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If one looks at an oil and gas base map of 
south Louisiana, it is pretty well covered with 
well locations (Figure 1), but if you filter out 
the wells less than 15,000’ in total depth 
(Figure 2), the base map ends up looking 
fairly sparse, and for wells with a total depth 
of 18,000’ or greater (Figure 3), and espe-
cially for wells 21,000' or greater (Figure 4), 
the base map is practically empty of well 
spots. This has been called south Louisiana’s 
second basin and is a new exploration fron-
tier. Drilling for anything right now in south 
Louisiana is almost nonexistent, much less 
drilling for deep gas. As we know, the oil and 
gas business is cyclical, and even though the 
deep oil and gas drilling activity of south 
Louisiana is presently dormant, that may 
change in the future. In order to prepare for 
that future, a look at the past is in order. This 

article will do that and also give an update on 
a significant present-day project.

To look at past drilling activity, well data 
was extracted from the Louisiana Department 
of Natural Resources “SONRIS” GIS appli-
cation and put in a spreadsheet. Well location 
data was downloaded for all parishes south of 
Vernon, Rapides and Avoyelles parishes. 
These three parishes were not included 
because of the large number of horizontal 
wells targeting the Cretaceous Austin Chalk. 
Production data is based on IHS Markit data. 
Well test data is taken from the Louisiana 
Department of Natural Resources SONRIS 
Data Portal. Unitization exhibits from the 
Louisiana Department of Conservation were 
also reviewed and used.
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Last quarter I was 
stumped for column ideas, 
this quarter I have so many 
I find it difficult to know 
which to choose to expand 
upon! Interesting events 
just seem to come running 

at me! So, there will be several topics covered 
in this column and then perhaps expanded 
upon in future columns.

Recently I put together a small slide deck 
on SIPES and the SIPES Foundation. I pre-
sented this to the Fort Worth Chapter during 

their October luncheon, and I hope to pres-
ent this at a few other chapters’ luncheons. 
The presentation, among other things, tracks 
the age of our membership, contributions, 
and society size. 

Two items stand out: First, on introducing 
the National Board and the Foundation 
Board Members on the same slide, it is obvi-
ous that there is 100% overlap – all members 
of the Foundation Board are also members of 
the National Board. It does not have to be 
this way, and is actually probably better if it is 
not. I would encourage you to volunteer to 
serve on either the Foundation or National 
Board; just drop a note to one of the current 
officers or to Katie and Phyllis at sipes@
sipes.org.

(Continued on Page 7)
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National, State, EPA and IPAA Information
The following report was prepared by Vice President of 

National Energy Gregg S. Alletag, #3484. The views and 
opinions expressed are those of the author. Some of the infor-
mation presented is in the public domain and is available from 
a variety of sources; other references were selected by the 
author, and are noted in his report.

EPA Proposes Updates to Air 
Regulations for Oil and Gas

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) proposed updates to the prior 
administration’s national standards for the 
oil and natural gas industry. The proposal 
would remove regulatory duplication and 
save the industry millions of dollars in com-
pliance costs each year – while maintaining 
health and environmental regulations on oil 
and gas sources that the agency considers 
appropriate.

This proposal is the result of the EPA’s review of the 2016 
New Source Performance Standards (MSPS) for the oil and 
natural gas industry, which was conducted in response to 

President Trump’s Executive Order 13783 – Promoting 
Energy Independence and Economic Growth. That order 
directs agencies to review existing regulations that potentially 
“burden the development of use of domestically produced 
energy resources,” including oil and natural gas.

The EPA is co-proposing two actions, 
both of which would remove unneces-
sary regulatory duplication in the 2016 

rule. In its primary proposal, the agency would remove 
sources in the transmission and storage segment of the oil and 
gas industry from regulation. These sources include transmis-
sion compressor stations, pneumatic controllers, and under-
ground storage vessels. The agency is proposing that the 
addition of these sources to the 2016 rule was not appropriate, 
noting that the agency did not make a separate finding to 
determine that the emissions from the transmission and stor-
age segment of the industry causes or significantly contributes 
to air pollution that may endanger public health or welfare.

The primary proposal also would rescind emissions limits 
for methane, from the production and processing segments of 
the industry but would keep emissions limits for ozone-form-
ing volatile organic compounds (VOCs). These sources 
include well completions, pneumatic pumps, pneumatic con-
trollers, gathering and boosting compressors, natural gas pro-
cessing plants and storage tanks. The controls to reduce 
VOCs emissions also reduce methane at the same time, so 
separate methane limitations for that segment of the industry 
are redundant.

In an alternative proposal, EPA would rescind the methane 
emissions limitations without removing from regulation any 
sources from the transmission and storage segment of the 
industry.

There are approximately 1 million oil and natural gas wells 
in the U.S., and emissions from these wells make up 1.2% of 
the U.S. Green House Gases Inventor. Of these 1 million 
wells, approximately 770,000 are low-production wells, which 
produce 10 percent of the total U.S. natural gas and oil, and 
make up about 10 percent of production-related emissions. As 
noted above, wells that are in the greatest jeopardy from the 
methane rule are the 770,000 low-production wells. These 
small business wells are the most economically sensitive in the 
U.S. and are already facing economic challenges due to low 
commodity prices. Of the remaining 230,000 wells, 125-150 
thousand are subject to federal regulations under Subpart 
OOOO and, prior to 2012, substantial numbers were volun-
tarily using the same emissions control technology under 
EPA’s Gas STAR program. By the time an existing source 
regulation under Section 111(d) could be developed and 
implemented, virtually all existing wells would be equipped
with new source technology as a result of Subpart OOOO or 
would be low-production wells.
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The Trump administration is moving to erase Obama-era 
rules on methane emissions from the oil and gas business. The 
sweeping proposal is the administration’s latest attempt to 
further boost record crude-oil and natural-gas production by 
easing regulations, but it comes amid growing concerns over 
how the industry’s methane emissions are affecting the cli-
mate, and stark divisions among companies over whether to 
regulate them.

The proposed plan would do away with Obama-era require-
ments for the industry to install technologies that monitor and 
limit leaks from the wells, tanks and pipeline networks, and to 
more frequently inspect for leaks.

It would also forestall legal requirements that would have 
forced the EPA to set rules on emissions from thousands of 
pre-existing wells and industry sites.

The American Petroleum Institute (API), which represents 
hundreds of companies, has diverged from those major pro-
ducers and has pressed the administration to stop the direct 
regulation of methane emissions. It has instead touted a pro-
gram under which companies commit to more inspections 
and to replacing or retrofitting old control systems.

Both API and EPA officials say the industry has an incentive 
to limit emissions because it can sell the gas it traps. They note 
the industry’s methane emissions, by EPA calculations, have 
ticked down in recent years even as oil-and-gas production has 
skyrocketed.

The proposed rollback is likely to draw protest from envi-
ronmental groups and will probably face legal challenges, 
opening the door to years of uncertainty about if and how the 
government will regulate methane.

Methane is the primary component of natural gas, which is 
rising in use globally to heat homes and fuel power plants. It 
burns more cleanly than coal and oil but can be harder to con-
trol. The production and transport of methane involves mil-
lions of miles of pipelines, and the gas often leaks through the 
network’s innumerable joints and vents.

The Trump administration proposal would remove storage 
tanks, pipelines and other transmission infrastructure from 
any greenhouse-gas regulation. (press release IPAA; news 
release Amy Dewey, EPA; referenced article by T. Puka at The 
Wall Street Journal).

Quakes Continue after Frac Treatment
Kingfisher County, Oklahoma continues to shake nearly two 

weeks after an oil and gas operator stopped trying to complete 
wells at one of its locations. An ongoing swarm of earthquakes 
continues to impact an area about eight miles west of the 
county seat, including one that happened on August 7 that 
measured a 3.5 magnitude. The series of quakes included a 
3.6-magnitude event that is the largest temblor believed to 
have been associated with hydraulic fracturing that seismolo-
gists have observed.

Jake Walter, Oklahoma’s state seismologist, said it isn’t nor-
mal for aftershocks to last this long. “It is unusual to see a 
stronger earthquake associated with completion work after 
operations have been stopped,” Walter said.

Protocol for dealing with induced seismicity suspected to be 
caused by completion activities was adopted by regulators in 
late 2016 for operators in the South-Central Oklahoma Oil 
Province (SCOOP) and Sooner Trend Anadarko Basin 
Canadian and Kingfisher counties (STACK) plays. Generally, 
it calls for pauses in completion efforts after localized seismic 
events to allow underground pressures to bleed away before 
work resumes.

In early 2018, the protocol was tightened as regulators 
sought to address increased observance of seismic events in 
those plays. The tightened protocol requires that all operators 
in the defined area have access to a seismic array capable of 
providing them with real-time readings.

It also requires operators to notify authorities and either 
reduce flow or pause operations after observing a magnitude 2 
or greater event during completion operations. Mandatory 
pauses of either 6 or 12 hours are required after a magnitude 
2.5 or 3 strength event. Generally, the minimum magnitude 
level at which earthquakes can be felt is a 2.5.

Dozens of seismic events have continued to be observed in 
the general area since completion efforts ended on July 24. 
The events have varied in strength, from as little as a 1 mag-
nitude, to as big as the 3.5-magnitude event observed a week 
ago. Walter said scientists expect aftershocks after stronger 
events, even those related to completion work. “This is a par-
ticularly energetic sequence, and we are trying to understand 
exactly why that might be the case,” he said. (referenced arti-
cle by J. Money at The Oklahoman; J. Walter at AAPG Mid-
Continent Conference).

Oil Loses Gains Since Saudi Attack
Oil has erased all the rally that followed recent disruptions 

to Saudi Arabian output indicating how a darkening outlook 
for global growth continues to tamp down fuel prices.

Brent crude, the global gauge of prices, surged 15% in its 
biggest one-day gain ever following the September 14 attacks 
on Saudi Arabian oil facilities. It has since dropped back below 
$60 a barrel, well below the levels analysts say are needed for 
the kingdom and other large producers to support their 
economies. U.S. Crude has slid to about $54 and, like Brent, 
is down about 30% in the past year.

Driving the declines are wagers that softening demand and 
steady production from the U.S. and other suppliers will 
result in excess supply. Crude is critical to the transportation

(Continued)
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and shipping industries, and recent slowdown in manufactur-
ing output and cuts to projections for consumption globally 
have eroded investor sentiment.

Saudi Arabia has signaled that it will soon have crude opera-
tions back to normal, and other signs of easing tensions in the 
region have boosted confidence that disruptions will prove 
short-lived.

Meanwhile, the U.S. continues to churn out record amounts 
of crude and increase its ability to export it, and a wave of new 
projects around the world are set to add oil to the market next 
year.

Even after the disruptions in Saudi Arabia sparked concerns 
about possible supply shortages, shale companies said they 
were planning to leave output steady. The response was the 
latest example of U.S. firms trying to appease restive share-
holders by limiting output.

“We should not be depending strictly on OPEC,” 
Continental Resources, Inc. Chief Executive Harold Hamm 
said in August. “We want to make sure that we don’t oversup-
ply the market.” (referenced article by A. Ramumar, S. Toy at 
The Wall Street Journal).
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The Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) is requesting comments on its 
proposal to change regulations and allow 
Greater than Class C Nuclear Waste 
(GTCC) to be stored at the WCS (Waste 
Control Specialists) Low Level Nuclear 
Waste Site in Andrews County, Texas. 
GTCC includes Transuranic waste. 
Comments must be submitted by 19 
November 2019. Originally, the GTCC 
radioactive waste (including Transuranic) 
was scheduled to be deposited in the deep 
(2,130-foot, 650-meter below ground) 
Waste Isolation Pilot Project (WIPP) site in 
Eddy County, New Mexico. The WIPP site 
had a downhole explosion in February of 2014 which contaminat-
ed 3,000 feet of its underground tunnels, 2,150 feet of vertical 
exhaust shaft to the surface, and was detected by monitors one-
half mile away on the surface, reportedly exposing 13 to 21 work-
ers to radiation. Releases of Americium-241, plutonium 239 and 
plutonium 241 were noted, and the resulting filtering restrictions 
preclude any Transuranic waste from being deposited at WIPP. 
Transuranic waste includes Plutonium 239 with a half-life of 
24,100 years and is considered dangerous until down to less than 
1% of its original strength. Most Transuranic waste will be coming 
from Hanford, where it was a biproduct of nuclear weapons 

manufacturing. Governor Abbott made 
comments to the NRC against upgrading 
the site in Texas.

In order to comment on the proposal to 
change the regulations governing 
Transuranic waste, you must comment to 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and 
you must reference the Docket ID, which 
is NRC-2017-0081.

You may submit comments by any of the 
following methods:

Email comments to: rulemaking.comments@nrc.gov  
If you do not receive an automatic email reply confirming receipt, 
then contact them at 301-415-1677.

Fax comments to: Secretary, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
at 301-415-1101.

Mail comments to: Secretary, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Washington, DC 20555-0001, ATTN: Rulemakings 
and Adjudications Staff.



Nuclear Waste Reclassification

by Earl M. Sebring, #2836 — Midland, Texas



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
In accordance with the SIPES Constitution, By-Laws & Code of Ethics, the following announcement 

of new members unanimously approved by the SIPES Membership Committee during the last quarter is printed 
below.

Any member in possession of information which might possibly disqualify an applicant is asked to submit 
this information to the secretary of the society (Wendell R. Creech) within thirty days of this publication. To be 
considered, this information should be in writing and bear the writer's name. If this information is received 
within thirty days after the publication of the applicant's name, the SIPES Board of Directors must reconsider its 
previous approval of the applicant. The board's action, after consideration of such new information, shall be 
final.

Dawn S. Bissell, National Membership Committee

SIPES No. Name Chapter

3554 William K. Matthews Houston M. Helsinger J. Lund D. Smith

1844 John J. F. Dowds Oklahoma City Reciprocal DPA

Jr. Brent Winborne Corpus Christi D. Taylor M. Bergsma P. Nye

Ltd. Jay H. Hightower Midland Reciprocal DPA

3557 Gary L. Roeder Houston S. Smith E. Kubelka J. Allen

Ltd. Rickie L. Stephens Houston D. Sacrey P. Hoffman E. Kubelka

Sponsors

SIPES Logo Gifts

Rectangular Glass Paperweights

with etched SIPES logo 

are available for $26

Please contact the SIPES Office 
at sipes@sipes.org or call

(214) 363-1780
to place your order.

NOVEMBER 2019 5

NAPE SUMMIT WEEK
3–7 FEB 2020 
HOUSTON

MORE
THAN
OF NAPE’S ATTENDEES ARE

OIL & GAS EXECUTIVE 
DECISION-MAKERS.

WITH THAT MUCH POWER 

ON OUR EXPO FLOOR,

DEALS HAPPEN.

Prospect Expo    Business Conference    Networking

70%

http://www.napeexpo.com


2019 SIPES CORNERSTONE GROUP
Many thanks to the members listed below 
for their continuing support of our society

Oil Finder – $1200
William C. Burkett — Midland, TX
Stewart Chuber — Schulenburg, TX
Ralph J. Daigle — The Woodlands, TX
David A. Eyler — Midland, TX
Charles A. Lundberg III — Dallas, TX
Marc D. Maddox — Midland, TX
Patrick A. Nye — Corpus Christi, TX
Michael A. Pollok — Purcell, OK
Barry J. Rava — Houston, TX
Stephen D. Reynolds — Denver, CO
D. Craig Smith — Midland, TX

Driller – $750
Michael N. Austin — Westminster, CO
Dawn S. Bissell — Corpus Christi, TX
Walter S. Light, Jr. — Houston, TX

Prospector – $500
Randolph Acock — Corpus Christi, TX
Avinash C. Ahuja — Corpus Christi, TX
James K. Applegate — Denver, CO
Raymond N. Blackhall — Cypress, TX
Louis C. Bortz — Denver, CO
Bruce M. Brady III — Midland, TX
Paul W. Britt — Houston, TX
Lanny O. Butner — Wichita, KS
Brian S. Calhoun — Corpus Christi, TX
George M. Carlstrom — Centennial, CO
Wendell R. Creech — Midland, TX
Marshall C. Crouch III — Denver, CO
Douglas A. Draves — Tonasket, WA
Ralph C. Duchin — Tucson, AZ
Dan Earl Duggan — Fort Worth, TX
Thomas E. Ewing — San Antonio, TX
James A. Gibbs — Dallas, TX
William T. Goff III — Littleton, CO
Patrick J. F. Gratton — Dallas, TX
W. Kenneth Hall — Fort Worth, TX
H. Tony Hauglum — Corpus Christi, TX
James H. Henderson — Dallas, TX
Gary C. Huber — Centennial, CO
Kenneth J. Huffman — Mandeville, LA
George S. Johnson — Amarillo, TX
Ralph O. Kehle — The Hills, TX
John E. Kimberly — Midland, TX
Thomas M. Kirby — San Antonio, TX
Constance N. Knight — Golden, CO
Kirk C. Kolar — Edmond, OK
Robert C. Leibrock — Fort Worth, TX
Gregg A. McDonald — Oklahoma City, OK
Brian K. Miller — Midland, TX
Donald P. Muth, Sr. — Plano, TX

John H. Newberry — Austin, TX
P. Austin Nye — Corpus Christi, TX
Michael A. Oestmann — Midland, TX
Russell L. Oxsen — Norman, OK
Arthur J. Pansze, Jr. — Arvada, CO
A. Scott Ritchie — Wichita, KS
James D. Robertson — Fort Worth, TX
Richard H. Sams — Atlanta, GA
Carol M. Shiels — Kaufman, TX
Daniel L. Smith — Houston, TX
Stephen M. Smith — Houston, TX
William M. Smith — Houston, TX
Gary L. Thompson — Centennial, CO
Michael R. Vasicek — Midland, TX
Robert E. Webster — Irving, TX
Melanie K. Westergaard — Golden, CO
Larry R. Wollschlager — Midland, TX
Robert M. Wynne, Jr. — Magnolia, TX

Roughneck – $250
Jeffrey L. Allen — Houston, TX
Randall L. Anderson — Midland, TX
Ernest Angelo, Jr. — Midland, TX
Byron A. Bachschmid — Midland, TX
William C. Bahlburg — Plano, TX
Fred H. Behnken — Midland, TX
William J. Bippus — The Woodlands, TX
Richard S. Bishop — Houston, TX
Wilbur C. Bradley — Wichita, KS
Gilbert D. Brown — Amarillo, TX
W. Scott Brown — San Antonio, TX
William T. Brown, Jr. — Denver, CO
Leo C. Carr — Midland, TX
Duncan D. Dubroff — Houston, TX
Merle J. Duplantis — Mandeville, LA
Arlen L. Edgar — Midland, TX
James P. Evans III — Franklin, LA
William R. Finley — Lafayette, LA
Roger A. Freidline — Midland, TX
Donald C. Gifford — Dallas, TX
Jeremy T. Greene — Houston, TX
Harold W. Hanke — Oklahoma City, OK
Stephen P. Hartzell — The Woodlands, TX
Edward W. Heath — Durango, CO
Albert R. Hensley — Rockwall, TX
Larry L. Jones — Houston, TX
Michael E. Lucente — Corpus Christi, TX
Roger L. Martin — Wichita, KS
Sally J. Meader-Roberts — Midland, TX
Wayne D. Miller — Midland, TX
William B. Mueller — Midland, TX
Marvin A. Munchrath — Lafayette, LA
F. X. O'Keefe — Denver, CO

Gerald S. Pitts — Midland, TX
Thomas E. Poché — Lafayette, LA
John M. Rakowski — Florissant, CO
David L. Read — Highlands Ranch, CO
John C. Roberts — Bethany, OK
George W. Roth — Fort Worth, TX
Patrick M. Rutty — Littleton, CO
Deborah K. Sacrey — Houston, TX
Delmer L. Sloan — Midland, TX
Joe H. Smith — Plano, TX
Stephen A. Sonnenberg — Golden, CO
John R. Stephens — Dallas, TX
Charles J. Swize — Pattison, TX
C. Al Taylor, Jr. — Reston, VA
James Travillo — Oxford, MS
Scott A. Wainwright — New Orleans, LA
William G. Watson — Midland, TX
Clifford J. Williams — Mandeville, LA
Mark A. Worthey — McKinney, TX
James M. Zotkiewicz — Metairie, LA

Investor – $100
Richard C. Blackwell — Midland, TX
Rex D. Coppedge — Dallas, TX
Scott G. Heape — Addison, TX
William M. Kazmann — Richardson, TX
Bill Layton — San Antonio, TX
James F. O'Connell — Amarillo, TX
Gary W. Palmer — San Antonio, TX
H. Vaughan Watkins, Jr. — Madison, MS

Scout – $50
Connie A. Allen — Edmond, OK
James L. Beaver, Jr. — Houston, TX
E. Bernard Brauer — Corpus Christi, TX
Martin M. Cassidy — Cypress, TX
Robert A. Cooksey — Richardson, TX
Jasha Cultreri — Midland, TX
Peter A. Emmet — Cypress, TX
William J. Furlong — New Orleans, LA
Thomas E. Gentry — Midland, TX
Monty J. Gist — Midland, TX
Eduardo Gonzales — Carrollton, TX
David R. Grogan — Woodbine, MD
William R. Guffey — Dallas, TX
James M. Hancock, Jr. — Meadows Place, TX
Steven R. Lockwood — Austin, TX
Jeffrey W. Lund — Houston, TX
George D. Severson — New Orleans, LA
Tiffany M. Stephens — Oklahoma City, OK
Joseph C. Struckel — Edmond, OK
Richard Wilkerson — Houston, TX
Travis C. Wilson — Norman, OK
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Second, and to me the most interest-
ing, is the discovery that the first inde-
pendent National office in Dallas was 
rented in 1984 when the society had 
over 1,100 members. Today, we have 
less than 950 members – hmm. The 
lease on the current office space ends in 
December of 2020. Just thinking out 
loud; as we manage the society and its 
future, perhaps it is time to ponder 
shared office space with another society 
or another office space arrangement.

Let’s shift gears. In Houston, where I 
am based, prospects that are getting 
drilled seem to have an ever-increasing 
number of small participants (inves-
tors). In the past, my prospects sold with 
4-8 participants, today I am in several 
projects, including my own, that have 
over 20 participants!  Perhaps other 
SIPES Members are having this experi-
ence too – I am very curious. Even if you 
consult for another independent, per-
haps their prospects are subscribed in a 
similar fashion. I would genuinely like to 
hear from you on this matter. I don’t 
want to double count the same prospect, 
so if you do send in data, please include 
at least the prospect name and the num-
ber of participants (state if possible) – 
send your stats to barry@icarusog.com 
and I will compile the results in my next 
column. This also might be good fodder 
for future advertisers – “our member-
ship participated in the drilling of XX 
prospects this past year with over XX 

partners representing people that both 
recommend and make final decisions on 
vendors …”

And now another change in topic – 
this morning I received a copy of the 
2019 Oil and Gas Employment Outlook 
Guide by Oil and Gas Job Search in part-
nership with NES Global Talent. This is 
an industry survey of over 33,000 peo-
ple. Here are just a couple of quick snip-
pets of the survey results: 

75% of the respondents thought staff-
ing levels would increase in the coming 
year and 15% thought there was a critical 
shortage in geoscience and 37% in engi-
neering and design; 

Demographics are skewed toward 
younger folks (30-49 years old) as 
opposed to SIPES which is skewed 
toward older folks (over 50). This bodes 
well for the future of SIPES if, as current 
members, we can keep the investment 
community interested in independent 
opportunities, and if we can learn how to 
reach out and engage these younger 
people. An aside here is that only 20% of 
the respondents were in North America, 
and 30% are in the sweet-spot for joining 
SIPES – 10-19 years of experience!

The guide ends with a list of the most 
desirable employers in the oil and gas 
industry (note, I’m disappointed that 
my one vote for my company was not 
enough to get onto the list). In descend-
ing order:

Shell, ExxonMobil, Chevron, BP, 
TOTAL, Saudi Aramco, ADNOC, 
Qatar Gas, Petronas, Schlumberger, 
Baker Hughes, Eni, Worley Parsons, 
Technip, ConocoPhillips, Equinor, 
Saipem, Suncor, Fluor, Bechtel, KBR, 
Weatherford, and Jacobs. Perhaps there 
are consulting opportunities to be had!

I, and many of my friends in the SIPES 
Houston Chapter, attend only local 
SIPES events even though we are also 
members of the local geological, geo-
physical, or engineering societies. It may 
be that the most fertile hunting grounds 
for new members are in the discipline-
named local groups, where, I suspect, 
younger employed people may be found. 
I am suggesting that every month we 
each make an effort to attend one of 
those meetings and look to meet young 
professionals and invite them to a SIPES 
event.

Finally, let’s be thankful for all the 
good over this past year, and for the 
hope we optimists have in the future. 
Remember, as you plan your year-end 
giving, to please consider making contri-
butions to both the SIPES Cornerstone 
Group, which provides support for the 
society above and beyond dues, and the 
SIPES Foundation, which provides 
scholarships to deserving students.

 Best wishes to all!
 Barry J. Rava



 PRESIDENT'S COLUMN CONTINUED

NOVEMBER 2019                                                                                                       7

Your contribution is deductible for income tax purposes. Make checks payable to the SIPES Foundation.

https://secure.affinipay.com/pages/sipes/donations
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HOUSTON
The July luncheon meeting speaker 

was Sam McNeil with River Capital 
Partners. River Capital Partners has 
brought institutional capital to small and 
mid-size companies in the oil and gas 
industry. Sam McNeil formed River 
Capital Partners in 2001 with the mis-
sion of bringing institutional “smart” 
capital to high-growth small and mid-
size companies who lacked fundraising 
experience and are often overlooked by 
investors. Since inception, River Capital 
has been involved with over $600 mil-
lion of transactions in sectors including 
energy, construction, logistics, retail, 
technology/software, logistics/trans-
portation, and many others. Transactions 
have been in the form of equity, debt, 
leases and various forms of junior capi-
tal. 

Prior to River Capital Partners, Mr. 
McNeil spent 17 years with Bank of 
America and Merrill Lynch in positions 
related to capital markets, corporate 
finance and debt recapitalization, and 
was involved with over $10 billion of 
closed transactions. Mr. McNeil was 
one of the initial members of the Global 
Special Situations Trading Group, head-
quartered in Charlotte and New York, 
and was involved in the trading, invest-
ing, modeling and valuation of billions of 
dollars of bank debt, public bonds and 
other public and private securities and 
obligations. 

Mr. McNeil graduated from Virginia 
Tech with a double major in finance and 
marketing (1980), and an MBA in 
finance (1981) from the Pamplin College 
of Business. He has been involved in 
numerous professional and community 
activities and organizations including 
the Association for Corporate Growth, 
and he served on the board of directors 
of the Charlotte Chapter of the National 
Funding Association.

Sam McNeil says that private compa-
nies are raising middle market type of 
private capital to fund oil and gas deals. 
He believes there are over 2 trillion dol-
lars of private capital that have been 

raised and committed to oil and gas 
deals which have not been deployed. 
This is about 10% of undeployed capital 
for private investment. The funding in 
2019 is starting out slow. There has 
been a lot of money available for land 
acquisition of acreage in the past. Even 
now, the Permian Basin acreage pur-
chasing is slowing down because the 
cost per acre is very high. In late 2015, 
and all of 2016, we have seen 53 billion 
dollars spent on accumulating acreage in 
the Delaware Basin and/or the Permian 
Basin. It looks like private equity firms, 
however, will have to hold on to their 
investment longer. They generally must 
have a 3- to 4-year type of investment 
that these days will turn into a 6- to 
7-year investment. Projects that gener-
ate cash flow that returns money in 6 
months to 1 year, or 1.5 years are now in 
more demand.

Funding capital for River Capital 
Partners investments are looking for 
professionally managed firms, legiti-
mate, where their management team has 
been together for a long time, they have 
a sizeable development project, are  in a 
good area, are an attractive project, and 
companies that specialize in oil and gas. 
The management team must put invest-
ment money into the project and have 
skin in the game. They should have at 
least 5% of the dollars borrowed, 10% 
would be better, and 20% would be great. 
The management team should have a 
track record, have invested in many 
deals, have made money, they can mon-
etize the dollars, they are prepared, and 
they have an exit strategy.

River Capital Partners looks at 15 to 
30 deals in a week. The questions they 
consider are: are the proposed deals 
pretty simple, well prepared, commit-
ment from the sellers, are good attor-
neys involved who have done deals in 
the past, are the leases good, what is the 
sellers exit strategy, what could the proj-
ect turn into, what is its future, who is 
the future lender down the road, and 
who are the potential buyers. River 
Capital Partners wants deals that are 

simple, straightforward, in good areas, 
and they must make money on their 
investment.

The August meeting was the 
“Independents Day Celebration” that 
was held at the Cadillac Bar. We had 96 
attendees at that meeting, and we had 
potentially six prospective SIPES 
Members. Everyone had a great time 
and we had a very enjoyable event. 
There was great Mexican food and many 
margaritas were sampled.

At the September meeting the speaker 
was one of the SIPES next generation 
independents. Geoscientist Jeff Allen, 
#3491, son of Dr. Jim Allen, #1330, 
gave his luncheon talk. Jeff is the news-
letter chairman for the Houston Chapter. 
Jeff and his associates have raised sev-
eral million dollars, shot a new 3D seis-
mic survey in south Texas, and are cur-
rently drilling successful new wells on 
this project.

Jeff Allen said he was glad to be speak-
ing at the SIPES Luncheon. Jeff indi-
cated that there are many other organi-
zations for people to join, like AAPG 
and HGS, but he believes that SIPES is 
the best organization to be a part of. Jeff 
believes that his dreams have come true 
by being part of SIPES, and that he has 
met a lot of excellent SIPES Members 
and great industry partners. James 
Mertz, president of Mertz Energy, and 
Mike Jones, president of Charger 
Exploration, are former SIPES next gen-
eration independents who were at the 
luncheon. Jeff believes that SIPES has 
made him successful in this industry.

During the downturn in the oil and gas 
industry, Jeff and Mike Jones were hav-
ing drinks, maybe too many drinks, at 
the Petroleum Club when the oil price 
was down to $23 per barrel. They put 
together a new project in south Texas 
where a new, cost-effective 3D seismic 
survey could be shot, and he and Mike 
would generate new prospects, pick up 
leases, and new wells could be drilled 
when oil was back up to over $50 per 
barrel. Jeff and Mike had the support of

(Continued)
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Jim Allen, John Amoruso, #335, and 
many other SIPES Members to put a 
new project together. It has taken Jeff 
and Mike a long time to sell the project 
when oil prices were low, and now they 
are drilling new wells based on the 3D 
seismic survey. They have 21 partners in 
this project, and at least half of the part-
ners are SIPES Members. There were 
two vials of oil on each table at the lun-

cheon. Each of these were from the first 
two wells that were drilled on this 3D 
project. The first well, called the Money 
Penny prospect, tested 100 BOPD, and 
the second well, the Golden Eye pros-
pect, tested 3 MMCF/D and 20 BC/
MMCF. Jeff thanked several partners 
and operators who helped put this proj-
ect together: Chris Weiser with Weiser 
Brown Operating, Paul Hoffman, Bobby 

Perez, Sara Davis, Bud Elmore, Rachel 
Reese, and Allstate Permit Services. Jeff 
also thanked Mike Jones, whose hard 
work, prospect generation, and geosci-
entist capabilities helped this project 
move forward, and they have two new 
successful wells.
 Steve Smith

 Secretary


DENVER
The Denver Chapter had a summer 

recess after the SIPES Annual Meeting 
in Estes Park. The SIPES Annual Picnic 
was held at the home of Past President 
Connie Knight and SPEE Member 
Roger Knight in mid-August. The event 
was a joint gathering of SIPES and the 
Denver Chapter of SPEE (Society of 
Petroleum Evaluation Engineers). There 
were well over 45 spouses and members 
in attendance. Beverages were supplied 
by the generosity of Roger Charbonneau 
of Decollement Consulting, a local pro-
vider of wellsite geology, geochemistry, 
and geosteering services. The hospitali-
ty of Roger and Connie Knight to the 
societies is greatly appreciated. 

The technical program resumed with 
the September luncheon meeting, and 
the guest speaker was Rob Sterling. His 
topic was “Multi-well Case Study Using 
Real Time Target Optimization and 
Geosteering with AWD XRD, XRF, and 
Mass Spectrometry, Niobrara and 
Codell Formations, DJ Basin.”

Rob is the senior vice president geosci-
ences of Confluence Resources LP, a 
private oil and gas company headquar-
tered in Denver. Bob earned his B.S. in 
geology from California State 
Polytechnic University, Pomona, and his 
M.S. in geology from California State 
University, Los Angeles. His co-author 
is Anne Grau, who is currently geologi-
cal advisor for WPX Energy in Tulsa. 
Anne received her B.S. and M.S. degrees 
in geology from Baylor University, and 
her Ph.D. in geology from the Colorado 
School of Mines.

Rob’s presentation focused on eleven 
wells in the DJ Basin that were drilled 
using “acquired- while-drilling (AWD) 
geochemistry in order to assist in real-
time geosteering directed into the best 
quality target zone. AWD provides data 
that is also useful to identify geohazards 
and fluid compartmentalization. Data 
obtained from this process is immedi-
ately applicable and greatly improves 
geosteering into the best reservoir tar-
get. Acquired geochemical signatures 
can be used to detect faults below the 
seismic resolution and fracture systems 
along with the stratigraphic position of 
the borehole in the target. Mass spec-
trometry data coupled with thermal 
maturity information is helpful for map-
ping elements of the petroleum system 
and better comprehend well perfor-
mance. The AWD technique is capable 
of lowering risk and is more cost effec-
tive to run than horizontal wireline logs.
 Jerry Cuzella

 Secretary
At the Annual Picnic held in August are (L to R) Ron Charbonneau, Past 

Chapter Chair and picnic host Connie Knight, and Roger Charbonneau of 
Decollement Consulting, the beverage sponsor.

September guest 
speaker Rob Sterling.

Anne Grau, co-author 
of the September talk.
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DALLAS
After taking a break in July and August, 

our fall program started with a bang in 
September with a terrific talk by Robert 
Clarke from Wood Mackenzie. Always 
data driven and insightful, Robert’s talk 
summarized his work comparing the 
performance and economics of using in-
basin sand vs. Northern White proppant 
for Wolfcamp horizontal completions. 
Now that there are several years of well 
production data from operators using 
in-basin sand as a cost-cutting method, 
analysts and operators are able to dis-

cern the effects of proppant selection on 
the early declines of wells across the 
basin. Robert presented detailed type 
curve analysis of hundreds of wells, 
organized by operator, geographic loca-
tion, and by the type of proppant used. 
This painstaking and detailed effort 
resulted in a remarkably consistent 
observation that the wells completed 
with local in-basin sand suffered little to 
no decrease in performance. Thus, 
operators are increasingly shifting com-
pletions to local sands. However, Robert 
was able to show that this shift has not 
been immediate and differs greatly by 
operator.

The Dallas Chapter welcomes new 
member Deepankar (Dee) Biswas, who 
has a Ph.D. in petroleum engineering 
and is president and founder of 
ActiveReservoir, a consulting reservoir 
management firm.

We are also looking for a few members 
to help fill out the local 2020 Board of 
Directors, so please let us know if you 
are interested. Our chapter meets at 
11:30 every third Tuesday at 
Prestonwood County Club in Dallas for 
a buffet luncheon.
 Michael Adams

 Chairman


Robert Clarke (right) of Wood Mackenzie, 
along with Dallas Chapter Chairman 
Michael Adams after Robert’s presentation 
on frac sand economics for the September 
luncheon.

Fredericksburg,  Texas

Plan to attend 
the SIPES 57th

Annual Meeting 
& 

2020 Convention

June 1-4

IN MEMORIAM
We regret to note the passing 

of the following members:

Charles W. 
Gillespie, #2976
of Reno, Nevada

who died on 
September 23, 2018

Chuck H. Hadley, 
#3075

of Houston, Texas
who died on 

August 17, 2019

Dwight M. Moore, 
#3023

of Spring, Texas
who died on 

October 1, 2019

Richard D. Seba, 
#2086

of New Orleans, 
Louisiana

who died on
August 28, 2019



2020 Vision for 

Independents:

Core Beliefs
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LAFAYETTE
The Lafayette Chapter takes the sum-

mer off and does not hold meetings in 
June, July or August. Our fall schedule 
kicks off in September, and this year we 
had our good friend, John R. Dribus, up 
from New Orleans to give a talk. John 
has been gracious enough to speak to us 
several times and he is always well 
received. John spent most of his career 
at Mobil Oil and Schlumberger. His talk 
was titled “An Overview of the 
Exploration History of the Ghana and 
Guyana Conjugate Corridor.”  

This presentation looked at the explo-
ration history of the Equatorial region of 

west Africa and its conjugate basins off-
shore South America. He began with an 
overview of the exploration history of 
the Exxon Guyana Liza area (now at 
over 5 billion barrels of oil in nine dis-
coveries, and growing larger with each 
new discovery) and associated discover-
ies, then moved eastward across the 
Atlantic for a comparison with the off-
shore Ghana Jubilee and TEN Fields. 
The talk included a brief geologic evolu-
tion of the Atlantic margin focusing on 
the plate tectonic events, sequence stra-
tigraphy, and resulting depositional pro-

cesses that created the source, reservoir, 
and seals in this area. The talk conclud-
ed by looking at the South American 
Equatorial area from Trinidad Tobago 
eastward to Brazil, reviewing the key 
discoveries and dry holes recently drilled 
there in and on both sides of Guyana. 

We also welcomed our newest SIPES 
Members, Shelby White and Tony 
Cagle. Both have been long-time resi-
dents of Lafayette and involved in the oil 
and gas business for many years.
 King Munson

 Chairman


Tony Cagle (right) accepting his certificate 
from King Munson at the September 
meeting.

September guest speaker 
John Dribus.

Lafayette Chapter Chairman King Munson 
(left) presenting Shelby White with his 
member certificate.

CORPUS CHRISTI
Jim Maloney, a geologic advisor, entre-

preneur, investor and historian, was the 
speaker in August. His topic was “1919 
– The Storm,” referencing the 
September 14, 1919 hurricane that dev-
astated Corpus Christi, Texas.

The storm formed on September 2, 
1919 and made landfall in Puerto Rico as 
a tropical storm on September 3. It 
reached hurricane status in the eastern 
Bahamas and took 488 souls south of 
Key West when it claimed a ship and 
everyone on board. It was reported to 
have 150 mph winds as it hit the Dry 
Tortugas, its last confirmed location in 
the Gulf before reaching the Texas Gulf 
Coast. On September 11, 1919, a hurri-
cane warning was issued for the entire 
eastern Gulf Coast, but they did not 
know where the storm was. On 
September 13, a warning was issued for 

the entire Gulf Coast. On September 14, 
1919, the storm made landfall at Baffin 
Bay by 9:00 a.m. as pressure began to 
drop. Evacuation orders by fire truck 
and bullhorn commenced. Trollies in 
service at the time picked up folks and 
moved them to higher ground. At 10:00 
a.m. the trollies shut down. At noon, 

water began flooding low-lying areas. By 
1:15 p.m., streetcars were becoming 
stranded. At 1:30 p.m., reports claim 
that the water level rose six feet in 
twenty minutes! By 5:00 p.m., the first 
wave hit, and fierce hurricane winds hit 
at 1:00 a.m. At 2:30 a.m., the barometer 
began to rise, and by 3:00 a.m. the water 
began to retreat. 

The aftermath must have been unset-
tling to say the least: boats were the only 
way to navigate below the bluff. Bodies 
and debris were covered in crude oil, 
five to six feet of water still stood in 
downtown Corpus Christi below the 
bluff. Any structure that was not brick 
was leveled. The storm was slow mov-
ing, with 12-14 hours of hurricane winds 
and gigantic waves. The Japonica, a 
pleasure and passenger craft, was

(Continued)

August guest speaker Jim 
Maloney.
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washed 300 yards inland. At the munici-
pal wharf, cotton bails had been picked 
up and smashed around, adding to the 
destructive forces the hurricane dealt on 
its own. The Seaside Pavilion was wiped 
away. Several prominent structures such 
as Lloyd’s Rooming House, Spohn 
Hospital, and the North Beach Hotel, 
which were all located below the bluff on 
what is now North Beach, were signifi-
cantly damaged. Some people who were 
able to escape their homes spent the 
night on dunes above the flooding. Some 
folks were washed back into Nueces Bay 
and floated or swam their way to shore 
and made their way inland. Survivors at 
the McDonald House flew a flag to let 
rescuers know they survived. Nobody 
knows the death toll, but the official 
death count was 284, and there may be 
500-750 bodies in a mass grave. With 
poor recordkeeping at the time, it is 
unknown and unknowable how many 
people actually lost their lives. 

Every able-bodied man was enlisted to 
assist with the clean-up effort. There 
was no money at the time, and it was not 
until 1923, that a port designation 
allowed a breakwater to be installed, 
which stands to this day. In 1933, anoth-
er storm put three feet of water in down-
town Corpus Christi, and legislation was 
finally passed by the Texas House and 
Senate which provided that taxes from 
the five surrounding counties would be 
returned to fund what is now the sea 
wall. The sea wall was not built until 
1939-1940. 

A notable survivor of the September 
14, 1919 storm was a young lad named 
Bobby Simpson. His name may sound 
familiar as he went on to become a 
meteorologist and ended up heading the 
National Hurricane Center, and along 
with Hebert Saffir, developed what we 
now know as a the Saffir-Simpson Scale. 

Jim Maloney had the room on the edge 
of their seats, recounting this storm, 
pointing out the windows to areas that 
had been affected a century ago, right 
outside our lunchroom. It is amazing to 

think back to the turn of the 20th 
Century and wonder what it must have 
been like to have no idea a storm of any 
magnitude was headed your way once it 
reached the expanses of the Gulf of 
Mexico. This storm was influential in 
how we prepare for storms today; so 
influential that one of its survivors went 
on to devote his life to studying hurri-
canes. 

Randy Bissell, #3547, the geoscience 
advisor to Headington Energy Partners 
LLC, and the manager of Aurora 
Minerals LP, was our chapter’s 
September speaker. He shared a delight-
fully enthralling presentation on the 
architecture of Wolfcamp carbonates 
and debris flows in the Midland Basin. 
An experienced Gulf Coast geologist, he 
first engaged the Wolfcamp during a 
2014 core workshop and observed that 
the organic rich facies were turbidites 
and bypass traction beds not “pelagic” 
shales. Five years of experience correlat-
ing logs with seismic expression affirms 
his turbidite interpretation for targeted 
organic facies. Randy said that there are 
two persistent myths regarding the 
Wolfcamp: first, it is the same every-
where (thusly easily correlated); and 
second, the organic rich facies are ubiq-
uitous across the Midland Basin as 
“pelagic rain” or jokingly, “mana from 
heaven.” He demonstrated that packag-
es in the Wolfcamp B are internally 
complex and the stacking pattern is not 
the same throughout the basin. Well log, 
seismic correlations, and simple inver-
sions were used to predict Wolfcamp B 
sweet spots. Using published Brushy 
Canyon Wolfcamp outcrop panoramas, 
sections of the Wolfcamp package were 
forward modeled to match stratigraphic 
details seen in the seismic. Was there a 
way to even better predict where the 
organic rich facies would be concentrat-
ed? Because gravity is the driving force, 
density-driven sediment is looking for 
bathymetric lows. Considering the 
organic, carbonate, and detrital factories 
and an “edge of the pond” accumulation 

phenomenon, sea level lowstands dump 
sediments into the basin and concen-
trate organics with carbonates into dis-
tinctive and mappable corridors. 
Geometries of mapped systems show 
upper Wolfcamp carbonate lobes and 
channels. Paleobathymetry and deposi-
tional control suggest the role of latent 
structures in defining the course of the 
system. What controls carbonate debris 
flow sediments versus finer grained 
organic debris flows? Figuring it out 
depends on the arrows in your quiver 
and the detail that can be achieved using 
conventional techniques. Randy said 
that Koko the gorilla can plan a lateral, 
but our job as geologists is to answer the 
HOW we predict where the goodies are 
going to be – how will facies change 
between wells and even down the lateral. 
The landing zones for laterals can be 
evaluated for amount of expected car-
bonate debris flow or the geometry of 
organic rich facies. No longer expecting 
simple geology because organic rich 
facies are not ubiquitous, target facies 
are confined and concentrated within 
mappable transport borders and they 
associate with carbonate debris. 
Applying Gulf Coast styles of correlat-
ing, interpreting, and mapping these 
systems can lead to better decisions.
 Austin Nye

 Secretary


Randy Bissell, the 
September speaker.
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MIDLAND
Our July guest speaker was Tommy 

Taylor with Fasken Oil & Ranch. The 
title of his talk was “Update — The 
Permian Basin: America's Dump 
Ground for High Level Nuclear Waste?" 

Holtec International Corporation and 
Orano-Waste Control Specialists have 
submitted applications for permits with 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to 
construct two sites in the Permian Basin 
(located in Andrews County and Lea 
and Eddy Counties) as interim storage 
locations for all of the United States' 
high level nuclear power plant waste. 
"Interim" is defined as 40-100 years, and 
the amount they anticipate storing here 
is 265,000,000 pounds of the most toxic 
substance known to mankind. Governor 
Abbott vetoed the initial legislation at 
the end of the last session. The nuclear 
Regulatory Commission held a meeting 
in Midland on July 10.

In August, our speaker was Paul H. 
Pausé, #1503, an independent geologist 

in Midland. The title of his talk was 
"Fire and Ice: Methane Hydrate 
Petroleum Resources."

Methane hydrates are found in polar 
permafrost regions and marine outer 
continental margins and represent a 
potentially enormous energy resource.

Hydrates are naturally occurring crys-
talline compounds of natural gas 
enclosed within a cage-like lattice of 
water ice. In methane hydrates, water 
crystallizes in a compact, solid crystal-
line structure that packs a lot of methane 
in its dense organization. One cubic foot 
of hydrate contains about 164 cubic feet 
of methane gas.

With adequate gas concentrations, 
methane hydrates form and are stable 
under moderate- to high-pressure, low 
temperature conditions. This Methane 
Hydrate Stability Zone (MHSZ) typi-
cally occurs: 1) on continental margins 
at water depths greater than about 300 
m and bottom water temperatures close 
to 0° C, where gas hydrate is found from 
the sediment surface to depths of about 

1100 m below the seafloor, and 2) in 
polar continental regions, where gas 
hydrate can be present in sediment and 
permafrost at depths between about 150 
and 2000 m.

Marc D. Maddox, #2777, of Maddox 
Oil Properties, Inc. was our September 
speaker. The title of his talk was “How 
SIPES came to be, and where we are 
today.”

SIPES was formed by a group of 
Houston independents in 1963 as a 
venue to network with non-affiliated 
earth scientists with common cause and 
who face common challenges in busi-
ness. This talk traced the origins, intent 
of the founders, purpose and history of 
the organization and how it has evolved 
through the ensuing fifty-six years.
 George Friesen

 Secretary


Tommy Taylor, July guest speaker.

August speaker Paul Pausé (left) with 
Chapter Chairman Earl Sebring.

Marc Maddox spoke on 
the history of SIPES at the 
September meeting.
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Nominations are Now Open for SIPES 
Honorary Membership & Outstanding Service Award

Email nominations and supporting details to Robin Vasicek at mrv@besserooil.com 

by January 6, 2020. Winners will be honored at the awards banquet during the SIPES 2020 Convention 

in Fredericksburg, Texas. All nominations are considered for three years.

Please contact the SIPES Office at (214) 363-1780 or sipes@sipes.org if you would like 
to receive the qualifications for the awards, or a list of previous award winners.



SIPES Chapter Meeting InformationSIPES Chapter Meeting Information

  CORPUS CHRISTI
 Chairman: Tony Hauglum
 V-Chrmn:  Marty Thering
 Secretary: Austin Nye
 Treasurer: Dan Pedrotti
 Meets:   Water Street Market
      Last Tuesday of month

  DALLAS
 Chairman: Michael Adams
 V-Chrmn:  Neil Barman
 Secretary: Carole Popa
 Treasurer: John Stephens
 Meets:   Prestonwood Country Club
      3rd Tuesday

DENVER
 Chairman: George Carlstrom
 V-Chrmn:  Bill Pearson
 Secretary: Jerry Cuzella
 Treasurer: Gary Thompson
 Meets:   Wynkoop Brewing Co. 
      4th Thursday

  FORT WORTH
 Chairman: Bob Leibrock
 V-Chrmn:  Monte Meers
 Secretary: Jim West
 Treasurer: Tom Zadick
 Meets:   Fort Worth Petroleum Club
      1st Wednesday

HOUSTON
 Chairman:  Barry Rava
 V-Chrmn:  Mike Jones
 Secretary:  Steve Smith
 Treasurer:  Bruce Blake
 Meets:   Petroleum Club
       3rd Thursday

 LAFAYETTE
 Chairman:  King Munson
 V-Chrmn:  Julia Battle
 Secretary/
  Treasurer: King Munson
 Meets:   Petroleum Club
       2nd Wednesday

MIDLAND
 Chairman:  Earl Sebring
 V-Chrmn:  David Cromwell
 Secretary:  George Friesen
 Treasurer:  Jerry Elger
 Meets:   Midland Country Club
       3rd Wednesday

NEW ORLEANS
 Chairman:  Louis Lemarié
 V-Chrmn:  Cliff Williams
 Secretary:  TBA
 Treasurer:  Eric Broadbridge
 Meets:   Andrea’s Restaurant
       3rd Tuesday

 OKLAHOMA CITY
 Chairman:  Greg Riepl
 V-Chrmn:  Michael Bone
 Secretary:  Cody Griffin
 Treasurer:  Terry Hollrah
 Meets:   The Petroleum Club
       Chase Tower, 35th Floor
       1st Wednesday

 SAN ANTONIO
 Chairman:  Tom Kirby
 Co-V-Chrmn: Lee Billingsley & Bill Layton
 Secretary:  Doug McGookey
 Treasurer:  Tim McGovern
 Meets:   Petroleum Club
       3rd Thursday

 WICHITA
 Chairman:  Tom Pronold
 V-Chrmn:  
 Secretary:  
 Treasurer:  
 Meets:   Time and Location TBD

 CHAPTER NEWS CONTINUED

WICHITA
The Wichita Chapter did not have any 

meetings in July, August or September. 
Most chapter members took their annu-
al vacations, spent time at the lake or 
weekends over the grill. Rest and 
recharge were the orders of the day and 
most members took advantage of that. 

Now it's time to put the shoulder to 
the wheel and we're doing that here in 
Wichita. We have four speakers coming 
this fall including Ed Cross, president of 
the Kansas Independent Oil & Gas 
Association (KIOGA). Several other 
speakers are lined up for next spring, so 
the Wichita Chapter plans on being very 
active next year. We sent fifty teaching 
aid kits offered by AGI to Kansas State 
University to support their Rocktoberfest 
and Earth Science Week (October 
13-19, 2019).
 Tom Pronold

 Chairman
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Thanks to the
SIPES 2020

Convention Sponsors

Platinum
J. Michael Party, #3480 — Beryl Oil and Gas LP
Barry J. Rava, #3198 — Icarus Oil and Gas, Inc.

Gold
Walter S. Light, Jr., #3265 — Thunder Exploration, Inc.

Marc D. Maddox, #2777 — Maddox Oil Properties
Michael A. Oestmann, #3291 — Tall City Exploration

It's Not 
Too Late!

See Page 8 for 
Order Form

http://sipes-denver.org/
https://sipeshouston.org/
http://www.sipesmidland.org/
http://www.sipesneworleans.org


 CHAPTER NEWS CONTINUED

FORT WORTH
The Fort Worth Chapter did not hold 

meetings in July or August.
The Fort Worth Chapter started our 

fall season off with a bang with an excel-
lent talk on "The New Dynamics of the 
Natural Gas Market" presented by 
Dwayne Purvis, #3470.

Eleven years of grossly declining pric-
es created disinterest in the natural gas 
market as it quietly metamorphosed.  
Natural gas production is currently at 
approximately 110 Bcf/day which is an 
8% growth in production. Rig counts 
have steadily dropped since the crash in 
2008 in all the best plays which include 
Appalachia, the Haynesville and the 
Permian Basin, prices have fallen from a 
high of $19.16 in early 2005 to a current 
price of $2.53, and entire basins have 
closed. Operators are being forced to 
live within their cash flow which has 
proven difficult for many of the inde-
pendent oil companies and has led to 

numerous bankruptcies. Meanwhile, 
demand has expanded dramatically, new 
pipelines have been built, other pipe-
lines reversed, and 10% of demand now 
goes to the LNG market. As transforma-
tion of the market approaches comple-
tion, there is a whole new set of dynam-
ics controlling the natural gas market in 
North America. For instance, a hurri-
cane now decreases demand and gas 
prices go down whereas before a hurri-
cane would cause production facilities to 
close driving the price up. There will be 
no more power plants being built fueled 
by natural gas because wind and solar 
power are now cheaper to produce.

Dwayne Purvis, P.E. has spent two 
and a half decades in reservoir engineer-
ing and executive leadership as a consul-
tant and operator. He has led or partici-
pated in hundreds of field studies and 

reserve analyses over dozens of basins in 
the United States and abroad, and he has 
participated in the sale or acquisition of 
projects valued from tens of thousands 
to billions of dollars. 

Before starting his own consulting 
practice in 2015, he served Jetta 
Operating Company as Reservoir 
Engineering Manager and Reserves 
Manager. Prior roles include founder 
and Executive Vice President of consult-
ing firm The Strickland Group and part-
ner at Cawley, Gillespie & Associates.

Mr. Purvis has published on issues of 
reserves, risk analysis and shale reser-
voirs. He is a registered professional 
engineer in the state of Texas, member 
of SPEE, AAPG, SEG and a 25-year 
member of SPE.
 Jim West

 Secretary


Our two newest SIPES Members are Robert Springer (left), and Paul Thomas (right), 
with Chapter Chairman Bob Leibrock in the center.

The New Online SIPES Membership
Directory is Complete and Will be 

Available on the Website Soon!
The SIPES online membership directory will be available 

exclusively to SIPES Members at www.sipes.org! You will need 
a SIPES online account to be able to view the directory.

Please review your information and advise the SIPES Office 
of any updates at sipes@sipes.org or (214) 363-1780. 

You may also submit a photo if you choose. More information 
to follow when the directory is launched.

The directory will be updated on a quarterly basis. If you have submitted a recent change, your new 
information may not be included in the initial version of the directory, but will be updated as soon as possible.

September speaker Dwayne Purvis (right) 
accepting his SIPES paperweight from Vice 
Chairman Monte Meers in appreciation for 
his talk.
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The well records that were download-
ed record total depth as measured depth 
and not TVD. Horizontal wells and 
sidetracks will skew the statistics to a 
more optimistic depth range. Other 
problems with this database are that the 
state of Louisiana uses its own serial 
numbers to keep track of wells, and 
there can be more than one serial num-
ber for each well (i.e., dual comple-
tions). In the early days, some wells did 
not have API numbers. New and expired 
drilling permits that were never drilled 
also populate the data. Also, multiple 
sidetracks may not be properly record-
ed. Salt-water disposal wells are also 
included in the database. That is where 
the power of a spreadsheet helps in sort-
ing and filtering the data to reduce and 
account for some of these inconsisten-
cies. After filtering out SWD wells and 
new and expired permits and other 
things such as injection wells, some of 
these issues are still present in the data. 
That is acceptable because their impact 
is relatively minor due to the large sam-
ple size. This article is looking at the big 
picture and not a detailed study, so com-
pletely accurate data is not an issue.

There are 33 parishes south of Vernon, 
Rapides and Avoyelles parishes that are 
included in this study. That is approxi-
mately 30,000 square miles in area with 
state coastal waters included. About 
60,700 records with serial numbers were 
extracted from the state website, roughly 
58,400 associated with an API #. The 
real number of wells probably lies some-
where in between 60,700 and 58,400. 
That averages about two wells per square 
mile. Approximately 4,600 of those 
wells were drilled to 15,000’ or deeper, 
but only about 927 wells went deeper 
than 18,000’ and 120 wells were drilled 
to 21,000’ or deeper. That averages 6.5 
square miles per well for wells 15,000’ 
or deeper, 32 square miles per well that 
is 18,000’ or deeper, and 250 square 
miles for each well drilled to 21,000’ or 
deeper. With some estimates of the 
depth to basement ranging up to 40,000’ 
in south Louisiana, that is a lot of unex-
plored and under explored territory. 

(Continued)

 SOUTH LOUISIANA'S DEEP POTENTIAL CONTINUED

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3
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Table 1 lists the number of deep wells 
for some of the more significant parish-
es. Many of the deeper wells can be 
attributed to exploring for a specific 
geologic trend or play. Pointe Coupee 
Parish has the most wells 21,000’ or 
deeper because of the large number of 
Cretaceous Lower Tuscaloosa gas fields 
that were found there. Conversely, some 
parishes are blessed with many deep 
exploration targets. Vermilion Parish 
has a lot of wells 18,000’ or deeper, 
because major deep exploration targets 
range from Oligocene Marg Tex and Bol 
Mex sands to Miocene Discorbis sands.

Table 2 shows some of the recent sig-
nificant deep discoveries that were made 
in south Louisiana. As can be seen from 
the summary of recent discoveries, wells 
can be prolific with monster flow rates 
and huge individual well cumulative 
production. For example, the Unocal-
operated Freshwater Bayou Field was a 
competitive drainage situation, with 
Exxon having two wells in the main res-
ervoir in an off-structure position. The 
Exxon Fee H #7 well was completed in 
July of 1995 and flowed at rates of 70-75 
MMCFD for several months. This well 
ended up making over 25 BCF and 304 
MBO. The other Exxon well was the 
Exxon Fee H #5. This well flowed at 
rates of up to 47 MMCFD, with a cumu-
lative production of 32 BCF and 369 
MBO. Another take-away from the 
recent field summary is the large amount 
of liquids (condensate and NGLs) that is 
associated with the gas production. This 
gives a significant uplift to project eco-
nomics.

Special recognition and credit need to 
go to Jim Bob Moffett and his team of 
explorationists at McMoRan Oil & Gas 
for opening the ultra-deep of south 
Louisiana as a viable exploration fron-
tier. The primary geologic targets of this 
extraordinary exploration effort were 
the Eocene/Paleocene Wilcox and 
Cretaceous Tuscaloosa sands. The well 
that finally verified this new frontier as 
prospective was the McMoRan – 
Jeanerette Minerals #1 well that was 
spud in 2012 and completed in 2015.

(Continued)

 SOUTH LOUISIANA'S DEEP POTENTIAL CONTINUED

Figure 4
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The well is known as the “Highlander 
Well” and is found in Bayou Long Field 
in St. Martin Parish and was drilled to a 
total depth of 29,390.’  The remarkable 
two-year effort to drill this well was 
rewarded when the well logged a gross 
interval of nearly 800 feet of productive 
Tuscaloosa sands (Figure 5). With 
effective porosities around 11-13%, 
approximately 127’ of net pay was calcu-
lated by one of the operator’s experts. 

This Highlander Well is in a class all 
by itself. With bottom hole temperatures 
over 400 degrees (highest worldwide?), 
bottom hole pressures calculated over 
24,000 psi (highest worldwide?), and 

production perforations ranging from 
28,400’ to 29,150’ (deepest completion 
in the state), the operator had significant 
issues in completing and flowing the 
well. These issues were resolved, and 
the well has flowed gas at a steady rate of 
around 50 MMCFD for about three 
years. That is a little over 1.5 BCF a 
month with cumulative production (as 
of August 2019) at a little over 68 BCF. 
There is very little condensate associat-
ed with the gas because of the high tem-
peratures and depth. The structural clo-
sure of this reservoir is estimated to be 
about 17,000 acres, and the nearest 
Tuscaloosa production is about 42 miles 

to the north at Profit Island Field in west 
Baton Rouge Parish. 

Currently, drilling activity in south 
Louisiana is at an all-time low. Louisiana 
Department of Natural Resources Scout 
Summary for the week ending October 
11, shows one rig currently drilling in 
state waters and two rigs currently drill-
ing onshore south Louisiana. 
Conventional exploration in general and 
deep gas exploration in particular is not 
in vogue. The success of the unconven-
tional shales has killed natural gas prices 
and that may stay with us for awhile, but 
as the “sweet spots” get fully devel-
oped, and with the help of LNG exports, 
commodity prices for natural gas will 
increase.  Drilling and production tech-
nology for deep reservoirs (especially for 
the deepwater) is constantly improving. 
With continued support from the state 
of Louisiana in terms of royalty and sev-
erance tax relief, drilling activity for 
deep gas should increase. The surface 
infrastructure is already in place. The 
question is when? When (if?) things 
turn around for deep gas, south 
Louisiana will be ready and waiting.

G. King Munson, 
Jr. is managing part-
ner of Island Energy 
LLC, a geological and 
geophysical consult-
ing and prospect gen-
eration company. He 
has spent his entire 

career in Lafayette, Louisiana and is a 
local native having grown up in nearby 
New Iberia. Munson started his career 
with Marathon Oil working as a devel-
opment geologist for their GOM shelf 
properties. As an independent consul-
tant, he has worked for local oil and gas 
operators such as Conoco, PetroQuest 
Energy, Shoreline Energy and Termo. 
Munson founded Island Energy in 2004 
in order to participate in oil and gas proj-
ects. He received a B.S. in geology from 
Louisiana State University and a M.S. in 
geology from the University of 
Southwestern Louisiana (now the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette).



 SOUTH LOUISIANA'S DEEP POTENTIAL CONTINUED

Figure 5

J

career in Lafayett
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I am writing to express my gratitude for awarding me the prestigious SIPES Foundation Earth Science 
Scholarship for 2019. I just want to say that this scholarship means the world to me. It has actually made it 
possible for me to come to the University of Oklahoma and participate in an extraordinary fi eld. What an 
incredible feeling. My time spent studying geology at the University of Oklahoma has been incredible so 
far and I am looking forward to another great year this year fi nishing up my Master's.

To tell you a little bit about myself, I am from Edmond, Oklahoma and have lived in Oklahoma my whole 
life. Some of my hobbies are camping, mountain biking and golfi ng. I have always loved being outside 
and playing with rocks since a young age. Aft er taking an earth science class in high school, I decided that 
geology was the fi eld for me. On campus I am involved in Young Life, AAPG, SEG and the Pick and Ham-
mer Club. I plan on putting forth maximum eff ort this year in order to complete a thesis that will add true 
value to the scientifi c community and my university. One of my goals as an undergrad was to get a master's 
degree in geology, and now that I am closer than ever to seeing that through it truly feels so special. Aft er 
graduation, I plan to work for an oil company and pursue a great career as a petroleum geologist. Without 
your generous support I would not be able to pursue my dreams of becoming a geologist and enjoying all 
of the benefi ts that go along with doing something I love. I hope to one day be able to give back to students 
like myself. I know scholarships like this have made a big diff erence in my life and in others.

I would like to wholeheartedly thank you again for your generosity and support.

Jordan Renner
M.S. Geology Class of 2020
School of Geosciences
University of Oklahoma - Norman, Oklahoma

SIPES Foundation Scholarship Thank You Notes

I am honored and humbled 
to have received this 
scholarship from the SIPES 
Foundation and am grateful 
to be provided these funds to 
continue my research. 
Thank you immensely for 
the scholarship.

Rhowe Stefanski

Below are some of the words of appreciation we received:

Thank you so much for choosing me as a 2019 SIPES 
Foundation scholarship recipient! The luncheon at the 
Petroleum Club in Lafayette was amazing and I learned 
a lot with the talk that was given. I look forward to telling 
you all about my continuing education and career goals 
for environmental science and geology.

Kindest Regards,

Teri Lewis

Please consider making a contribution to the SIPES Foundation to continue 

to fund these greatly appreciated scholarships! (See donor card on page 7).
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$7,000 - $7,999

SIPES Austin Chapter
Scholarship Endowment Fund



$3,000 - $3,999

SIPES Midland Chapter
Scholarship Endowment Fund



$1,000 - $1,999

William C. Burkett
Scholarship Endowment Fund

Ralph J. Daigle

Patrick A. Nye
In memory of Paul M. Strunk, #1869

Barry J. Rava


$700 - $799

Louis C. Bortz


$600 - $699

David W. Cromwell


$500 - $599

Lawrence H. Davis
Scholarship Endowment Fund

Stephen A. Sonnenberg
In memory of Frank Sonnenberg, #1417

Joe T. Vaughn

William G. Watson
In memory of Robert N. Watson, #585

Robert M. Wynne, Jr.


$400 - $499
Melanie K. Westergaard



$300 - $399
William C. Bahlburg

John E. Kimberly
Arthur J. Pansze, Jr.
Edward B. Picou, Jr.

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Dennis R. Robbins
SIPES New Orleans Chapter
In memory of Hank E. Ecroyd, #2934, 

Philip W. Johnson, #2877 & 
Thomas C. Klekamp, #2823

Richard O. Williams


$200 - $299
Dawn S. Bissell
Garnet W. Brock

Jack C. Cartwright
James P. Evans

Scholarship Endowment Fund 
in memory of Thomas A. Cullinan

Henry R. Hamman
Robert C. Leibrock

Edward A. McCullough Endowed Fund

Walter S. Light, Jr.
Marcus D. Maddox
Robert H. Marshall
David F. Martineau

Sally J. Meader-Roberts
John H. Newberry

Michael A. Oestmann
Gary W. Palmer

In memory of Mark Eidelbach, #1130 
& Charlie J. Kosarek, #1386

D. Craig Smith
Daniel L. Smith

Jeffry A. Smith
William M. Smith 

(Houston, TX)
Scholarship Endowment Fund

C. Al Taylor, Jr.
Scholarship Endowment Fund

Michael R. Vasicek


$100 - $199
Orville R. Berg

Raymond N. Blackhall
Carlo C. Christina

Stewart Chuber
In memory of Jack G. Elam, #124

Thomas E. Ewing
Roger A. Freidline

Edward A. McCullough Endowed Fund

Monty J. Gist
James M. Hancock, Jr.

Scott G. Heape
Kenneth J. Huffman
Michael F. McKenzie

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Robert W. Maxwell, Jr.
Wayne D. Miller

Michael S. Morris
James F. O’Connell

F. X. O'Keefe
J. David Overton
Steve R. Payton

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Gerald S. Pitts
Larry J. Rairden

Scholarship Endowment Fund

John M. Rakowski
Carol M. Shiels

R. David Shiels
Vinton H. Sholl

In memory of John E. Hankey, #2548

Tony R. Stuart
Scholarship Endowment Fund

John R. von Netzer
Scholarship Endowment Fund

H. Vaughan Watkins, Jr.
Robert E. Webster
Richard Wilkerson
Clifford J. Williams
Tom W. Williams



$50 - $99
Robert W. Barnhill
Fred H. Behnken
Merle J. Duplantis

Arlen L. Edgar
In memory of Sue T. Reid, #1324

& H. Rudy Parkison, #1229

Eduardo Gonzales
David N. Grimes
Paul A. Hardwick
Andrew Harper

Gary P. Huffman
Stephen E. Collins Scholarship Fund

Bill Layton
Robert G. Murphy

In memory of Jaser N. Rafidi, #1376

Ronald W. Pritchett
In memory of Philip J. McKenna, #1027

Eddie W. Rhea
Suzanne M. Rogers

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Lauren E. Robinson
Bonnie R. Weise





SIPES Foundation Donors — November 1, 2018 to November 1, 2019

The SIPES Foundation gratefully accepts all donations 

and acknowledges these contributions with a letter.

Please remember the SIPES Foundation in your estate plans.



2019-2020
SIPES

Officers

SIPES
Directors

SIPES Vision Statement

To be the pre-eminent organization for furthering
the professional and business interests

of independent practitioners of the earth sciences.
In achieving this vision, emphasis will be placed on

(1) professional competence,
(2) professional business ethics, and
(3) presenting a favorable, credible
and effective image of the Society.

     
     Adopted by the SIPES Board of Directors
     September 21, 1996

President ....................................Barry J. Rava ...................................................Houston

Vice President .............................Dawn S. Bissell .......................................Corpus Christi

Vice President of
   National Energy ......................Gregg S. Alletag .................................. Oklahoma City

Secretary ...................................Wendell R. Creech ..........................................Midland

Treasurer ...................................John R. Stephens ................................................Dallas

Jeffrey L. Allen ............................NAPE/2020 Convention ..................................Houston

Dan Earl Duggan .......................Convention/Advertising .................................Fort Worth

J. L. Jones ..................................Tech. Comm./Nominating .......................... San Antonio

John H. Newberry ......................Environmental/Nominating .................................. Austin

Thomas G. Pronold ....................Membership Growth/Chap. Participation............Wichita

Christopher H. Reed ...................Membership Growth/Prof. Ent. Mgmt.. ................... Tyler

Neil D. Sharp .............................State Legis. Affairs/Constitution & Ethics ..............Denver

Carol M. Shiels ..........................Headquarters .....................................................Dallas

Michael R. Vasicek .....................Nominating Comm./Honors & Awards ..............Midland




