in Denver, presented the June talk.
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 CHAPTER NEWS CONTINUED

FORT WORTH
The Fort Worth Chapter opened our 

April luncheon at the Fort Worth 
Petroleum Club on April 4th. Our speak-
ers from U.S. Trust provided a summary 
of its view of the oil and gas industry. 
Ramsay Slugg discussed estate planning 
in general, and techniques which are 
especially appropriate for those in the oil 
and gas business. Changes made by the 
2017 Tax Act have impacted our indus-
try, and oil and gas consultants should 
be aware of these changes.

Ramsay Slugg is 
managing director and 
a national wealth plan-
ning strategist at U.S. 
Trust, Bank of Ameri-
ca Private Wealth 
Management. In this 
role, Ramsay assists in 
the preparation of 

financial, tax and estate planning solu-
tions for ultra-high net worth clients and 
their families. In addition, Ramsay keeps 
his clients informed of changes in the 
tax law and its effect on planning strate-
gies. Prior to joining U.S. Trust, he was 
the National Practice Director of Bank 
of America’s Philanthropic Management 
Group. He has also served as the Central 
Region Director of the Bank’s Charitable 
Management Services Group, and the 
Central Region Director of the Wealth 
Management Consulting Group. 
Ramsay was an adjunct professor at 
Texas Christian University and Texas 
A&M University College of Law, teach-
ing courses in introductory and advanced 
federal income and estate taxation.

Ramsay received his J.D. degree from 
the Ohio State University College of 
Law, and his undergraduate degree from 
Wittenberg University. Ramsay is admit-
ted to practice law in Texas, is a member 
of the State Bar of Texas, the American, 
Ohio, and Tarrant County Bar 
Associations, and the Tax and Estate 
Planning Section of the Tarrant County 
Bar (Chair, 1999-2000.) He is also the 
author of the Handbook of Practical 
Planning for Art Collectors and Their 
Advisors, published by the American 

Bar Association. He is a frequent speak-
er on tax and financial planning topics.

The co-speaker, Dennis Moon, is a 
managing director and the national sales 
executive within the Specialty Asset 
Management group at U.S. Trust, Bank 

of America Private 
Wealth Management. 
In this role he is 
responsible for build-
ing and managing the 
sales initiative inte-
grating the sophisti-
cated and disciplined 
investment approach-

es of Real Estate, Timberland, Farm & 
Ranch, Oil & Gas, Minerals and Private 
Business Group solutions across the 
nation. Prior to joining Bank of America, 
Dennis was the managing director at 
Wachovia Bank heading their Specialty 
Asset Management Group. 

Dennis graduated from Presbyterian 
College with a degree in business man-
agement, and from the Executive 
Management Program at the University 
of Virginia.

The final luncheon of the season for 
the Fort Worth Chapter started with our 
outgoing chairman, Dan Earl Duggan, 
giving his final welcome to the crowd at 
the Fort Worth Petroleum Club. Our 
membership chair, Michael Morris pre-
sented Hen-Chen (HC) Lee with his 
membership certificate. Welcome to 
SIPES Fort Worth, HC.

The May lecture was titled 
“Hydrocarbon Traps associated with 
Upper Wilcox Canyons, Mid-Gulf 

Coast, Texas” by 
Frank Cornish, #3128.

Three types of 
hydrocarbon traps 
occur along the pre-
dominantly shale filled 
Upper Wilcox (Early 
Eocene) canyons in 
Dewitt, Goliad, Victor-

ia, and Lavaca Counties, TX:
 

1) Regional Upper Wilcox sands 
trapped (unconformably) against the 
shale filled canyon wall, 

2) Meandering channel sands within 
the shale canyon fill, 

3) Canyon fill sands associated with 
the final phase of canyon fill and initial 
phase of the return to regional deltaic 
sedimentation (regression).

These are listed in economically sig-
nificant order. Poor production does not 
eliminate a trap type from consideration 
in exploration, as these wells can be con-
sidered “show” wells and reduce the 
risk of hydrocarbon presence.

Frank has been the president of 
Imagine Resources from 2003 to the 
present, where he currently focuses on 
South Texas Wilcox sands. He also has 
prospected in Oklahoma. Prior to start-
ing Imagine Resources, he was an explo-
ration geologist with Yuma Exploration, 
Suemaur Exploration, Texas Oil and 
Gas and Getty Oil. Frank has a B.S. in 
geology from LSU and an M.A. in geol-
ogy from the University of Texas.

Our 2017-18 season has come to a 
close, and accolades to our officers for 
the time, energy, and effort that they 
have given. 

Chairman, Dan Earl Duggan
Vice Chair/Program Dir., Tom Zadick
Treasurer, Bob Leibrock
Membership Chair, Michael Morris
Secretary, Monte Meers

 Monte Meers
 Secretary



Ramsay Slugg

Dennis Moon

Membership Chair Michael Morris (left) 
presenting HC Lee with his membership 
certificate.

Frank Cornish
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HOUSTON
Steve Adcock introduced the speaker 

of our April meeting, Chris Ross from 
Harris Drill Techniques. The talk was 
on “Machine Learnings - Neural 
Networks and Seismic Attributes.” The 
talk was a comparison of popular neural 
network classification schemes with the 
results over a shallow oil field. Using 
both supervised and unsupervised neu-
ral to help define the play concept is a 
large part of the application. Neural 
networks can be used to synthesize mul-
tiple seismic attributes into a single attri-
bute. The key is choosing the right seis-
mic attributes to begin as related to the 
regional geology/geophysics and then to 
calibrate these to the offset wells.

In this play they are exploring for shal-
low oil at depths of 2,100-2,300 feet. 
The Catahoula is the primary produc-
tive interval lower Tertiary in age locat-
ed between the Het and Frio formations, 
24-87 feet in gross thickness, with 30-36 
% porosity, low acoustic impedance and 
oil is trapped in three-way dip closed 
anticlines. The EUR is 70 million bbls.

The seismic attributes used to start 
with are as follows:

Full Stack   Poisson’s Ratio Scaled
Nears          Enhanced Gradient
Fars            Absorption Quality Factor
Some of the techniques used in deter-

mining the best attributes to use are 
Principle Component Analysis and 
Cross-Plotting. Other attributes to con-
sider using are related to AVO, Textural 
and Instantaneous attributes. We are 
trying to determine which seismic attri-
bute has the highest correlation to the 
Catahoula oil sand characteristics. 

Neural Networks (NN) were then 
used to help choose which combination 
of seismic attributes is best for discrimi-
nating producing reservoir rocks. The 
choices to use NN are Supervised NN 
used with Well control or Unsupervised 
NN used without Well control? 
Supervised NN wins with the match 
with the Wells. Relative probability 
helps ID false positive AVO anomalies. 
One conclusion is to always test the cor-
relations of the seismic attributes to well 
control. Opendtect software was used in 
making the interpretation. Unsupervised 
NN can be used to infer gross geology, 

used with unconventional and with car-
bonates. 

The presentation for the May meeting 
was done by Maker Space. Bill Bippus 
opened the meeting.

Steve Adcock introduced the technical 
presenter from Chevron, Lisa Goggan. 
The title of her presentation was 
“Exploring Interpretive Uncertainty in 
Virtual Stratigraphic Systems.” 
Chevron’s approach is numerical mod-
eling at 10 hz seismic resolution, sub-
salt for geological reservoir prediction. 
In the subsalt environment, they are 
looking for idealized seismic responses.

Modeling research of fluvial dominat-
ed deltaic sedimentation requires grain 
size and fluids as only inputs. Everything 
else is published. Several questions 
included, “Why do frequency and scale 
matter?” and “What influences reflec-
tivity?” Impedance responses depend 
on changes in lithology and rock proper-
ties including velocity and density, not 
frequency. What does seismic resolution 
allow and what are the model limita-
tions, were additional questions.
 Allan Kean

 Secretary


LAFAYETTE
Our April meeting had a last-minute 

speaker change due to the boss of our 
original speaker flying in from Europe 
for a one-day meeting on the same day as 
our luncheon! Murphy’s law in action 
once again. Our vice chair is a woman 
who always thinks quick on her feet and 
takes decisive action and this occasion 
was no exception. She contacted James 
Willis who was kind enough to drop 
what he was doing and give the SIPES 
group a great talk on a “Comparative 
Analysis of Weld Formation: Examples 
from the Gulf of Mexico and Other 
Provinces.” He reminded us that welds 
are structural/stratigraphic elements 
that record the juxtaposition of formerly 
separated geologic units. Although their 
importance in salt-related petroleum 
systems (especially the Gulf of Mexico 
basin) is well established, welds exist in 

a far more diverse geologic environ-
ment. He proceeded in showing us 
examples of welds caused by shale flow-
age during folding and the resulting 
transfer of material from flank to core. 
He also had examples of welds that 
formed in sand injectite domains, igne-
ous environments and carbonate sys-
tems. Dr. Willis is an adjunct professor 
of geology at the University of Louisiana 

at Lafayette and travels the world giving 
continuing education courses to the oil 
and gas industry.

Our May meeting has traditionally 
been a full day of fun. SIPES member 
John Duplantis, #2139, continues to do 
an excellent job in organizing a sporting 
clays tournament at the Wilderness Gun 
Club. This event kicks off in the morn-
ing with door prizes and bragging rights

(Continued)
April guest speaker 
James Willis.

Enjoying crawfish at the Wilderness Gun 
Club.
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being distributed by about noon. Quality 
Energy Services has been kind enough 
for the last couple of years to serve up 
delicious hamburgers for lunch. The 

folks at the Wilderness Gun Club have 
been generous enough to allow us to 
come back at about happy hour (in 
Lafayette it is usually more than a single 

hour) for refreshments, boiled crawfish 
and grilled rib eye steaks. Precision 
Wireline does a great job in the grilling 
department, and SIPES member David 
Bieber, #2394, (who is a commercial 
crawfish farmer and processor on the 
side) does an excellent job in supplying 
and boiling the select crawfish. This is 
our main recruiting event for prospec-
tive new members and we try to invite as 
many as we can. As usual a good time 
was had by all! 

In closing, I want to congratulate our 
newest members, Barry Gidman and 
Nick Repar in joining our society. Both 
are highly respected Lafayette explora-
tionists who were long-time Stone 
Energy geos.
 King Munson

 Chairman


Lunch after the sporting clays tournament in May.

MIDLAND
Our April speaker was Scott W. 

Tinker. His talk was titled “The 
Complex Paradox of Shale.” Production 
from shale reservoirs in the U.S. and 
Canada has changed the global energy 
landscape. Yet shale reservoirs remain 
enigmatic. Industry analysts debate 
whether shale producers lose money or 
make money, but few would argue that 
the North American economy has ben-
efited significantly from shale produc-
tion. Studies show that ultimately recov-
erable resources of shale are massive, 
yet ultimate production from shale given 
current technology represents less than 
10% of the resource in place. The envi-
ronmental impacts from shale develop-
ment are real, yet CO2 emissions in the 
U.S. have decreased faster than those of 
any major nation on Earth, thanks large-
ly to shale gas replacing coal in power 
generation. The politics of shale are 
complex, with some governments, 
NGOs, and industries in strong support 
and others in strong resistance. The 
complex interplay of these paradoxical 
realities underscores the challenges 
inherent in predicting the global future 
of shale.

In May, our speaker was Bob Hall, 
Texas State Senator, District 2. His talk 
was titled “The Electric Grid in Texas.” 
Electronics permeate American life. 
And if the electricity that powers those 
devices were lost, many Americans 
would be lost too. Today, electricity is 
the third most important thing for sus-
taining life, behind only air and water, 
said State Senator Bob Hall, 
R-Edgewood. If the U.S. were to lose all 
electricity for 11 to 18 months, he told 
SIPES Members, studies show that 90 
percent of the population would be lost. 
“We’d go back to the 1800s. No one 
knows how to plant tomatoes or pota-
toes anymore,” he said. He explained 
that the loss of electricity would elimi-

nate everything from transportation and 
the ability to deliver food, water and 
medical supplies, to communications. 
Hall is discussing the subject because he 
sees a rising threat to electric grids 
around the world from electromagnetic 
pulses. “What’s concerning today is the 
geopolitical atmosphere, and our reli-
ance on electronic technology,” he said. 
Hall, an Air Force veteran, began his 
active career as a systems engineer help-
ing develop the Minuteman Missile 
System. He said the damage EMPs can 
cause to electric grids was discovered in 
the 1960s when both the United States 
and Russia conducted nuclear bomb 
tests in the atmosphere. He told his 
audience that Russia and China both 
possess electromagnetic pulse technolo-
gy and that the technology has been 
leased to Iran and North Korea. All four 
nations have the use of EMPs to wipe 
out America’s electric grids as part of 
their military protocol, he said. Natural 
causes, primarily in the form of coronal 
mass ejections, better known as sun 
spots, he said. He said Earth narrowly 
missed a massive event in July 2012, and 
NASA puts the odds of a future threat at 
12 percent. And yet, he said, few steps

(Continued)

State Senator Bob Hall (right) spoke at the 
May lunch meeting.
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have been taken to protect the commer-
cial electric grid from such attacks. The 
nation’s military has taken steps, but he 
pointed out that the military relies on 
the commercial grid for 95 percent of its 
of the leaders of the power companies to 
not address the seriousness of the issue. 
“Texas’ electric grid is virtually isolat-
ed, with the Electric Reliability Council 
of Texas covering 85 percent of the 
state. 

“If the federal government won’t do 
it, it’s up to Texas to step up. The cost 
to Texans is extraordinary,” he said He 
added, “we’re always talking about 
Texas being the place to do business. I 
can’t think of a better situation, if the 
lights go out, than to say ‘but they’ll be 
back on in Texas.’ I think businesses 
would move here if that were the case.”

(By Mella McEwen, MRT.com/
Midland Reporter-Telegram).

At our June meeting, David Godsey, 
SVP of Exploration and Geology at 
Energen. His talk was titled “How 
Accurate Are Our Logs … and What Do 
We Really Know About Them?” In the 
oil and gas industry, our data - the acqui-
sition, quality control, analysis and 
interpretation – has always been critical 

to our success (and failure). Perhaps 
now, in our “Big Data” world, with large 
volumes of data and high-speed comput-
ing software, a common-sense and prac-
tical understanding of the limits of our 
data is more important than ever. In 
today’s fast-paced environment of prop-
erty evaluations, prospects, horizontal 
plays, hot lease plays, mergers and 
acquisitions, a brief review of our stan-
dard wireline logging suites with their 
inherent accuracies and resolutions is a 
good – and almost scary - reminder of 
the true limits of the data we are dealing 
with on a day-to-day basis. Understanding 
our log data, and keeping the true limits 
of that data in mind, are integral to mak-
ing solid and well-founded decisions in 
every aspect of our business.
 George Friesen

 Secretary


June guest speaker David Godsey.
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NEW ORLEANS
The New Orleans Chapter held its 

Third Annual Membership Drive 
Crawfish Boil at the Harbor Bar and 
Grill in Metairie. The event was held 
outside, the weather cooperated, and 61 
members, affiliates and guests attended. 
To date, we have had one new member 
applicant from the Crawfish Boil.

Our annual dinner event was held on 
May 18 at Andrea’s Restaurant in 
Metairie. This event included spouses 
and guests. 

As we close out the current term, the 
New Orleans Chapter has 75 members 
and affiliates, an increase of eight mem-
bers and one affiliate from this time last 
year. We take a summer break with no 
monthly lunch meeting in June, July and 
August. We are continually improving 
our website and now are posting videos 
of past speakers. Our next regular lunch 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
September 18 at Andrea’s Restaurant.

Louis Lemarié will continue as chap-
ter chair, joined by Vice Chair Cliff 
Williams and Treasurer Eric 

Broadbridge. Candidates are being 
sought to serve as chapter secretary and 
national director.

                Eric Broadbridge, Treasurer
               Cliff Williams, Vice Chairman



SAN ANTONIO
John A. Brett III, #2649, spoke in 

April on “Theory, Application, 
Discovery: From OGCS Talk to Drilling 
to Production!” He said that at a 2004 
Oklahoma City Geological Society 
(OCGS) luncheon meeting he attended, 
Ted Beaumont’s presentation unexpect-
edly unlocked a way to calculate the 
potential oil column of a low permeabil-
ity. This resulted in the patience to drill 
“one more well” in the Lansing reser-
voir in the Hugoton Embayment. Mr. 
Beaumont’s presentation explained how 
capillary pressures and buoyancy pres-
sure are related, and even measurable. 
His presentation showed the field devel-
opment history and the impact of the 
application on developing additional 
reserves.

Mr. Brett graduated from Oklahoma 
State University in 1984 with a B.S. in 
geology and began his career in oil and 
gas exploration for Leeman Energy 
Corporation in Oklahoma City. He was 

later employed by Carl E. Gungoll 
Exploration for four years as a prospect-
ing geologist. In 1994, he formed Brett 
Exploration, LLC to provide geological 
and geophysical consulting services, as 
well as prospect generation and market-
ing. For the last sixteen years he has 
been on retainer with Raydon 
Exploration, Inc., focusing on oil and gas 
exploration and development, primarily 
in the Mid-Continent. In January of 
2016, he began Jasper Energy, LC to 
explore and develop the Mid-Continent. 

He currently serves as president of the 
Oklahoma City Geological Society, and 
he recently served as a director of the 
Boone Pickens School of Geology 
Alumni Advisory Committee at 
Oklahoma State University.

In May, San Antonio Chapter Chair 
Tom Fett, led a discussion of “where 
we’ve been/where we’re going” for our 
chapter. Tom Fett and several active 
members led the discussion. Tom is 
resigning as chapter chair in July and

(Continued)

Attendees of the May discussion on the past and future of the San Antonio Chapter.

The Third Annual Membership Drive Crawfish Boil was held at the Harbor Bar and Grill in 
Metairie.

18  SIPES QUARTERLY



 CHAPTER NEWS CONTINUED

took this opportunity to talk about his 
experience as chapter chair and the ben-
efits of membership. He also provided a 
document on the duties of each of the 
officers of the board of directors. Past 
Chapter Chair Stew Chuber, talked 
about the camaraderie he has enjoyed as 
a SIPES Member, and some of the ben-
efits he has received through the per-
sonal contacts he has made, and infor-
mation from talks and meetings that 
have helped him in his business.

On June 2, Stew Chuber hosted Spring 
Fling 2 near Atkins at Stew and his 
daughter’s ranch. BBQ, sides, and bev-
erages were provided by Stew. Members 
from Austin, Corpus Christi, and 

Houston were invited and several 
attended. Horses and 4-wheelers were 
available for adult fun.

In June, David Koger with Koger 
Remote Sensing in Fort Worth gave a 
talk on “Airphotos, Satellites, Drones: 
Helping out Up, Mid, and Downstream.” 
He said image data — from airplanes, 
satellites, or drones — are unique, inex-
pensive, easily used with common com-
puter setups, widely available, and they 
merge easily with maps and other data. 
Photogeology has led exploration for 
over 80 years, adding information where 
there otherwise isn't any, high grading 
areas and creating the structural frame-
work. Some of today's satellites are 

shoebox sized. 
Drones save us time 
and money too, 
doing dirty, danger-
ous, monotonous 
tasks. 

Dave Koger is a 
veteran and fre-
quent contributor to 
AAPG and SIPES 
events. His career in 
airborne and satel-
lite image analysis 
began in the private 
sector. That led to a 
research position at 

TCU, and his consulting practice 
evolved from that. His work has taken 
him to Costa Rica, Panama, Ecuador, 
Chile, Canada, Australia, Germany, 
France, London, Italy, and Africa. For a 
time, Dave chaired the non-profit 
Geosat Committee, a group of industry 
satellite data users that performed basic 
and applied research on various plat-
forms of remotely sensed image data. 
The Committee also advised NASA on 
new satellite designs and worked to 
ensure civilian/industry access to data. 
He has served several defense-related 
entities, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the National Cancer Institute, 
the Department of Energy, the American 
Farm Bureau, and several hundred oil 
and gas explorationists. 
 Doug McGookey

 Secretary


Barbecue and beverages were served at the Spring Fling 2 that was 
held at Stew Chuber's ranch near Atkins in June.

Dave Koger of Fort Worth spoke at the June 
meeting.

OKLAHOMA CITY
Our April speaker was Abram Barker, 

a master’s candidate from the University 
of Arkansas and recipient of a SIPES 
Foundation Scholarship in November. 
His topic was Clinoforms in Osage 
County, Oklahoma, which was also the 
topic of his thesis. Utilizing 3-D seismic, 
he was able to illustrate several large 
clinoforms and was able to determine 
their relationship to productive sand-
stones in Osage County.

We all gathered for our annual May 
barbecue event at “The Manor” in 
Edmond. This is a new venue recently 
opened at the refurbished Swisher 74 
Ranch, where we enjoyed tasty barbe-

cued meats prepared by SIPES member 
Terry Hollrah, #1920. Many thanks to 
Terry and Betty, and to everyone else 
that helped to make this an enjoyable 
event. We also presented a service 
appreciation award to our longtime 
Chapter Chairman Jim Franks, who has 
recently stepped down from the posi-
tion. Thank you, Jim for your longstand-
ing service to our organization.

We did not have a lunch meeting in 
June.
 Greg Riepl

 Chairman
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loaded it on our new Geoquest workstations, Greg Bunk and I 
were both panning through the data volume vertically and 
horizontally hunting for structural and stratigraphic complexi-
ty variation and that is when the “first big goose landed in the 
spread of past well decoys.” The structure was faulted by 
another fault, that no one had recognized in past structural 
interpretations, running enechelon to the large north–south 
trending down to the east fault. The bright spot that showed up 
on the upthrown side of that fault was amazing, and there was 
no significant amplitude on the downthrown side where the 
older well had produced several BCF in the past. 

When I found out that the acreage was in jeopardy of being 
lost, I ran down the hall to our district manager and told him 
we needed to save the lease because it looked like there was a 
great prospect there to be drilled immediately. The company 
almost immediately got a dozer out there and scraped of the 
location and the hunt was on. 

We brought one of our offshore guys in to supervise the well 
since there was a very good chance we would find something 
really good. The well was spudded very soon after building 
location. My mud logger called in to the house early in the AM 

one morning as we drilled into the Frio Nodosaria Sand. The 
“wild goose had set it wings and landed!!” His voice was shak-
ing. We had max gas of around 5,000 units with severe mud cut 
to 12.5 PPG, and the well was definitely talking to us. In his 
shaking voice he simply said, “I don’t know if we can hold this 
one!” The Greater Canadian wild goose was literally trying to 
take off! I had named this prospect Nodosaria “Greater.” After 
a couple of days of fighting the well and slowly building mud 
weight, the well (“the Greater Wild Goose”) was finally back 
under control. All the guys on location did a great job of keep-
ing the “goose from taking off.”

I had lined up the e-logging out of Liberty, Texas through 
Schlumberger, and I met the logging crew in the field to get a 
“triple combo” over the section we had encountered. Even 
though we had plenty of mud weight to hold the zone, the well 
and sand had still talked to us, strongly indicating that the sand 
was going to be something special as far as rock properties and 
pressure. The recently-trained, e-logging engineer was a young 
lady from China, and we communicated in broken English and 
sketched pictures as we prepared to log. Figure 3 shows what 
we encountered and what a “special wild goose” it was. As it 
came across the logging screen, the image was etched forever

(Continued)
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in my memory! 70’ of net gas/condensate pay with 1,000 ohm-
meters resistivity and an average of 30% density porosity; a 
magnificent Blocky Frio distributary channel full with 50’ net 
pay and 20’ of net pay in stringers of an overbank crevasse 
splay. Wow, we had really bagged a trophy wild goose on that 
shot. Oh, and as the 3D indicated, it was a new virgin pressure 
fault block.

After getting the pipe set to bottom it was time to complete 
the well. My company sent me to southeast Texas to witness 
and observe the perforation of the high-quality Frio Channel 
Sand. It was a very cold day on the Gulf Coastal Plain, hover-
ing just above freezing. We confirmed the perforation of the 
pipe by the sound conveyed up the pipe through conduction 
with headphones. The well was opened up and the fluid the 
well was loaded with began to unload and flow through the 
pipe going to the testing unit. The unloading fluid was warm 
through the pipe to my hands, and then the gas condensate 
“hit” and made it to the surface and almost froze my hand to 
the pipe as the “cool down effect” occurred. In fact, I called 
the office just as it actually started to snow in southeast Texas 
and let them know that the hydrocarbons were to the surface 

with a really dramatic cool down effect.
The testing was accomplished, and the technician generated 

charts and graphs and descriptions of the well’s ability to flow 
hydrocarbons. The technician generated a calculated absolute 
open flow (CAOF) value and brought me the results. He 
looked at it and wasn’t sure he had performed the calculation 
correctly and went through the process again. He brought it 
back and said, “no, this is the correct value,” but also said he 
had never seen one this high. Most of the time onshore, the 
CAOF values are between 2 MMCFD and say 80 MMCFD. I 
had seen a CAOF value for a Miocene well offshore once for 
450 MMCFD. The CAOF for this well calculated at 994,039 
MCFD (Figure 4). In other words, if this sand could have been 
brought to the surface and flowed unimpeded without con-
straint by a certain diameter of pipe to the atmosphere, it 
would have flowed at almost 1 BCFD; almost unbelievable 
flow characteristics; a near perfect sandstone reservoir; an 
example of some of the best subsurface sand on the planet.

Yep, this was some kind of trophy goose!
As time went on, my team and I kept hunting and drilled 

several other wells. Most were successful; it was a good hunt. 
In Figures 5 and 6 are two more special e-logs, and again these 
prospects were named after wild geese. The Oryx Sun Fee

(Continued)
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Figure 4.  Scout Ticket: SBLD Co. #12 (Greater Prospect); CAOF of 
994039 MCFD.
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wells were drilled on an unusual piece of real estate. The man-
ager of our district asked if there was another immediate idea 
to drill like the first one. I said yes, and we proceeded to get 
ready to drill another prospect. When land checked out the 
property, we discovered that we owned it “lock, stock, and bar-
rel.” We owned the surface and the minerals, and our income 
interest was somewhere around 97%; again, almost unbeliev-
able. There was another untested fault block to be drilled. 
There were also some “bright spots” at the top of the Frio in 
the Marginulina, as well as the good-looking Frio Nodosaria 
“bright spot.” We drilled through the upper Frio sands and 
stopped to set pipe right above the Nodosaria. When I logged 
the well, there were some really nice thinner gas sands in the 
Marginulina section as we had predicted. When pipe was being 
set, the cement flash set up inside the pipe well above the 
newly discovered sands, so we capped the well (the White 
Fronted Prospect), and skidded the rig slightly on the location 
pad and spudded the well again, knowing that we already had 
pay to drill out to and perforate later. Guess you could say we 
had that “goose in the bag.” The hunt was back on. We drilled 
through the Marg sands again, logged them and set pipe. Then 
we drilled into our main Frio Nodosaria target and we found 
the “big sand” again. This time we held it better from the start. 
We logged the well, and Figure 6 shows you what we found. 

We filled the Frio Distributary Channel Sand up again with 48’ 
of net gas/condensate pay, but the crevasse splay stringers 
were wet this time; apparently further down the Paleo struc-
ture of the original trapping anticline. Still a very nice wild 
goose! We set pipe, and from the annotations on the log you 
can see what a great well it made. We then drilled out the other 
well with the flash set cement and also made another excellent 
well.

All I can say is “what a wild goose chase that was, but we 
successfully bagged our game!” Thank you, Sun-Oryx, for 
sponsoring a great and profitable hunt. Those were great times 
in the Oil Patch!

Dennis Taylor was born on the Llano 
Estacado (palisaded plains) in the West Texas 
town of Levelland. Levelland Field is one of 
the largest oil fields on earth. His father, 
Raymond Taylor, worked for Amerada 
Geophysical Company, and so Dennis was 
"raised" in the petroleum industry. He was 
inspired at an early age by many different 
people associated with oil and gas, especially 

Tommy Southgate, an Amerada geologist/geophysicist from 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, to become a petroleum geologist.

Dennis has a full spectrum of geoscience experience that 
includes production, exploitation, and exploration for oil and 
gas reserves. For 37 years he has predominantly worked on the 
Texas and Louisiana Gulf Coast. In working for Sun Exploration 
and Production Company, Wagner Oil Company, Suemaur 
Exploration Company, and his independent company, Metate 
Minerals Inc., he has drilled and completed over 150 oil and 
gas wells ranging in depth from 1,500’ to 16,500’. Dennis has 
filed approximately 80 new field pay discoveries with the Texas 
Railroad Commission. Dennis formerly taught geology and 
earth science for nine years at Okeene Public Schools and 
Oklahoma State University.

Dennis is an AAPG Certified Professional Petroleum 
Geologist (#5177) and received his B.S. degree in geology 
from Oklahoma State University in 1974, and worked on his 
master’s degree in petroleum geology from 1981 until 1983.

Dennis is currently president and chief geologist for American 
Shoreline, Inc. American Shoreline is actively drilling wells in 
South Texas and participating in drilling ventures. Dennis is an 
avid outdoor enthusiast. He loves mountain climbing, cave 
exploring, mineral collecting, and SCUBA Diving. He consid-
ers himself a geologist and a naturalist and is a passionate out-
door photographer and underwater videographer. He is also a 
guitarist and a song writer.

Reprinted with permission from the Corpus Christi Geological 
Society, Life in the Patch series, May 1, 2011.
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Greetings to all 
SIPES Members. As 
this year’s president 
of the SIPES Founda-
tion, I thought it 
would be educational 
to present a brief 
summary of the his-

tory of the Foundation and the purpose 
it serves.

Before becoming involved with the 
SIPES Foundation, I always had some 
confusion about the difference between 
the SIPES Foundation, and the SIPES 
Cornerstone Group. Let me take just a 
second here to commend all of those 
who stepped up last year with support to 
the Cornerstone Group. Your contribu-
tions helped SIPES National regain its 
footing after suffering through the most 
recent industry “bust.”

So, what is the difference between the 
Cornerstone Group and the SIPES 
Foundation? I had always contributed to 
both, knowing it was going to a good 
cause, but not knowing exactly where 
my contribution was going. So, first 
about Cornerstone. Cornerstone was set 
up in 1994 to provide additional funding 
for the SIPES Organization. For those of 
you who remember, we were coming off 
a big boom, with a huge loss of man-
power to our industry. This also had an 
effect on most all of the professional 
societies. Cornerstone was set up by a 
dedicated group of SIPES Members 
wishing to help the SIPES National 
Organization through tough times. The 
Cornerstone Group provided an avenue 
for SIPES Members, on a voluntary 
basis, to contribute to SIPES finances in 
order for the Society to survive. Funds 

contributed to Cornerstone go directly 
to help with operations of the SIPES 
Organization.

What then, is the SIPES Foundation? 
The SIPES Foundation is a completely 
separate entity from the SIPES National 
Organization. The SIPES Foundation is 
a non-profit organization with its own 
tax ID number. The SIPES Foundation 
is a 501(c)(3), and contributions to the 
Foundation are tax deductible. So here’s 
a little history and a little about how we 
operate.

The SIPES Foundation was incorpo-
rated on December 29, 1981. Some of 
you may remember the founding Board 
of Directors: Wilbur C. Bradley, William 
Champion, Neal Clayton, Don Gifford, 
Jerome Ingels, Fred Oliver, Adam 
Sturlese, John Ruwwe and Joe H.W. 
Ward. The incorporators were Jerome 
Ingels, James Willmann and Mark 
Hanna. The mission of the SIPES 
Foundation is to perform the charitable, 
educational, and scientific purposes of 
SIPES. It does this through foundation 
seminars (which are usually held at the 
national convention). It distributes sci-
entific information through its film 
library, and recently has contributed to 
several publications, such as the trail 
guides for two national parks. “Listening 
to the Rocks” was printed for Guadalupe 
Mountains National Park and “A 
Walking Guide to the Geology of 
Carlsbad Cavern” was printed for 
Carlsbad Caverns National Park. But 
one of the biggest contributions from 
the Foundation has been in the form of 
scholarships to upper level undergradu-
ate, graduate and doctoral students seek-
ing degrees in the earth sciences. 

Contributing to the SIPES Foundation 
is a great way to support our up and 
coming geologists, engineers and geo-
physicists. Let me give a brief explana-
tion as to our scholarship selection pro-
cess. Applicants submit a detailed appli-
cation. The applications can be found on 
the SIPES website at www.sipes.org, 
under the Foundation tab.  All appli-
cants must be U.S. Citizens. On this 
application they are asked questions 
about their university, major status, 
grade point average, scholastic recogni-
tions, post graduate goals, marital sta-
tus, and financial resources, along with 
three letters of recommendation. The 
applications are then reviewed by a 
three-member board who rates each cat-
egory on a point system. The points for 
each category are totaled and rated by 
each board member, then the Foundation 
Vice President totals the points from the 
three board members to give the final 
ranking. The number of scholarships 
and amounts vary each year. Since 1981, 
the Foundation has awarded 251 schol-
arships to students from 64 different 
colleges and universities. This year we 
will be reviewing eleven applicants from 
nine different schools and distributing 
approximately $14,000 in scholarships.

If you would like to contribute to the 
SIPES Foundation, there is a line item 
on your national membership dues form, 
or you can send your contribution 
directly to SIPES at 4925 Greenville 
Avenue, Suite 1106, Dallas, Texas 
75206. Your contribution can be made 
as an honorarium or a memorial and is 
published in the SIPES Quarterly. 



Letter from the SIPES Foundation President — Michael R. Vasicek

SIPES Foundation
Investing in the Future 
of the Earth Sciences 

and the People who Practice Them
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$2,000 - $2,999

James A. Gibbs
In memory of Paul M. Strunk, #1869

SIPES Midland Chapter
Scholarship Endowment Fund



$1,000 - $1,999

William C. Burkett

William E. Hardie

Gary C. Huber

Roxana O. McGregor
In memory of M. Donald McGregor, #87

Patrick A. Nye


$500 - $599

David A. Eyler

Henry R. Hamman

Sally J. Meader-Roberts

David L. Read
Scholarship Endowment Fund

SIPES New Orleans Chapter
In memory of Arthur H. Johnson, 

#3153 & Willis E. Conatser, #1216

Joe T. Vaughn

Robert M. Wynne, Jr.


$300 - $399
Kenneth J. Huffman

Barry J. Rava
William M. Smith (OKC)



$200 - $299
Louis C. Bortz

In honor of Constance N. Knight, #3089

Garnet W. Brock
Lawrence H. Davis

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Ralph O. Kehle
In memory of Eric O. Kehle

Robert C. Leibrock
In memory of Nolan Hirsch, #475

Walter S. Light, Jr.
Marcus D. Maddox

H. Jack Naumann, Jr.
Ronald E. Neal

John H. Newberry
D. Craig Smith
Daniel L. Smith

Joe H. Smith
In memory of Elwin M. Peacock, #416

William M. Smith (Houston)
Scholarship Endowment Fund

Stephen A. Sonnenberg
In memory of Frank Sonnenberg, #1417

Charles J. Swize
C. Al Taylor, Jr.

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Michael R. Vasicek
In memory of Victor F. Vasicek, #766 

& Jack G. Elam, #124

Larry R. Wollschlager


$100 - $199
William C. Bahlburg
Richard S. Bishop

Scholarship Endowment Fund
in memory of John J. Amoruso, #335

Bruce M. Brady III
Scholarship Endowment Fund

William T. Brown, Jr.
Scholarship Endowment Fund

Stewart Chuber
Duncan D. Dubroff

In memory of Elwin M. Peacock, #416

Diane M. Finstrom
In memory of Anne Chuber & 

Arthur H. Johnson, #3153

Roger A. Freidline
David G. Griffin
David N. Grimes
W. Kenneth Hall
Scott G. Heape

Edward W. Heath
Gary P. Huffman
Alfred James III

John E. Kimberly
Constance N. Knight

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Robert H. Marshall
Michael F. McKenzie

Jim P. Miller

James F. O’Connell
J. David Overton

Arthur J. Pansze, Jr.
Scholarship Endowment Fund

Edward B. Picou, Jr.
John M. Rakowski

Charles D. Schmidt
Vinton H. Sholl

In memory of John E. Hankey, #2548

Jeffry A. Smith
In memory of Joe C. Neal, #1436

Richard W. Thompson, Jr.
Richard O. Williams



$50 - $99
George M. Carlstrom
Jene C. Darmstetter
Leonard S. Fowler
Eduardo Gonzales

Andrew Harper
Steve H. Hill

A. Darryl James
In memory of Laurence E. Gnagy, #303

Larry L. Jones
Jack F. Minor

Robert E. Pledger
Eddie W. Rhea

David B. Roberts
John R. von Netzer
Scott A. Wainwright

Melanie K. Westergaard
Richard Wilkerson





SIPES Foundation Donors — August 1, 2017 to August 1, 2018
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Please consider making a contribution to the SIPES Foundation.
The SIPES Foundation gratefully accepts all donations and acknowledges these contributions with a letter. Due to limited 

space in the newsletter, we are unable to list gifts under $50. Please remember the SIPES Foundation in your estate plans.

IN MEMORIAM

Marion E. Spitler, #1871
of Dallas, Texas

who died on August 9, 2018

 SIPES 2019 Convention — June 3-6

Estes Park


Colorado



2018-2019
SIPES

Officers

SIPES
Directors

SIPES Vision Statement

To be the pre-eminent organization for furthering
the professional and business interests

of independent practitioners of the earth sciences.
In achieving this vision, emphasis will be placed on

(1) professional competence,
(2) professional business ethics, and
(3) presenting a favorable, credible
and effective image of the Society.

     
     Adopted by the SIPES Board of Directors
     September 21, 1996

President ....................................Carol M. Shiels ..................................................Dallas

Vice President .............................Barry J. Rava ...................................................Houston

Vice President of
   National Energy ......................Dawn S. Bissell .......................................Corpus Christi

Secretary ...................................John H. Newberry .............................................. Austin

Treasurer ...................................John R. Stephens ................................................Dallas

Jeffrey L. Allen ............................NAPE/Nominating Committee ..........................Houston

Gregg S. Alletag ........................Conventions/Chap. Participation ........... Oklahoma City

Wendell R. Creech .....................Tech. Comm./Honors & Awards .......................Midland

Dan Earl Duggan .......................Environmental/Nominating Comm. ................Fort Worth

J. L. Jones ..................................Membership Growth/Environmental ............ San Antonio

Patrick A. Nye ............................Nominating Comm./Honors & Awards .....Corpus Christi

Christopher H. Reed ...................Membership/Prof. Ent. Mgmt. ................................ Tyler

Neil D. Sharp .............................2019 Convention/Advertising .............................Denver

Michael R. Vasicek .....................State Legis. Affairs/Constitution/Ethics ...............Midland
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